
 

Portland Street Medicine 

Skin and Soft Tissue Care (SSTC) Education in Homeless Communities 

Program Coordinator 

 

Job Type:  Temporary contract April 1-Dec 31, 2021 

Compensation: $50 per hour 

Hours: Approx 8 hours per week at onset, 2-4 hours per week once program is running, funded for a total of 200 hours 

 

ABOUT PORTLAND STREET MEDICINE 

Portland Street Medicine is the only federally recognized free clinic providing street medicine in the Portland Metro                 

area. Our vital services are provided by volunteer physicians, nurses, social workers and other health professionals. Our                 

mission is four-fold: to care directly for individuals experiencing homelessness, to provide enrichment for health               

professionals by reconnecting them with empathy and service, to collaborate with a broad spectrum of partners to help                  

people achieve sustained and integrated care, and to be a beacon of community engagement and innovation. 

 

All persons of every race, ethnic background, spiritual belief, economic status, gender identity, sexual orientation, age                

or personal ability, are equally affirmed and welcomed at Portland Street Medicine. 

 

SSTC PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

Portland Street Medicine (PSM) has received a grant from Global Permanente Northwest to develop an educational 

program for the care of skin and soft tissue conditions experienced by unsheltered individuals. This program will be 

delivered by PSM volunteer clinicians and offered to houseless residents and leaders within encampments. The program 

will educate leaders from within the camps to deliver self-care while promoting best practices and autonomy. Peers are 

our greatest allies. To establish the program, we will hire a contract Program Coordinator to develop citizen best 

practices and train volunteer PSM educators to educate homeless camp leaders in the recognition and basic treatment 

of various skin and soft tissue conditions. 

 

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

Duties include, but are not limited to: 

  

1. Establishment of best practices for SSTC provided by trained lay people--Note that funding is available for 

continuing education of the Program coordinator 

2. Development and implementation of policies, procedures, workflow and schedule in conjunction with Project 

lead (Fred Cirillo, MD) and Project Co-lead/PSM Medical Director (Bill Toepper, MD) 

3. Creation of a curriculum in SSTC that is basic, practical and easily understood. This course is intended to 

provide a foundation of care that can be then delivered in various settings where people congregate and live. 

We anticipate the initial training will be about 90 minutes with refresher courses provided on a regular basis. 

Informational material will likely be in pictograph form.  Assistance in course and material development may 

include input from a specialist in adult education.  The curriculum should also reflect: 

a.   The practicalities of wound care in our population 



b.   Emphasis on outreach to communities of color 

c. Flexibility that our learners will also be teaching us 

4. After the course is approved, the Program Coordinator is tasked with training PSM volunteer clinicians to 

bring the educational material into the camps and train motivated camp residents.  

5. Relationship building within leadership at the various camps and sites. We want our houseless partners to 

participate in program development in the early stages of this project.  

6. Development and supply chain supervision of basic wound care kits using available donated supplies 

7. Data tracking 

8. QA/QI including course survey and ongoing course improvement 

9. Availability for limited phone consultation on individual patients as needed 

10. Publication of results 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Required 

● Professional License- RN, NP, PA, EMT-P with active license 

● Experience in care of skin and soft tissue wounds, infections and chronic conditions 

● General understanding of and alignment with street medicine principles and values 

● Ability to effectively communicate with others verbally and in writing 

● Successfully complete criminal justice and DHS abuse registry background checks (Note:Your background will be 

evaluated based on the specific position you are applying for. Having a criminal record may not be an automatic 

disqualifier. PSM evaluates the results of each background check on a case-by-case for context and relevance to 

this job.) 

● Review of professional references 

Preferred 

● 2+ years of experience working in a healthcare or social service setting in a clinical role. 

● Experience in development of course curriculum and teaching for adult learners. 

 

Thank you for your interest in joining the Portland Street Medicine team! Just as you are committed to the wellness of                     

our neighbors living outside, PSM is committed to your wellness. We want you to feel supported and cared for as you                     

do this vital work and serve from your heart. Again, thank you! 

 

Open until filled.  Priority consideration for candidates who apply before February 21, 2021 at 9pm.  Please send a 

resume and cover letter addressing your qualifications for this position to admin@portlandstreetmedicine.org with the 

subject: SSTC Coordinator. 

mailto:admin@portlandstreetmedicine.org

