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Feeling Inspired?
Start your journey to a career in teaching with the Teach North programme!

For more information please visit www.TeachNorth.com
or email teachnorth@oie.outwood.com

Destination: Current trainee
Placement 1: Outwood Academy Newbold
Placement 2: Outwood Academy Portland 

Isaac Brooks 
School Direct Geography Trainee
Class of 2020/21

I have always been interested in becoming an 
educator. The ability to showcase passion for 
my subject whilst making a real difference to 
students’ lives has always interested me. 

My inspiration to teach was drawn from my 
favourite teachers at school. Studying Geography 
has given me the opportunity to go to university, 
live abroad and conduct overseas fieldwork, 
and I want to make sure future generations have 
the same opportunities I had to reach their full 
potential.

I chose the Teach North programme because 
I have seen how amazing the Outwood family 
is and I wanted to be a valued member. I was 
a student at what is now Outwood Academy 
Portland when it was transformed by Outwood 
Grange Academies Trust, and I saw the 
immediate difference the organisation made in 
raising standards and making sure no child was 
left behind. Additionally, after doing my research 
on training providers, I chose the Teach North 
programme based on its national reputation, 
the level of support provided and the quality of 
teaching across the Trust. 

One benefit of the School Direct route is that 
you go into school earlier compared to the 
university routes. Another benefit is that you 
receive support from the School Direct provider 
in addition to the university. The Teach North 
training is tailored to our cohort to ensure that 
we can be the best teachers we possibly can be; 
from differentiation to effectively planning lessons 
for SEND and EAL students. On top of this,
I have received support in the form of networking 
events and sessions to explore employment 
options in my first teaching role.

My experience so far has been busy, but very 
rewarding. The work involved in being a teacher 
is much more than just delivering lessons; 
however, the face-to-face time with students in 
the classroom makes it all worth it.

My advice for anyone thinking about becoming a 
teacher would be to just do it! Don’t worry about 
making mistakes straight away - that is why you 
have a training year! Additionally, be curious and 
ask lots of questions; you won’t be the first or the 
only one who has asked. Finally, make sure you 
get early nights -  it will make the early mornings 
much easier!


