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Feeling Inspired?
Start your journey to a career in teaching with the Teach North programme!

For more information please visit www.TeachNorth.com
or email teachnorth@oie.outwood.com

Destination: Current trainee
Placement 1: Outwood Academy Hemsworth
Placement 2: Outwood Academy Valley

Bailey Wilson 
School Direct Drama Trainee
Class of 2020/21

I am passionate about my subject of Drama and 
Theatre Studies and I want to inspire children to 
be enthusiastic and confident learners. Through 
university I had experience of working in schools and 
I thoroughly enjoyed being part of students’ lives, 
especially at secondary school as they are at such a 
crucial stage of their development, and I felt this was 
where I could make the biggest impact. 

I went to a number of interviews for different 
teacher training programmes, but I loved visiting the 
Outwood academies. Their facilities were incredible 
and the colleagues’ vision in every academy is to 
transform lives. I knew that I wanted to work with 
this Family of Schools.

In my opinion, the most effective way to train to 
teach is by working with children directly, and I 
wanted as much experience teaching in schools as 
soon as possible. The School Direct programme 
allows trainees to spend a large amount of time 
working in schools. 

I have enjoyed teacher training, even in the 
unforeseen circumstances of the global pandemic. 
My mentor, Eleanor Aldous, has been an incredible 
resource for me. She has been there for support, 
guidance, and encouragement, even when things get 
a little tough. In such a short space of time, I have 
built so many relationships with staff and students 

and it has been so great to work with a team that 
is so passionate about supporting and developing 
young people. I have also loved being part of 
extracurricular activities, which just make a teacher’s 
job so enjoyable. I would highly recommend working 
with a tutor group; the relationships you build with 
these students are so special. My experience so far 
has been incredibly rewarding. 

The support has been exceptional from my mentor, 
tutor and the Teach North team. From the very 
start I noticed the Teach North team were so ‘hands 
on’ in working with trainees. They continuously 
supported me through the interview process. The 
team is always on the other end of the phone, 
email or text if you need them. Teach North 
have provided sessions such as employment and 
behaviour management, which have been crucial 
when developing my teaching practice.

My advice to anyone wanting to teach would be to 
do it. It is challenging at times and it isn’t an easy ride, 
but seeing students creating amazing work and being 
passionate about their education is incredible to see. 
Everyday is a different day. It’s never boring - the 
students make sure of it!


