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Feeling Inspired?
Start your journey to a career in teaching with the Teach North programme!

For more information please visit www.TeachNorth.com
or email teachnorth@oie.outwood.com

Destination: Current trainee
Placement 1: Outwood Grange Academy
Placement 2: Outwood Academy Shafton

Danielle Hopper 
School Direct Design & Technology Trainee
Class of 2020/21

Whilst working as a Graphic Designer for seven 
years, I always enjoyed training colleagues more 
than the final outcomes or designing for profit. 
This led me to think of a career move sideways 
into teaching and utilising my skills to train to 
teach Design & Technology.

When I was researching my options to train to 
teach I attended a “Get into Teaching” event 
in Sheffield where I listened to talks by many 
providers and trainees. One that stood out was 
a talk by Emma Sikora from Teach North, who 
spoke with such enthusiasm and passion that
I sought her out at the event for a one to one 
chat. I found the professionalism and ambition
of Teach North aligned well with my character 
and personal goals so it felt like a good fit.
Teach North was my number one choice of 
provider from the outset.

The School Direct route appealed to me from 
the beginning as it appeared to be the route 
which most resembled the industry from which 
I was transitioning. I would still be able to have a 
university experience alongside my School Direct 
training which I felt suited me as a career changer. 

My experience of teacher training has, so far, 
looked very different to how it was originally 
planned but Teach North and my partner 
university have adapted extremely quickly to 
allow my training to continue and have been even 
more effective than anyone could have hoped.
I have been given the opportunity to learn how 
to teach remotely and also face to face in a 
COVID-secure way.

Although I have chosen to train to teach in 
difficult circumstances, the Teach North team 
has been available, albeit virtually, to keep us 
safe at all times. I have a support network within 
Teach North and the partnership that the team 
has with the Outwood academies means I have 
received a well-matched and excellent mentor 
within my placement setting. 

My advice to anyone wishing to teach would be 
to do your research to find the training provider 
and route that is most suited to you. You will 
need support from your provider throughout 
the year, both professionally and personally, and 
the working relationship you have will be crucial 
to your success in this process. I can certainly 
recommend Teach North!


