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Feeling Inspired?
Start your journey to a career in teaching with the Teach North programme!

For more information please visit www.TeachNorth.com
or email teachnorth@oie.outwood.com

Destination: Teacher of Physics at Outwood Academy Adwick
Placement 1: Outwood Grange Academy
Placement 2: Outwood Academy Danum

Christopher Kenny 
School Direct Physics Trainee (SHU)
Class of 2018-2019

My passion is physics, and I thought of no better 
career than getting to share that passion every day 
with students, so that they too can become keen 
and budding physicists. Studying physics is more than 
learning about forces or electricity; it is developing 
a logical, analytical mindset that is fundamental to 
success in any pursuit. Helping young people to 
develop their own analytical mind is a true privilege!

My experience of teacher training with Teach 
North was phenomenal. I started training just after 
graduating from university, so the role was my first 
in a professional setting. Instantly, I was hooked 
on the buzz of teaching. Immediately, in both of 
my placements, I was made to feel like I was a 
fundamental part of the department. The feedback 
that I constantly received helped me to refine my 
practice so that I could provide the best education 
and opportunities possible for the students. The 
challenges I faced as a trainee teacher were made all 
the more easier with the support of the department 
staff, school staff, and the team at Teach North.

The main attraction of the School Direct route 
was the large amount of time spent in school, with 
staff and students, learning on-the-job. Initially, the 
prospect of delivering a lesson to 30 students was 
terrifying. Had it not been for the amount of time I 
had already spent in-school developing relationships 
with the students and watching expert teachers,
I would not have thought it was possible. 

The time spent in school on the School Direct route 
is essential and invaluable. I believe the only way 
to become a better teacher is to immerse yourself 
in the life of the school and classroom, and that is 
exactly what the School Direct route provides.

Throughout my training, I received unparalleled 
support from all teaching staff I worked with.
The mentors are trained to such a high standard
that they can provide bespoke feedback and 
guidance tailored to your strengths and needs. 

The Teach North programme puts you at the centre 
of a community like no other. You have a support 
group of like-minded trainee teachers, across all 
subjects, where you can celebrate your triumphs and 
share your woes in a space where you will be heard 
and understood. It was comforting to know that any 
struggles were being shared with other trainees. 
More than that, it was an excellent teaching and 
learning network where exciting and creative ideas 
could be shared, helping me develop all aspects of 
my lesson delivery.

If you are thinking of getting into teaching, then 
above all else, I would recommend that you spend 
time in school with students. Talk to students and 
build a positive relationship with everyone.
Share your passion for your subject with them.
By doing this, you get to see how young people
work and think in school.


