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Buffalo Grove Village Clerk Janet Sirabian marked her 40th year in office last month with a special celebration out-side the Jeffrey S. Braiman Council Chambers at the vil-lage hall.
“I have now been clerk for more than half my life, which is insane,” Sirabian said after a village board meeting in which she performed the duties she has been handling for four decades — taking minutes, reading items from the agenda and tallying votes.Village presidents and trust-ees have changed seats over the years, but her spot has remained constant.Reflecting on her four decades as clerk, Sirabian said the two things of which she is most proud are the village’s 50th anniversary celebration in 2008 and its annual Civics Forum.

Now she seems ready to take on another 40 years.“I love government. I don’t like politics, but I love govern-ment,” she said.Fortunately for her, she has been able to mostly avoid the 

political side of elected office, since she rarely faces a chal-lenge. She has a theory about that.
“Not too many people want this job because there is no decision making in it,” she said. “People say they go into government because they want to change things. Since this isn’t a voting position, it’s not something that people are banging down the doors to do.”

The opportunity for Sirabian to become clerk opened when Verna Clayton left the position 

in 1979 to run for village presi-dent and no one chose to run to replace her.“I have always been proud to say that I was a part of Buf-falo Grove,” she said.
— Steve Zalusky,szalusky@dailyherald.com

Youth will lead the way at city parade
Rolling Meadows youth will get to kick off the city’s July Fourth festivities this year by serving as parade marshals.

The city is now accepting applications from children ages 6-18 who want to lead the annual parade, which steps off at 11:30 a.m. July 4 from Roll-ing Meadows High School.Annette Szafran, a mem-ber of the Rolling Meadows Community Events Founda-tion, came up with the idea. She formed a subcommit-tee to develop a set of criteria for selecting a total of six mar-shals — two each from age 

groups 6-9, 10-13 and 14-18.Applicants should submit a short essay regarding a his-torical fact they learned about Rolling Meadows, why they’re proud to be a Rolling Mead-ows resident, or what the Fourth of July means to them.The winners will get to lead the parade on a decorated horse-drawn wagon.Applications, available at city hall or at cityrm.org, are due May 18.

Groups, businesses, clubs or teams that want to march in the parade can also register on the city website.
— Christopher Placek,cplacek@dailyherald.com

Car wash out, auto repair in
Busse Car Wash in Mount Prospect, which has been in business since 1982, closed April 7. But even though the business no longer washes cars, it’s far from being washed up, General Manager Chad Busse said.Instead, it will focus on another aspect of the busi-ness that has been thriving — full-service auto repair. Auto detailing also will continue, Busse added.“We are lucky that we are very busy at the repair shop,” he said.

Busse said he’d been con-sidering closing the car wash for a long time.“It wasn’t a viable busi-ness model,” he said. “And so it was really a crossroads. The choice was to invest more money and time into that part 

Buffalo Grove Clerk Sirabian celebrates 40 years in office

S T E V E  Z A L U S K Y / szalusky@dailyherald.com

Buffalo Grove Village Clerk Janet Sirabian, right, joined Village 

Planner Nicole Woods at a celebration of Sirabian’s 40th year 

in office.
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Mark, Sue and Chad Busse, owners of Busse Car Wash and 

Automotive in Mount Prospect, shown here in 2012. Chad 

Busse said the business recently decided to shut down the car 

wash, which had been operating since 1962, but is keeping the 

thriving auto repair shop open. 
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Before she begins college and a career in marketing, Jessy Syed already knows the kinds of skills she’ll need to thrive in the field. As part of Northwest Subur-ban High School District 214’s Career Pathways program, the Buffalo Grove High School senior has participated in marketing internships, includ-ing one last summer at the Rolling Meadows Chamber of Commerce. The experiences, she said, have helped her develop an array of soft skills that mar-keting professionals use every day. 

“When you’re in an office environment, you’re actually seeing how people with years of experience under their belt are interacting with cli-ents, and when they are smil-ing and have eye contact and positive body language,” said Syed, who will study mar-keting and behavioral eco-nomics at the University of Pennsylvania. “You’re learning a lot about what it takes to be a people person in those situations.” The Career Pathways pro-gram offers all District 214 stu-dents the opportunity to par-ticipate in internships and other workplace learning experiences that match their career interests. Nearly 3,000 students annu-ally take advantage of work-based learning experiences 

that are coordinated by Dis-trict 214’s Center for Career Discovery. The center works with more than 950 local busi-nesses and industry partners to make these opportunities possible.
The center’s goals are mul-tifaceted: It helps District 214 students discover what they 

Good place to startInternships, advisors guide District 214 students on their career paths

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Madison Woltman participated in an internship with Tasty Catering before graduating high school and 

pursuing a culinary arts career. 

This story is part of a 16-week series looking at Northwest Suburban High School District 214’s 

Career Pathways program. To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship host, career mentor or classroom 

speaker, contact Barb Kain in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.org. To 

support the program financially through a sponsorship, early career credentials or college credits for 

students, naming or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 Education Founda-

tion, erin.brooks@d214.org.

About this series, and how you can help
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Native Plant, Shrub and Tree Sale • 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, May 5, Good Shepherd Hospi-tal barn area, 450 W. Hwy. 22, Lake Barrington. Citizens for Conservation’s 22nd annual Native Plant, Shrub and Tree Sale. For information, call (847) 382-7283.

Palatine High children’s production• 10:30 a.m. Saturday, May 5, Palatine High School student cafeteria, 1111 N. Rohlwing Road, Palatine. The event, for children ages 3-10, will begin with games, crafts, face-painting, raffles and snacks, followed by the stu-dent-written play “The Wizard of Oz: Dorothy’s Return” at 11:30 a.m. The first 100 children to arrive will receive a goody bag and activity book. Tickets are $3 per child at the door; parents are free.

Open Mic Night• 7-9 p.m. Saturday May 5, Bartlett Nature Center, 2054 W. Stearns Road, James “Pate” Philip State Park, Bartlett. Professional lights, sound system, and theater seating await you. Singers and musicians are welcome. All ages can participate in this event. No bands. Free to performers; $2 for audience members. Register online at www.signupgenius.com. 

See PATHWAYS on PAGE 3

See INSIDE on PAGE 3

Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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district. 
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Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
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Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
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downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
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day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.
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is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
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remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com
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Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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pursue law school after college.
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legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  
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This booklet was printed in partnership with,  
and with permission from, the Daily Herald.

As educators, we have a responsibility to prepare 
every student for success after graduation. 

High School District 214 is committed to that mission.  
Our robust Career Pathways program provides students with 
rigorous academic courses, access to early college credits 
and industry certifications, and personalized, career-specific 
learning experiences that take them outside the classroom to 
internships with our 950 business partners.

In all, District 214 students can choose from nearly four  
dozen career areas of focus across 16 nationally recognized 
career clusters — from health science, education and finance 
to information technology, manufacturing, and architecture  
and construction. 

With business, community and education partners, we 
are breaking down barriers to college access by providing 
innovative career-focused opportunities for early college 
credits, and building opportunities for students to  
explore careers now to discover their future today.

Our Career Pathways program gives students the academic 
skills to make them college and career ready, and also instills 
grit and perseverance to and achieve their future goals. 

In spring 2018, the Daily Herald launched a 16-part series 
exploring the Career Pathways program one pathway at a 
time. The stories, written primarily by District 214 students 
about their own peers, spotlighted students who engaged  
the Pathways to their fullest potential. The Daily Herald’s 
delivery of these stories, often as a centerpiece package on 
the front page of the Neighbor section, created even greater 
exposure of a program that is replicable nationwide.
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Buffalo Grove Village Clerk 
Janet Sirabian marked her 
40th year in office last month 
with a special celebration out-
side the Jeffrey S. Braiman 
Council Chambers at the vil-
lage hall.

“I have now been clerk for 
more than half my life, which 
is insane,” Sirabian said after 
a village board meeting in 
which she performed the 
duties she has been handling 
for four decades — taking 
minutes, reading items from 
the agenda and tallying votes.

Village presidents and trust-
ees have changed seats over 
the years, but her spot has 
remained constant.

Reflecting on her four 
decades as clerk, Sirabian said 
the two things of which she is 
most proud are the village’s 
50th anniversary celebration 
in 2008 and its annual Civics 
Forum.

Now she seems ready to 
take on another 40 years.

“I love government. I don’t 
like politics, but I love govern-
ment,” she said.

Fortunately for her, she has 
been able to mostly avoid the 

political side of elected office, 
since she rarely faces a chal-
lenge. She has a theory about 
that.

“Not too many people want 
this job because there is no 
decision making in it,” she 
said. “People say they go into 
government because they 
want to change things. Since 
this isn’t a voting position, it’s 
not something that people are 
banging down the doors to 
do.”

The opportunity for Sirabian 
to become clerk opened when 
Verna Clayton left the position 

in 1979 to run for village presi-
dent and no one chose to run 
to replace her.

“I have always been proud 
to say that I was a part of Buf-
falo Grove,” she said.

— Steve Zalusky,
szalusky@dailyherald.com

Youth will lead the 
way at city parade

Rolling Meadows youth 
will get to kick off the city’s 
July Fourth festivities this year 
by serving as parade marshals.

The city is now accepting 
applications from children 
ages 6-18 who want to lead the 
annual parade, which steps off 
at 11:30 a.m. July 4 from Roll-
ing Meadows High School.

Annette Szafran, a mem-
ber of the Rolling Meadows 
Community Events Founda-
tion, came up with the idea. 
She formed a subcommit-
tee to develop a set of criteria 
for selecting a total of six mar-
shals — two each from age 

groups 6-9, 10-13 and 14-18.
Applicants should submit 

a short essay regarding a his-
torical fact they learned about 
Rolling Meadows, why they’re 
proud to be a Rolling Mead-
ows resident, or what the 
Fourth of July means to them.

The winners will get to lead 
the parade on a decorated 
horse-drawn wagon.

Applications, available at 
city hall or at cityrm.org, are 
due May 18.

Groups, businesses, clubs 
or teams that want to march in 
the parade can also register on 
the city website.

— Christopher Placek,
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Car wash out, 
auto repair in

Busse Car Wash in Mount 
Prospect, which has been in 
business since 1982, closed 
April 7. But even though the 
business no longer washes 
cars, it’s far from being 
washed up, General Manager 
Chad Busse said.

Instead, it will focus on 
another aspect of the busi-
ness that has been thriving — 
full-service auto repair. Auto 
detailing also will continue, 
Busse added.

“We are lucky that we are 
very busy at the repair shop,” 
he said.

Busse said he’d been con-
sidering closing the car wash 
for a long time.

“It wasn’t a viable busi-
ness model,” he said. “And 
so it was really a crossroads. 
The choice was to invest more 
money and time into that part 

Buffalo Grove Clerk Sirabian celebrates 40 years in office

S T E V E  Z A L U S K Y / szalusky@dailyherald.com

Buffalo Grove Village Clerk Janet Sirabian, right, joined Village 
Planner Nicole Woods at a celebration of Sirabian’s 40th year 
in office.

D A I L Y  H E R A L D  F I L E  P H O T O ,  2 0 1 2

Mark, Sue and Chad Busse, owners of Busse Car Wash and 
Automotive in Mount Prospect, shown here in 2012. Chad 
Busse said the business recently decided to shut down the car 
wash, which had been operating since 1962, but is keeping the 
thriving auto repair shop open. 
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Before she begins college 
and a career in marketing, 
Jessy Syed already knows the 
kinds of skills she’ll need to 
thrive in the field. 

As part of Northwest Subur-
ban High School District 214’s 
Career Pathways program, the 
Buffalo Grove High School 
senior has participated in 
marketing internships, includ-
ing one last summer at the 
Rolling Meadows Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The experiences, she said, 
have helped her develop an 
array of soft skills that mar-
keting professionals use every 
day. 

“When you’re in an office 
environment, you’re actually 
seeing how people with years 
of experience under their 
belt are interacting with cli-
ents, and when they are smil-
ing and have eye contact and 
positive body language,” said 
Syed, who will study mar-
keting and behavioral eco-
nomics at the University of 
Pennsylvania. 

“You’re learning a lot about 
what it takes to be a people 
person in those situations.” 

The Career Pathways pro-
gram offers all District 214 stu-
dents the opportunity to par-
ticipate in internships and 
other workplace learning 
experiences that match their 
career interests. 

Nearly 3,000 students annu-
ally take advantage of work-
based learning experiences 

that are coordinated by Dis-
trict 214’s Center for Career 
Discovery. The center works 
with more than 950 local busi-
nesses and industry partners 
to make these opportunities 
possible.

The center’s goals are mul-
tifaceted: It helps District 214 
students discover what they 

Good place to start
Internships, advisors guide District 214 students on their career paths

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Madison Woltman participated in an internship with Tasty Catering before graduating high school and 
pursuing a culinary arts career. 

This story is part of a 16-week series looking at Northwest Suburban High School District 214’s 
Career Pathways program. 
To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship host, career mentor or classroom 
speaker, contact Barb Kain in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.org. To 
support the program financially through a sponsorship, early career credentials or college credits for 
students, naming or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 Education Founda-
tion, erin.brooks@d214.org.

About this series, and how you can help

&Out
about

Native Plant, Shrub 
and Tree Sale 
• 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, 
May 5, Good Shepherd Hospi-
tal barn area, 450 W. Hwy. 22, 
Lake Barrington. Citizens for 
Conservation’s 22nd annual 
Native Plant, Shrub and Tree 
Sale. For information, call 
(847) 382-7283.

Palatine High 
children’s production
• 10:30 a.m. Saturday, May 5, 
Palatine High School student 
cafeteria, 1111 N. Rohlwing 
Road, Palatine. The event, 
for children ages 3-10, will 
begin with games, crafts, 
face-painting, raffles and 
snacks, followed by the stu-
dent-written play “The Wizard 
of Oz: Dorothy’s Return” at 
11:30 a.m. The first 100 
children to arrive will receive 
a goody bag and activity book. 
Tickets are $3 per child at the 
door; parents are free.

Open Mic Night
• 7-9 p.m. Saturday May 5, 
Bartlett Nature Center, 2054 
W. Stearns Road, James 
“Pate” Philip State Park, 
Bartlett. Professional lights, 
sound system, and theater 
seating await you. Singers 
and musicians are welcome. 
All ages can participate in 
this event. No bands. Free to 
performers; $2 for audience 
members. Register online at 
www.signupgenius.com. See PATHWAYS on PAGE 3

See INSIDE on PAGE 3

 4 Criminal Justice and Law  
March 30, 2018

 5 Culinary Arts | April 6, 2018

 6 Business Management and 
Administration | April 13, 2018

 7 Journalism | April 27, 2018

 9 Internships | May 4, 2018

 11 Programming and Software 
Development | May 11, 2018

 13 Graphic Arts | May 18, 2018

 15 Architecture and Construction 
May 25, 2018

17 Information Technology and 
Cybersecurity | June 1, 2018

18 Early College Center | June 15, 2018

 20 Education | June 22, 2018

 22 Performing and Visual Arts 
July 6, 2018

 23 Health Sciences | July 13, 2018

24 Special Needs/Center for Career 
Discovery | July 27, 2018

 25 Automotives and Aviation 
August 3, 2018

27 Manufacturing and STEM 
September 14, 2018
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.
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Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum
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Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.
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Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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The Schaumburg Park Dis-
trict is aiming to throw the 
perfect Earth Day Party for 
families and kids.

The free event will run 
from noon to 4 p.m. Sun-
day, April 22, at the Spring 
Valley Nature Center, 1111 
E. Schaumburg Road in 
Schaumburg.

The big bash for everyone’s 
favorite planet will include 
games, crafts, birdhouse 
building, beekeeping demon-
strations and displays of live 
owls and hawks.

Children also can help 

beautify the area by throw-
ing wildflower seeds onto the 
prairie, join in a StoryWalk 

with the Schaumburg Town-
ship District Library and 
chase the giant bubbles of a 

professional bubble maker.
“The whole family will have 

a chance to learn about things 
related to our local environ-
ment, and we can all care for 
the planet,” Spring Valley’s 
Conservation Services Man-
ager Dave Brooks said in an 
announcement of the events. 

“We’re planning a day of 
activities that are child-fo-
cused, fun, interactive and 
fascinating. And since Bison’s 
Bluff is right down the trail, 
children can go between the 
playground and the event.”

There is no admission 
charge, and food and bever-
ages will be available for pur-
chase at the event.

For more information, 
call (847) 985-2100 or visit 

parkfun.com.
 — Eric Peterson,

epeterson@dailyherald.com

Durty Nellie’s hosts 
special movie night

Elmhurst’s Giancarlo 
Iannotta will bring his 
award-winning film “My 
Country” to Durty Nellie’s in 
downtown Palatine for spe-
cial screening on Thursday, 
May 3.

The film, shot in Chicago 
and Rome, will be paired with 
an Italian old world menu 
presented by Navarro Cater-
ing & Events. Navarro han-
dles food operations at Durty 
Nellie’s, 180 N. Smith St.

Buffet items will include 
an Italian-style garden 
salad, pasta fagioli, polenta, 
rigatoni in meat sauce and 
neck bones and meatballs.

Tickets are $35 per per-
son, with seating first come, 
first served. Check durtynel-
lies.com for details.

“My Country” is about 
two brothers — one Amer-
ican, one Italian — who’d 
never met before taking a 
road trip from Rome to the 
unknown but picturesque 
region of Molise, on a jour-
ney to spread the ashes of 
their late father in the small 
town where he was born.
 — Bob Susnjara,

bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Schaumburg parks plans party to celebrate Mother Earth

C O U R T E S Y  O F  S C H A U M B U R G  P A R K  D I S T R I C T

The Schaumburg Park District’s Spring Valley Nature Center 
will host an Earth Day Party for families Sunday, April 22. 
Games, crafts, beekeeping demonstrations, and displays of live 
owls and hawks are among the highlights.
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By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

On the outside, it looks like a 
suburban high school. But inside, 
Buffalo Grove High School is home 
to The Bison Grill, a student-run 
restaurant that handles an average 
of 20 catering jobs a year for com-
munity outreach events, school 
meetings and professional lun-
cheons that host local and state 
officials.

The Bison Grill is part of North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Culinary Arts Career 
Pathway, a series of courses that 
teach students the skills they need 
to pursue culinary and hospitality 
careers through a program called 
ProStart. 

ProStart is a two-year, national, 
college-level program designed by 
the National Restaurant Associa-
tion to help educate high school 
students in the culinary field while 
giving them an opportunity to 
earn up to 12 hours of early college 
credit.

“I do believe ProStart helps in 
preparing you for the (food indus-
try) lifestyle,” says Trish Miller, a 
senior at John Hersey High School 
who is participating in ProStart at 
Buffalo Grove. “It is a lot of work, 
I will admit that, but it sets you up 
for success.”

The program, which is open to 
all District 214 students and held 
at Buffalo Grove, Elk Grove and 
Rolling Meadows high schools, 
prepares students for jobs ranging 
from hotel and resort managers to 
chefs, head cooks and food service 
management.

Students learn how to plan 
menus, order food and other 
inventory, prep and cook differ-
ent meals, manage restaurants, 
and handle events, among other 
skills. They also visit restaurants 
and catering services, participate 
in internships and work in high 
school catering programs.

For example, students at Elk 
Grove have prepared food for the 
district’s Education Foundation 
events and handled an alumni 
open house for 800 people. Roll-
ing Meadows and Buffalo Grove 

students cater Education Foun-
dation golf outings to help raise 
money to support public educa-
tion. And several times a year, stu-
dents create luncheons for staff 
and visitors.

Upon completion of each level 
of the program, students are tested 
for certification in ProStart, with 
54 students earning certification in 
the 2016-17 school year. 

“This certification has brought 
with it acceptance into the finest 
culinary universities, scholarships, 
higher wages and better positions 
in the culinary field,” says Buf-
falo Grove ProStart teacher Ronna 
Pflanz.

Students also participate in 
competitions. In February, the 
four-member team from Roll-
ing Meadows and Elk Grove high 
schools took third place in the Pro-
Start state management competi-
tion, winning a combined total of 
$68,000 in scholarships with their 
plan for a new restaurant concept. 

The team had to create every-
thing from actual floor plans and 
marketing tactics to menu devel-
opment and pricing.

“The students on the ProStart 
team are some of the hardest work-
ing students I know,” says Roll-
ing Meadows ProStart teacher 
Kimmi Krupicka. “Being a part of 

this competition really gives the 
students an advantage to see how 
the food-service industry works 
beyond the textbooks, and I’m so 
proud of what they accomplished.”

Another aspect of the Culinary 
Arts pathway is Elk Grove’s part-
nership with Schaumburg restau-
rant Frato’s Pizza & Catering. 
Students compete by develop-
ing original recipes, such as Chili 
Chili Bang Bang Pizza and Loaded 
Ranch Tater Tots Pizza. 

While the winning recipes are 
featured on the Frato’s menu, stu-
dents get to work closely with 
the staff and receive professional 
feedback.

“I learned from this experi-
ence how to cook better and how 
to manage my time when I cook,” 
says Elk Grove High School senior 
Sarah Kolak.

Food for thought
ProStart program cooks up new culinary expertise for District 214 students

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Dustin Green, BBQ Experience Manager/Grill Master from Weber Grill, visited 
Elk Grove High School culinary arts students in the fall of 2017 to teach them 
about charcoal grilling. 

This story is part of a 16-week series 
looking at Northwest Suburban 
High School District 214’s Career 
Pathways program. 
To join District 214’s Career Path-
ways effort as an internship host, 
career mentor or classroom speaker, 
contact Barb Kain in the Teaching and 
Learning Department, barb.kain@
d214.org. To support the program 
financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college 
credits for students, naming or other 
contribution, contact Erin Brooks with 
the District 214 Education Founda-
tion, erin.brooks@d214.org.

About this series 
and how you can help

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Buffalo Grove senior Eric Lueck prepares a meal in the Bison Grill at Buffalo Grove High School. Lueck is part of the 
school’s ProStart program, which teaches students the skills they need to pursue culinary and hospitality careers. 
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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By MJ Hurley
Wheeling High School

For Deirdra Day and 
Renee Portenlanger, par-
ticipating in District 214’s 
Business Management and 
Administration Career Path-
way is adding up to a prom-
ising future as the two pur-
sue careers in business. 

For Day, a 2017 Buffalo 
Grove High School gradu-
ate now at the University of 
Illinois, it was a high school 
business class and field trip 
that solidified her love of 
business. 

“As part of the accounting 
curriculum, our class took a 
trip down to (financial ser-
vices firm) Grant Thornton 
in Chicago and were able to 
hear firsthand experiences 
from workers in audit, tax 
and advisory, which solidi-
fied my decision to do advi-
sory work,” Day said. 

Portenlanger, a John 
Hersey High School senior, 
discovered her passion 
through the business club 
DECA, which led her to 
the business management 
pathway. 

“My sophomore year I 
started doing DECA, and 
it allowed me to discover 
a passion for business and 
motivated me to take busi-
ness classes later on in my 
high school career,” Porten-
langer said. 

“DECA especially helped 
me express my creativity 
and be professional while 
speaking, which carried 
over into my entrepreneur-
ship class, in which we have 
to pitch in front of potential 
investors.”

The business manage-
ment pathway is designed 
to help students decide if a 
business career is right for 
them. The coursework helps 
them prepare for careers 
as accountants, financial 

advisers and analysts, 
human resource specialists 
and market research ana-
lysts, among others. 

Students are also able to 
build startups through the 
district’s entrepreneurship 
program, which engages 
students in all aspects of 
building a business, from 
identifying and solving a 
problem to creating a busi-
ness model and testing their 
product. 

Each District 214 school 
sends a team of students to 
the district’s Startup Show-
case competition to pitch 
their innovative ideas to a 
panel of judges. 

SnapClips, a weight col-
lar invented in a Wheel-
ing entrepreneurship class, 
recently appeared on ABC’s 
Shark Tank, and Skunk Aid, 
a deskunking kit for dogs 
invented by Buffalo Grove 
entrepreneurship students, 
was featured on NBC’s 
“Today” show.  

As part of the pathway, 
District 214 partners with 
National Louis University 

to offer dual-credit courses, 
which allows students to 
earn college credits toward 
their business degree while 
still in high school. Through 
the District 214-National 
Louis 1+3 program, stu-
dents have the opportunity 
to earn a free year of college 
while in high school and 

then finish their bachelor’s 
degree in business manage-
ment in three years. 

In addition to giving stu-
dents a head start on decid-
ing on their goals, Pauline 
DeGrazia, director of under-
graduate programming at 
National Louis, said she 
believes there is a huge cost 

benefit of this partnership 
for students. 

“I feel that the partner-
ship between NLU and D214 
is unique because it offers 
a significant savings to stu-
dents at a time when college 
costs are skyrocketing,” said 
DeGrazia. 

“NLU has faced this chal-
lenge within higher educa-
tion by reducing our tuition 
to $10,710 per year, with the 
goal of helping students to 
graduate from NLU with lit-
tle to no debt. Students who 
participate in dual-credit 
can save even more.”

For students such as Day, 
who choose to attend col-
lege elsewhere, the credits 
can still count toward their 
degree. Taking account-
ing helped Day because 
the University of Illinois 
accepted the account-
ing course she took in high 
school. 

“In addition to this, 
my performance in dual-
credit classes allowed me 
to transfer into college with 
a 4.0 GPA, which raises my 
cumulative GPA, which is 
something that is very help-
ful,” she said.

Career head-start

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

John Hersey High School educator Daniel Vesper works with 
students in the school’s entrepreneurship class as they perfect 
their pitch for the 2016 Startup Showcase. Vesper also serves 
as the sponsor for the school’s DECA business club. 

District 214 Pathway, DECA club help students find their calling  in business

Rosemont’s Allstate Arena 
will undergo some $1.2 mil-
lion in renovations this sum-
mer, including updated 
bathrooms for patrons and 
comfier backstage confines 
for performers.

The upgrades are part of 
an effort to freshen up the 
38-year-old, village-owned 
stadium, Mayor Brad Ste-
phens said, with additional 
work being contemplated for 
the future.

The lion’s share of the 
project is about $700,000 in 
improvements to the sta-
dium’s bathrooms, includ-
ing tile work, new partitions, 
and replacement of sinks and 
toilets, where needed. Two 

back-of-house performer 
lounges will be upgraded for 
$400,000, while vestibules 
throughout the stadium will 
see $100,000 worth of con-
crete work and new carpeting.

Rosemont’s village board 
inked a contract Wednesday 
with Degen & Rosato Rose-
mont LLC for the renovations, 
not to exceed $1,275,000.

The upgrades won’t be as 
extensive as the $20 million 
renovation two decades ago 
that included wider seating, 
revamped concourse areas, 
a new facade and improved 
sightlines and acoustics, when 
Allstate Insurance Co. inked a 
naming rights agreement for 
what was then known as the 
Rosemont Horizon.

Stephens expects the latest 
improvements to be done by 
fall.

 — Christopher Placek,
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Posh lodgings for 
suburban pooches

Northwest suburban dogs 
will have quite a comfortable 
experience awaiting them if 
their owners board them at 
a facility expected to open in 
about five months in Palatine.

Pete and Mac’s Pet Resort 
for dogs will occupy 12,000 
square feet of a 46,000-square-
foot former Hobby Lobby 
store in Palatine Plaza on 
Northwest Highway. Village 
council members approved 
a special-use permit for Pete 
and Mac’s this week.

Overnight guests will stay in 
private rooms constructed of 
glass tile. Each room will have 

a raised bed, comfortable bed-
ding and an activity toy.

Boarding for up to 110 dogs, 
day care, grooming and train-
ing will be part of Pete and 
Mac’s, which has five loca-
tions in Arizona, Missouri, 
Kansas and Texas. Plans call 
for an outdoor play area for 
the dogs in the kennel or day 
care.

Gay Barwald, president/
CEO of Mesa, Arizona-based 
Pete and Mac’s, said the busi-
ness could open by Septem-
ber. Up to 20 employees are 
expected.

Pete and Mac’s will be open 
from 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday, 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Saturday and 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Sunday. The business 
will be staffed 24 hours a day.
 — Bob Susnjara,

bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Allstate Arena to undergo renovations this summer
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The Allstate Arena in Rosemont will undergo a $1.2 million 
improvement project, with upgrades to vestibules, bathrooms 
and performer lounges.

Inside Northwest
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Rolling Meadows High School entrepreneurs pitch their innovative startup at the 2017 Startup 
Showcase to a panel of judges. The team won the district competition. 

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Buffalo Grove High School educator Karen Roberts helps Jackie 
Molloy, a Buffalo Grove student who coinvented Skunk Aid with 
her classmates in the school’s entrepreneurship class. Roberts 
also serves as the sponsor for the school’s DECA business club.

This story is part of a 16-week series looking at Northwest 
Suburban High School District 214’s Career Pathways program. 
To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain in 
the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.org. 
To support the program financially through a sponsorship, early 
career credentials or college credits for students, naming or other 
contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 Education 
Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

About this series and how you can help

Continued on page 8
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Schaumburg’s first and only 
director of cultural services, 
Betsy Armistead, retires this 
week after 32 years of service to 
the village.

In her role, she has overseen 
all the programming at the Al 
Larson Prairie Center for the 
Arts — which hosted 926 indi-
vidual events and a combined 
audience of 94,581 people just 
last year — as well as special 
events such as Septemberfest 
and the Volunteer of the Year 
Awards Luncheon.

Armistead joined the vil-
lage six months before the 
Prairie Center opened its 
doors in June 1986 and has 
been either directly responsi-
ble for or approved the variety 
of arts programming that has 
emerged there over the years. 
She also researched and wrote 
the “Images of America — 
Schaumburg” book published 
in 2004 that chronicled the vil-
lage’s history up to that time.

“Betsy was the driving force 
who made the Prairie Center 

the success it is today,” Mayor 
Al Larson said in a written 
statement. “Her passion and 
vision to bring cultural arts 
to this community has had 
long-standing impacts in Scha-
umburg, and, because of her 
contributions, we have one of 
the best performance arts ven-
ues in the Northwest suburbs. 
She will be greatly missed.”

Armistead received a retire-
ment plaque and standing ova-
tion at Tuesday’s village board 
meeting, where Village Man-
ager Brian Townsend added 
his voice to the accolades.

“She’s done a tremendous 
amount of work and put forth 

a tremendous amount of effort 
over those 30-plus years to 
really grow the Prairie Center 
and the cultural services pro-
gramming here in the village,” 
he said. “We have tried to rec-
ognize her in more public ways 
and she has begged off.

“In closing, I will just say that 
in talking with Betsy about her 
retirement over the past sev-
eral months, she has described 
her work here for the village 
several times as a labor of 
love,” Townsend added. 

“I think that’s very import-
ant and very telling about the 
type of person she is and about 
the type of leadership she’s 
provided.”

A permanent successor has 
not yet been named.

— Eric Peterson,
epeterson@dailyherald.com

Palatine approves 
return of Greek Fest

You know one of Palatine’s 
top festivals isn’t far off when 
organizers appear before 
the village council seeking 

approval for the annual event.
Not surprisingly, the coun-

cil gave a thumbs-up to the 
long-running Greek Fest, 
including a waiver from a 
village sound amplifica-
tion ordinance so patrons 
can enjoy music late into the 
night. 

Hosted by St. Nectarios 
Greek Orthodox Church, 133 
S. Roselle Road, the bash is 
set for 4 to 11 p.m. June 22, 
noon to midnight June 23 
and noon to 11 p.m. June 
24. Drive through service for 
food is scheduled for 4 to 9 
p.m. June 22, noon to 9 p.m. 
June 23 and noon to 9 p.m. 
June 24.

Palatine officials say there 
will be traffic control modi-
fications at this year’s Greek 
Fest, including using St. Nec-
tarios’ east exit only for bus 
shuttles.

At least 15,000 guests typ-
ically attend Greek Fest 
over the weekend. The fun 
includes Greek food, danc-
ing, children’s games, shop-
ping at a Greek Marketplace 

Schaumburg’s director of cultural services to retire

Betsy Armistead

M A R K  W E L S H / mwelsh@dailyherald.com, 2017

Barrington’s Peter Kastris cooked octopus at the 2017 Greek 
Fest hosted by St. Nectarios Greek Orthodox Church in Palatine. 
This year’s Greek Fest is set for June 22-24.
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By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Interviewing professional 
athletes, covering state cham-
pionships and taking pho-
tos along the sidelines are 
only some of the experiences 
that helped John Hersey High 
School senior Caroline Stief-
bold decide to major in jour-
nalism at the University of 
Missouri next year.

“Being a part of the journal-
ism pathway … has definitely 
prepared me as I head off to 
college and take the next step 
in my journalism career,” said 
Stiefbold, a senior who has 
worked on the John Hersey 
student newspaper, The Cor-
respondent, for four years 
and is currently one of four 
editors-in-chief.

To prepare students 
for careers in broadcast-
ing, reporting and digital 

communications, Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 offers classes in its 
Journalism and Broadcasting 
Career Pathway. The pathway 
supplements these courses 
with practical experience 
through student newspapers, 
websites, webcasts, podcasts, 
yearbooks and broadcasts, as 
well as internships.

For example, students 

From digital to print
District 214 Journalism Pathway teaches students the value of communications

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Prospect High School senior Zach Miller, who is edi-
tor-in-chief of the school’s yearbook, gets an action shot 
of the Chicago Bears during a practice in August 2017. 

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Wheeling High School senior Shailah Magallon works alongside 
freshman Kamila Walus to help edit a story for the school’s 
newspaper, The Spokesman. 

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Student journalists from across District 214 gained press credentials to cover a Chicago Bears 
practice in August 2017 at Prospect High School. The students interviewed Sherrick McManis of 
the Bears following the practice.

This story is part of a 16-week 
series looking at Northwest 
Suburban High School District 
214’s Career Pathways program. 
To join District 214’s Career 
Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom 
speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning 
Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program 
financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college 
credits for students, naming or 
other contribution, contact Erin 
Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.
brooks@d214.org.

About this series

See PATHWAY on PAGE 3
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Dollhouse 
and Miniature Show 
• Noon-8 p.m. Friday, April 27, 
and 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, 
April 28, Wyndham Garden 
Hotel, 1725 E. Algonquin 
Road, Schaumburg. Three 
Blind Mice Dollhouse and 
Miniature Show and Sale. 
Door prizes, free parking. 
Admission is $5 for adults; $2 
for children ages 5-15. For 
information, visit 3blindmice-
sow.com. 

‘Elf Jr. The Musical’
• 7-9 p.m. Friday, April 27; 1 
and 7 p.m. Saturday, April 28; 
1 p.m. Sunday, April 29, Bar-
rington Middle School Prairie 
Campus, 40 E. Dundee Road, 
Barrington. Follow Buddy, the 
would-be elf, as he is raised, 
unaware that he is actually 
a human. Ticket are $6-$12 
in advance; additional $1 at 
the door. For information, visit 
barrington220.org/Prairie.

Barrington Spring 
Wine Walk
• 3-6 p.m. Saturday, April 28, 
check-in at Neoteca, 130 S. 
Hough St., Barrington. The 
Barrington Area Chamber of 
Commerce and the Village of 
Barrington host the Barrington 
Spring Wine Walk, kicking 
off the spring shopping 
season. Spend the afternoon 
walking around town, tasting 
wine, socializing, and then 
settling in for dinner at one 
of Barrington’s fine dining 
establishments. $20; ages 
21 and older only. Visit www.
barringtonchamber.com. 
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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Submitted by District 214

It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.
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Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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interested in print, photo and 
digital journalism can work 
on student newspapers in all 
of the district’s high schools, 
putting out a print newspaper 
as well as digital news through 
websites and live streams.

For those interested in 
broadcast journalism, some 
schools have a variety of 
options, such as Prospect High 
School’s broadcasting of sports 
games with postgame inter-
views, along with weekly sports 
programs.

In addition, the district offers 
Studio 214, which gives stu-
dents the opportunity to work 
with award-winning producers, 
directors and editors to produce 
a television show. This year, stu-
dents are working on a program 
that follows the flip of a local 
house by fellow students from 
the district’s Practical Architec-
tural Construction program.

“In (Studio 214), stu-
dents learn how to best 

communicate their messages. 
By understanding visual com-
munication, students will be 
able to express their own point 
of view and to better under-
stand the point of view of oth-
ers,” Studio 214 teacher Steven 
Apter said.

The key to the program is 
enabling students to learn 
journalism skills by using 
them, with the curriculum 
changing to keep up to date 
with new media technologies.

“Journalism is a class that 
is authentic education. We’re 
not imagining scenarios. We 
are working as journalists, 
creating a real product,” said 
Hersey journalism adviser 
Janet Levin, who has been 
teaching journalism for 37 
years and has led The Corre-
spondent for 33 years.

For their productions and 
in class, students are in charge 
of everything, from coming 
up with story ideas and doing 
research and interviews to 
creating the end product on 

deadline — all skills that can be 
transferred to any career.

“I initially enrolled in jour-
nalism because I like to write, 
but I never expected it to help 
me with more than just that,” 
Wheeling High School senior 
Shailah Magallon said. “The 
way my journalism class is set 
up it gives you an insight of a 
‘real world’ job because there 
are deadlines and people are 
relying on you.”

“They’re learning about 
communication in so many 
different forms — storytelling, 
how to work as a team, how to 
sit down and interview another 
person and actually listen to 
what they have to say,” said 
Prospect High School journal-
ism adviser Jason Block, 

“They learn the importance 
of truth and fairness. They 
learn to make tough decisions 
about what is going to run 
in print or online, and (they 
learn) to question not if we 
can say something, but if we 
should say something.”

Pathway: Journalism classes teach 
students how to communicate
Continued from Page 1

and live music. 
For details, visit stnectarios-

goc.org/ministries/greek-fest.
— Bob Susnjara,

bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Work begins 
on City Works

With spring finally here, 
work has begun in earnest 
to transform the long vacant 
Living Room building just in 
front of the Hyatt Regency 
Woodfield into a new loca-
tion of the City Works restau-
rant chain.

Three other restaurants are 
expected to be built in front of 
the Hyatt, but will be entirely 
new structures enabled 
by the replacement of the 

stormwater detentions basins 
along Golf Road with under-
ground detention.

— Eric Peterson,
epeterson@dailyherald.com

Inside Northwest
Continued from Page 1

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Buffalo Grove High School teacher and journalism adviser Stefanie McLeish answers a question 
from sophomore Ginia Cottingham, a member of the student newspaper, The Charger.

E R I C  P E T E R S O N / epeterson@dailyherald.com

Spring’s arrival has allowed work to progress on the conver-
sion of the long vacant Living Room building into a new City 
Works restaurant in front of the Hyatt Regency Woodfield in 
Schaumburg.

Submitted by Village of Mount Prospect

The Village of Mount Pros-
pect Public Works Depart-
ment will host an Arbor Day 
tree planting ceremony at 10 
a.m. Friday, April 27, at Lions 
Park Elementary School, 300 E. 
Council Trial. 

During the ceremony, 
Mayor Arlene Juracek, various 
village officials, students and 
staff from Lions Park Elemen-
tary School will plant a tulip 
tree in the parkway. Students 

will perform songs and poems 
to commemorate the occasion. 

Also helping with the plant-
ing will be members of the 
Garden Club of Mount Pros-
pect, who again contributed 
funds to assist the village with 
the purchase of the Arbor 
Day tree. Additionally, Public 
Works mascot P.W. Paws will 
make a special appearance. 

The village will also com-
memorate its recent receipt 
of the Tree City USA (TCU) 

Award from the Arbor Day 
foundation in Nebraska. This 
is the 33rd consecutive year 
Mount Prospect has received 
the TCU Award, and the 14th 
time the village has received 
the Growth Award for its urban 
forestry program. 

To help with this effort, 
Public Works will send, upon 
request, the latest informa-
tion about tree species that are 
appropriate for planting in our 
area. Call (847) 870-5640.

Mount Prospect to celebrate Arbor Day

Submitted by Maxine Sukenik 

Daughters of Abraham, a program of the 
Children of Abraham Coalition, invites women 
of all faith traditions to join together for a watch 
party on Valerie Kaur’s TED Talk, “Revolution-
ary Love in a Time of Rage,” followed by an 
open dialogue about ways to be a force for rev-
olutionary love in a time of polarization.  

The greatest social movements in history 
were rooted in the ethic of love. Women in par-
ticular play an important role in advancing the 
call to stand up against religious-based hatred. 

The Daughters of Abraham’s watch party 
will take place at 7 p.m. Wednesday, May 9, 
at St. Viator High School’s Querbes Hall, 1213 
E. Oakton, Arlington Heights. This is a women 
only event; teens are welcome. For informa-
tion, contact daughtersofabe@gmail.com.

Daughters of Abraham to host dialogue 

C O U R T E S Y  O F  K H A L I D  R E H M A N

Pictured during a fall event at Temple Chai in 
Long Grove, from left, are the co-founders of 
the Daughters of Abraham Emily Egan, Sabee-
ha Reman, Patricia Nisenholz, Maxine Sukenik 
and Shaheen Khan.  

Continued on page 10
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Buffalo Grove Village Clerk 
Janet Sirabian marked her 
40th year in office last month 
with a special celebration out-
side the Jeffrey S. Braiman 
Council Chambers at the vil-
lage hall.

“I have now been clerk for 
more than half my life, which 
is insane,” Sirabian said after 
a village board meeting in 
which she performed the 
duties she has been handling 
for four decades — taking 
minutes, reading items from 
the agenda and tallying votes.

Village presidents and trust-
ees have changed seats over 
the years, but her spot has 
remained constant.

Reflecting on her four 
decades as clerk, Sirabian said 
the two things of which she is 
most proud are the village’s 
50th anniversary celebration 
in 2008 and its annual Civics 
Forum.

Now she seems ready to 
take on another 40 years.

“I love government. I don’t 
like politics, but I love govern-
ment,” she said.

Fortunately for her, she has 
been able to mostly avoid the 

political side of elected office, 
since she rarely faces a chal-
lenge. She has a theory about 
that.

“Not too many people want 
this job because there is no 
decision making in it,” she 
said. “People say they go into 
government because they 
want to change things. Since 
this isn’t a voting position, it’s 
not something that people are 
banging down the doors to 
do.”

The opportunity for Sirabian 
to become clerk opened when 
Verna Clayton left the position 

in 1979 to run for village presi-
dent and no one chose to run 
to replace her.

“I have always been proud 
to say that I was a part of Buf-
falo Grove,” she said.

— Steve Zalusky,
szalusky@dailyherald.com

Youth will lead the 
way at city parade

Rolling Meadows youth 
will get to kick off the city’s 
July Fourth festivities this year 
by serving as parade marshals.

The city is now accepting 
applications from children 
ages 6-18 who want to lead the 
annual parade, which steps off 
at 11:30 a.m. July 4 from Roll-
ing Meadows High School.

Annette Szafran, a mem-
ber of the Rolling Meadows 
Community Events Founda-
tion, came up with the idea. 
She formed a subcommit-
tee to develop a set of criteria 
for selecting a total of six mar-
shals — two each from age 

groups 6-9, 10-13 and 14-18.
Applicants should submit 

a short essay regarding a his-
torical fact they learned about 
Rolling Meadows, why they’re 
proud to be a Rolling Mead-
ows resident, or what the 
Fourth of July means to them.

The winners will get to lead 
the parade on a decorated 
horse-drawn wagon.

Applications, available at 
city hall or at cityrm.org, are 
due May 18.

Groups, businesses, clubs 
or teams that want to march in 
the parade can also register on 
the city website.

— Christopher Placek,
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Car wash out, 
auto repair in

Busse Car Wash in Mount 
Prospect, which has been in 
business since 1982, closed 
April 7. But even though the 
business no longer washes 
cars, it’s far from being 
washed up, General Manager 
Chad Busse said.

Instead, it will focus on 
another aspect of the busi-
ness that has been thriving — 
full-service auto repair. Auto 
detailing also will continue, 
Busse added.

“We are lucky that we are 
very busy at the repair shop,” 
he said.

Busse said he’d been con-
sidering closing the car wash 
for a long time.

“It wasn’t a viable busi-
ness model,” he said. “And 
so it was really a crossroads. 
The choice was to invest more 
money and time into that part 

Buffalo Grove Clerk Sirabian celebrates 40 years in office

S T E V E  Z A L U S K Y / szalusky@dailyherald.com

Buffalo Grove Village Clerk Janet Sirabian, right, joined Village 
Planner Nicole Woods at a celebration of Sirabian’s 40th year 
in office.

D A I L Y  H E R A L D  F I L E  P H O T O ,  2 0 1 2

Mark, Sue and Chad Busse, owners of Busse Car Wash and 
Automotive in Mount Prospect, shown here in 2012. Chad 
Busse said the business recently decided to shut down the car 
wash, which had been operating since 1962, but is keeping the 
thriving auto repair shop open. 
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Before she begins college 
and a career in marketing, 
Jessy Syed already knows the 
kinds of skills she’ll need to 
thrive in the field. 

As part of Northwest Subur-
ban High School District 214’s 
Career Pathways program, the 
Buffalo Grove High School 
senior has participated in 
marketing internships, includ-
ing one last summer at the 
Rolling Meadows Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The experiences, she said, 
have helped her develop an 
array of soft skills that mar-
keting professionals use every 
day. 

“When you’re in an office 
environment, you’re actually 
seeing how people with years 
of experience under their 
belt are interacting with cli-
ents, and when they are smil-
ing and have eye contact and 
positive body language,” said 
Syed, who will study mar-
keting and behavioral eco-
nomics at the University of 
Pennsylvania. 

“You’re learning a lot about 
what it takes to be a people 
person in those situations.” 

The Career Pathways pro-
gram offers all District 214 stu-
dents the opportunity to par-
ticipate in internships and 
other workplace learning 
experiences that match their 
career interests. 

Nearly 3,000 students annu-
ally take advantage of work-
based learning experiences 

that are coordinated by Dis-
trict 214’s Center for Career 
Discovery. The center works 
with more than 950 local busi-
nesses and industry partners 
to make these opportunities 
possible.

The center’s goals are mul-
tifaceted: It helps District 214 
students discover what they 

Good place to start
Internships, advisors guide District 214 students on their career paths

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Madison Woltman participated in an internship with Tasty Catering before graduating high school and 
pursuing a culinary arts career. 

This story is part of a 16-week series looking at Northwest Suburban High School District 214’s 
Career Pathways program. 
To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship host, career mentor or classroom 
speaker, contact Barb Kain in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.org. To 
support the program financially through a sponsorship, early career credentials or college credits for 
students, naming or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 Education Founda-
tion, erin.brooks@d214.org.

About this series, and how you can help

&Out
about

Native Plant, Shrub 
and Tree Sale 
• 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, 
May 5, Good Shepherd Hospi-
tal barn area, 450 W. Hwy. 22, 
Lake Barrington. Citizens for 
Conservation’s 22nd annual 
Native Plant, Shrub and Tree 
Sale. For information, call 
(847) 382-7283.

Palatine High 
children’s production
• 10:30 a.m. Saturday, May 5, 
Palatine High School student 
cafeteria, 1111 N. Rohlwing 
Road, Palatine. The event, 
for children ages 3-10, will 
begin with games, crafts, 
face-painting, raffles and 
snacks, followed by the stu-
dent-written play “The Wizard 
of Oz: Dorothy’s Return” at 
11:30 a.m. The first 100 
children to arrive will receive 
a goody bag and activity book. 
Tickets are $3 per child at the 
door; parents are free.

Open Mic Night
• 7-9 p.m. Saturday May 5, 
Bartlett Nature Center, 2054 
W. Stearns Road, James 
“Pate” Philip State Park, 
Bartlett. Professional lights, 
sound system, and theater 
seating await you. Singers 
and musicians are welcome. 
All ages can participate in 
this event. No bands. Free to 
performers; $2 for audience 
members. Register online at 
www.signupgenius.com. See PATHWAYS on PAGE 3

See INSIDE on PAGE 3
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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want — or, more importantly, 
what they don’t want — to 
pursue beyond high school. It 
also helps them understand 
what skills are needed in the 
workplace.

In addition to workplace 
learning experiences, the Cen-
ter for Career Discovery holds 
annual Career Nights, pro-
vides students with resume 
and interviewing support, and 
brings industry guest speakers 
to classes. 

The center also offers career 
advisors, job placement spe-
cialists and job coaches to help 
students further explore their 
interests and discover careers.

Funded primarily by federal, 
state and private grants, District 
214’s Center for Career Discov-
ery program has been recog-
nized at the state and national 
levels for its unique and innova-
tive career exploration model, 
including at the White House’s 
2015 Summit on Next-Genera-
tion High Schools.

“The (District 214) commu-
nity really is a trailblazer,” said 
Jason Quiara, a senior program 
officer with The Joyce Founda-
tion, which provided funding 

to expand District 214’s Career 
Pathways program. 

“I think (the community) 
got to the point faster than 
a lot of other communities 
in that there needs to be an 
economic engine to public 
education.”

Helping students gain skills 
in the workplace benefits 
employers as well. Keats Man-
ufacturing in Wheeling has 
worked with student interns 
from District 214 for at least 
six years. The partnership has 
helped Keats introduce young 
people to careers in manufac-
turing and within the com-
pany, said Matt Eggemeyer of 
Keats Manufacturing.

“It’s an amazing opportu-
nity to pitch your business 
[and] your industry. Espe-
cially in manufacturing … for 
all of us, it’s our duty to expose 
careers in manufacturing,” 
Eggemeyer said of partner-
ing with District 214. “This is 
one small piece that we can 
do to help the manufacturing 
community.” 

Elk Grove High School 
student Radek Lucarz said 
his engineering intern-
ship last summer with Pep-
per Construction cemented 

engineering as his future 
career. It also taught him how 
to interact with supervisors 
and what is expected on work 

sites.
Now, Lucarz, a junior, 

is deciding between the 
aerospace and electrical 

engineering fields. 
“(The internship) gave me 

knowledge that other students 
can’t get from class or just 

talking to someone,” he said. 
“It’s such an interesting job, 
and this internship is going to 
be an advantage.”

Pathways: Students can get head start into future careers
Continued from Page 1

of the business or say that we 
have done what we could.”

— Steve Zalusky,
szalusky@dailyherald.com

Chances to learn 
about Blueprint 220

No one can say Barrington 
Area Unit District 220 officials 
aren’t doing their best to get 
feedback from residents about 
a long-term facilities plan 
called Blueprint 220. 

The plan will detail potential 
school renovations designed 
to meet future education 

needs, in part through flexible 
spaces and better technology.

Late last year, District 220 
launched the first of a dozen 
community meetings for 
residents to view presenta-
tions and ask about the ten-
tative master plan. Now, dis-
trict leaders want to hear from 
residents again and have set 
three dates for meetings that’ll 
include presentations from 
officials.

The first Blueprint 220 ses-
sion is set for 9 a.m. Saturday, 
May 12, at Barrington High 
School’s guidance resource 
center, 616 W. Main St. 

For those who can’t make it 
that day, there is a Blueprint 

220 meeting at 7 p.m. Mon-
day, May 14, at Grove Ave-
nue Elementary School’s 
gymnasium, 900 S. Grove 
Ave. in Barrington, and 9:30 
a.m. Thursday, May 17, at the 
library of Barrington Middle 
School-Station Campus, 215 
Eastern Ave.

At a Barrington High gath-
ering in October, visitors 
heard about potential build-
ing needs for physical activ-
ity and wellness, visual and 
performing arts, and sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics career 
pathways.

— Bob Susnjara,
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Inside: Dist. 220 offers community meetings
Continued from Page 1
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District 214 students participate in internships through the district’s Center for Career Discovery. Buffalo Grove’s Sarah Aljanabi 
participated in an internship at Walgreens before graduating high school and pursuing postsecondary plans to study pharmacy.

“I will praise the Lord and 
exalt his name for I cried to 
him and he answered me! 
He freed me of all my fears.”  

— Psalm 34:3,4 (TLB)
 
A few years ago, I did a pre-

sentation on becoming more 
confident. I discussed several 
Bible principles that help us 
develop more confidence. I 
knew it was an emotional issue 
we all struggle with from time 
to time, and decided it would 
be good topic to discuss.

I was blessed when one of 
the women who attended was 
someone I knew from back in 
my teenage years. At the pre-
sentation, she shared that one 
of her adult children had a 
huge fear of flying, and it was 
something their job required. 
She mentioned she couldn’t 
wait to share some of the 
points.

A few years later, I was walk-
ing down the aisle at a local 
grocery store when I heard 
someone calling my name. 
I turned around to find my 

friend walking 
toward me. 

As we 
talked, she 
mentioned 
my presenta-
tion. She told 
me she shared 
my points on 
fear with her 
son, and that 
he not only 
conquered his 
fear, but was 
taking flying 

lessons.
I was amazed to see what 

God had done in this young 
man’s life. I’m not suggesting 
we all easily overcome our fears. 
But I believe with this exam-
ple, God was showing proof it is 
possible.

There isn’t a person alive 
who doesn’t have some 
kind of fear. Some are real-
istic or founded by sub-
stantial evidence. But many 
are unfounded, deceptive 
thoughts. The scene it proj-
ects in our mind frightens 

and paralyzes us from moving 
forward. 

Others can tell us it’s 
unfounded, but we have to 
get the revelation for our-
selves. These are the fears that 
hold us back and diminish our 
confidence.

Sometimes fear is good or 
healthy. For example, the fear 
that protects us from harm-
ful activity, such as stepping 
out in traffic without using 
caution.

There is an acronym for 
unfounded fear: “False Evi-
dence Appearing Real.” When 
we feel fear, we should ask our-
selves if this is what we’re expe-
riencing. If we determine it’s 
false, then we should go for-
ward, regardless of the feeling. 

Prayer is another giant step 
in overcoming unfounded 
fears. We need to share our 
fears with God and ask for his 
help to overcome them. 

Overcoming unfounded 
fear is one aspect in helping 
ourselves to become more 
confident.  

Share your fears with God

Submitted by Palatine Park District

Palatine Park District will 
host the annual Big Trucks, a 
free community event, from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, 
May 5, in the Family Aquatic 
Center parking lot, 340 E. Pal-
atine Road, Palatine. Parking 
will be available in the Com-
munity Center parking lot at 
250 E. Wood St., Palatine.

This family event allows 
children of all ages the oppor-
tunity to see big trucks and 
vehicles up close, and they will 
even be able to sit in the driv-
er’s seat in some of the trucks. 

This year’s event will once 
again include goody bags for 
the first 1,000 children, a free 
prize raffle, a craft area pro-
vided by Lakeshore Learning, 
outdoor inflatables provided 
by The Playground Games, 
and Palatine Park District’s 
Family Aquatic Center con-
cession stand will be selling 
family-friendly lunch items 
catered by Pizza Bella.

Groups currently scheduled 
to showcase their vehicles 
may include: Groot Recycling, 
Palatine Police Department, 
ABC Plumbing, Heating, 
Cooling & Electric, Commu-
nity Consolidated School 

District 15, Village of Palatine 
Public Works Department, 
Palatine Fire Department, 
Hillside Towing, Prairie Mate-
rial, Palatine Township, Jew-
el-Osco, MBL Recycling, Pala-
tine Emergency Management 
Agency, Matusek Enterprises 
and Palatine Park District.

The 2018 presenting sponsor 
of Big Trucks is Andigo Credit 
Union. A variety of businesses 
and organizations support this 
event through their gold level 
sponsorship, including ABC 
Plumbing Heating Cooling & 
Electric, Just Peachy Photog-
raphy, Palatine Bank & Trust, 

Zeigler Auto Group of Scha-
umburg, Daily Herald Media 
Group, Lifeway Foods Inc., 
Arlington International Race-
course, Orthodontic Experts 
Ltd, Palatine Public Library 
District, The Playground 
Games, Plum Creek Support-
ive Living and SportClips Hair-
cuts of Palatine.

For information about the 
2018 Big Trucks event, contact 
Preschool/Tots Coordinator 
Karen Rude at (847) 496-6239 
or krude@palatineparks.org.

• Submit ‘Your News’ at www.
dailyherald.com/share. 

Bring the kids to explore trucks

Submitted by Toni Antonetti

The 2018 Feed My Starving Children Hunger 
to Hope Gala, which will be from 6-9:30 p.m. 
Saturday, May 19, at the Renaissance Schaum-
burg Convention Center in Schaumburg, will 
raise funds and awareness for starving children 
around the world. 

The gala will feature inspirational speakers, 
the Feed My Starving Children MarketPlace 
filled with new artisan-crafted items, plus a live 
auction, wine and beer pull and raffle. 

Tickets are $125 or $1,000 for a table of 10. To 
register, go online to fmsc.org/ILGala.

For information, visit fmsc.org.

Feed My Starving Children to host gala

C O U R T E S Y  O F  P A L A T I N E  P A R K  D I S T R I C T / photo by Michael Noens

Attendees pose in front of a Palatine Fire Engine at last year’s 
Big Trucks event in the Family Aquatic Center parking lot.

Annettee  
Budzban
Christian 
inspirations
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Daily Herald report

Instead of taking Mom out 
to brunch for Mother’s Day, 
how about introducing her to 
some owls and hawks?

“Mother’s Day with Birds 
of Prey” takes place 1 to 3 
p.m. Sunday, May 13, at the 
Stillman Nature Center, 33 
W. Penny Road, South Bar-
rington. Admission is $10 per 
car.

Visitors, who are encour-
aged to bring a camera, can 
meet the owls — great horned, 
barn, screech, barred and 
snowy; and the hawks — a 
broad-winged hawk, a per-
egrine falcon, a red-shoul-
dered hawk; as well as a turkey 
vulture.

Attendees can also learn 
how to dissect an owl pellet. 

The Stillman Nature Center 
is a private, nonprofit center 
for environmental education 
on 80 acres of woods, lake and 
prairie in South Barrington. 
Not only does Stillman have 
a variety of habitats that offer 
food, cover and nesting sites 
for wild animals, it is also 
home to a number of birds 
of prey that are not able to be 
released into the wild. They 
are used for educational pro-
grams and can be seen by the 
public when Stillman is open.

For details, visit www.
stillmannc.org, email still-
mannc@wildblue.net or call 
(847) 428-OWLS (6957).

Spend Mother’s Day 
with birds of prey

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D A N  S I M P S O N

“Mother’s Day with Birds of Prey,” set for 1-3 p.m. Sunday, 
May 13, at the Stillman Nature Center in South Barrington, will 
include such birds as a red-shouldered hawk. 

C O U R T E S Y  O F  S T I L L M A N  N A T U R E  C E N T E R

Hanover Park has become 
one of only 32 communities 
in the nation to be accredited 
as a Safe Community under 
a 3-year-old program of the 
National Safety Council.

The village formally 
received the designation from 
the Safe Communities Amer-
ica Program at last week’s vil-
lage board meeting.

“We are 
proud to have 
accomplished 
this presti-
gious accredi-
tation through 
the efforts of 
a wide-rang-
ing commu-
nity coali-
tion,” Mayor 

Rod Craig said in a written 
statement. 

“The Hanover Park Safe 
Communities America 

Coalition is comprised of a 
partnership between many 
community stakeholder orga-
nizations. With the strength 
of these agencies working 
together, vital safety-related 
issues have been addressed 
and programs put into place 
that will benefit residents for 
many years to come.”

Under the program, com-
munity stakeholders must 
form a coalition aimed at 
addressing injury prevention 
in six major areas — violence 

and suicide prevention, elder 
adult falls, emergency pre-
paredness, workplace safety, 
prescription drug overdose 
prevention and traffic safety.

Hanover Park’s coalition 
was led by the police depart-
ment, which implemented 
programs such as a her-
oin and opioid prevention 
initiative.

A partnership with the 
American Red Cross also 
enabled the implementa-
tion of a free home alarm 

installation program and 
an elder falls program was 
established.

The National Weather Ser-
vice accredited the village as 
a StormReady community as 
a result of the coalition’s work.
 — Eric Peterson,

epeterson@dailyherald.com

Mt. Prospect honors 
teen innovator

Olivia Glowacka was 

recognized 
by the Mount 
Prospect vil-
lage board 
this month 
for being a 
winner in the 
third annual 
Celebrating 
High School 
Innovators 

Competition.
Olivia, a student at John 

Hanover Park earns Safe Community recognition

Get an up-
close look at 
great horned 
owls at “Moth-
er’s Day with 
Birds of Prey” 
from 1 to 3 
p.m. Sunday, 
May 13, at the 
Stillman Na-
ture Center.

Mayor Rodney 
Craig

Olivia 
Glowacka
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By Ursula Urban
Wheeling High School

Margaux Cummings, 
a junior at Prospect High 
School, already knows what 
she plans to do in the future: 
She wants to become a com-
puter programmer.

Thanks to her high school 
studies through the North-
west Suburban High School 
District 214’s Programming 
and Software Development 
Career Pathway, she’s well on 
her way. 

So far, she has completed all 
four courses in the pathway; 
designed her own math-fo-
cused app, Magmatics, that’s 
available on Apple’s App 
Store; and had an internship. 

For her senior year, she 
plans to do independent 
study, working on app ideas 
and helping teach coding to 
lower-level classes.

“I’ve gone further than I 
thought I could get,” Cum-
mings said of the IT pathway 
experience. “I didn’t think I 
could get an app published on 
the App Store (for example). 
It’s helped a lot in other situa-
tions as well because I learned 
more problem-solving skills in 
the classes, and that transfers 
to other things.”

The demand for computer 
and information technology 
professionals is growing — IT 
jobs are expected to increase 
13 percent by 2026, accord-
ing to the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. District 214’s pro-
gramming and software path-
way offers career-focused 
courses, including dual-credit 
classes that give students 
college credits, along with 
internships and other related 
activities. 

This helps students prepare 
for careers as a computer pro-
grammer, computer hardware 
engineer, network architect 
and software developer.

For Buffalo Grove High 
School senior Troy Nelson, a 
2017 summer internship at 
Shultes Precision Manufactur-
ing in web development gave 
him real-world exposure to IT 
work.

“I (worked) on the website 

they currently have, adding 
new information to it, making 
it look more vibrant, (adding) 
more new ways to introduce 
it to the customers and the 
workers so they can really see 

what the company is about,” 
Nelson said, adding that the 
experience broadened his 
view of how businesses func-
tion and the role of IT beyond 
the basics.

The Programming and Soft-
ware Development Path-
way started in the 2014-15 
school year with the introduc-
tion of a mobile app develop-
ment course, which teaches 

students coding and program-
ming languages. 

At the time, District 214 
schools were among a handful 
in the country to offer the cur-
riculum, which was developed 
by MobileMakersEDU.

To make his AP com-
puter science classes even 
more interesting, Prospect 

Up to code
District 214 programs offer pathway 
to success in computer programming

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Prospect High School junior Margaux Cummings plans to pursue a career as a computer pro-
grammer after her experiences in District 214’s Programming and Software Development Career 
Pathway.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

John Dattilo, center, a John Hersey High School junior, won the 
2017 Congressional App Challenge for the Illinois 9th District 
for his app DiaLog, which helps people with diabetes manage 
and track their disease. Here, he shows his app to classmates 
Michael Maczynski, left, and Brent Gurvis, right.

This story is part of a 
16-week series looking 
at Northwest Suburban 
High School District 214’s 
Career Pathways program. 
To join District 214’s 
Career Pathways effort as 
an internship host, career 
mentor or classroom 
speaker, contact Barb 
Kain in the Teaching and 
Learning Department, barb.
kain@d214.org. 
To support the program 
financially through a 
sponsorship, early career 
credentials or college cred-
its for students, naming or 
other contribution, contact 
Erin Brooks with the District 
214 Education Foundation, 
erin.brooks@d214.org.

About this series, 
and how to help

See PATHWAY on PAGE 2

Continued from page 9
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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Submitted by District 214

It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum
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Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.
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Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.

Inside Northwest

Submitted by District 214

It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum
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Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.
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Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved

FRIDAY, MARCH 30, 2018

section

Ken Potts 2
Your faith 2
Comics 4

dai lyherald.comdh

5Northwest Suburbs

NC14C

Continued from page 11

Friday, May 11, 2018

PAGE 2  SECTION 5  DAILY HERALD FRIDAY, MAY 11, 2018

NC14

High School career and tech-
nical educator Paul Hen-
nig introduced an app devel-
opment course that ties in 
entrepreneurship.

“The students are the pro-
grammers and the faculty are 
the clients. I’m trying to rep-
licate a real-life dev shop,” 
Hennig said. “Over the past 
three years, my students 
have created awesome apps 
that benefit the students and 
teachers.”

Taking advantage of his 
IT classes, John Hersey High 
School junior John Dat-
tilo in December won the 
2017 Congressional App 
Challenge for the Illinois 
9th District for his app Dia-
Log, which helps people 
with diabetes manage and 
track their disease, including 

calculating insulin dosages 
quickly. The app is available 
on the App Store, and Dattilo 
said he intends to keep it up 
to date.

Dattilo, who plans to 
study economics and com-
puter science in college, said 
he has benefitted from his 
teacher and the computer 
programming pathway. 

“The computer science 
classes have helped teach 
me all the basic information 
that I need to know to code.”

Pathway: 
Students get 
hands-on 
training
Continued from Page 1

Overheard on the 
train: “I hate being 
this late. The sit-
ter complains and 
he just pouts. Then 
he wants to stay up 
past his bedtime and 
that makes him even 
grouchier the next 
day.” 

“How old is your 
Dad now?” 

“Eighty-seven.” 
They’ve been called the 

“sandwich generation.” Men 
and women usually in their 
40s, 50s and sometimes even 
60s who have dependent chil-
dren at home and dependent 
parents living with them or 
nearby. 

They seem to spend most 
of their time caring for either 
one generation or the other, 
leaving precious little time for 
themselves or anything else. 
They are too often frazzled, 
frustrated and fatigued. 

Then there’s the other side 
(the elderly’s side) of the coin. 
Let’s face it, one of the unin-
tended consequences of our 
health care system’s too fre-
quent obsession with quantity 
of years rather than quality of 
life is that more and more of 
us are living longer but are less 
healthy. Our extra years are 
spent becoming increasingly 
dependent on others for our 
care. This is usually frustrating 
and humiliating for the seniors 
so afflicted. 

Now, there are certainly 
some good, even excellent, 
health care facilities for senior 
citizens who require assis-
tance in living. 

The reality is, though, as we 
get older most of us prefer to 
live alone as long as possible 
and then within the family. It is 
not that we want to be depen-
dent on our sons or daughters 
or other relatives, it is just that 
if we have to depend on some-
one we’d rather it was the peo-
ple we know and love. 

Add to this mix (the “third” 
side of the coin?) children 
who need a good deal of time 
and attention from Mom and 
Dad and we have family sys-
tems overload. Or at least that 
is how it seems to the mid-
dle-aged adults caught in this 
generational sandwich. 

This is not a new problem. 
Elder care has always been 
an expected part of extended 
family relations. 

What is new are the social 
and economic forces that have 
led to the predominance of the 
two-career and single-parent 
household. 

Whether by choice or neces-
sity, often no one is home 
anymore to take care of the 
seniors (or juniors) who need 

extra care. 
There are, I know, 

a growing number of 
“in-home” services 
for the elderly (com-
panions, nurses, meal 
deliveries). Most of 
these, however, cost 
money. And the cost 
is often not covered by 
insurance. 

So a lot of us strug-
gle to “make do” with 

what we can handle ourselves 
and what help we can afford to 
buy. 

Now that I’ve done such 
a good job of explaining the 
problem, wouldn’t it be nice if 
I had a good solution. Unfortu-
nately, I don’t. 

I can suggest that we all 
make it easier on each other 
by acknowledging that things 
are a bit strained for all of us 
— children, parents and the 
elderly. And just talking with 
each other about this can 
make a big difference. If we 
can empathize with (rather 
than blame) each other, we 
will all feel less overwhelmed. 

Let me also observe that, as 
with children, people in their 
senior years do better with as 
much freedom and responsi-
bility as they can manage. We 
need to avoid over-protect-
ing the elderly just as much 
as we need to do so with the 
young. And we want to avoid 
sounding condescending or 
patronizing. 

Our elders may seem 
childlike at times in their 
needs, but they have decades 
of experience and wisdom 
that deserve our respect. 

Finally, we need to rally the 
family as a whole to meet the 
needs of the elderly in our 
midst. Too often one family 
member becomes the desig-
nated caretaker for the elder 
parent or relative with little 
help from the rest of the clan. 

There is no reason that 
any number of family mem-
bers cannot regularly partic-
ipate in the day-to-day assis-
tance required by some of 
the elderly. 

All this sounds like work, 
probably work we don’t 
really feel we have time for. 
Yet it is part of being family. 
And, pragmatically, those of 
us in the sandwich genera-
tion are setting an example 
for our own children, who 
may have to take care of us in 
the not-too-distant future.

• Dr. Ken Potts is on the staff of 
Samaritan Counseling Center 
in Naperville and Downers 
Grove. He is the author of “Mix 
Don’t Blend, A Guide to Dating, 
Engagement and Remarriage 
With Children.”

Challenges of joining 
‘sandwich generation’ 

Submitted by Bonnie Eiffes, St. Emily 
School

Common Sense, the 
national, nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to helping kids 
and families thrive in a world of 
digital media and technology, 
has recognized St. Emily School 
as a Common Sense School.

St. Emily School has 
demonstrated its commit-
ment to taking a whole-com-
munity approach to prepar-
ing its students to use the 
immense power of digital 
media to explore, create, con-
nect and learn, while limit-
ing the perils that exist in the 
online realm, such as pla-
giarism, loss of privacy and 
cyberbullying. 

The recognition acknowl-
edges the school’s com-
mitment to creating a cul-
ture of digital learning and 
citizenship. 

“We applaud the faculty and 

staff of St. Emily for embrac-
ing digital citizenship as an 
important part of their stu-
dents’ education,” said Liz 
Kline, vice president, Edu-
cation Programs, Common 
Sense Education. 

“St. Emily School deserves 
high praise for giving its stu-
dents the foundational skills 
they need to compete and 
succeed in the 21st-century 
workplace and participate 
ethically in society at large.” 

St. Emily School uses Com-
mon Sense Education’s inno-
vative and research-based 
digital citizenship resources, 
which were created in col-
laboration with Dr. Howard 
Gardner of the GoodPlay Proj-
ect at the Harvard Graduate 
School of Education. 

The resources teach stu-
dents, educators and parents 
tangible skills related to inter-
net safety, protecting online 

reputations and personal pri-
vacy, managing online rela-
tionships and respecting cre-
ative copyright. 

The free resources are 
currently used in more 
than 100,000 classrooms 
nationwide.

“We’re honored to be rec-
ognized as a Common Sense 
School,” said Mrs. Mary Hem-
melman, school principal. 
“By preparing our students 
to use technology safely and 
responsibly, we are providing 
them unlimited opportunities 
to maximize and personalize 
their learning.”

For information about St. 
Emily School, go to stemi-
lyschool.org. To learn more 
about the criteria the school 
met to become recognized 
as a Common Sense School, 
visit https://www.com-
monsense.org/education/
recognition-schools.

St. Emily is recognized 
as Common Sense school

C O U R T E S Y  O F  B .  E I F F E S / St.  Emily School

Students in 3-year-old prekindergarten work on iPads in the St. Emily School computer lab/tech 
hub.

Ken Potts
That’s Life
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Reshma Saujani, founder and CEO of Girls Who Code, a national 
nonprofit organization, visited Prospect High School in 2016 to 
meet with students in the school’s Girls Who Code club. The 
organization seeks to encourage more girls to pursue computer 
science. 
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By Ayse Eldes
Prospect High School

As a paper-and-pen artist, Roll-
ing Meadows High School student 
Miranda Adelman wasn’t sure about 
trying graphic arts when Northwest 
Suburban High School District 214 
launched the Graphic Arts Career 
Pathway at her school during her 
freshman year.

But with encouragement from 
her mom, Adel-

man opted to take 
an introduc-
tory graphic arts 
course. This deci-
sion was the turn-

ing point in her 
plans for the future. 

“Originally, I was like, 
‘Oh, I don’t know,’” said Adelman, 
who plans to pursue a career in visual 
arts after graduating this month. “I 
took the class my sophomore year, 
and I kind of just fell in love with 
everything.”

District 214 students interested in 
pursuing graphic design start with the 
basic graphic arts course and move 

on to an advanced 
design course that 
combines an intern-
ship opportunity 
at Harper College 
with an honors-level 
design course. 

“I really like that 
class … one reason 
being you get college 
credit,” said Rolling 
Meadows graphic 
design teacher Kent 
Dyer. “The second 
thing is you’re get-
ting (District) 214 
credit. The class is 
all project-based, 
and it’s really geared 
toward real-life 
designing, real-life 
application.”

The graphic arts 
pathway prepares students for careers 
in such fields as advertising, art edu-
cation, graphic design and web 
design through classes, internships, 
mentorships and art shows. It also 
leads them to opportunities to earn 
certificates at Harper in various areas 

such as desktop publish-
ing, web design and digital 
photography.

The pathway courses 
differ slightly in each of 
the District 214 schools. 
While the dual-credit 
and Advanced Place-
ment courses are offered 
throughout the district, 

students at Rolling Meadows, for 
example, can take a Small Business 
Management class. 

According to Dyer, Small Business 
Management combines business ele-
ments with graphic design projects, 
with students forming teams to work 
on design projects for real-life cli-
ents. Last semester, a group of stu-
dents designed graduation shirts for 
Juliette Low Elementary School’s fifth 
grade class, learning how to manage a 

budget while meeting cli-
ent requests and arrang-
ing delivery and packag-
ing for their customers. 

At Prospect High 
School, students in the 
beginning graphic arts 
classes get the opportu-
nity to collaborate with 
students in the school’s 
Entrepreneurship course. 
Graphic arts students 

design shirts, buttons, posters or 
other requested products for business 
projects for students taking the Entre-
preneurship class. 

For second-year pathway students, 
Prospect graphic arts teacher Andre 
Poisson organizes several field trips 
to different companies with graphic 
arts departments. On a recent trip 
to a local photo shoot, one student 

A design for the future

By Chuck Keeshan
ckeeshan@dailyherald.com

Four college students 
who grew up as childhood 
friends in Bartlett are bik-
ing from Chicago to Niagara 
Falls this week to raise money 
for Chance the Rapper’s 
youth empowerment charity 
SocialWorks.

Austin Hilvert, Tyler Klatt, 
Will Rajewski and Brenner 
Wallace started from Union 
Station in Chicago at 5 a.m. 
Tuesday and intend to bike 
more than 80 miles a day on 
the 600-mile journey.

Along the way they’ll be 
sleeping at campsites and 
local churches, and posting 
updates on Instagram and 
Facebook.

Called “Men With Steeds,” 
the foursome have set up a 
YouCaring fundraising page 
at youcaring.com/socialwork-
schinewchanceartsandliter-
aturefund-1078243 through 
which $2,016 had been 
donated by the end of the first 
day.

The four members, who 
attend different Midwest-
ern colleges and have a vari-
ety of majors, have chosen the 

New Chance: Arts & Literature 
fund as the nonprofit they’re 
supporting.

“If we hadn’t been exposed 
to art and literature in our 
schools, homes, or commu-
nity, we believe we would be 
missing out on a powerful 
aspect of life,” they wrote on 
their fundraising page. “See-
ing so many inspiring artists 
rise out of Chicago, we see 
SocialWorks as a perfect way 
to help open doors for young 
people who may lack the 
same opportunities.”

The group bicycled nearly 
100 miles on their first day, 
stopping just north of Warren 
Dunes State Park in Sawyer, 
Michigan.

“This is the first big bike trip 
two of the four of us have been 
on,” said Wallace, an educa-
tion major at Hope College 
in Holland, Michigan and the 
son of Bartlett Village Presi-
dent Kevin Wallace.

He counts himself one 
of the newbies on the jour-
ney and marveled that they 
acquired a week’s worth of 

sights and memories on the 
very first day.

Following a route taking 
them up through Detroit, 
they’ll spend the last couple 
days of the journey bicycling 
through Canada.

And even after they reach 
their destination, they’ll have 
another 20 miles to go before 
catching the train home from 
Buffalo, New York.
 — Eric Peterson,

epeterson@dailyherald.com

Four decades of 
public service ends

Rolling Meadows offi-
cials recently honored an 
employee who recently 
retired after more than 43 
years in the city’s public works 
department.

John Som-
ogyi spent 
the last two 
decades as 
the depart-
ment’s water 
operations 
superinten-
dent, during 
which time 
he imple-
mented elec-
tronic monitoring and oper-
ating of the entire water 
production, storage and dis-
tribution system. In his first 
few months as water system 
supervisor, Somogyi was able 
to protect the city’s water sys-
tem integrity during a Lake 
Michigan water supply shut-
down on August 8, 1988, offi-
cials said.

He joined the city in 1974 as 
a refuse collector, and worked 
his way up the ranks of the 
public works department.

“John Somogyi has always 
demonstrated a passion for 
the public works department, 
for the city of Rolling Mead-
ows, for its residents and busi-
nesses to provide exceptional 
public services to them,” 

Four Bartlett friends biking to Niagara Falls for charity

Long Grove  
Chocolate Fest 
• Noon-11 p.m. Friday, 
May 18; 10 a.m.-11 p.m. 
Saturday, May 19 and 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday, May 
20, Historic Downtown Long 
Grove, 308 Old McHenry 
Road, Long Grove. Visitors 
are invited to experience 
three days dedicated to 
old-world charms, family 
frills and delicious handmade 
chocolate. At Chocolate 
Fest, life’s most delectable 
cravings come together with 
timeless memories and three 
stages of live music, family 
fun and more. Admission is 
$5; children 12 and younger 
are free. Parking is free in 
all public lots in downtown 
Long Grove, with one free 
shuttle provided for additional 
satellite lots. Ride sharing is 
encouraged. For information, 
www.longgrove.org/festivals/
chocolate-fest.

Kids to Park Day
• 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
May 19, Black Bear Park, 
1484 Essex Drive, Hoffman 
Estates. Join the more than 
1 million people at hundreds 
of national, state, and local 
parks, and public lands across 
the country taking part in 
the eighth annual Kids to 
Parks Day. Activities will 
include a nature talk, a walk 
around the lake, a disc golf 
demonstration, crafts, and 
snacks. Visitors will have the 
chance to get a close look at 
rescued raptors, presented by 
the organization Wings and 
Talons. To learn more, visit 
heparks.org or parktrust.org/
kids-to-parks-day. 

Spring Fun Fair
• 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, 
May 19, Mountain View 
Adventure Center, 510 E. 
Algonquin Road, Des Plaines. 
The 11th annual Spring Fun 
Fair is a family-friendly festi-
val of fun that brings together 
the wonderful community 
organizations of Des Plaines 
at Mountain View Adventure 
Center and Prairie Lakes 
Community Center. Includes 
Touch a Truck; Pooch, Pet and 
Pedal Parade; and more. Free; 
for information, www.dpparks.
org/event/spring-fun-fair.

Walk to Cure Arthritis
• Saturday, May 19, Old 
School Forest Preserve, 
Libertyville. More than 500 
participants are supporting 
the Arthritis Foundation’s mis-
sion to cure arthritis and help 
people with arthritis live a 
full life by participating in the 
2018 Walk to Cure Arthritis. 
To register for the walk or to 
learn more about the event, 
visit www.WalktoCureArthritis.
org/LakeCountyIL or contact 
Kim Kempf at kkempf@
arthritis.org or call (312) 
690-9603.

John Somogyi

C O U R T E S Y  O F  B R E N N E R  W A L L A C E

“Men With Steeds,” from left, Will Rajewski, Brenner Wallace, 
Austin Hilvert, and Tyler Klatt, enjoy Tuesday’s sunset near 
Warren Dunes State Park in Michigan, at the end of the first 
day of their 600-mile charity bike ride from Chicago to the 
Canadian side of Niagara Falls.
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Graphic arts pathway builds 
skills for visual arts careers

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Kent Dyer, a Rolling Meadows High School educator, left, teaches a graphic arts class in Dis-
trict’s 214’s Talent Development Program, a summer enrichment series. He teaches graphic arts 
classes throughout the school year.

Rolling Meadows High 
School senior Raymond Liu 
works on a project in the 
school’s Small Business 
Management class.

 “The class is all project-based, and 
it’s really geared toward real-life 
designing, real-life application.”

Kent Dyer, Rolling Meadows  
H.S.graphic design teacher

See PATHWAY on PAGE 2

See INSIDE on PAGE 2



15

Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum
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Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.
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Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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said Mayor Len Prejna, read-
ing from a proclamation that 
named May 11 as John Somo-
gyi Day in the city.

“He has worked to pro-
vide outstanding friendly cus-
tomer services to the residents 
of Rolling Meadows, and has 
shown a constant pride, ded-
ication, passion and profes-
sionalism to his work,” Prejna 
said.
 — Christopher Placek,

cplacek@dailyherald.com

Palatine summer 
movie night is back

Movie Nights are returning 
for a second run at Palatine 
American Legion Post 690 in 
the village’s downtown.

Palatine village council 

members this week granted 
the post approval to host the 
four outdoor Movie Nights on 
Fridays. Rosette Marturana, 
the post’s manager and event 
planner, wrote to the village 
council that the movies will be 
“free for everyone.”

However, the post will 
have an opportunity to make 
money. 

Patrons 21 and older may 
pay $10 for three drink tickets 
good for beer or wine at Movie 
Nights in the American Legion 
parking lot, 122 W. Palatine 
Road.

All flicks will start by dusk 
and end by 11 p.m. 

Up first will be “Up” on June 
22. That’ll be followed by the 
original “Jumanji” on July 27, 
“E.T.” on Aug. 17 and “How to 
Train Your Dragon” on Sept. 
14.

Free popcorn will be offered 
at the movies, with hot dogs, 

bratwurst, candy, soda, water 
and ice cream available for 
purchase, according to Post 
690.

Movies will be inside in the 
event of bad weather.
 — Bob Susnjara,

bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

D A I L Y  H E R A L D  F I L E  P H O T O ,  2 0 1 7

Movie nights are returning for a second run at Palatine Ameri-
can Legion Post 690 in the village’s downtown. The first movie 
will be “Up” on June 22.

discovered how her passion 
for makeup could be com-
bined with a graphic arts 
background to work on such 
sets.

“There are so many 
opportunities and so many 
different things, so every-
body can find their niche,” 
Poisson said. 

At Rolling Meadows, stu-
dents have gotten practi-
cal experience by design-
ing T-shirts for the Rolling 
Meadows Fire Department 
and the school’s own sports 
teams and clubs. 

Graphic design students 
provide apparel designs for 
the school’s Spirit store, 
which sells shirts starting at 
$5 to make sure every stu-
dent can afford one. 

“Some of these kids are 
telling me, ’We’re walking 
down the hall, and we see 

like 500 people wearing the 
shirt I designed,’” Dyer said. 
“The kids are taking pride in 
it, and they’re enjoying see-
ing their stuff on everyone 

and knowing that by being 
part of this class, this path-
way, they’re reshaping and 
redesigning our school and 
our school spirit.”

Pathway: Students get real-life experience
Continued from Page 1
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Miranda Adelman, a senior at Rolling Meadows High School, 
works on a project in her Small Business Management class. 
The course combines business elements with graphic design 
projects, with students forming teams to work on design proj-
ects for real-life clients.

Inside Northwest
Continued from Page 1

“Then Moses led Israel from the 
Red Sea and they went into the 
desert …”
— Exodus 15:22 (NIV)

 
Sometimes we feel like we’ve 

been wast-
ing our time 
and spinning 
our wheels in 
a dead end 
place that 
we’re destined 
to stay. But if 
we do our best 
to learn all we 
can where we 
are, God can 
bring about 
new things 
we haven’t 

dreamed of.
The Biblical prophet, Moses, 

was an example of this. 
Moses spent 40 years of his 

life in the desert, herding sheep 

and protecting his family from 
danger. He had to know and 
understand how to live in the 
hot scorching sun, and the 
extreme dry conditions. It was 
important to stay well-hydrated 
to avoid dehydration. Dodg-
ing snakes and scorpions, were 
among survival skills, as well.

God called him to take his 
knowledge to Egypt and bring 
the people from the difficult 
conditions there to a better life.

Moses couldn’t see how he 
was the man for the job. How-
ever, Egypt was surrounded 
by many miles of hot, dry des-
ert sands. God used Moses’ 
40 years of desert dwelling to 
master his survival skills. Now 
he was an expert and able to 
use his expertise to help others.

I doubt while Moses was 
living in the desert he ever 
believed he’d be used by God 
to fulfill a dream.

There have been times in 
my life I couldn’t perceive 
how what I was going through 
could make a difference later 
on. I felt as if I was just trying 
to survive the moment. But in 
hindsight, it was clear how God 
used the things I was learning 
in new exciting ways.

As we look to God to make 
known to us the skills, abili-
ties and wisdom we have accu-
mulated from our life circum-
stances, we can watch him 
bring some creative new ideas 
and discover dreams we’ve 
never known before.

• Annettee Budzban is an 
author, speaker, life coach and 
nurse. Annettee is speaking on 
Dream Big! at Our Redeemer’s 
United Methodist Church in 
Schaumburg on Monday, June, 
11. Call the church at (847) 882-
6116 for details. 

God helps us use our particular 
skills for exciting possibilities

Tell us — and our web readers 
— all about it at dailyherald.
com/share.

Blessing of the Animals: 1:30-
3 p.m. Saturday, May 19, The 
Buddy Foundation, 65 W. See-
gers Road, Arlington Heights. 
Father Bob Heinz of St. Nor-
bert’s Parish will preside over 
the annual Blessing of the 
Animals. Gather on the west 
side of the shelter, by the gaze-
bo. Make sure your pet is cur-
rent on his shots and properly 
tethered. Refreshments will 
be served for both two- and 
four-legged guests. Free; for 
information, www.thebuddy-
foundation.org.

Theater & Theology: Trinity Lu-
theran Church, Des Plaines, 
encourages members, friends 
or anyone interested to gath-
er the third Saturday of each 
month at a local theater to see 
a movie and go to a nearby 
restaurant for snack, discus-
sion and fellowship. Check 
www.trinitydesplaines.org 
or leave a message for Rich at 
the church office (847) 827-
6656 a few days before for this 
month’s movie, location and 
time.

Deals On Wheels: 8 a.m. Sat-
urday, May 19, Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Church, 1776 
Glenview Road, Glenview. 
Looking to buy, sell or up-
grade your bike, stroller, wag-
on, scooter, lawn mower or 
anything on wheels? Deals 
On Wheels, the annual wom-
en’s club fundraiser, has you 
covered. Shop early for the 
best selection and deals. And 
all proceeds go toward a good 
cause. Rain or shine. Free; for 
information, www.olphglen-
view.org.

Good Samaritan Ministries 
Rummage Sale: 8:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. Saturday, May 19, Im-
manuel Lutheran Church An-
nex, 200 N. Plum Grove Road, 
Palatine. Rummage sale fea-
turing clothing and house-
hold items. Free admission.

‘Evolution of the Soul’: 1-3 p.m. 
Sunday, May 20, Unity North-
west Church, 259 E. Central 
Road, Des Plaines. Soul Evo-
lution is the new paradigm 
for understanding who we 
are, where we have been, and 
where we are going as souls 
expressing on this planet. We 
will explore this new vision, 
and investigate tools that help 
us cooperate consciously with 
the evolution of our souls. A 
freewill offering will be re-
ceived. No registration nec-
essary. For information, (847) 
297-0997 or www.unitynorth-
west.org. 

The Chicago Trombone Author-
ity: 4-5:30 p.m. Sunday, May 
20, Trinity United Methodist 
Church, 605 W. Golf Road, 
Mount Prospect. The Chicago 
Trombone Authority plays the 
music of the group Chicago. 
This annual spring concert is 
hosted by the Fine Arts Com-
mittee. Free; goodwill offer-
ing. For information, www.

trinitymp.org.

Growing in Grace Bible Study: 
9:15 a.m. Tuesday, May 22, 
Southminster Presbyterian 
Church, 916 E. Central Road, 
Arlington Heights. This study 
explores Paul’s first letter to 
the Corinthians and discusses 
how to deal with differences 
in the workplace, neighbor-
hood, home, and social media 
community. Learn where the 
answer lies and how to apply 
these lessons in you live. No 
Bible experience required. 
Childcare available. Free; for 
information, www.spcah.org.

Mourning Circle: 7:30 p.m. the 
fourth Thursday of the month, 
Hurley Center at St. Edna, 
2525 N. Arlington Heights 
Road, Arlington Heights. Sup-
port group for those who have 
been widowed. Bring a friend. 
Margaret, (847) 398-3362, ext. 
318.

Your faith Submit your events at dailyherald.com/share

• To contact the Daily 
Herald, please call  
(847) 427-4300.

Annettee  
Budzban
Christian 
inspirations

Continued on page 16

Friday, May 25, 2018

FRIDAY, MAY 25, 2018

section

Your faith 2
Ken Potts 2
Comics 4

dai lyherald.comdh

5

NC14

Northwest Suburbs

More than 25 Arlington 
Heights businesses are back-
ing Mayor Tom Hayes’ chal-
lenge to support Salute, Inc. 
at the veterans charity’s 
annual Memorial Day week-
end race.

Early last month, Hayes 
pledged to donate $5 to the 
Palatine-based group for 
every runner who beats his 
time in the 5K portion of the 
5K/10K race, which steps off 
at 8 a.m. Sunday from Recre-
ation Park.

Soon after, Picket Fence 
Realty owners Paul and Sue 
Duchek announced a chal-
lenge of their own, rallying 
local businesses to match 
the mayor’s donation, up 
to a maximum of $500 per 
business.

“It seemed like an obvi-
ous cause to support,” Sue 
Duchek said. “Both my and 
Paul’s fathers served in the 
military, and we love the 
work Salute is doing to help 
those who served our coun-
try. We’d like to do our part 
to contribute.”

With 26 businesses signed 
up already, that could mean 
some $13,000 for Salute, plus 
Hayes’ donation, plus dona-
tions from other runners and 
the community at large.

Businesses that want to 
join can contact Picket Fence 
at (847) 454-7000 or sue@
picketfencerealty.com.

The race Sunday morning 
is part of a big weekend in 
Arlington Heights, with the 
village’s 99th annual parade 
stepping off from the village 
hall at 9:30 a.m. Monday, 
followed by a ceremony at 
Memorial Park at 11 a.m. 

The parade Grand Marshal 
will be Al Mampre, a World 
War II Army veteran from 
Skokie. He served as a medic 
in the Easy Company units 
featured on the HBO minise-
ries “Band of Brothers.”
 — Christopher Placek,
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Rosie racks up 
another honor

Chalk up another honor for 
Palatine resident Rosie Colucci, 
a student at Plum Grove 
Junior High School in Rolling 
Meadows.

Rosie, 13, who has inoper-
able cancerous brain tumors 
and other health problems, is 
known in the community for 
spending countless hours rais-
ing awareness and money for 
research on the disease she’s 
contended with most of her life. 

In recognition of her work, 
Rosie recently was named one 
of America’s top 10 youth vol-
unteers at the Prudential Spirit 
of Community Awards. The 
national program is sponsored 
by Prudential Financial, in part-
nership with the National Asso-
ciation of Secondary School 
Principals.

Prudential cited Rosie’s lead-
ership in collecting at least 
60,000 toys, books, stuffed ani-
mals, games and other dona-
tions for hospitalized kids, while 
also raising hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars to help fund 
research for a cure for child-
hood cancer.

Rosie and the other award 
recipients were congratulated 
by Olympic gold medal skier 
Lindsey Vonn during a gala 

dinner reception at the Smith-
sonian’s National Museum of 
Natural History in Washing-
ton, D.C. Each honoree also 
received $1,000.
 — Bob Susnjara,

bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Taking a bite 
out of crime

The Mount Prospect Police 
Department has a new four-
footed employee in its ranks. 

Alex, the department’s new 
police dog, started on patrol 
last week. He’s an 82-pound, 
18-month-old, purebred Ger-
man shepherd who hails 
from Belarus in Eastern 

Europe.
His handler, Officer Bryan 

Furr, is a 15-year veteran in 
the department. Both Alex 
and Furr completed six weeks 
of intensive training before 
hitting the streets together. 
Alex is certified in locat-
ing missing items, narcotics, 
tracking and obedience.
 — Steve Zalusky,

szalusky@dailyherald.com

Challenge accepted

M A R K  W E L S H / mwelsh@dailyher-
ald.com, January 2016

Paul and Sue Duchek of Pick-
et Fence Realty are rallying 
other businesses to back 
Arlington Heights Mayor Tom 
Hayes’ challenge to support 
Salute, Inc.’s Memorial Day 
weekend 5K/10K race.

S T E V E  Z A L U S K Y / szalusky@dailyherald.com

Mount Prospect Trustee William Grossi greets new police dog 
Alex and his handler, Officer Bryan Furr, at a recent village 
board session. Alex and Furr began patrolling together last 
week after six weeks of intensive training.

Business community  
backing mayor’s 5K pledge

Submitted by District 214

Buffalo Grove High School 
senior Bartek Orlowski credits 
one course with his decision 
to pursue a career in carpen-
try: geometry.

While that math skill might 
not be for everyone, Orlowski 
says the Geometry in Con-
struction class, which com-
bines geometry with hands-on 
construction training as part 
of High School District 214’s 
Architecture and Construc-
tion Career Pathways, was a 
turning point for him.

“I’m very happy I took (the 
class) because, at the time, I 
wasn’t sure what I wanted to 
do in life,” Orlowski says. “But 
at the end of sophomore year, 
I was sure I wanted to become 
a carpenter.”

Northwest Suburban Dis-
trict 214’s Architecture and 

Construction Pathways are 
designed to prepare students 
for careers in such areas as 
architecture, construction 
and civil engineering, as well 
as specific trades including 
carpentry and plumbing — 
jobs that are forecast to be in 
high demand over the next 10 
years, according to the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

“I’m very passionate about 

(the program),” says Marc 
Sears, who teaches District 
214’s College Practical Archi-
tectural Construction (PAC), 
a dual-credit program with 

Harper College that offers 
hands-on construction for stu-
dents as part of the pathway. 

“You don’t have to go 
to a four-year school to be 

successful. There’s a high 
demand with anything work-
ing with your hands.”

Students start with basic 
concepts and smaller projects 
that teach them how to use 
tools safely. Geometry in Con-
struction is offered during the 
second year of the pathway 
and combines geometry with 
a real-life building project, 
constructing walls for a house 
for a disabled veteran. 

Students at Buffalo Grove 
High School build the walls 
for half the house while stu-
dents at Rolling Meadows 
High School build the other 
half. This year, the walls were 
shipped to Texas, where the 
home is being constructed 
through the national non-
profit A Soldier’s Journey 

Blueprint for success Dist. 214 helps architecture,  
construction students build futures

S T E V E  L U N D Y / slundy@dailyher-
ald.com, February 2018

Rosie Colucci, a 13-year-old 
student at Plum Grove Junior 
High School in Rolling Mead-
ows, recently was named one 
of the nation’s top 10 youth 
volunteers by the Prudential 
Spirit of Community Awards. 
The Palatine resident has 
helped collect at least 60,000 
toys, books, stuffed animals 
and other items for hospital-
ized kids. 
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The Arlington Heights business community is backing Mayor Tom Hayes’ efforts to raise money 
for veterans at this weekend’s Salute, Inc. 5K/10K run. They’re pledging to donate money to the 
veterans charity for every runner who beats Hayes’ time in the 5K.

Inside Northwest
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Students in High School District 214’s Geometry in Construc-
tion class, part of the Architecture and Construction pathway, 
combine geometry skills with hands-on construction to create 
various projects, including walls for a home for a disabled 
veteran. 

Rosemont Memorial Day 
Cookout

• 3-10 p.m. Sunday, May 
27, Parkway Bank Park, 5501 
Park Place, Rosemont. Enjoy 
free, live music in the park 
by Hi Infidelity and Rosie 
and the Rivets. There will 
also be a fireworks show 
after the concert. For details, 
visit www.rosemont.com.

Streamwood

• 11 a.m. Sunday, May 
27, Streamwood Veterans 
Memorial, 301 E. Irving Park 
Road, Streamwood. Memo-
rial Day service begins with 
a vigil starting at 8 p.m. Sat-
urday and continuing over-
night until Memorial Day 
ceremony at 11 a.m. Sun-
day, May 27. Includes partic-
ipants from many area vet-
erans’ organizations, which 
line the walk in front of the 
Conflict Stones. Free. For 
details, visit www.stream-
wood.org.

Arlington Heights 
• 9:30 a.m.-noon Monday, 

May 28, Arlington Heights. 
The 99th annual parade 
steps off at 9:30 a.m. from 
Sigwalt Street and Arling-
ton Heights Road, featuring 
Grand Marshal Al Mampre, 
a World War II Army vet-
eran. Concludes at Memorial 
Park, where a ceremony will 
be held. The Fallen Heroes 
— 58 young men who died 
in service to the nation — 
will be honored, and a list of 
names of area veterans who 
have passed away in the pre-
ceding 12 months will be 
read. For details, visit www.
vah.com.

Des Plaines

• 11 a.m.-noon Monday, 
May 28, Lake Park Memo-
rial Pavillion, 2200 Lee St., 
Des Plaines. For details, visit 
www.desplaines.org.

Elk Grove Village

• 10:45 a.m. Monday, May 
28, Elk Grove Park District 
Pavilion, 1000 Wellington 
Ave., Elk Grove Village. 21st 
annual Memorial Day cere-
mony hosted by Elk Grove Vil-
lage, with the support of Amer-
ican Legion Post 216, VFW 
Post 9284 and its Ladies Auxil-
iary. The ceremony will be held 
indoors, rain or shine, and will 
include placing of wreaths by 
community organizations, a 
flag-folding ceremony by the 
police and fire honor guard. 
Call (847) 357-4040 or visit 
www.elkgrove.org.

Glencoe Memorial Day Cel-
ebration: 11 a.m. Monday, 
May 28, Veterans Memorial 
Park, 299 Park Ave., Glencoe. 
Residents are invited to a 
solemn ceremony honoring 
veterans, hosted by the vil-
lage of Glencoe and Glencoe 
Historical Society. In case of 
inclement weather, the event 
will be held in the Takiff 
Center, 999 Green Bay Road. 
Visit www.villageofglencoe.
org.

Hoffman Estates 
and Schaumburg

• 10 a.m. Monday, May 

Memorial Day 
events, services

See EVENTS on PAGE 3See PATHWAY on PAGE 3
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.
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Genealogist Alvin Holtz-
man will present “A DNA Dis-
cussion with a DNA Devotee” 
at the Wednesday, May 30, 
meeting of the Jewish Gene-
alogical Society of Illinois at 
Temple Beth-El, 3610 Dundee 
Road, Northbrook. 

His presentation starts at 7 
p.m. Registration, networking, 
and the JGSI genealogy help 
desk and research library will 
open at 5:30 p.m. Everyone is 
welcome to this free event.

In his presentation, Holtz-
man, a longtime JGSI geneal-
ogy help desk volunteer, will 

share what he has learned 
from testing more than 30 rel-
atives and would-be relatives. 

One of the first to DNA 
test (kit No. 60) with Famil-
yTreeDNA, and a DNA tes-
ter with AncestryDNA and 
23andMe, he will touch on the 
strengths and weaknesses of 
each genetic testing service. 
Plus, he’ll review MyHeritage.
com and GEDmatch.com.

Genealogy has been a favor-
ite hobby of his since 1979. 
Holtzman has attended the 
International Association of 
Jewish Genealogical Societies 
annual conference at least 12 

times since 1999. His research 
has taken him around the 
world, visiting with rela-
tives discovered through his 
research efforts.

Professionally, he is a for-
mer owner of a printing and 
copying service in down-
town Chicago. Prior to that, he 
worked for 19 years as a mar-
keting manager for Sears, Roe-
buck and Co. 

While this program is free, 
those who join the Jewish 
Genealogical Society of Illinois 
have access to several valuable 
members-only resources on 
the JGSI website. They include 

video recordings of more than 
30 presentations from past 
JGSI events, valuable infor-
mational handouts from past 
speakers, and access to past 
Morasha newsletters contain-
ing informative articles about 
Jewish genealogy. 

To learn more about the 
benefits of joining the Jew-
ish Genealogical Society of 
Illinois, go to http://jgsi.org/
membership_benefits. 

At each regular JGSI 
monthly meeting, a genealogy 
“help desk” will operate prior 
to the main program. Member 
volunteers will access online 

databases and answer genea-
logical questions one-on-one 
for members and visitors as 
time allows. 

The JGSI library has more 
than 800 volumes of interest 
to Jewish family historians. 
Many are available for bor-
rowing by JGSI members for a 
limited time. All are available 
for perusing at each regular 
monthly meeting before the 
main program begins.

For information about the 
Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Illinois or the JGSI schedule of 
future events, visit jgsi.org or 
phone (312) 666-0100. 

Learn about DNA testing at genealogical meeting May 30

C O U R T E S Y  O F  A L V I N  H O L T Z -
M A N

Alvin Holtzman was a very 
early genetic genealogy tester 
with FamilyTreeDNA. His test 
was No. 60.

Home.  
By their junior year, stu-

dents can start the two-year 
PAC program, remodeling a 
single-family home in the dis-
trict. The project begins with 
a spring Architecture Show-
case, where teams of students 
engaged in CAD and architec-
tural design from each District 
214 high school present plans 
for a property purchased by 
the school district. 

Once a design is picked, the 
plans are vetted by an archi-
tectural firm, and that fall stu-
dents begin the remodel. They 
work on everything from dem-
olition, to flooring, cabinets 
and tile work, to plumbing 
and electric. Once they’re fin-
ished, the home is sold and 
proceeds go toward purchas-
ing another house.

PAC students can also com-
pete in a statewide SkillsUSA 
competition for students in 
trades. This year, Orlowski 

took second place in the car-
pentry division, a difficult 
contest that requires constant 
effort to build a small struc-
ture from blueprints in just 
eight hours. 

But for Orlowski, that kind 
of work is one of the things he 
enjoys about carpentry — and 
why he plans to start his own 

company in the future.
“My advice to students with 

interest in construction or 
architecture is try to work in 
the field for at least one sum-
mer to see if you’re up for all 
the hard work,” he said. “If 
you are, then stick with it! 
The demand for hardworking 
teenagers is very high.” 

Pathway: Students get job experience
Continued from Page 1

28, Hoffman Estates Police 
Department, 411 W. Hig-
gins Road, Hoffman Estates. 
Join Mayor McLeod, trust-
ees, and the Veterans Memo-
rial Commission for a Memo-
rial Day ceremony in front of 
the Hoffman Estates Police 
Department. Afterward, the 
observance will move to 
Schaumburg for a 10:45 a.m. 
ceremony at the St. Peter 
Lutheran Church Cemetery, 
202 E. Schaumburg Road 
in Schaumburg. The obser-
vance will culminate with 
an indoor service beginning 
at 11:25 a.m. Following the 
observance, weather per-
mitting, hot dogs and other 
refreshments will be served 
at the Picnic Grove at St. Peter 
Lutheran Church. Free. Visit 
www.hoffmanestates.org.

Hanover Park

• 10-11 a.m. Monday, May 
28, Veterans Memorial Plaza, 
2121 W. Lake St., Hanover 
Park. Free. For more infor-
mation, visit hanoverparkill-
inois.org.

Mount Prospect

• 9:30 a.m. Monday, May 
28, Downtown to Lions Park, 
411 S. Maple St., Mount 

Prospect. Parade partici-
pants line up at Emerson 
Street and Busse Avenue 
between 9-9:15 a.m. Parade 
begins about 9:40 a.m. in 
front of the village hall, 50 
S. Emerson St. The parade 
route is south on Emerson 
Street to Lincoln Street to the 
Veterans’ Memorial Band 
Shell at Lions Park for a cer-
emony. Free. For details, visit 
vfw1337.us or www.mount-
prospect.org.

Palatine 

• 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Mon-
day, May 28, Palatine. Pala-
tine American Legion Post 
690 is sponsoring a Memorial 
Day parade and other related 

activities beginning at 10 a.m. 
with a service at Hillside Cem-
etery on Smith Street, imme-
diately followed by a parade. 
The parade will start at 10:15 
a.m. at Cornell Avenue and 
Smith Street. 

Following the parade at 11 
a.m., there will be a short pro-
gram at the Veterans Memo-
rial and another ceremony 
at the Legion Memorial in 
Towne Square, 150 W. Pala-
tine Road, at 12:15 p.m. Com-
munity members are invited 
to the American Legion across 
the street from Towne Square 
following the ceremonies. 

Activities are free. For 
more information, visit www.
alpost690.us.

Memorial Day events and services
Continued from Page 1

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Students in High School District 214’s Practical Architectur-
al Construction program work together to remodel a home, 
getting hands-on experience in construction under the guid-
ance of educators as part of the Architecture and Construction 
pathway. 

About this series, and how you can help
To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as 
an internship host, career mentor or classroom 
speaker, contact Barb Kain in the Teaching and 
Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.org. 

To support the program financially through a 
sponsorship, early career credentials or college 
credits, or other contribution, contact Erin 
Brooks, erin.brooks@d214.org.

R I C K  W E S T / rwest@dailyherald.com, 2015

The Prospect High School band plays during a previous Mount 
Prospect Memorial Day parade.

Friday, June 1, 2018
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When it comes to careers, 
Buffalo Grove High School 
junior William Ruppert is cer-
tain he’s on the right track with 
High School District 214’s infor-
mation technology and cyber-
security career pathway.

Taking this pathway,” Rup-
pert said, “is one of the best 
things you can do. I really enjoy 
it because it’s not like office 
work, where you’re just filling 
out reports. You’re hands-on, 
yet you need to be able to adapt 
to situations and fix them as 
they arise.”

Cybersecurity is also one of 
the most in-demand skill sets in 
today’s job field. According to 
a recent study by cybersecurity 
company McAfee, 82 percent of 
U.S. IT respondents said there 
is a large shortage of cybersecu-
rity professionals in their own 
companies, with a projected 1 
million to 2 million positions 
unfilled globally in 2019.

Northwest Suburban High 
School District 214 students 
on this pathway start out with 
basic courses and work their 
way up through operating sys-
tems, hardware systems and 
networking before taking the 
Advanced Network Systems 
and Cybersecurity class. 

Along the way, they can earn 
CompTIA certificates in IT Fun-
damentals, A+, Network + and 
Security+, and also have an 
opportunity to earn dual credits 
with District 214’s higher edu-
cation partners.

“This is a huge growth area,” 
said Tom Polak, information 
systems instructor for the dis-
trict. “There is a great need for 
students who are qualified to 
identify cyberattacks, viruses 
[and] manage networks and 
organization’s data.”

In March, District 214 hosted 
a group of technology leaders, 

school superintendents and 
colleges to start building a pipe-
line of cybersecurity talent in 
Illinois beginning in elementary 
school. 

Leaders from IBM, Uptake 
and Discover attended the 
event and discussed ways to 
partner with schools to build a 

curriculum that would give stu-
dents experiences and certifica-
tions to fill cyber jobs.

In addition to classes, district 
students compete in national 
competitions to get actual expe-
rience with real-world simula-
tions. For example, CyberPa-
triot is an Air Force Association 

competition with about 5,000 
middle school and high school 
teams nationwide. 

“It’s as real world as you get,” 
Polak said. “We were given 
three to four computers, and 
you have six hours to find the 
security flaws. The flaws can 
be as easy as software updates 
needing to be installed to find-
ing hidden programs that don’t 
belong on the machine.” 

One advantage of 

competitions is that they offer 
students hands-on situations 
that require students to actually 
hack into systems.

“People always consider 
hackers as a negative thing,” 
said Mike Drenth, a Career and 
Technical Education teacher at 
Rolling Meadows High School. 

“But it’s really not anymore. 
There are so many people being 
hired as (ethical) hackers to 
help [companies] discover their 

vulnerabilities.”
One student who has been 

getting actual work experience 
is recent John Hersey High 
School graduate Mark Thomas, 
who earned three certifications 
before his senior year. He’s cur-
rently working for an IT and 
bioinformatics company in 
Prospect Heights, developing 
software for clients, maintain-
ing client sites and configuring 
servers and networks on a proj-
ect basis. 

He said the pathway helped 
him decide what he wanted to 
do in the future. This fall he’s 
planning to attend the Uni-
versity of Texas at Dallas to 
major in computer software 
engineering and information 
technology.

“This (pathway) is basically 
exposing you to everything 
in the networking world, and 
then you can choose your own 
adventure from there,” Thomas 
said.

Cybersecurity pathway prepares students for IT careers

C O U R T E S Y  O F  C O M P T I A

District 214 instructor Tom Polak works with students at Hersey High School who are pursuing 
cybersecurity careers. Many of his students have earned certifications from CompTIA, a non-
profit trade association that issues professional certifications for the information technology 
industry.

This story is part of a 16-week 
series looking at Northwest 
Suburban High School District 
214’s Career Pathways 
program. 
To join District 214’s 
Career Pathways effort as an 
internship host, career mentor 
or classroom speaker, contact 
Barb Kain in the Teaching and 
Learning Department, barb.
kain@d214.org. To support 
the program financially through a sponsorship, early career 
credentials or college credits for students, naming or other 
contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 Education 
Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

About this series, and how you can help

Barrington High School 
grad Scott Perlman is return-
ing to his hometown this 
weekend to show his debut 
feature film at the village’s 
Catlow Theater.

Perlman will be at the his-
toric theater, 116 W. Main 
St. in downtown Barrington, 
from 3 to 4:30 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday for screenings of 
his directorial debut, “Ando-
ver.” The public is invited.

Starring Jonathan Silver-
man, Jennifer Finnigan (“Sal-
vation,” “Tyrant”) and Angela 
Kinsey (“The Office”), it’s 
about a genetics professor 
who clones his dead wife over 
and over in an effort to get her 
back exactly as he remem-
bered her.

“I’m excited. The Catlow is 
the theater I grew up going to 
movies to, so it’s going to be 
surreal to be there showing 
my film,” Perlman said.

“My family and friends will 
be there, and they’ll be judg-
ing me,” he added with a 
laugh.

“Andover” already has 
drawn acclaim by winning 
best picture, the audience 
award and best actress at the 
Orlando Film Festival. Perl-
man was nominated for best 
screenplay and best director 
at the Orlando festival.

Perlman is a 1990 Bar-
rington High graduate who 
attended the University of 
Iowa. The California resident 
is no stranger to success, hav-
ing won Emmy Awards for the 
Fox Sports specials “Make ‘em 
Forget” and “Light it Up Like 
Vegas.”

Joining him this week-
end will be fellow Bar-
rington native Bill Kennedy, 
a producer who was “highly 
instrumental” in getting the 
film made, according to its 

director.
Perlman said he’s still 

deciding what do to next, add-
ing that he’s not sure whether 
to pursue another “wacky, 
high-concept” film like 
“Andover” or try something 
more mainstream.

Besides the film fest, “Ando-
ver” has been released in Los 
Angeles and will debut soon 
in Phoenix. If you miss the 
showings this weekend in 
Barrington, you can find it on 
video and iTunes starting July 
17. Its soundtrack by singer/
songwriter Nadia Lanfranconi 
will be available on iTunes, 
Spotify and elsewhere starting 
Friday.

You can check out the 
“Andover” trailer on You-
Tube at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=KDjtgOGpGfE.

— Bob Susnjara,
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Suburban bargain 
hunting tradition 

Now in its 49th year, 

the three-day Timber-
crest-Woods neighborhood 
garage sale in Schaumburg 
kicks off Friday morning.

Between 100 and 160 of the 
neighborhood’s 600 homes 
traditionally participate in the 
annual event, which typically 

runs from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Fri-
day through Sunday.

Items for sale have 
included everything from 
antiques, collectibles and 
jewelry to motorcycles, boats 
and RVs.

The Timbercrest and 

Woods subdivisions lie west 
of the Schaumburg Town-
ship District Library and 
Town Square shopping cen-
ter at the southwest corner 
of Schaumburg and Roselle 
roads in the village. 

Neighborhood resident 
Rich Gerber is coordinat-
ing the event, as he has 
every year since 2006, when 
founder Carol Johnson 
stepped down. 

Those looking for more 
information in advance 
can either visit timbercrest-
woods.com or email Gerber 
at Richard.Gerber@Com-
cast.net.

Over the course of nearly 
half a century, the garage 
sale and its variety of rare 
items have become well 
known. Nearby residents 
may find themselves in com-
petition with others from far 
and wide to be the first to 
discover this year’s treasures.

— Eric Peterson,
epeterson@dailyherald.com

Home theater

C O U R T E S Y  O F  S C O T T  P E R L -
M A N

“Andover,” the feature debut 
from Barrington native and 
director Scott Perlman, is the 
story of a genetics professor 
who clones his dead wife 
over and over in a desper-
ate attempt to get her back 
exactly as she was. It will 
be screened Saturday and 
Sunday at the Catlow Theater 
in Barrington.

D A I L Y  H E R A L D  F I L E  P H O T O ,  2 0 1 0

Barrington’s Scott Perlman grew up going to movies at the Catlow Theater in the village’s down-
town. This weekend, the theater will show Perlman’s debut feature film, “Andover.”

D A I L Y  H E R A L D  F I L E  P H O T O ,  2 0 1 7

Janet Michaels of Schaumburg sizes up a shirt during last 
year’s Timbercrest-Woods Neighborhood Garage Sale in Scha-
umburg.

Barrington High grad 
brings debut film to Catlow

Inside Northwest
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Technology leaders met at a summit hosted by District 214 in 
March 2018 to discuss the need to build a pipeline of talent for 
cyber careers, and how private and public organizations can 
partner to help students gain skills and hands-on experiences.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  C O M P T I A

District 214 instructor Tom Polak works with students at 
Hersey High School who are pursuing cybersecurity careers.
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Roselle Lions Club 
Rose Festival 
• 6 p.m. to midnight Friday, 
June 1; noon to midnight 
Saturday, June 2; and noon 
to 10 p.m. Sunday, June 3, 
at the Roselle Metra Station 
parking lot, Irving Park Road 
and Maple Avenue, Roselle. 
Entertainment, music, bingo 
and carnival ride specials. 
24th annual Run for the Roses 
5K run/walk at 8 a.m. Sunday. 
59th annual Rose Parade 
steps off at 2 p.m. Sunday. 
Free. Visit roselle.il.us. 

Hoffman Estates 
Fishing Derby
• 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, 
June 2, at South Ridge Lake, 
Freeman and Mumford 
roads, Hoffman Estates. $5 
in advance; $8 the day of the 
event. Visit hechamber.com. 

Japanfest 
Chicago 2018
• 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, 
June 2, and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday, June 3, at Forest 
View Educational Center, 
2121 S. Goebbert Road, 
Arlington Heights. Perfor-
mances, exhibitions, demon-
strations, tea ceremony, food. 
$5 general admission; free 
for kids 18 and younger. Visit 
japanfest-chicago.org.

Bow Wow Dog Expo
• 10 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
June 2, at Happy Tails Dog 
Park, 835 Commerce Court, 
Buffalo Grove. Vendors 
include dog groomers, 
an adoption program, pet 
suppliers, veterinarians. 
Free. Visit bgparks.org/event/
summer/bow-wow.aspx.
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.
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Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum
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Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.
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Daily Herald report

RotaryFest began Wednes-
day night in Elk Grove Village 
with live music, carnival rides 
and plenty of food.

The festival runs through 
Sunday, June 17, at Rotary 
Green, 164 Lions Drive, Elk 
Grove Village.

Festival hours are 6 p.m. 
to midnight Friday, 2 p.m. to 
midnight Saturday and 2 to 
10 p.m. Sunday. Admission is 
free, and free parking is avail-
able at Elk Grove High School.

Highlights of this year’s 
fest include a car show from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Friday at Elk 
Grove High School and fire-
works beginning around 9:30 
p.m. Saturday. 

Bands include Exit 147 and 
Rob Tuffcurls & The Bench 

Press on Friday; Mr. Myers, 
Hillbilly Rockstarz and 16 
Candles on Saturday; and 
Stagger and The Fortunate 
Sons on Sunday. 

Carnival rides, with daily 
specials ranging from $20 to 
$30 for unlimited rides during 
certain hours, include Zero 
Gravity, Century Wheel, Super 
Shot, Tornado and Matter-
horn. Dads ride free from 2 to 
6 p.m. Sunday, Father’s Day, 
with a paid child during the 
unlimited ride special.

Hometown Parade

Elk Grove’s annual Home-
town Parade takes place at 
2 p.m. Saturday starting at 
Tonne Road, marching along 
Elk Grove Boulevard to Lions 

Drive, with the theme “Music 
Through the Ages.” 

Elvis will make an appear-
ance and sing at the parade 
this year. The Elk Grove High 
School Marching Band will 
perform, along with high 
school bands from Oregon 
and Proviso West. Pioneer 
Drum & Bugle Corps will also 
be marching. Several dance 
groups will entertain. 

This year’s grand marshal is 
Kitty Vanderweel Weiner, who 
has been active in the com-
munity her whole life. She 
spearheaded last year’s fund-
raiser to build a much-needed 
elevator for the Elk Grove Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post 
9284, organizing the raffle 
to win a new Corvette. More 
than $175,000 was raised and 

the elevator should be ready 
for use this summer. 

She has also served as pres-
ident of the Elk Grove Rotary 
Club, is a member of the Com-
munity Character Coalition 
and is on the board of the Plan 
Commission.  

New this year is a canned 
food drive during the parade 
to help Elk Grove’s Food Pan-
try serve families in need. Vol-
unteers will collect donations. 

There will be team mascots, 
Those Funny Little People, 
Medinah Black Horse Troop, 
youth groups, community 
organizations, and The Village 
People, aka the Village Board, 
candy for the kids, and more.

For festival information, 
visit www.elkgroverotaryfest.
com.

RotaryFest, Hometown Parade ready to rock Elk Grove

D A I L Y  H E R A L D  F I L E  P H O T O ,  2 0 1 4

Chicago Blackhawks mascot Tommy Hawk blows off confetti 
along the parade route during a previous Elk Grove Village 
Hometown Parade. This year’s parade starts at 2 p.m. Saturday 
at Tonne Road and Elk Grove Boulevard.

Filmed in the Chicago area, 
“The Blues Brothers” mov-
ie’s best-known tie to the 
Northwest suburbs may be 
the brothers’ beat-up 1974 
Dodge Monaco, described as 
a decommissioned Mount 
Prospect police car. 

As the story goes, Elwood 
Blues bought the former 
squad car, known as the 
Bluesmobile, at an auction 
after he traded a previous car 
for a microphone.

This weekend, film buffs 
and car fans will get a chance 
to see not one, but six Blues-
mobiles at a first-of-its-kind 
event taking place as part 
of Mount Prospect’s weekly 
Bluesmobile Cruise Night. 

Chris Gordon, a member 
of the Mount Prospect Lions 
Club, which organizes the 
cruise nights, said the vehi-
cles first will be staged at Mr. 
Beef & Pizza, 1796 Elmhurst 
Road, at about 5:30 p.m. Sat-
urday. From there, real Mount 
Prospect police cars will escort 
the Bluesmobiles along Route 

83 to Northwest Highway and 
into the cruise night location, 
the downtown Metra station’s 
east commuter parking lot.

The six Bluesmobiles are 
coming to the show from near 
and far. Three of the six Blues-
mobile owners — including 
Arne Toman of West Chicago 
— hail from the Chicago area, 
while the others are traveling 
from Kansas, Louisiana and 

New Hampshire, according to 
Gordon.

Besides those special 
guests, the free event will fea-
ture live music, and food can 
be purchased from the neigh-
boring restaurants. The Lions 
Club asks that anyone bring-
ing a car to the event consider 
making a $1 donation to assist 
its mission to provide eye-
glasses and hearing aids to the 

young and old.
For more information, visit 

the Bluesmobile Cruise Night 
Facebook page.

— Charles Keeshan,
ckeeshan@dailyherald.com

It’s fine to forgive 
at the library

Arlington Heights 

Memorial Library offi-
cials are crafting a proposed 
Fine Forgiveness Week that 
could allow patrons to return 
long-overdue materials with-
out facing financial penalties.

Exact details are still being 
worked out, though so far offi-
cials say they aren’t consider-
ing forgiving collection agency 
fees, or lost or damaged mate-
rial replacement costs.

The library board gave staff 
the go-ahead this month to 

develop a formal proposal, 
expected to be discussed at 
the board’s next committee-
of-the-whole meeting July 2.

“Fine forgiveness is an 
industry program that has 
gained popularity over the 
years,” board President Deb-
bie Smart said. “We have 
not done it to my knowledge 
before.

“It’s preliminary,” she 

Six Bluesmobiles to roll in for Mount Prospect cruise night

C O U R T E S Y  O F  C H R I S  G O R D O N

Six Bluesmobiles, including this one owned by Stephen Hebert of West Lake, Louisiana, will be 
in Mount Prospect Saturday for the Bluesmobile Cruise Night.
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The Arlington Heights Memorial Library is considering a Fine 
Forgiveness Week that would allow past-due materials to be 
returned without late fees.

&Out
about

Taste of Des Plaines 
• 5 to 11 p.m. Friday, June 15, 
and noon to 11 p.m. Saturday, 
June 16, 1501 Ellinwood Ave., 
Des Plaines. Food and music 
festival. Free. Visit www.
tasteofdesplaines.com.

Fridays Rock &  
Roll in Meadows 
• 7 to 10 p.m. Fridays, June 
15, July 6 and Sept. 7, Kimball 
Hill Park, behind Jewel Shop-
ping Center, Rolling Meadows. 
Features music and food 
trucks. Skip Towne & the 
Greyhounds performs. Visit 
www.ci.rolling-meadows.
il.us/676/Fridays-Rock-Roll-
in-Meadows.

Scottish Festival and 
Highland Games 
• 1 to 10 p.m. Friday, June 
15, and 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Saturday, June 16, Hamilton 
Lakes, 300 Park Blvd., Itasca. 
Admission, not including 
online fees, on Friday, $12, 
$10 for ages 60 or older and 
active military with ID, and 
free for ages 12 and younger; 
Saturday, $20, $15 for seniors 
and active military, $8 for 
ages 4-12. Two-day pass, 
$20, $25 or $8. Parking pass 
is $5 or $8 for two days. Visit 
www.chicagoscots.org.

Submitted by Northwest Suburban  
High School District 214

During her senior year of 
high school, Alethia Hernan-
dez enrolled in online college 
classes offered through North-
west Suburban High School 
District 214’s new Early Col-
lege Center.

The development of the 
Early College Center paved 
the way for Hernandez to con-
currently earn a semester of 
high school and college credit 
while saving time and money 
on college tuition. Through 
the online classes, Hernandez 
said she gained skills that will 
help her in the future.

“(Being a part of this online 
program) shows that I am 
definitely college ready and 
that I have a lot of poten-
tial,” said Hernandez, a 2018 
Elk Grove High School grad-
uate. “It made (colleges and 
universities) realize that I’m 
independent and I’m really 
ready to take on challenging 
courses.”

In District 214’s Career 
Pathways program, students 
have a variety of opportunities 
to earn college credits while 
in high school, significantly 
increasing their chances to 
succeed at the college level 
and saving them thousands of 
dollars.

The ultimate goal is to break 
down barriers of postsecond-
ary access and affordability 
while ensuring students leave 
high school poised to excel.

Through the Advanced 
Placement program, students 

take rigorous, college-level 
courses and are guaranteed 
college credit at any pub-
lic state college or univer-
sity in Illinois by earning a 3 
or higher on the end-of-year 
exam.

At the same time, District 
214 offers more than 60 dual 
credit course opportunities 
through partnering with col-
leges such as Eastern Illinois 

Dual purpose Early College Center helps District 214 
students earn credits and save money

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

From left, Alethia Hernandez and Nigh Hardrict help each other with an online lesson in District 214’s Early College Center. Both 
students simultaneously earned high school and college credit.

This story is part of a 16-week series looking at Northwest 
Suburban High School District 214’s Career Pathways program. 
To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain in 
the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.org. 
To support the program financially through a sponsorship, early 
career credentials or college credits for students, naming or other 
contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 Education 
Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

About this series, and how you can help

See COLLEGE on PAGE 2

See INSIDE on PAGE 2
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University, Harper College, 
National Louis University 
and Northeastern Illinois 
University.

In the 2017-18 school year, 
District 214 students earned 
37,500 college credits. For stu-
dents attending an Illinois 
public university, that figure 
equates to a potential savings 
of $12.9 million. At a state com-
munity college, it translates to 
$4.1 million saved.

“Through our partnerships, 
students are able to fully benefit 
from the college-level instruc-
tion which has traditionally 
occurred in our high schools, as 
well as experience new oppor-
tunities for learning,” said Dan 
Weidner, District 214’s direc-
tor of academic programs 
and pathways. “Collectively, 
these efforts have allowed us to 
increase access to and reduce 
the overall cost of college atten-
dance for our students.”

The Early College Cen-
ter, which opened last fall in 
the Forest View Educational 
Center, provides an opportu-
nity for District 214 seniors to 

participate in a honors, online 
program to complete col-
lege-level coursework. Stu-
dents can earn up to 16 college 
credits through Arizona State 
University.

Students must first apply to 
the program. Once accepted, 
they take an eight-week hon-
ors course every quarter, as well 
as a self-paced math course 
guided by a District 214 teacher. 

Students spend the mornings 
in their home schools and the 
afternoons at the Early College 
Center.

In the center’s first year, 18 
students from different aca-
demic backgrounds enrolled in 
online classes. The students, all 
of whom are headed to college 
this fall, earned 208 hours of 
college credits at Arizona State.

The classes, which include 

College Algebra and English 
Composition, are challenging, 
said Nigh Hardrict, who grad-
uated from Elk Grove High 
School in May. But, ultimately, 
the courses and the experi-
ence taught Hardrict valuable 
lessons.

“This has helped me to be 
responsible and manage my 
time better,” said Hardrict, who 
heads to Valparaiso University 
in the fall. “Before, I was already 
an independent learner. But 
coming here, I’m understand-
ing how college will be.”

College: Students earn dual credits in program
Continued from Page 1

added. “We asked (staff) to go 
back, get more information 
and a more formal outlook 
on what they think it would 
involve.”

Library cardholders are 
locked out from borrowing 
additional materials when 
they’ve accrued at least $10 
in overdue charges. Exactly 
how many cardholders that 
applies to, and how many 
materials are outstanding 
in Arlington Heights, will 
be detailed in next month’s 
board proposal, officials said.

The Palatine Public Library 
offered a fine amnesty on two 
days last April.

— Christopher Placek,
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Country fair, 
19th century style

County fairs and commu-
nity festivals are still very 
much a part of 21st century 
suburbia, but the Schaum-
burg Park District is offering 
residents the chance to sam-
ple the flavor of the tradition’s 
19th century forebear.

The Spring Valley Coun-
try Fair will run from noon to 
4 p.m. Saturday, June 23, and 
Sunday, June 24, at Volkening 
Heritage Farm, 201 S. Plum 
Grove Road in Schaumburg.

Activities will include a bake 
sale, livestock and domes-
tic arts displays, and demon-
strations of 1880s farm 
equipment.

Visitors can join a variety of 

period games and activities, 
while a historic interpreter will 
portray a medicine man ped-
dling his latest elixirs.

Admission is free to the two-
day fair, which is sponsored 
by the Spring Valley Nature 
Club.

“Country Fairs were a fun 
experience in the 19th cen-
tury,” said Farm Program 
Coordinator Patty Kennedy. 
“Visitors will see interpret-
ers showing animals, baked 
goods and farm equipment in 
competition for blue ribbons 
— the quintessential prize for 
the best of the fair.” 

For more information, 
call (847) 985-2102 or visit  
parkfun.com.

— Eric Peterson,
epeterson@dailyherald.com

Inside: Old-fashion fun at country fair
Continued from Page 1
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Noemi Ramos works on an assignment in District 214’s Early 
College Center. Eighteen students enrolled in online classes 
during the 2017-18 school year and collectively earned 208 
hours of college credits at Arizona State University. 
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.
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Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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Submitted by District 214

On Jasmine Bautista’s first 
day of school, she had a panic 
attack. The then-kindergart-
ner felt like she didn’t belong 
— she spoke little English and 
felt she didn’t measure up to 
other students.

Today, after overcoming 
early obstacles and taking 
Northwest Suburban High 
School District 214’s Edu-
cation Career Pathway, the 
recent Elk Grove High School 
graduate is preparing to go 
to National Louis Univer-
sity on a four-year, full-tui-
tion scholarship to become a 
special education elementary 
schoolteacher. 

Bautista is so passionate 
about teaching that recently 
she was the guest speaker at 
District 214’s Educator Prep 
Signing, a ceremony held each 
spring for all district students 
who plan to take education 
classes and sign a commit-
ment to go into teaching. 

“The reason I want to 
become a teacher is because 
I’ve had a lot of teachers who 
have motivated me,” Bautista 
told the students. “My goal is 
to make my classroom every 

student’s safe spot and impact 
my students’ lives and educa-
tion in tremendous ways like 
… D214 once did for me.”

To help Bautista and other 
students achieve their goal of 
becoming teachers, District 
214 offers the Education Path-
way starting as early as ninth 
grade. 

The program is designed 
to help students develop 

the skills and knowledge to 
become educators through 
a series of classes, as well as 
opportunities to observe and 
teach in different classroom 
environments. 

District 214 schools taught 
education courses for sev-
eral years and started a formal 
career pathway in 2014 when 
administrators realized the 
growing demand for teachers 

in the future — and a need 
for minority teachers who 
can identify with increasingly 
diverse classrooms. 

As part of the pathway, the 
district created Educator Prep, 
which provides students with 
opportunities to earn dual 

credits through National Louis 
and Northeastern Illinois 
universities. 

Students who complete the 
Educator Prep program and 
go on to study teaching at 
National Louis or Northeast-
ern Illinois are guaranteed a 

student teaching position in 
the district or one of its part-
ner schools, as well as a job 
interview when they graduate 
if the district has an opening 
in their area.

Future teachers get started with Dist. 214 education pathway

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Students from across District 214 gathered in May to sign letters of intent to become teachers. 
The signing ceremony, one part of District 214’s Education Career Pathway, was held at the 
Forest View Education Center and brought together 140 students.

This story is part of a 
16-week series looking at 
Northwest Suburban High 
School District 214’s Career 
Pathways program. 
To join District 214’s Career 
Pathways effort as an intern-
ship host, career mentor 
or classroom speaker, 
contact Barb Kain in the 
Teaching and Learning 
Department, barb.kain@
d214.org. To support the 
program financially through 
a sponsorship, early career 
credentials or college credits 

for students, naming or 
other contribution, contact 
Erin Brooks with the District 
214 Education Foundation, 
erin.brooks@d214.org.

About this series, and how you can help

A group of Rolling Mead-
ows High School alumni cele-
brating their 35-year reunion 
this weekend is passing along 
their Mustang pride with the 
purchase of spirit shirts for 
incoming freshmen.

Glenn Chelius, who is help-
ing organize the Class of 1983 
reunion Saturday at KC’s 
Cabin in Spring Grove, wanted 
to find some way to give back 
to the school. Athletic Direc-
tor Jim Voyles suggested the 
T-shirt idea, since some stu-
dents go through four years 
without acquiring any Rolling 
Meadows-branded clothing.

Organizers have set a goal of 
raising $2,400 to pay for some 
500 shirts that will be handed 

out at freshman orientation in 
August. Students have already 
started making the shirts 
in-house, using screen print-
ing machines in the school’s 

graphic arts studio to apply 
gold Mustang logos on purple 
shirts.

Alumni also will be making 
a video at the reunion to pass 

along words of encourage-
ment to the Class of 2022.

Voyles said the spirit of 
the Class of 1983 fits with the 
school initiative, “Mustangs 
Wherever We Roam.”

“There’s some cool peo-
ple who have come and gone 
through here. We want the 
incoming class to think it’s a 
great place and their goal is to 
make the most of it,” Voyles 
said.

“It’s not just the shirt, it’s the 
message.”

— Christopher Placek,
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Barrington stars in 
Vogue fashion shoot

On a recent visit to her 
hometown of Barrington, 
famed fashion designer 

Cynthia Rowley found it to be 
a perfect venue for a “look-
book” photo shoot for Vogue, 
with models donning her 2019 
resort collection.

Known for her work on 
the red carpet and appear-
ances on shows such as “Proj-
ect Runway” and “America’s 
Next Top Model,” Rowley vis-
ited her parents from late May 
to early June and participated 
in fundraising events for Bar-
rington’s White House on 
Main Street. 

Barrington High School 
and other places in the vil-
lage served as photo shoot 
locations. 

In a June 8 piece, Vogue 
Runway writer Linda Saten-
stein described Rowley’s 
resort collection that was 

Rolling Meadows Class of ’83 passing along school spirit

C O U R T E S Y  O F  R O L L I N G  M E A D O W S  H I G H  S C H O O L

A Rolling Meadows High School Class of 2022 spirit shirt creat-
ed in-house has a newly applied gold Mustang logo.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  R O L L I N G 
M E A D O W S  H I G H  S C H O O L

Students at Rolling Meadows 
High School have started 
making purple and gold spirit 
shirts for incoming freshmen 
— to be funded by the Class 
of 1983.

Inside Northwest

Submitted by Arts in Bartlett

Last June 2,500 people 
attended a new outdoor fes-
tival focusing on the cultural 
diversity represented in the 
community, presented by Arts 
in Bartlett, a local nonprofit 
arts council. 

The Global Arts Festival 
returns to Bartlett Park from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday, June 23-24. This two-
day festival features multicul-
tural arts and crafts booths, 
entertainment, food, wine and 
craft beer, games and audi-
ence participation. 

Music and dance includes 
groups represented by Africa, 
Ireland, India, Mexico, Pacific 
islands, Native Americans, 
Poland, China, Taiwan and 
more. The park is at 102 N. 
Eastern, Bartlett.

The Bartlett Historical Soci-
ety will lead a pre-event walk-
ing tour of historical homes 
of architectural interest sur-
rounding Bartlett Park at 10 
a.m. Saturday. 

The opening ceremony at 11 
a.m. Saturday includes chil-
dren and other volunteers car-
rying the flags of 21 nations 
in a parade around the park. 
Any child who wishes to par-
ticipate should be at the Log 
Cabin at 10:45 a.m. 

“We are excited to add a 
sports feature this year — 
cricket — sponsored by the 
Bartlett Rotary Club,” said 
Cecilia Green, Arts in Bartlett 
executive director. 

“Cricket is the second most 
popular team sport in the 
world, but many of us in this 
area have never participated 
or even seen it played.” 

Tom Melville of Hands On 
Cricket will bring equipment 
and national cricket uniforms. 
Visitors can come to the north 
end of the park and join a 
team of four or five people. No 
experience is needed; games 

are between 11 a.m. and 4 
p.m. both days. Each game 
takes 30 to 45 minutes.  

“A new activity for kids will 
take them all over the festival 
looking for stamps for their 
Global Arts Passport,” Green 
said. “After getting five to 10 
stamps in their books, they 
can take it into McDonald’s on 
Route 59 in Bartlett for a free 
vanilla cone.” 

Kids Global Arts Passports 
will be available at the Infor-
mation Tent, the Activity Tent 
and the Gazebo. 

“My Family’s Story” is 
another new project that 
begins at the festival and con-
tinues through the summer. 

“We are looking for first-, 
second- and third-generation 

A cultural feast Global Arts Festival in Bartlett 
adds new features this year 

D A I L Y  H E R A L D  F I L E  P H O T O ,  2 0 1 7

Chen Yu, president of the Midwest Hakka Association and 
representing the Hakka Community in Taiwan, dresses in tradi-
tional costume at last year’s Global Arts Festival.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  A R T S  I N  B A R T L E T T

This year’s Global Arts Festival adds cricket — one of the most 
popular team sports in the world — both days from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. June 23 and 24 in Bartlett Park.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  A R T S  I N  B A R T L E T T

Tony Talwar’s art is a popular stop at the Global Arts Festival for those interested in the Indian 
culture.

See EDUCATION on PAGE 3

See FESTIVAL on PAGE 3

See INSIDE on PAGE 3
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“It’s so great that the district 
is recognizing the need for 
teachers and the importance 
of teachers — and how hard it 
is to be a teacher,” said Rolling 
Meadows teacher Linda Thor-
son, who runs the district’s 
Education Academy, an inten-
sive, hands-on dual credit 
teaching course for seniors in 
the education pathway. 

Students who qualify for 
the Education Academy 
teach in four different edu-
cational settings and take 
dual-credit teacher education 
courses with Thorson at Roll-
ing Meadows. 

Allie Ontaneda, a recent 
graduate of Rolling Meadows 
High School, said that Educa-
tion Academy helped prepare 

her for the teaching career 
that she’s dreamed about 
since she was young. She has 
learned to write lesson plans 
and teach them to students — 
a challenging but rewarding 
experience. 

“This is the most diffi-
cult part of the class, but well 
worth it because of the expe-
rience and confidence we are 
building,” she said.

This fall, Ontaneda will 
attend Carthage College 
in Kenosha, Wisconsin, to 
major in Spanish and minor 
in secondary education to 
become a high school Span-
ish teacher. 

“I hope to return to District 
214 to teach and give back to 
the community that helped 
me grow and find my pur-
pose,” she said.

Education: Students make 
pledge to become teachers
Continued from Page 1

immigrants who would like to 
share the stories of how their 
family came to the United 
States and made it their new 
home,” Green said. 

Recorded interviews will 
be transcribed, included in 
a blog, then archived at the 
Bartlett History Museum. 

“If you’re interested, call 
(630) 372-4152 before the fes-
tival, or come to the Informa-
tion Tent during the festival 
to volunteer for an interview,” 
Green said. 

“If you get tired of walk-
ing around the festival, you 
can relax at the Sit & Knit a Bit 
Tent,” Green said, “and learn 
the craft that began in ancient 
Egypt and traveled to the U.S. 
with European immigrants.” 

Arts in Bartlett’s resident 
artist Linda Kay will show 
you how to knit a portion of a 
chain that will make a Fiber 
Flash installation for the Sep-
tember Bartlett Heritage Days. 

Visitors will also be invited 
to participate in tai chi, mar-
tial arts, and games. The 
activity tent will have face 
painting, crafts and loteria, 
a Mexican bingo game with 
prizes. 

The Gazebo will contain a 
Global Story Circle with the 
Story Spinner Debi Gajew-
ski, and crafts with Color 
My World Arts Academy. 
Hanover Township Seniors’ 
tent features rock and shell 
painting. 

Shopping opportuni-
ties include booths selling 

handmade goods, jewelry, 
artisan foods and art reflect-
ing world cultures. Some pur-
chases will benefit artisans 
overseas who are able to earn 
money through fair trade 
shops like Gifts of the World 
in Schaumburg, Trades of 
Hope and Artisans of Hope 
in Bartlett and SORA, with 
handwoven purses made by 
urban and rural poor women 
in the Philippines.

For the full schedule, visit 
www.artsinbartlett.org and on 
Facebook at “Global Arts Fes-
tival, Bartlett IL.” For informa-
tion, contact Arts in Bartlett at 
(630) 372-4152 or artsinbart-
lett@comcast.net. The Global 
Arts Festival takes place in 
cooperation with the village of 
Bartlett, Hanover Township, 
Bartlett Parks, Streamwood 
Community Relations Com-
mission, and Taipei Economic 
and Cultural Office in Chicago.

Festival: Learn about different cultures
Continued from Page 1

modeled in Barrington.
“Some of the clothes sweetly 

recollected Rowley’s child-
hood, like a stretchy plaid 
T-shirt dress similar to one 
she wore growing up,” Saten-
stein wrote. “The pattern also 
turned up on a pair of slightly 
flared trousers that nicely 
lengthened the body.”

Rowley graduated from Bar-
rington High and attended 

the School of Art Institute of 
Chicago. 

With little money, she 
went to New York, where she 
built an empire that includes 
branded collection bou-
tiques and a presence in stores 
worldwide with women’s and 
men’s clothing, home fur-
nishings, handbags, fitness 
apparel, fragrances, office 
supplies and shoes.

— Bob Susnjara.
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Inside: Designer returns 
home to Barrington
Continued from Page 1

C O U R T E S Y  O F  B A R R I N G T O N  A R E A  U N I T  D I S T R I C T  2 2 0

Powerhouse fashion designer Cynthia Rowley visited her 
hometown of Barrington in late May and early June. Here, she’s 
at Barrington High School’s outdoor stadium for a shoot, with 
a model behind her featuring a dress from her 2019 resort 
collection. 

D A I L Y  H E R A L D  F I L E  P H O T O ,  2 0 1 7

Lester and Anita Jakubowski of Tata’s Pierogi and Polish 
Comfort Food in Elk Grove Village served up ethnic food at last 
year’s Global Arts Festival in Bartlett Park.

Submitted by Palatine Park District

ICompete, in partnership with Palatine 
Park District and Partners for Our Com-
munities, presents Golf 4 Kids, a fami-
ly-friendly fundraising event, Monday, 
June 25. 

Golf 4 Kids will be from 4 to 5:30 p.m. at 
Palatine Hills Golf Course, 512 W. North-
west Hwy., Palatine. For a $10 dona-
tion, participants will receive 90 minutes 
of access to the FootGolf course, driving 
range and putting green at the golf course, 
along with one free door prize ticket and 
light refreshments. 

Raffle tickets will also be available for 
purchase for a variety of prizes donated by 
local organizations and businesses.

To register for the event, visit pala-
tineparks.org and use event code ICOM-
PETESPECEVNT under the special events 
section of the registration site. The event 
is recommended for all ages, and children 
must be supervised by a registered adult. 

Loaner clubs will be available, or par-
ticipants are welcome to bring their 
own. Please note that strollers will not be 
allowed on the course.

All proceeds from the event will benefit 

ICompete youth programs. 
According to Cristina Correa, who 

works with the program, “ICompete pro-
vides year-round programming for under-
served youth and families in District 15. 
We break down the barriers and offer aca-
demics, athletics and arts to everyone who 
wants to participate. ICompete has given 
many children the first opportunity to 
play a sport, try an instrument, perform in 
a dance recital, or attend a Palatine High 
School football game. 

“We are very fortunate to have the sup-
port from our dedicated staff, community 
members, and collaborative partners.”

For information about ICompete or the 
Golf 4 Kids event, contact Cristina Cor-
rea at (847) 963-6351 or call the Partners 
for Our Communities front desk at (847) 
776-9500.

The mission of ICompete is to introduce 
underserved families to athletics, arts and 
academics by breaking down the barri-
ers of access in order to stimulate interest, 
provide academic support, and increase 
opportunities for underserved families to 
participate in organized sports, clubs, or 
community programs.

ICompete to host golf outing June 25

C O U R T E S Y  O F  P A L A T I N E  P A R K  D I S T R I C T 

ICompete, a local organization that 
provides art, athletic and academic 
programs and access for underserved 
children, is hosting a fundraiser Monday, 
June 25, at Palatine Hills Golf Course.
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Submitted by District 214

From belting out solos in 
show choir competitions to 
making an audience roar 
with laughter at an improv 
show, recent John Hersey 
High School graduate Theo 
Brown has explored his pas-
sion through the Performing 
Arts Career Pathways offered 
by Northwest Suburban High 
School District 214.  

“The programs I’ve par-
ticipated in are very benefi-
cial,” said Brown, who cred-
its his various arts experiences 
with his decision to pursue a 
degree in musical theater at 
the Boston Conservatory at 
Berklee in Boston. 

“It’s such a great family and 
place to feel welcome and 
bring stories and music to the 
audiences.”  

District 214 offers several 
Performing Arts and Visual 
Arts pathways to prepare stu-
dents for the diverse oppor-
tunities in creative industries. 
Careers can range from act-
ing, stage management, art or 
photography and commer-
cial and industrial design to 
teaching. 

“If we can help students 
develop their creativity in an 
organized and professional 
way, then the opportunities 
and careers in the arts are 
endless,” said Buffalo Grove 
High School’s Fine and Per-
forming Arts co-coordinator 
Elizabeth Bennett, who used 
her network to implement art-
ist presentations during lunch 
hours, so students have the 
chance to hear what it means 
to create a resume as a profes-
sional in the field.

Other teachers have taken 
similar approaches, with an 

eye on ensuring students 
know their career options. 
Diane Rawlinson, a veteran 
dance teacher at Wheel-
ing High School, has pro-
vided students with unparal-
leled experiences, including 
touring established Chicago 
studios and renowned the-
aters to learn the ins and outs 
of arts administration — an 

opportunity for those inter-
ested in managing a theater or 
gallery.

Some schools, including 
Buffalo Grove and Prospect, 
feature student-managed gal-
leries to display the work of 
students, alumni and profes-
sionals. Separately, an annual 
all-district summer musi-
cal creates roles that include 
technical designers, direct-
ing assistants and market-
ing publicists in addition to 
performers. 

The summer musical, 
this year running July 12-14, 
also allows students the 

opportunity to earn dual 
credit from Eastern Illinois 
University by attending a 
weekly course.

A theme throughout these 
pathways is leadership. 
Many students work individ-
ually with professional art-
ists on visual pieces or with 
professional musicians to 
compose music. Whether 
designing and building sets, 
directing plays or arranging 
music compositions for oth-
ers to perform, student lead-
ership is at the core of arts 
education in the district. 

The district’s Fine Arts 

Pathway insists there is end-
less opportunities for stu-
dents driven to work in the 
arts field, with student expo-
sure to an extensive list of 
classes, clubs, exhibits, per-
formances and personalized 
education, including private 
instruction. 

The district’s fine arts 
career adviser places stu-
dents in internships in the 
industry to further explore 
opportunities including tech-
nical theater, music, perfor-
mance and business. 

“Exposure to art-based 

careers outside of high school 
can completely change a stu-
dent’s perspective on the job 
options in the real world,” 
District 214 Fine and Per-
forming Arts coordinator Jer-
emy Morton said. 

“Our staff does an excellent 
job finding students’ talents 
and passions. While encour-
aging them to grow, they also 
provide a plethora of oppor-
tunities to explore the arts 
— whether that is through 
performance, direction, mar-
keting, creation or technical 
skills — and related careers.” 

Show 
business

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

District 214 offers several Performing Arts and Visual Arts pathways to prepare students for the many opportunities in creative 
industries. Educators work closely with students to offer internships, guest speakers and other opportunities to explore careers 
beyond the obvious in the world of fine and performing arts. 

Dist. 214 students get to explore 
creativity via the arts pathways

Submitted by District 214

When hundreds of proud 
Arlington High School grad-
uates gathered from across 
the country for an all-class 
reunion in their former high 
school last fall, a 1984 gradu-
ate asked what will Arlington’s 
legacy be when no Arlington 
graduates remain.

“What kind of lasting legacy 
do we have available to us that 
will extend long beyond any 
of our own lifetimes … that we 
can continue to provide to the 
students of our community?” 
he said.

The Cardinal Fund, named 
for Arlington’s mascot, was 
launched at that event to 
ensure that legacy, with a goal 
of funding Advanced Place-
ment exams and industry cre-
dentials for current Northwest 

Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 students who cannot 
afford them.

Those gathered in the Grace 
Gymnasium agreed this fund 
will maintain the long-stand-
ing ideals, spirit and tradition 
that were, and are, Arling-
ton. Further, it will support 
students across every district 
school today, enabling a con-
tinued legacy of success.

Arlington High School was 
District 214’s first school. 
Since it closed in 1984 amid 
declining enrollment, District 
214 has grown and changed. 
Today, one in four students 
live in poverty. Many more 
come from families who strug-
gle to make ends meet. At 
the same time, the district is 
encouraging more students 
to pursue early college credits 

and career credentials; to dis-
cover their future and their 
passion before leaving high 
school.

When District 214 broad-
ened its Education Founda-
tion in 2014, administrators 
challenged the foundation to 
significantly support schools 
and students beyond the lim-
itations of conventional fund-
ing for public education. 

Shortly after, Erin Brooks, 
the foundation’s executive 
director, spoke to counsel-
ors about students’ greatest 
needs. Many mentioned that 
the cost of Advanced Place-
ment exams and industry cre-
dentials can be crippling for 
many families. And yet, both 
increase the possibility of 

Cardinal Fund will build legacy for Arlington High School
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District 214 offers several Performing Arts and Visual Arts 
pathways to prepare students for the many opportunities in 
creative industries. 

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

District 214 students rehearse lines for the summer musical. 
District 214 provides several Performing Arts and Visual Arts 
pathways to prepare students for diverse careers in these 
fields. 

This story is part of a 
16-week series looking 
at Northwest Suburban 
High School District 214’s 
Career Pathways program. 
To join District 214’s 
Career Pathways effort as 
an internship host, career 
mentor or classroom 
speaker, contact Barb 
Kain in the Teaching and 
Learning Department, 
barb.kain@d214.org. 
To support the program 
financially through a 
sponsorship, early career 
credentials or college 
credits for students, nam-
ing or other contribution, 
contact Erin Brooks with 
the District 214 Education 
Foundation, erin.brooks@
d214.org.

About this series

At an 
all-class 
reunion for 
Arlington 
High School 
graduates 
in the fall 
of 2017, the 
District 214 
Education 
Foundation 
launched 
the Cardinal 
Fund, which 
pays for 
Advanced 
Placement 
exams and 
industry 
credentials 
for students 
who cannot 
afford them. 

See FUND on PAGE 2



23

Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.
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Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.
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Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project
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Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.
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professions through high school curriculum
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Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.
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Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.
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Deacon Don Grossnickle 
of Arlington Heights calls his 
recent eight-day medical mis-
sion trip to Africa a success, 
but says there’s more work 
to do to help combat malaria 
there.

Grossnickle, of Our Lady 
of the Wayside Parish, vis-
ited a number of villages in 
Uganda in April to support his 
Cows Against Malaria Proj-
ect. The effort works with a St. 
Louis-based nonprofit orga-
nization to loan pregnant 
dairy cows to poor residents 
of rural villages. Milk is then 
sold to help purchase malaria 
medicine.

Among the highlights of the 
trip, Grossnickle brought a 
donated ultrasound machine 
to a small village clinic as a 
way to prevent birth compli-
cations. He also visited several 

of the 18 farms where cows 
have been donated since 2016.

And he met with local lead-
ers in five more regions of 

Uganda to step up efforts 
against malaria through the 
cow project.

“The trip reinforced that the 
people can really benefit from 
assistance empowering them 
to be in a better position to lift 
themselves above a situation 
from which they cannot them-
selves alone find a way to con-
quer,” Grossnickle wrote in a 
description of his trip.

But, he added, “More help is 
much needed.”

Now that he’s returned to 
the suburbs, Grossnickle is 
turning to local organizations 
to help assist with fundraising. 
The goal is to raise $5,000 to 
start a “piggery” at a clinic in 
Nakifuma that treats patients 

with malaria.
— Christopher Placek

cplacek@dailyherald, com

Boomers ‘retire’ at 
Friendship Village

While staying with local 
host families is the norm for 
Schaumburg Boomers play-
ers, this is the seventh sum-
mer in which a few have got-
ten to be honorary residents of 
the Friendship Village of Scha-
umburg senior community.

Boomers General Manager 
Michael Larson said the play-
ers stay in available vacant 
furnished units, but interact 
with other members of the 
community there including 
for meals. It’s tended to be a 
highly sought accommoda-
tion that most often goes to 

the team’s most experienced 
players.

Enjoying the amenities of 
Friendship Village this sum-
mer are pitcher Will Still-
man from North Carolina and 
infielders Collin Ferguson of 
California and Kenny Towns 
of Virginia.

“The residents of Friend-
ship Village experience the 
energy and excitement of the 
young players, while the play-
ers are fulfilling their lifelong 
dream of playing professional 
baseball,” said Patricia Mash, 
vice president of planning 
and marketing for Friendship 
Senior Options, Friendship 
Village’s parent organization. 
“Since we first started this 
arrangement in 2012, it’s been 
a great success and something 

Arlington Heights deacon’s mission successful, not yet accomplished
Inside Northwest

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D O N  G R O S S N I C K L E

Deacon Don Grossnickle gives an ultrasound machine to a 
nurse at a clinic in Nakifuma, Uganda. Grossnickle is back from 
an eight-day medical mission to the African nation, where he 
saw signs of improvement, but also much work left to be done.

By Amanda Talalaj
Wheeling High School

Hatice Canbolat has wanted to be a doc-
tor since she became interested in science 
in third grade. This summer, Canbolat, 
who will be a senior at Buffalo Grove High 
School in the fall, is getting hands-on experi-
ence as an intern at Athletico Physical Ther-
apy as part of Northwest Suburban High 
School District 214’s Health Sciences Career 
Pathway.

“I shadow the doctors there and observe 
the individual plans they have for each 

patient,” said Canbolat, who 
wants to become a pediat-

ric surgeon. “Interning at 
Athletico helps me gain 
experience in the medi-
cal field, teaches me key 

concepts about physical 
therapy and allows me to be 

in a professional environment.”
Canbolat has been taking Advanced 

Placement science and math courses as part 
of District 214’s Health Science Career Path-
way since her sophomore year. The pro-
gram offers students basic pathway courses 
to ground them in health sciences as well as 
electives such as AP Biology, AP Chemistry 
and AP Psychology. In addition, the path-
way includes internship opportunities like 
Canbolat’s, as well as industry mentorships 
and certification opportunities.

The program is designed to prepare stu-
dents for a wide range of health care profes-
sions, from emergency medical technicians 
and paramedics and nurses and nursing 
assistants to physician assistants, pharma-
cists, doctors, surgeons, dentists and psychi-
atrists, all of which will be in high demand 

in the future, according to the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics.

In addition to these programs, District 
214 is launching a “Middle College” health 
careers partnership this fall: an opportu-
nity for students to spend their senior year at 
Harper College, earning dual credit and get-
ting a jump start on their careers and their 

college education.
“It is giving students the opportunity to 

earn around 30 hours of college credit in a 
health career certification or degree area 
that will help them progress into their health 
career futures,” said Dan Weidner, direc-
tor of Academic Programs and Pathways. 
“Through our career pathways, we’re really 

trying to help students 
decide what their post-
secondary path is while 
still in high school, so 
they can go to college 
with purpose.”

At Elk Grove High 
School, Caryn Blanke 

teaches introduction to health careers and 
medical terminology classes. There, stu-
dents study the human body and medical 
terminology and learn skills such as how to 
speak to patients and interact with a team, 

Daily Herald staff report

The Wauconda Area Chamber of Com-
merce will host the 55th annual IPRA 
Championship Wauconda Rodeo Sat-
urday and Sunday, July 14 and 15, at the 
Golden Oaks Equestrian Center, at Case 
and Rand roads in Wauconda.

Both days feature pre-rodeo entertain-
ment including a mechanical bull, food 
booths, beer garden and merchandise 
vendors. 

On Saturday, the gates open for pre-
show entertainment at 5 p.m., with rodeo 
competition starting at 7 p.m. The rodeo 
will include routines by the MidWest 
Renegades Equestrian Drill Team, trick 

riders, rodeo clowns, and six competitive 
events: Saddle Bronc Riding, Bareback 
Bronc Riding, Bull Riding, Cowgirl Barrel 
Racing, Steer Roping and Tie-Down Rop-
ing. Live bands will perform before and 
after the rodeo.

Sunday is Family Day. Gates open at 
noon, with a free petting zoo, $3 pony 
rides and a kids moonwalk added to the 
preshow activities. The rodeo begins at 2 
p.m., with another performance by the 
MidWest Renegades Equestrian Drill 
Team, along with specialty acts and pro-
fessional cowboys and cowgirls from 
across the country.

Tickets for the rodeo are $15 for adults, 

$6 for children at the gate. Children 
under 4 are free. Parking is $7 per vehicle.

The day before the rodeo, Friday, July 
13, the event grounds will also host the 
third annual Badges vs. Bad Guys Char-
ity Boxing Event. The gates open at 6 p.m. 
and fights pitting “average Joes” against 
local politicians, police officers, fire-
fighters and more start at 7 p.m. Tickets 
are $20 at the door, with VIP packages 
available.

For details and tickets, visit www.
waucondarodeo.com or www.wauco-
ndachamber.org, or call the Wauconda 
Area Chamber of Commerce, at (847) 
526-5580.

Yee-haw!

J O E  L E W N A R D / jlewnard@dailyherald.com, 2017

Wauconda Rodeo rides into town
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District 214 students have opportunities to explore careers in the health science field and earn certifications, 
including a Certified Nursing Assistant certificate, before they complete high school.

About this series
This story is part of a 
16-week series looking 
at Northwest Suburban 
High School District 
214’s Career Pathways 
program. 
To join District 214’s 
Career Pathways effort as 
an internship host, career 
mentor or classroom 
speaker, contact Barb 
Kain in the Teaching and 
Learning Department, 
barb.kain@d214.org. 
To support the program 
financially through a 
sponsorship, early career 
credentials or college 
credits for students, nam-
ing or other contribution, 
contact Erin Brooks with 
the District 214 Education 
Foundation, erin.brooks@
d214.org.

A step ahead District 214 offers prescription 
 for health career success

Events 
planned 
for the 
IPRA 
Champi-
onship 
Rodeo in 
Wauconda 
include 
bronco 
riding, 
bull 
riding, 
roping, 
barrel 
racing 
and more. 

See INSIDE on PAGE 2

See 214 on PAGE 3
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The musical “Ragtime,” 
which was performed 834 
times on Broadway and 
earned 13 Tony Award nomi-
nations, is playing in Arlington 
Heights with a cast of 80 and 
25 orchestra musicians. 

“It will make you think, and 
boy, will it make you feel,” 
says producer Julie Cohen.

This not-your-typical the-
ater piece will be performed 
at the St. James Parish Cen-
ter, 820 N. Arlington Heights 
Road, through Sunday, July 
22. 

Show director, Kevin Long, 
known for his work at Harper 
College and Chicago Shake-
speare Theatre says, “The 
audience will get their mon-
ey’s worth in a million ways 
and the fact that the cast is 
so large makes this a musical 
epic. I think we’ve put in 10 
hours of rehearsal just on the 
opening number. I refer to it 
as my mission.”

Cohen, a popular singer at 
St. James, says, “‘Ragtime’ is 
a riveting story with power-
ful songs that address polit-
ical and economic issues at 
the turn of the 20th Century 
by intersecting the lives of an 
upper-class white family, the 
African American community, 
and the immigrant sector. The 
cast is as authentic as the very 
script itself and every member 
has vocals that will knock your 
socks off.” 

Appearing in the play are 

real-life historical figures 
such as Henry Ford, J.P. Mor-
gan, Booker T. Washington 
and Houdini. A custom-de-
signed set was constructed 
over a five-month time span 
by a team of 20 people. Gor-
geous and lush costumes and 
props were borrowed from 
area theaters such as the Mar-
riott in Lincolnshire, Step-
penwolf Theatre in Chicago 
and Drury Lane in Oakbrook.

The biggest challenge for 
musical director Tamaron 
Conseur has been gather-
ing musicians from all over 
the Chicago area to play the 
orchestra instrumental parts. 
“Most are high school stu-
dents, some are professionals. 

Except for a harp, for which 
there was no room, it’s the 
exact orchestration of the 
Broadway production,” Con-
seur says.

“Ragtime” is choreo-
graphed by Erin Saflarski, 
who instructs early childhood 
autistic students in a Palatine 
school. This is her 15th pro-
duction at St. James, “the big-
gest one for which I have cho-
reographed.” she says. 

She also performs in the 
show in the role of Evelyn 
Nesbit, which is an added 
challenge.

Cohen’s 10-year-old son, 
Leo, plays the role of Edgar.

“I’ve never had a big role 
like this. I’m really scared 

about opening night. I might 
forget one of my lines,” Leo 
said. The young Cohen is per-
forming in his third produc-
tion at St. James. What he 
has enjoyed most about the 
rehearsals is meeting new 
people and sharing the stage 
with them. 

“The process of putting 
together a production of this 
size is months and months of 
hard work,” Julie Cohen said. 
“We all have kids, and jobs, 
and other commitments ... 
I am grateful that everyone 
stepped up to make the show 
a top priority in their lives. We 
want audiences to be blown 
away.”

Compared to the movie 
“Ragtime,” Cohen said, 
“Everything about the stage 
version of “Ragtime” is better 
than the movie.” 

Conseur agreed.
“There’s nothing like watch-

ing live performers on a stage 
singing and emoting … hear-
ing musicians bring that 
music into a character’s per-
sonality. There is just no way 
to replicate that,” Conseur 
said.

Show times through July 22 
are: 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday evenings 
and 1 p.m. on Sunday. For 
tickets and additional infor-
mation, visit www.stjamesthe-
atre.org.

• Submit ‘Your News’ at www.
dailyherald.com/share. 

‘Ragtime’ plays in Arlington Heights 

C O U R T E S Y  O F  P A T  H E A L Y

David Pfenninger as Tateh, Anita Silvert as Emma Goldman and 
Annie McDonough as Tateh’s daughter, in the St. James Parish 
production of “Ragtime,” running through July 22 at the Parish 
Center, 820 N. Arlington Heights Road, in Arlington Heights.

“Love is patient and 
kind … it is not rude or 
unmannerly.” 
— 1 Corinthians 13:4,5 

(AMP)

My mother was a 
collector. She col-
lected dolls, such 
as Shirley Tem-
ple, Raggedy Ann 
and baby dolls. She 
also enjoyed spe-
cial plates, such as 
those in the Currier 
and Ives editions. When she 
passed away several years 
ago, my oldest sister inher-
ited her doll collection. I 
enjoyed a plate with a car-
dinal on it. My other sister, 
enjoyed a few gems from 
her jewelry box. 

Many of us enjoy fam-
ily legacies being passed 
down, such as a legacy of 
some great thing an ances-
tor has done, or a tangible 
inheritance. 

The inheritances of con-
cern to us should be of the 
habits, attitudes, beliefs, 
perceptions and patterns 
handed down through our 
parents and grandparents; 
they shape our thinking 
and beliefs. 

Sometimes they can be 
good; oftentimes, they 
can be destructive and 
extremely dysfunctional, 
creating chaos and drama 
in our lives.

We are familiar with the 
family patterns, such as 
divorce, alcohol, anger, vio-
lence, mental illness and 
infidelity, that cause lack of 
trust and harmony in our 
homes. But there also sub-
tle dysfunctional sins that 
are equally destructive.

Carrying a chip on our 
shoulders makes us bitter 

and difficult to live 
with. Wrong per-
ceptions and 
closed-minded-
ness can cloud our 
understanding. 
Insecurity makes us 
defensive or over 
sensitive. Masking 
feelings of guilt and 
shame with stay-
ing too busy, drugs 
or alcohol hurts us 
rather than helps 
us. Our finger-point-

ing and lashing out doesn’t 
help our situation or make 
it go away. 

A family should create an 
environment where each 
person feels important. A 
household should nurture 
and listen to one another, 
not withhold love as a pun-
ishment (love is patient and 
kind). Love confronts an 
issue, but it does it with the 
interest to help the other 
person. A healthy fam-
ily should seek to under-
stand and establish healthy 
boundaries and rules that 
are good for everyone. 

Dealing with our dysfunc-
tions can cause great pain, 
guilt and anger or sadness. 
Allowing God’s love to help 
us receive forgiveness and 
grow past the hurt and pain 
can bring function and cre-
ate peace.

• Annettee Budzban is a Chris-
tian author, speaker, life coach 
and nurse. She is available to 
speak at your church or group. 
Annettee will be speaking at the 
Libertyville civic center Satur-
day, July 28 at 1 p.m. RSVP if 
planning to attend. She can be 
contacted at (847) 543-8413, or 
Annetteebudzban@aol.com. 
Also, visit Annetteebudzban.
com

Allow God’s love to 
create peace from 
family dysfunction

and how to chart patient 
information. In addition, 
10 to 15 health care profes-
sionals speak to the classes 
throughout the year to talk 
about their work in the field.

“This is a great advantage 
for students in our health 
care classes, because they 
are meeting professionals 

face to face and starting to 
make connections,” Blanke 
said.

Jenna Baltes, who will be 
a senior at Prospect High 
School this fall, said teachers 
in the Health Science Career 
Pathway have made a sub-
stantial impact on her life.

“All have inspired my 
career in health science 
and helped me learn … why 

science is such an incredi-
ble and interesting field,” she 
said.

In addition to her courses, 
Baltes is getting hands-on 
experience through a phar-
maceutical internship at 
Walgreens this summer, 
another District 214 part-
ner, working with pharma-
cists and doing the work 
of a pharmacy technician 

to advance her medical 
knowledge.

“I couldn’t see myself in 
any other field,” said Baltes, 
who wants to become a mil-
itary doctor one day, carry-
ing on her family’s genera-
tions-long legacy of service. 
“Being able to help oth-
ers through the pathway of 
science is truly a dream of 
mine.”

214: Students get taste of medical careers
Continued from Page 1

Annettee  
Budzban
Christian 
inspirations

Continued on page 24
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Submitted by the Collings Foundation

Rare bomber and fighter 
aircraft from World War II will 
be on display Friday through 
Sunday, July 27-29, at Execu-
tive Airport in Wheeling.

The living history display is 
held in honor of World War II 
veterans as part of a 110-city 
nationwide Wings of Freedom 
tour. 

The Wings of Freedom Tour 
will arrive at Chicago Execu-
tive Airport at 2 p.m. Friday, 
July 27, and will be on display 
until the aircraft depart July 
29. Hours of ground tours and 
display are: 2 to 5 p.m. Friday 
and 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Satur-
day and Sunday, July 28-29. 

Aircraft on display will 
include the B-17 Flying Fortress 
“Nine O Nine,” Consolidated 
B-24 Liberator “Witchcraft,” 
B-25 Mitchell “Tondelayo” 
bombers and P-51 Mustang 
“Toulouse Nuts” fighter. 

This is a rare opportunity to 
visit, explore, and learn more 
about these unique treasures of 
aviation history. The B-17 is one 
of only eight in flying condition 
in the United States, the B-24J is 
the sole remaining example of 
its type flying in the world. The 

B-25 is best known for being 
used in the daring Doolittle raid. 
The P-51 Mustang was awarded 
the prestigious Grand Cham-
pion award for restoration. 

Visitors are invited to explore 
the aircraft inside and out. 
Cost is $15 for adults and $5 
for children younger than 12 
for access to up-close viewing 
and tours of the inside of the 
aircraft. There are discounted 
rates for school groups. 

Visitors may also experience 
the once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity to actually take a 30-min-
ute flight aboard these rare air-
craft. Flights on either the B-17 
or B-24 are $450 per person. 

Get some “stick time” in the 
world’s greatest fighter. P-51 
flight training is $2,200 for a 
half-hour and $3,200 for a full 
hour. B-25 flights are $400 per 
person. For reservations and 
information on flight experi-
ences, call (800) 568-8924. For 
details, visit www.collingsfoun-
dation.org/event/chicago-il/.

About the tour

The Wings of Freedom 
Tour travels the nation as 
a flying tribute to the flight 

crews who flew them, the 
ground crews who main-
tained them, the workers 
who built them, the soldiers, 
sailors and airmen they 
helped protect, and the citi-
zens and families that share 
the freedom that they helped 
preserve. 

The B-17, B-25 and B-24 
were the backbone of the 
American effort during the 
war from 1942 to 1945 and 
were famous for their ability 
to sustain damage and still 
accomplish the mission. 

Despite the risks of 
anti-aircraft fire, attacking 
enemy fighters, and the har-
rowing environment of sub-
zero temperatures, many 
B-17s and B-24s safely 
brought their crews home. 

The P-51 Mustang was 
affectionately known as the 
bombers’ “Little Friend” — 
saving countless crews from 
attacking Axis fighters. 

After the war, many air-
craft were scrapped for their 
raw aluminum to rebuild a 
nation in postwar prosperity, 
and therefore very few were 
spared. The rarity of the B-17, 
B-25, B-24 and P-51 — and 

their importance to telling 
the story of World War II — is 
why the Collings Foundation 
continues to fly and display 
the aircraft nationwide.

At each location, local 
veterans and their families 
are encouraged to visit and 
share their experiences and 
stories with the public. For 
aviation enthusiasts, the tour 
provides an opportunity for 
the museum to come to the 
visitor and not the other way 
around. 

Collings Foundation

The Collings Foundation is 
a 501c3 nonprofit, educational 
foundation devoted to orga-
nizing “living history” events 
that allow people to learn 
more about their heritage 
and history through direct 
participation. 

The Nationwide Wings of 
Freedom Tour is celebrating 
its 29th year and visits an aver-
age of 110 cities in more than 
35 states annually. Since its 
start, tens of millions of peo-
ple have seen the B-17, B-24 
and P-51 display at locations 
everywhere. 

Wings of freedom
J O E  L E W N A R D / jlewnard@dailyherald.com, 2017

A B-17 Flying Fortress is displayed as part of the “Wings of Freedom” tour at Executive Airport in Wheeling. The tour returns this 
weekend, July 27-29.

Rare World War II aircraft coming to Executive Airport in Wheeling

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

More than two years ago, 
Northwest Suburban High 
School District 214 opened 
its first coffee cart in the 
main hallway of the district’s 
headquarters.

About 18 students with spe-
cial needs in the district’s tran-
sition program worked behind 
the cart in the mornings and 
afternoons. With the help of a 
staff member, they learned to 
handle money, restock sup-
plies and improve their social 
skills and communication.

Today, nearly 130 special 
needs students across Dis-
trict 214 work at microbusi-
nesses in their schools and in 
workplaces in the Northwest 
suburbs. 

The experiences, coordi-
nated by District 214’s Center 
for Career Discovery, are part 
of the district’s effort to ensure 
all students explore careers, 

leave with an authentic work-
place experience and gain soft 
skills to help them find jobs.

Personalized experiences Special needs students in Dist. 214 
learn job skills to help find careers

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

District 214 educators created a coffee cart workplace learning experience for students in the 
district’s transition program in 2016. 

This story is part of a 16-week 
series looking at Northwest 
Suburban High School District 
214’s Career Pathways program. 
To join District 214’s Career 
Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or class-
room speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning 
Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program 
financially through a sponsorship, early career credentials 
or college credits for students, naming or other contribution, 
contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 Education Foundation, 
erin.brooks@d214.org.

About this series

The Des Plaines History Cen-
ter will dedicate a relic of local 
history in honor of its late exec-
utive director.

An early 20th century 
streetlamp will be installed 
soon at the front steps of the 
Kinder House and dedicated 
in memory of Shari Caine, who 
died in March at 52, after a bat-
tle with cancer.

A ceremony is scheduled for 
1 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 19, at the 
start of the History Center’s sec-
ond annual picnic.

The center received the his-
toric lamp — of which many 
were scattered throughout 
downtown Des Plaines streets 
and the train platform — ear-
lier this year from a donor, 
said Philip Mohr, who was 
appointed executive director in 
May.

“At the same time we were 
looking to restore the lamp, we 
were looking at a way to memo-
rialize Shari,” Mohr said.

The streetlamp was restored, 
with its old wires pulled out and 
new wiring threaded through 
by the Des Plaines Park District. 
JB Metal Works sanded down 
and repainted the pole. 

The lamp would have housed 
an Edison incandescent light 
bulb back in the day, but a vin-
tage-style LED bulb that looks 

similar will be used, Mohr said.
The history center’s picnic 

lunch next month, featuring 
fried chicken, mashed pota-
toes and a vegetable, runs until 
4 p.m. and costs $15; free for 
kids younger than 10. Tickets 
are available at the center, 781 
Pearson St. 

The picnic also will include 
entertainment from folk singer 
Bucky Halker and games.

— Christopher Placek,
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Ex-Viator president 
elected to top post

The Rev. Robert M. Egan, 
former president of Saint Via-
tor High School in Arlington 
Heights, has ascended to an 

History center plans 
special honor for its 
late executive director

D A I L Y  H E R A L D  F I L E  P H O T O

Shari Caine

Inside Northwest

Former 
Saint 
Viator High 
School 
President 
the Rev. 
Robert 
M. Egan 
has been 
elected 
Superior 
General 
of the 
worldwide 
Viatorian 
Commu-
nity.

See PATHWAYS on PAGE 3

See INSIDE on PAGE 3
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Rare bomber and fighter 
aircraft from World War II will 
be on display Friday through 
Sunday, July 27-29, at Execu-
tive Airport in Wheeling.

The living history display is 
held in honor of World War II 
veterans as part of a 110-city 
nationwide Wings of Freedom 
tour. 

The Wings of Freedom Tour 
will arrive at Chicago Execu-
tive Airport at 2 p.m. Friday, 
July 27, and will be on display 
until the aircraft depart July 
29. Hours of ground tours and 
display are: 2 to 5 p.m. Friday 
and 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Satur-
day and Sunday, July 28-29. 

Aircraft on display will 
include the B-17 Flying Fortress 
“Nine O Nine,” Consolidated 
B-24 Liberator “Witchcraft,” 
B-25 Mitchell “Tondelayo” 
bombers and P-51 Mustang 
“Toulouse Nuts” fighter. 

This is a rare opportunity to 
visit, explore, and learn more 
about these unique treasures of 
aviation history. The B-17 is one 
of only eight in flying condition 
in the United States, the B-24J is 
the sole remaining example of 
its type flying in the world. The 

B-25 is best known for being 
used in the daring Doolittle raid. 
The P-51 Mustang was awarded 
the prestigious Grand Cham-
pion award for restoration. 

Visitors are invited to explore 
the aircraft inside and out. 
Cost is $15 for adults and $5 
for children younger than 12 
for access to up-close viewing 
and tours of the inside of the 
aircraft. There are discounted 
rates for school groups. 

Visitors may also experience 
the once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity to actually take a 30-min-
ute flight aboard these rare air-
craft. Flights on either the B-17 
or B-24 are $450 per person. 

Get some “stick time” in the 
world’s greatest fighter. P-51 
flight training is $2,200 for a 
half-hour and $3,200 for a full 
hour. B-25 flights are $400 per 
person. For reservations and 
information on flight experi-
ences, call (800) 568-8924. For 
details, visit www.collingsfoun-
dation.org/event/chicago-il/.

About the tour

The Wings of Freedom 
Tour travels the nation as 
a flying tribute to the flight 

crews who flew them, the 
ground crews who main-
tained them, the workers 
who built them, the soldiers, 
sailors and airmen they 
helped protect, and the citi-
zens and families that share 
the freedom that they helped 
preserve. 

The B-17, B-25 and B-24 
were the backbone of the 
American effort during the 
war from 1942 to 1945 and 
were famous for their ability 
to sustain damage and still 
accomplish the mission. 

Despite the risks of 
anti-aircraft fire, attacking 
enemy fighters, and the har-
rowing environment of sub-
zero temperatures, many 
B-17s and B-24s safely 
brought their crews home. 

The P-51 Mustang was 
affectionately known as the 
bombers’ “Little Friend” — 
saving countless crews from 
attacking Axis fighters. 

After the war, many air-
craft were scrapped for their 
raw aluminum to rebuild a 
nation in postwar prosperity, 
and therefore very few were 
spared. The rarity of the B-17, 
B-25, B-24 and P-51 — and 

their importance to telling 
the story of World War II — is 
why the Collings Foundation 
continues to fly and display 
the aircraft nationwide.

At each location, local 
veterans and their families 
are encouraged to visit and 
share their experiences and 
stories with the public. For 
aviation enthusiasts, the tour 
provides an opportunity for 
the museum to come to the 
visitor and not the other way 
around. 

Collings Foundation

The Collings Foundation is 
a 501c3 nonprofit, educational 
foundation devoted to orga-
nizing “living history” events 
that allow people to learn 
more about their heritage 
and history through direct 
participation. 

The Nationwide Wings of 
Freedom Tour is celebrating 
its 29th year and visits an aver-
age of 110 cities in more than 
35 states annually. Since its 
start, tens of millions of peo-
ple have seen the B-17, B-24 
and P-51 display at locations 
everywhere. 

Wings of freedom
J O E  L E W N A R D / jlewnard@dailyherald.com, 2017

A B-17 Flying Fortress is displayed as part of the “Wings of Freedom” tour at Executive Airport in Wheeling. The tour returns this 
weekend, July 27-29.

Rare World War II aircraft coming to Executive Airport in Wheeling

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

More than two years ago, 
Northwest Suburban High 
School District 214 opened 
its first coffee cart in the 
main hallway of the district’s 
headquarters.

About 18 students with spe-
cial needs in the district’s tran-
sition program worked behind 
the cart in the mornings and 
afternoons. With the help of a 
staff member, they learned to 
handle money, restock sup-
plies and improve their social 
skills and communication.

Today, nearly 130 special 
needs students across Dis-
trict 214 work at microbusi-
nesses in their schools and in 
workplaces in the Northwest 
suburbs. 

The experiences, coordi-
nated by District 214’s Center 
for Career Discovery, are part 
of the district’s effort to ensure 
all students explore careers, 

leave with an authentic work-
place experience and gain soft 
skills to help them find jobs.

Personalized experiences Special needs students in Dist. 214 
learn job skills to help find careers

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

District 214 educators created a coffee cart workplace learning experience for students in the 
district’s transition program in 2016. 

This story is part of a 16-week 
series looking at Northwest 
Suburban High School District 
214’s Career Pathways program. 
To join District 214’s Career 
Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or class-
room speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning 
Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program 
financially through a sponsorship, early career credentials 
or college credits for students, naming or other contribution, 
contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 Education Foundation, 
erin.brooks@d214.org.

About this series

The Des Plaines History Cen-
ter will dedicate a relic of local 
history in honor of its late exec-
utive director.

An early 20th century 
streetlamp will be installed 
soon at the front steps of the 
Kinder House and dedicated 
in memory of Shari Caine, who 
died in March at 52, after a bat-
tle with cancer.

A ceremony is scheduled for 
1 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 19, at the 
start of the History Center’s sec-
ond annual picnic.

The center received the his-
toric lamp — of which many 
were scattered throughout 
downtown Des Plaines streets 
and the train platform — ear-
lier this year from a donor, 
said Philip Mohr, who was 
appointed executive director in 
May.

“At the same time we were 
looking to restore the lamp, we 
were looking at a way to memo-
rialize Shari,” Mohr said.

The streetlamp was restored, 
with its old wires pulled out and 
new wiring threaded through 
by the Des Plaines Park District. 
JB Metal Works sanded down 
and repainted the pole. 

The lamp would have housed 
an Edison incandescent light 
bulb back in the day, but a vin-
tage-style LED bulb that looks 

similar will be used, Mohr said.
The history center’s picnic 

lunch next month, featuring 
fried chicken, mashed pota-
toes and a vegetable, runs until 
4 p.m. and costs $15; free for 
kids younger than 10. Tickets 
are available at the center, 781 
Pearson St. 

The picnic also will include 
entertainment from folk singer 
Bucky Halker and games.

— Christopher Placek,
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Ex-Viator president 
elected to top post

The Rev. Robert M. Egan, 
former president of Saint Via-
tor High School in Arlington 
Heights, has ascended to an 

History center plans 
special honor for its 
late executive director

D A I L Y  H E R A L D  F I L E  P H O T O

Shari Caine

Inside Northwest

Former 
Saint 
Viator High 
School 
President 
the Rev. 
Robert 
M. Egan 
has been 
elected 
Superior 
General 
of the 
worldwide 
Viatorian 
Commu-
nity.
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Rare bomber and fighter 
aircraft from World War II will 
be on display Friday through 
Sunday, July 27-29, at Execu-
tive Airport in Wheeling.

The living history display is 
held in honor of World War II 
veterans as part of a 110-city 
nationwide Wings of Freedom 
tour. 

The Wings of Freedom Tour 
will arrive at Chicago Execu-
tive Airport at 2 p.m. Friday, 
July 27, and will be on display 
until the aircraft depart July 
29. Hours of ground tours and 
display are: 2 to 5 p.m. Friday 
and 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Satur-
day and Sunday, July 28-29. 

Aircraft on display will 
include the B-17 Flying Fortress 
“Nine O Nine,” Consolidated 
B-24 Liberator “Witchcraft,” 
B-25 Mitchell “Tondelayo” 
bombers and P-51 Mustang 
“Toulouse Nuts” fighter. 

This is a rare opportunity to 
visit, explore, and learn more 
about these unique treasures of 
aviation history. The B-17 is one 
of only eight in flying condition 
in the United States, the B-24J is 
the sole remaining example of 
its type flying in the world. The 

B-25 is best known for being 
used in the daring Doolittle raid. 
The P-51 Mustang was awarded 
the prestigious Grand Cham-
pion award for restoration. 

Visitors are invited to explore 
the aircraft inside and out. 
Cost is $15 for adults and $5 
for children younger than 12 
for access to up-close viewing 
and tours of the inside of the 
aircraft. There are discounted 
rates for school groups. 

Visitors may also experience 
the once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity to actually take a 30-min-
ute flight aboard these rare air-
craft. Flights on either the B-17 
or B-24 are $450 per person. 

Get some “stick time” in the 
world’s greatest fighter. P-51 
flight training is $2,200 for a 
half-hour and $3,200 for a full 
hour. B-25 flights are $400 per 
person. For reservations and 
information on flight experi-
ences, call (800) 568-8924. For 
details, visit www.collingsfoun-
dation.org/event/chicago-il/.

About the tour

The Wings of Freedom 
Tour travels the nation as 
a flying tribute to the flight 

crews who flew them, the 
ground crews who main-
tained them, the workers 
who built them, the soldiers, 
sailors and airmen they 
helped protect, and the citi-
zens and families that share 
the freedom that they helped 
preserve. 

The B-17, B-25 and B-24 
were the backbone of the 
American effort during the 
war from 1942 to 1945 and 
were famous for their ability 
to sustain damage and still 
accomplish the mission. 

Despite the risks of 
anti-aircraft fire, attacking 
enemy fighters, and the har-
rowing environment of sub-
zero temperatures, many 
B-17s and B-24s safely 
brought their crews home. 

The P-51 Mustang was 
affectionately known as the 
bombers’ “Little Friend” — 
saving countless crews from 
attacking Axis fighters. 

After the war, many air-
craft were scrapped for their 
raw aluminum to rebuild a 
nation in postwar prosperity, 
and therefore very few were 
spared. The rarity of the B-17, 
B-25, B-24 and P-51 — and 

their importance to telling 
the story of World War II — is 
why the Collings Foundation 
continues to fly and display 
the aircraft nationwide.

At each location, local 
veterans and their families 
are encouraged to visit and 
share their experiences and 
stories with the public. For 
aviation enthusiasts, the tour 
provides an opportunity for 
the museum to come to the 
visitor and not the other way 
around. 

Collings Foundation

The Collings Foundation is 
a 501c3 nonprofit, educational 
foundation devoted to orga-
nizing “living history” events 
that allow people to learn 
more about their heritage 
and history through direct 
participation. 

The Nationwide Wings of 
Freedom Tour is celebrating 
its 29th year and visits an aver-
age of 110 cities in more than 
35 states annually. Since its 
start, tens of millions of peo-
ple have seen the B-17, B-24 
and P-51 display at locations 
everywhere. 

Wings of freedom
J O E  L E W N A R D / jlewnard@dailyherald.com, 2017

A B-17 Flying Fortress is displayed as part of the “Wings of Freedom” tour at Executive Airport in Wheeling. The tour returns this 
weekend, July 27-29.

Rare World War II aircraft coming to Executive Airport in Wheeling

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

More than two years ago, 
Northwest Suburban High 
School District 214 opened 
its first coffee cart in the 
main hallway of the district’s 
headquarters.

About 18 students with spe-
cial needs in the district’s tran-
sition program worked behind 
the cart in the mornings and 
afternoons. With the help of a 
staff member, they learned to 
handle money, restock sup-
plies and improve their social 
skills and communication.

Today, nearly 130 special 
needs students across Dis-
trict 214 work at microbusi-
nesses in their schools and in 
workplaces in the Northwest 
suburbs. 

The experiences, coordi-
nated by District 214’s Center 
for Career Discovery, are part 
of the district’s effort to ensure 
all students explore careers, 

leave with an authentic work-
place experience and gain soft 
skills to help them find jobs.

Personalized experiences Special needs students in Dist. 214 
learn job skills to help find careers

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

District 214 educators created a coffee cart workplace learning experience for students in the 
district’s transition program in 2016. 

This story is part of a 16-week 
series looking at Northwest 
Suburban High School District 
214’s Career Pathways program. 
To join District 214’s Career 
Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or class-
room speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning 
Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program 
financially through a sponsorship, early career credentials 
or college credits for students, naming or other contribution, 
contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 Education Foundation, 
erin.brooks@d214.org.

About this series

The Des Plaines History Cen-
ter will dedicate a relic of local 
history in honor of its late exec-
utive director.

An early 20th century 
streetlamp will be installed 
soon at the front steps of the 
Kinder House and dedicated 
in memory of Shari Caine, who 
died in March at 52, after a bat-
tle with cancer.

A ceremony is scheduled for 
1 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 19, at the 
start of the History Center’s sec-
ond annual picnic.

The center received the his-
toric lamp — of which many 
were scattered throughout 
downtown Des Plaines streets 
and the train platform — ear-
lier this year from a donor, 
said Philip Mohr, who was 
appointed executive director in 
May.

“At the same time we were 
looking to restore the lamp, we 
were looking at a way to memo-
rialize Shari,” Mohr said.

The streetlamp was restored, 
with its old wires pulled out and 
new wiring threaded through 
by the Des Plaines Park District. 
JB Metal Works sanded down 
and repainted the pole. 

The lamp would have housed 
an Edison incandescent light 
bulb back in the day, but a vin-
tage-style LED bulb that looks 

similar will be used, Mohr said.
The history center’s picnic 

lunch next month, featuring 
fried chicken, mashed pota-
toes and a vegetable, runs until 
4 p.m. and costs $15; free for 
kids younger than 10. Tickets 
are available at the center, 781 
Pearson St. 

The picnic also will include 
entertainment from folk singer 
Bucky Halker and games.

— Christopher Placek,
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Ex-Viator president 
elected to top post

The Rev. Robert M. Egan, 
former president of Saint Via-
tor High School in Arlington 
Heights, has ascended to an 

History center plans 
special honor for its 
late executive director

D A I L Y  H E R A L D  F I L E  P H O T O

Shari Caine

Inside Northwest

Former 
Saint 
Viator High 
School 
President 
the Rev. 
Robert 
M. Egan 
has been 
elected 
Superior 
General 
of the 
worldwide 
Viatorian 
Commu-
nity.

See PATHWAYS on PAGE 3
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Rare bomber and fighter 
aircraft from World War II will 
be on display Friday through 
Sunday, July 27-29, at Execu-
tive Airport in Wheeling.

The living history display is 
held in honor of World War II 
veterans as part of a 110-city 
nationwide Wings of Freedom 
tour. 

The Wings of Freedom Tour 
will arrive at Chicago Execu-
tive Airport at 2 p.m. Friday, 
July 27, and will be on display 
until the aircraft depart July 
29. Hours of ground tours and 
display are: 2 to 5 p.m. Friday 
and 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Satur-
day and Sunday, July 28-29. 

Aircraft on display will 
include the B-17 Flying Fortress 
“Nine O Nine,” Consolidated 
B-24 Liberator “Witchcraft,” 
B-25 Mitchell “Tondelayo” 
bombers and P-51 Mustang 
“Toulouse Nuts” fighter. 

This is a rare opportunity to 
visit, explore, and learn more 
about these unique treasures of 
aviation history. The B-17 is one 
of only eight in flying condition 
in the United States, the B-24J is 
the sole remaining example of 
its type flying in the world. The 

B-25 is best known for being 
used in the daring Doolittle raid. 
The P-51 Mustang was awarded 
the prestigious Grand Cham-
pion award for restoration. 

Visitors are invited to explore 
the aircraft inside and out. 
Cost is $15 for adults and $5 
for children younger than 12 
for access to up-close viewing 
and tours of the inside of the 
aircraft. There are discounted 
rates for school groups. 

Visitors may also experience 
the once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity to actually take a 30-min-
ute flight aboard these rare air-
craft. Flights on either the B-17 
or B-24 are $450 per person. 

Get some “stick time” in the 
world’s greatest fighter. P-51 
flight training is $2,200 for a 
half-hour and $3,200 for a full 
hour. B-25 flights are $400 per 
person. For reservations and 
information on flight experi-
ences, call (800) 568-8924. For 
details, visit www.collingsfoun-
dation.org/event/chicago-il/.

About the tour

The Wings of Freedom 
Tour travels the nation as 
a flying tribute to the flight 

crews who flew them, the 
ground crews who main-
tained them, the workers 
who built them, the soldiers, 
sailors and airmen they 
helped protect, and the citi-
zens and families that share 
the freedom that they helped 
preserve. 

The B-17, B-25 and B-24 
were the backbone of the 
American effort during the 
war from 1942 to 1945 and 
were famous for their ability 
to sustain damage and still 
accomplish the mission. 

Despite the risks of 
anti-aircraft fire, attacking 
enemy fighters, and the har-
rowing environment of sub-
zero temperatures, many 
B-17s and B-24s safely 
brought their crews home. 

The P-51 Mustang was 
affectionately known as the 
bombers’ “Little Friend” — 
saving countless crews from 
attacking Axis fighters. 

After the war, many air-
craft were scrapped for their 
raw aluminum to rebuild a 
nation in postwar prosperity, 
and therefore very few were 
spared. The rarity of the B-17, 
B-25, B-24 and P-51 — and 

their importance to telling 
the story of World War II — is 
why the Collings Foundation 
continues to fly and display 
the aircraft nationwide.

At each location, local 
veterans and their families 
are encouraged to visit and 
share their experiences and 
stories with the public. For 
aviation enthusiasts, the tour 
provides an opportunity for 
the museum to come to the 
visitor and not the other way 
around. 

Collings Foundation

The Collings Foundation is 
a 501c3 nonprofit, educational 
foundation devoted to orga-
nizing “living history” events 
that allow people to learn 
more about their heritage 
and history through direct 
participation. 

The Nationwide Wings of 
Freedom Tour is celebrating 
its 29th year and visits an aver-
age of 110 cities in more than 
35 states annually. Since its 
start, tens of millions of peo-
ple have seen the B-17, B-24 
and P-51 display at locations 
everywhere. 

Wings of freedom
J O E  L E W N A R D / jlewnard@dailyherald.com, 2017

A B-17 Flying Fortress is displayed as part of the “Wings of Freedom” tour at Executive Airport in Wheeling. The tour returns this 
weekend, July 27-29.

Rare World War II aircraft coming to Executive Airport in Wheeling

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

More than two years ago, 
Northwest Suburban High 
School District 214 opened 
its first coffee cart in the 
main hallway of the district’s 
headquarters.

About 18 students with spe-
cial needs in the district’s tran-
sition program worked behind 
the cart in the mornings and 
afternoons. With the help of a 
staff member, they learned to 
handle money, restock sup-
plies and improve their social 
skills and communication.

Today, nearly 130 special 
needs students across Dis-
trict 214 work at microbusi-
nesses in their schools and in 
workplaces in the Northwest 
suburbs. 

The experiences, coordi-
nated by District 214’s Center 
for Career Discovery, are part 
of the district’s effort to ensure 
all students explore careers, 

leave with an authentic work-
place experience and gain soft 
skills to help them find jobs.

Personalized experiences Special needs students in Dist. 214 
learn job skills to help find careers

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

District 214 educators created a coffee cart workplace learning experience for students in the 
district’s transition program in 2016. 

This story is part of a 16-week 
series looking at Northwest 
Suburban High School District 
214’s Career Pathways program. 
To join District 214’s Career 
Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or class-
room speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning 
Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program 
financially through a sponsorship, early career credentials 
or college credits for students, naming or other contribution, 
contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 Education Foundation, 
erin.brooks@d214.org.

About this series

The Des Plaines History Cen-
ter will dedicate a relic of local 
history in honor of its late exec-
utive director.

An early 20th century 
streetlamp will be installed 
soon at the front steps of the 
Kinder House and dedicated 
in memory of Shari Caine, who 
died in March at 52, after a bat-
tle with cancer.

A ceremony is scheduled for 
1 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 19, at the 
start of the History Center’s sec-
ond annual picnic.

The center received the his-
toric lamp — of which many 
were scattered throughout 
downtown Des Plaines streets 
and the train platform — ear-
lier this year from a donor, 
said Philip Mohr, who was 
appointed executive director in 
May.

“At the same time we were 
looking to restore the lamp, we 
were looking at a way to memo-
rialize Shari,” Mohr said.

The streetlamp was restored, 
with its old wires pulled out and 
new wiring threaded through 
by the Des Plaines Park District. 
JB Metal Works sanded down 
and repainted the pole. 

The lamp would have housed 
an Edison incandescent light 
bulb back in the day, but a vin-
tage-style LED bulb that looks 

similar will be used, Mohr said.
The history center’s picnic 

lunch next month, featuring 
fried chicken, mashed pota-
toes and a vegetable, runs until 
4 p.m. and costs $15; free for 
kids younger than 10. Tickets 
are available at the center, 781 
Pearson St. 

The picnic also will include 
entertainment from folk singer 
Bucky Halker and games.

— Christopher Placek,
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Ex-Viator president 
elected to top post

The Rev. Robert M. Egan, 
former president of Saint Via-
tor High School in Arlington 
Heights, has ascended to an 

History center plans 
special honor for its 
late executive director

D A I L Y  H E R A L D  F I L E  P H O T O

Shari Caine

Inside Northwest

Former 
Saint 
Viator High 
School 
President 
the Rev. 
Robert 
M. Egan 
has been 
elected 
Superior 
General 
of the 
worldwide 
Viatorian 
Commu-
nity.
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.

Inside Northwest

Submitted by District 214

It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.

Inside Northwest

Submitted by District 214

It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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“These experiences are stu-
dent-centered, driven by 
interests and strengths, and 
meet students where they are 
socially, emotionally and aca-
demically to prepare them for 
success,” said Krista Paul, Dis-
trict 214’s assistant director of 
career and technical educa-
tion, who oversees the Center 
for Career Discovery.

Once students have identi-
fied a career area of interest, 
they are matched with a job 
site for a semester and given 
support to grow.

For example, the district 
uses grant funds to employ 
job coaches to work directly 
with special needs students at 
every workplace. Job coaches 
help students develop appro-
priate work habits and behav-
ior, including problem solv-
ing, staying on task, asking for 
help and taking the initiative, 
district officials said.

Besides microbusinesses 
in the schools, students work 
at jobs in the community and 
serve in a variety of roles, from 
helping prepare food to deliv-
ering mail to interacting with 
adults and children.

Laura Shaffer was a student 
in District 214’s transition 
program for 18-to-22-year-
olds. As a student, she worked 
at a few job sites, includ-
ing the Rolling Meadows 

Public Library, TJ Maxx and 
Walgreens.

At each workplace, Shaf-
fer said she learned valuable 
skills and gained insight. 

“I’ve learned a lot from all 
these job sites. Take one thing 
at a time and don’t go too fast. 
If you make a mistake, it’s 
OK,” she said.

A few years ago, while 
working at Walgreens, Shaf-
fer impressed her supervisor 
with her work ethic and was 
offered a job. 

“I was very excited. This 
(was) my first time being hired 
for a job,” she said.

Last school year, Brandon 
Artwohl worked at Marshalls, 
where he learned how to put 

sensors on products and how 
to tag items. 

“My favorite part … is seeing 
other people that I know and 
talking and helping them out,” 
said Artwohl, a recent John 
Hersey High School graduate.

Giving students the oppor-
tunity to interact with others 
in the community and outside 
of the classroom has value, 
said Hersey special educa-
tion division head Genevieve 
Rosenberg.

“They learn to respond to 
someone other than their 
teachers, so they learn to 
respond to someone who 
really is their boss and has the 
potential to be their real boss,” 
she said.

Pathways: Experience leads to choices
Continued from Page 1

even loftier post.
Egan, a Wheeling native 

and Saint Viator alum, was 
elected last week as Superior 
General of the worldwide Via-
torian Community. He’ll serve 
a six-year term in that role, 
which gives him the respon-
sibility of promoting the com-
munity’s religious and apos-
tolic values around the globe.

“I am grateful for the sup-
port and confidence of the 
members of the General 
Chapter, and I look forward to 
this new experience of work-
ing with the international Via-
torian community,” Egan said 
in a statement released by the 
school Tuesday. “But I will 
surely miss my days with the 
Province of Chicago.”

Egan left the Arlington 
Heights school five years ago 
and most recently was serv-
ing as Provincial Superior of 
Viatorians in the United States 
and Colombia.

He now leads more than 
700 Viatorians, including its 
421 professed members and 
more than 300 lay associates. 
They serve in ministries in not 
only the U.S., but also Bolivia, 
Burkina Faso, Canada, Chile, 
Colombia, France, Haiti, Hon-
duras, the Ivory Coast, Japan 
and Spain.

Over his 48 years as a Viato-
rian — 40 as a priest — Egan 

has served as pastor of St. Via-
tor Church in Chicago and 
St. Thomas More Catholic 
Community in Henderson, 
Nevada. He was president of 
Saint Viator High School from 
2005 to 2013.

He’s not the first Viator 
alum to lead the Viatorian 
community. The Rev. Mark 
Francis, a native of Mount 
Prospect and 1971 Saint Via-
tor grad, served as Superior 
General from 2000 to 2012.

— Charles Keeshan,
ckeeshan@dailyherald.com

Mt. Prospect 
‘pocket’ park a go

Mount Prospect’s new 
downtown pocket park 
will cost more than pocket 
change, with officials allocat-
ing $650,000 for the project.

As much as $76,000 of that 
funding will go to Altamanu 
Inc., which village trustees 
hired last week for public 
engagement and architectural 
services related to the planned 
Edwin and Elsie Meyn Busse 
Park across from the village 
hall.

Earlier this year, the village 
purchased and leveled two 
homes owned by the Busse 
family at 19 and 21 S. Emerson 
St. to make way for the park. 
The site will serve as a public 

gathering space, enhance 
downtown festivals, and 
memorialize members of the 
Busse family.

“This sort of completes our 
downtown square and hon-
ors one of our founding fam-
ilies,” Mayor Arlene Juracek 
said. “Coming on the tail end 
of our centennial celebration, 
this is icing on the centennial 
cake.”

The village expects to go 
out for bid on construction 
next spring. Before they do, 
Altamanu plans to gather 
public input on the park, 
starting at this weekend’s 
Mount Prospect Downtown 
Block Party. 

Speaking before the village 
board last week, Senior Land-
scape Architect and Mount 
Prospect resident Nilay Mistry 
stressed the importance of a 
public space in the context of 
the other development taking 
place downtown.

According to village docu-
ments, officials want mature 
trees left on the site saved and 
suggest a number of potential 
uses, including a splash pad, 
decorative holiday displays 
and a community garden. A 
bench or plaque in honor of 
Wallace E. Busse and Marion 
Busse, the former owners of 
the homes, would be part of 
the space.

— Steve Zalusky,
szalusky@dailyherald.com

Inside: Mt. Prospect ‘pocket’ park advances
Continued from Page 1
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District 214 educators created a coffee cart workplace learning 
experience for students in the district’s transition program in 
2016. It was so well received that multiple other coffee carts 
were commissioned at other District 214 schools. 

Submitted by Palatine Park District

In a magical underwater 
kingdom, the beautiful, young 
mermaid Ariel longs to leave 
her ocean home and her fins 
behind to live in the world 
above. 

Palatine Park District’s Youth 
Theatre Camp presents Dis-
ney’s “The Little Mermaid Jr.” 
Friday, July 27, and Saturday, 
July 28, at Cutting Hall Perform-
ing Arts Center, 150 E. Wood St., 
Palatine. Both performances 
begin at 1 p.m. 

According to Ashley Schia-
vone, Cultural Arts coordina-
tor, the camp offers participants 
ages 10-15 both an introduc-
tion to theater and an oppor-
tunity for experienced actors to 
develop their craft. 

“No matter what role actors 
play in the production, they 
are being introduced to all 
elements of musical theater, 
including technical aspects of 
the show like preparing cos-
tumes, props, and sets” she 
said.

The production is being 
directed by Julie Price from Pal-
atine. Price is being assisted by 
Natasha Laws of Buffalo Grove, 
Lilly Streich of Palatine and 
Colleen Kaminski of Mount 

Prospect. 
“This is a show that can 

accommodate a really large 
cast,” Price said, “so our 18 kids 
are playing many roles. They 
are learning a lot, and each of 
them have a lot of responsibility 
in the show.”

Since it’s summer vacation, 
participants get some time 
each day “just to be a kid.” 

“After our morning rehears-
als and all the business of the 
day is taken care of, we’ll go 
to the park district’s Family 
Aquatic Center, watch a fun 

movie, play games and even 
listen to visiting guest speak-
ers,” Price said. 

This is Price’s first time run-
ning an all-day theater camp. 
She believes the extended time 
certainly has its perks. 

“It’s so nice to have the time 

to really work on the many ele-
ments of a show like music, 
choreography, blocking and 
character development,” she 
said. 

“I’m hoping all the extra 
time with the kids will help the 
lessons we are always teaching 
stick with them — project your 
voice and enunciate so your 
family can hear you, put your 
feet forward so we can see your 
expressions, tell the story like 
it’s the first time,” Price said. 

“I think everyone will be 
very proud of the outcome.”

For Price, being in a theater 
production is something every 
person should have on their 
bucket list, no matter their 
age. 

“Theatre is a team sport 
without any losers; everyone 
wins,” she said. “The actors, 
the staff, the audience. Every-
one generally walks away 
happy.” 

She believes theater rein-
forces important life skills like 
confidence in public speak-
ing, listening to and compre-
hending directions, collab-
orating with others, asking 
questions, responsibility to 
others, and timeliness.

 “It’s also a great creative 

outlet,” Price said. “No mat-
ter where your creativity lies, 
theater has a place for it. And 
it’s a physical sport, especially 
a musical. There are no couch 
potatoes here.” 

According to Price, another 
benefit is the relationships that 
form through theater. 

“It’s amazing how close peo-
ple get when they work on a 
production together,” she said. 
“The kids in this camp are a 
terrific bunch. They like being 
together. It’s a memory none of 
us will ever forget.”

Tickets to see “The Little Mer-
maid, Jr.” are available for pur-
chase through the Cutting Hall 
Box Office, online at Cuttin-
gHall.org, by phone at (847) 
202-5222, or in person at the 
performing arts center. Tickets 
are $12 in advance or $10 at the 
door. 

For information, contact 
Schiavone at aschiavone@pala-
tineparks.org or (847) 496-6237.

Disney’s “The Little Mer-
maid Jr.” is presented through 
special arrangement with 
Music Theatre International. 
All authorized performance 
materials are also supplied by 
Music Theatre International, 
www.MTIShows.com.

Palatine Youth Theatre Camp presents ‘Little Mermaid Jr.’

C O U R T E S Y  O F  P A L A T I N E  P A R K  D I S T R I C T

The main characters from “The Little Mermaid Jr.” were busy with dress rehearsals this week.

News about club meetings and 
events for people who share 
hobbies. Deadline is two weeks 
before event date.

Jewish Genealogical Society: 2 
p.m. Sunday, July 29, Illinois 
Holocaust Museum and Ed-
ucation Center, 9603 Woods 
Drive, Skokie. “Research-
ing Individuals with United 
States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum Resources” will be 
the topic of the presentation. 
The speaker at this special 
Jewish Genealogical Soci-
ety of Illinois co-sponsored 
event will be Diane Afouma-
do, chief of the Research and 
Reference Branch at the Ho-
locaust Survivors and Vic-

tims Resource Center at the 
United States Holocaust Me-
morial Museum in Washing-
ton, D.C. Admission is free 
to members of JGSI, the Illi-
nois Holocaust Museum and 
United States Holocaust Me-
morial Museum. Members 
can see details at jgsi.org/
event-2928504. Nonmem-
bers pay $15 for adults, $10 
for seniors, $8 for students; 
RSVP required at www.ilho-
locaustmuseum.org/events.

Northbrook Community 
Choir: Meets 7:30-9 p.m. 
Mondays, Northbrook Lei-
sure Center, 3323 Walters 
Ave. Open to adults who love 
music and singing. The choir 

practices n Monday nights. 
Male voices welcome. Visit 
nbparks.org or call (847) 291-
2367.

Summer Blast for Teens: 8:15 
p.m. Friday, Aug. 3, 200 Rev. 
Morrison Blvd., Elk Grove 
Village. The Elk Grove Vil-
lage Police Department, 
Elk Grove Park District, 
Elk Grove Lionesses Club 
and the Elk Grove Youth 
Committee will sponsor a 
free teens only pool party 
at Rainbow Falls. Free. For 
more information about 
this event, visit www.elk-
groveparks.org/Calendar/
events/Summer-Blast-for-
Teens-9763285041.

Clubs and hobbies

Friday, August 3, 2018

Continued on page 26
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National Night Out is an 
annual community-build-
ing campaign that promotes 
police-community partner-
ships and neighborhood 
camaraderie to make neigh-
borhoods safer, more caring 
places to live. 

Neighborhoods throughout 
the United States host block 
parties, festivals, parades, 
cookouts and various other 
community events with 
safety demonstrations, semi-
nars, youth events, visits from 
emergency personnel, exhib-
its and more.

Here is a list of some of the 
National Night Out events in 
the Northwest suburbs: 

Friday, Aug. 3

Village of Bartlett National 
Night Out: 6 to 10 p.m., Twi-

light Skate Park Bash at Bart-
lett Skate Park; 6 to 8 p.m. 
Family Fun Night at Jim Jen-
sen Pavilion in Apple Orchard 
Park; and 8 to 10 p.m., Pool 
Party at the Bartlett Aquatic 
Center.

Saturday, Aug. 4:

Village of Bartlett National 
Night Out: 8 a.m.-noon, Child 
Safety Seat Check & Touch-a-
Truck event at Bartlett Com-
mons Shopping Center park-
ing lot, 810 S. Route 59; 3 to 9 
p.m., block parties/neighbor-
hood lighting competitions in 
your neighborhood.

Sunday Aug. 5

Village of Bartlett National 
Night Out: 1 p.m., Putt, Chip 
& Drive Golf Competition at 

Bartlett Hills Golf Club. All 
ages welcome to participate. 
Register at (630) 837-3230.

Tuesday, Aug. 7 

Village of Bartlett National 
Night Out: 5 to 9 p.m., picnic 
in Bartlett Park. Free food, 
giveaways, local business 
displays, a watermelon-eat-
ing contest, face painting, 
a balloon twister, an inflat-
able slide, a dunk tank, golf 
and archery skills exhibits, 
panning for gold and special 
appearances by NNO mas-
cot Nat the Knight, Chicago 
Bulls mascot Benny the Bull, 
Bag Pipers and Drums, 501st 
Midwest Garrison Star Wars 
characters, Hula dancers, the 
Mix 101.9 FM Road Crew and 
Division BMX Stunt Team. 
Visit www.village.bartlett.

il.us/government/police/na-
tional-night-out.

Arlington Heights Nation-
al Night Out: 5:30-8:30 p.m., 
North School Park, 410 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, 
Arlington Heights. Learn 
about crime and drug pre-
vention awareness. Enter-
tainment by Dave Rudolf and 
his Beach Party Band from 
7-8:30 p.m. featuring origi-
nal kids songs, classic party 
songs, and chances for kids to 
join in. Visit www.ahpd.org/
events/20180807. 

Buffalo Grove National Night 
Out: 5-8 p.m., Willow Stream 
Park, 651 Old Checker Road, 
Buffalo Grove. Business expo, 
picnic in the park, inflatable 

See you in the neighborhood

M A R K  W E L S H / mwelsh@dailyherald.com/2017

Bartlett police officer Rich Bosh treats participants of last 
year’s National Night Out Family Fun Night to pizza at the Jim 
Jensen Pavilion.

Area suburbs are planning 
ational Night Out events

Submitted by District 214

Jordan Morrow thought he 
would have to wait until col-
lege to begin studying the fun-
damentals of aviation.

But the Prospect High 
School senior is already tak-
ing a dual credit introductory 
aviation course, networking 
with industry professionals 
and learning about careers in 
the field. The opportunities 
are part of an expanded trans-
portation career pathway in 
Northwest Suburban High 
School District 214 that now 
includes aviation.

“I’m so glad we have this 
(aviation) program,” said 
Morrow, 17, an aspiring pilot 
who loves to travel and learn 
about new cultures. “There 
needs to be more aviation 
(courses) in high school. I 
wish more schools had avi-
ation integrated into their 
curriculum.”

The aviation program in 
District 214’s transportation 
career pathway launched this 
summer and comes as the air-
line industry addresses the 
extraordinary demand of per-
sonnel needed to maintain 
airplanes. 

A 2016 Boeing study found 
that 1.2 million new commer-
cial airline pilots and main-
tenance technicians will be 
needed to fly and maintain 
the world fleet over the next 20 
years.

To create the program, Dis-
trict 214 partnered with Lewis 
University and built upon 
the robust automotive main-
tenance program already 
designed by district educators.

At District 214 schools, for 
example, students can enroll 
in a three-year automotive 
program that provides access 
to dual credit courses through 
Triton College and up to nine 
industry certifications.

All schools have a 

Autos and aviation
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At District 214 schools, students can enroll in a three-year automotive program that provides access to dual credit courses 
through Triton College and up to nine industry certifications.

District 214 students learn career options in transportation with Pathways program
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Sixteen 
students 
from across 
District 214 
participat-
ed in an 
introductory 
aviation 
class at the 
Chicago 
Executive 
Airport in 
Wheeling 
on July 24. 
The class 
is part of a 
new aviation 
program in 
partnership 
with Lewis 
University. 

To join District 214’s 
Career Pathways effort 

as an 
intern-
ship 
host, 
career 
mentor 
or class-
room 

speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learn-
ing Department, barb.
kain@d214.org. To support 
the program financially 
through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or 
college credits, naming or 
other contribution, contact 
Erin Brooks, erin.brooks@
d214.org.

About this series

See PATHWAYS on PAGE 3

See OUT on PAGE 3
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Mane Event
• 5 to 11:30 p.m. Friday, 
Aug. 3, at Vail and Campbell 
streets, Arlington Heights. 
The Mane Event features 
live entertainment, food and 
drinks, business expo and 
kids activities. Free admis-
sion. Visit www.vah.com.

Shopping Cart 
Shuffle 5K
• 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 4, at Mallard Lake 
Forest Preserve, Schick 
Road, west of Gary Avenue, 
Hanover Park. Chip-timed, 
family-friendly 5K run/walk to 
feed hungry neighbors. 8:30 
a.m. start time for 5K; Kids 
500m Dash starts at 9:30 
a.m. or at completion of 5K. 
Registration ranges between 
$10 and $40. Visit raceroster.
com/events/2018/16103/
shopping-cart-shuffle-5k.

Big Trucks
• 9 to 11:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 4, at Ron Beese Park, 
50 Rotary Drive, Barrington. 
Fire engines, garbage trucks, 
village vehicles, tow trucks 
and more will be on hand. 
Learn about each truck, watch 
demonstrations and climb 
behind the wheel. Compete 
in Big Wheel races, ride the 
trackless train and jump on 
the inflatable. Free admission. 
Visit www.barringtonparkdis-
trict.org.

Art at The Glen
• 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 4, and Sunday, Aug. 5, at 
The Glen Town Center, 2030 
Tower Drive, Glenview. The 
15th Annual Art at the Glen 
features the original work of 
185 juried artists from across 
the country. Free admission. 
Visit amdurproductions.com.
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.
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Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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full-service garage, complete 
with four lifts, tire machines, 
a tire balancer and scan tools. 
The automotive service pro-
grams in each school are cer-
tified by a national organiza-
tion that evaluates technician 
training programs at the sec-
ondary and postsecond-
ary levels against industry 
standards.

Students learn how to fix 
brakes, complete oil changes, 
and create and organize 
invoices, said Jeffrey Zde-
novec, Elk Grove High 
School’s CTE automotive 
teacher for the last 16 years.

Together, these experiences 
give students practical knowl-
edge and live shop exposure 
that prepares them for col-
lege and to go straight into the 
workforce, Zdenovec said.

Beginning this school year, 
District 214 students in the 
automotive maintenance 
program will learn about 
aviation career opportuni-
ties, including maintenance. 
School counselors will also 
work with students to assess 
their interest in aviation and 
let them know of the new 
program.

As part of the partnership 
with Lewis University, District 

214 students can earn an avi-
ation maintenance techni-
cian certificate and associ-
ate’s degree within 12 to 18 
months of high school grad-
uation. The AMT certificate is 
considered the gold standard 
by the FAA.

Individuals with the AMT 
certification are in high 
demand because they are 
skilled in areas such as n 
pneumatics, hydraulics, 
advanced electrical systems 
and advanced avionics, said 
R. Eric Jones, co-chair of the 
aviation department at Lewis.

Jones said one of the 
advantages to building an 
aviation program with Dis-
trict 214 is the proximity of 
O’Hare International Airport 
and Chicago Executive Air-
port to the district’s schools. 
He hopes students take 
advantage of the new and 
unique program.

This summer, students 
began taking classes at the 
Chicago Executive Airport, 
and will continue to do so 
during the school year.

“We saw that success at 
our bachelor’s degree level 
and … thought we could part-
ner to offer this (program) so 
students could be out in the 
workforce quicker,” Jones 
said.

Pathways: Students can 
learn about planes, cars
Continued from Page 1

attractions and face painting, 
fire and police department 
displays, free hot dogs, chips 
and drinks (while supplies 
last) and free giveaways. Live 
music with Sway Chicago 
from 6-8 p.m. Bring a non-
perishable food item to the 
Northwest Suburban Inter-
faith Council table at the park 
entrance. Items will be dis-
tributed through local food 
pantries. Visit http://bgparks.
org/event/summer/nation-
al-night.aspx; rainout line is 
(847) 235-6857.

Des Plaines National Night Out: 
5-8 p.m., Maine West High 
School, 1755 Wolf Road, Des 
Plaines. Join police officers, 
firefighters and partnering 
agencies for the 2018 National 
Night Out event. Visit www.
desplaines.org.

Hoffman Estates 35th National 
Night Out: 6-9 p.m., Hoffman 
Estates Police Department, 
411 W. Higgins Road, Hoff-
man Estates. Complimentary 
food and beverages, police 
dog demonstrations, touch 
a vehicle experiences, visits 
with the officers, games and 
giveaways. Visit vohe.org.

Mount Prospect National Night 
Out: 5:30-8:30 p.m., Veterans 
Memorial Band Shell, 411 S. 
Maple St., Mount Prospect. 
Grab dinner from one of the 
food trucks, enter the dough-
nut-eating contest, and enjoy 
the emergency vehicle show, 
music, demonstrations and 
more. Call (847) 870-5650.

Northbrook National Night 
Out: 6-9 p.m., 1501 Maple 
Ave., Northbrook. DJ enter-
tainment, free hot dogs and 
drinks, games and raffles, the 
use of the pool and crime pre-
vention tips. In case of inclem-
ent weather, the event will be 
canceled. Visit www.nbparks.
org/events/national-night-out.

Prospect Heights National Night 
Out: 5-8 p.m., Gary Morava 
Center, 110 W. Camp McDon-
ald Road, Prospect Heights. 

Kids of all ages are welcome 
to learn about crime and drug 
prevention while enjoying a 
night of free open swim, com-
plimentary food and drink, 
games, prizes, and music. Free 
round-trip bus service from 
Apple and Burning Bush and 
Old Willow and Burning Bush. 
Visit www.prospectheights 
parkdistrict.org.

Rolling Meadows National Night 
Out: 6-8:30 p.m., Community 
Center, 3705 Pheasant, Roll-
ing Meadows. Entertainment, 
safety vehicles, food samples 
and local businesses make 
this evening one of the most 
popular of the summer. Con-
tact Cmdr. John Sircher or Sgt. 
John Manfredi at (847) 255-
2416.  

Schaumburg National Night 
Out: 6:30-8:30 p.m., Meineke 

Recreation Center, 220 E. 
Weathersfield Way, Schaum-
burg. Socialize with neigh-
bors, get to know local law 
enforcement and build com-
munity spirit. Police officers 
will provide information on 
crime and drug prevention. 
Attendees also will enjoy 
games, contests, sidewalk 
chalk and a DJ. Open swim in 
Meineke Pool, 7:30-8:30 p.m. 
Barbecued concessions and 
beverages will be available for 
purchase. Call (847) 985-2143 
or Visit parkfun.com.

Wheeling National Night Out: 
5:30-8:30 p.m., Wheeling 
Park District, 100 Commu-
nity Blvd., Wheeling. Vehicle 
display by Wheeling’s police, 
fire and public works depart-
ments, as well as Chicago 
Executive Airport; a police 
canine demonstration; live 

demonstrations by the fire 
department; free food, while 
supplies last; giveaways, 
and free entry to the Aquatic 
Center; live musical enter-
tainment; activities and en-
tertainment for children; and 
informational booths from 
the police department and 
other village and state agen-
cies. In the event of inclement 
weather, the event may be 
canceled. Call (847) 541-0170 
or visit http://members.wph-
chamber.com/events/details/
national-night-out-1702

Thursday, Aug. 9

Barrington’s National Night 
Out: Thursday, Aug. 9, 6:30-
9 p.m., Cook and Station 
streets, downtown Bar-
rington. Stop to learn more 
about BStrong Together and 
enjoy a night out in the com-
munity during Cruise Night. 
Kids can see and climb into 
police and fire vehicles, re-
ceive a bike and helmet safe-
ty check, as well as digital 
fin gerprinting and ID kits. 
Family games include a bin-
go and Hula-Hoop contest, 
trackless train rides, face 
painting, and a watermelon 
eating contest. Visit http://
bstrongtogether.org/wde-
vent/barringtons-nation-
al-night-out-2-2.

Friday, Aug. 10

Hanover Park Cops Day & Mov-
ie in the Park: Friday, Aug. 10, 
5-7:30 p.m., Hanover Park Park 
District. Join the annual COPS 
Day Picnic, stay for the Movie 
in the Park. Meet police offi-
cers and members of service 
organizations; view public 
safety vehicles and learn about 
new technology to help police 
fight crime; visit with special 
guests, including “Skates,” the 
mascot of the Chicago Wolves, 
and “Coop” of the Schaum-
burg Boomers; enjoy free hot 
dogs, police dog demonstra-
tion, free child ID kits, raffle 
and face painting; and listen 
to music provided by the Mix 
101.9 Road Crew. Visit www.
hpil.org/598/Cops-Day-Mov-
ie-in-the-Park--August-10-20.

National Night Out events
Continued from Page 1

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

At District 214 schools, students can enroll in a three-year au-
tomotive program that provides access to dual credit courses 
through Triton College and up to nine industry certifications.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  S C H A U M B U R G  P A R K  D I S T R I C T

Schaumburg National Night Out events on Aug. 7 will feature 
games, contests, sidewalk chalk, a DJ and open swim at 
Meineke Pool. 

Continued on page 28
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Submitted by Des Plaines Park District

Fall Fest, Des Plaines’ favor-
ite family-friendly festival, 
is back for its 10th year with 
more to do and see than ever 
before. 

Lake Park, 2200 Lee St., 
will once again be trans-
formed into a lakefront won-
derland where kids of all 
ages can ride a giant Ferris 
wheel or climb the rock wall, 
challenge the Freak Out! ride 
or take it easy in the petting 
zoo, chow down on a corn 
dog and feast on funnel cake.

The event, created for 
the community by the Des 
Plaines Park District, the Des 
Plaines Chamber of Com-
merce and the Des Plaines 
History Center, takes place 
from 6 to 11 p.m. Friday, 
Sept. 14; noon to 11 p.m. Sat-
urday, Sept. 15; and noon to 
7 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 16, with 
free admission, free parking, 

and free concerts every day. 
Fall Fest features a full 

carnival with dozens of 
rides and games. The Kid-
Zone is where you’ll find the 

rock-climbing wall, the pet-
ting zoo, family entertain-
ment, face painting, and an 
interactive PlayZone. 

At the History Center’s 

Country Fair Tent, you can 
make a corn husk doll to take 
home, talk to costumed his-
torical reënactors, and see 
the history of Des Plaines 
unfold in detailed displays.

Local restaurants show-
case festival foods and bev-
erages in the food court. This 
year, you can feast on spe-
cialties from Adreani’s Pizze-
ria, Blackhawk BBQ and Sea-
food, Charcoal Delights, Cold 
Stone Creamery, Dumpling 
House, Little Jimmy’s Italian 
Ices, Midwest Citrus Smash-
ers, Moretti’s Ristorante, 
the Munch on This food 
truck, Nothing Bundt Cakes, 
Restaurant Mexico, and Sun-
rise Grill. 

Families can relax and eat 
in the dining tent, which is 
just steps away from the main 
entertainment stage. 

“It’s our best lineup ever,” 
said Andrea Biwer, executive 

director of the Chamber of 
Commerce. “There’s truly 
something delicious for 
everyone to enjoy.”

Kids and families are the 
focus of Fall Fest. Saturday 
and Sunday from noon to 5 
p.m. there are unlimited car-
nival rides for $25 per person, 
so everyone can enjoy all the 
different attractions. The Kid-
Zone is open Saturday and 
Sunday until 7 p.m. 

On Saturday from noon 
to 3 p.m., kids can cast their 
bait and try to land a big one 
in the free Lake Opeka Fish-
ing Derby, sponsored by the 
Izaak Walton League — free 
worms included. 

On Sunday from 10 a.m. 
until 2 p.m., there’s a cus-
tom car show that’s open to 
classics, antiques, American 
muscle cars, and hot rods. 
From 3 to 5 p.m., the team 
from SHE 100.3 FM will be on 

hand with music, games, and 
prizes.

“Free entertainment is 
always a big draw for Fall 
Fest, and this year’s lineup 
is full of your favorite local 
bands,” said Don Miletic, 
executive director of the park 
district. 

On the Main Stage Fri-
day night are Hello Weekend 
and Hi Infidelity. On Satur-
day, see Gregory Robert and 
the Brat Pack at noon, and 
Rosie & the Rivets at 1:30 p.m. 
Semple Band rocks at 4 p.m., 
and ARRA hits the stage at 
6:30 p.m. Mike & Joe headline 
at 9 p.m. 

Serendipity performs at 
noon on Sunday, followed 
by rockers Generation. Local 
band 7th heaven headlines at 
5 p.m. to close out the enter-
tainment for this year. 

For details, visit www.Fall-
FestDesPlaines.com.

Ride on and rock out at Des Plaines’ annual Fall Fest

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D E S  P L A I N E S  P A R K  D I S T R I C T

Riders on Freak Out! defy gravity and reach for the stars at Des 
Plaines’ Fall Fest, which takes place Friday to Sunday, Sept. 
14-16, at Lake Park. 

Submitted by District 214

Maram Safi and Abby 
Farmer were both interested 
in science and engineering 
when they started high school 
four years ago.

After taking a mix of courses 
in District 214’s engineering 
and manufacturing career 
pathways, both graduated in 
May with a clear idea of their 
next steps and passions. Safi 
will study electrical engineer-
ing at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana Champaign, while 
Farmer pursues industrial 
engineering at Bradley Uni-
versity in Peoria.

The two credit their teach-
ers, the rigorous pathway 
courses and the learning expe-
riences they had in and out of 
the classroom for making the 
transition to college easier.

“Being able to talk about 
these (career pathway) expe-
riences when you’re going 
through the college applica-
tion process really sets you 
apart and makes you dif-
ferent,” said Farmer, who 
attended Elk Grove High 
School.

Over a decade ago, District 
214 pioneered its first career 

pathway — manufacturing — 
at Wheeling High School with 
the help of the village’s eco-
nomic development depart-
ment, manufacturers and 
business leaders.

The goal was to address the 
shortage of skilled workers 
in the manufacturing indus-
try and, together, they built 
a pipeline of talent by giving 
students access to internships, 
high-tech equipment and 
career credentials.

Today, students interested 
in STEM and manufacturing 
careers take a combination of 
technology, engineering and 
manufacturing courses to give 
them a well-rounded under-
standing of these industries. 

Students can earn early 
college credits through 
advanced classes and gain 
real-world skills through site 
visits, apprenticeships and 
access to advanced prototyp-
ing labs with state-of-the-art 
robotics and manufacturing 
equipment.

As part of the STEM and 
manufacturing curriculum, 
students build and program 

Preparing for the future
District 214’s STEM, manufacturing career pathways help guide students

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

The longtime pastor of 
Community Church of Roll-
ing Meadows was honored 
this week for being the driving 
force behind programs at the 
church and his involvement in 
the community at large.

Mayor Len Prejna issued a 
proclamation for Rande Smith 
on the occasion of the pas-
tor’s upcoming retirement, 
along with a city street sign — 
imprinted with “Rande’s Way” 
— to bring to his new home in 
Indiana.

“I call him a friend,” Prejna 
said at a city council meeting 
Tuesday. “You’ve helped pray 

for me and guide me.”
Smith came to Community 

Church in July 2001 as its fifth 
pastor after serving congrega-
tions in New York, Pennsyl-
vania, Florida and Indiana. 
Almost immediately, Smith 
invited other pastors in town 
to participate in his installa-
tion service. 

That interfaith goodwill 

manifested itself again 
months later when Smith 
helped lead an outdoor pro-
cession and community 
prayer service days after Sept. 
11, 2001.

The event led to the annual 
community prayer breakfast 
hosted by Community Church 

Rolling Meadows honors retiring 
Community Church pastor Smith

Abby Farm-
er, left, and 
Maram Safi 
design cir-
cuits in their 
engineering 
course at Elk 
Grove High 
School in 
May. Both 
took courses 
in District 
214’s manu-
facturing and 
engineering 
pathways, 
which gave 
them a better 
understand-
ing of their 
passions and 
what they 
want to pur-
sue beyond 
high school.

C H R I S T O P H E R  P L A C E K / cplacek@dailyherald.com

Pastor Rande Smith, from left, of Community Church of Rolling 
Meadows was given a street sign to take to his new home in 
Indiana by Mayor Len Prejna.
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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and other community wor-
ship services over the years.

“You all have given me an 
opportunity to be involved in 
the community in a very spe-
cial way,” Smith said. “It’s 
been an honor to serve Com-
munity Church and in Rolling 
Meadows.”

He will deliver his last ser-
mon Sept. 30.

— Christopher Placek,
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Helping hand 
for two hospitals

A Schaumburg man with 
a Cary-based woodworking 
business was among several 
local heroes honored Tues-
day by Brookdale Hoffman 
Estates Senior Living for his 
donation of time and work to 
two area hospitals.

Michael Minch took on the 
efforts benefiting St. Alexius 
Medical Center in Hoffman 
Estates and Advocate Good 
Shepherd Hospital near Lake 
Barrington even as he was 
facing medical challenges of 
his own, said Hoffman Estates 
Mayor Bill McLeod, who 
nominated him.

“I don’t care who you are 
or how bad your situation is, 
someone has it worse than 
you,” Minch said.

He repaired and refinished 
a wooden bench he’d seen 
in poor shape in the lobby 
area of St. Alexius, where his 
mother, Jeanette, had been a 
patient, and built a new wood 
table now being used in the 
surgical waiting room area of 
Good Shepherd, where he’d 
been a patient himself.

“I felt like it was almost 
my duty to do this for them,” 
Minch said.

Because Good Shepherd 
had just undergone a major 
renovation and wasn’t in need 
of anything being refinished, 
he spoke with the leadership 
team there about his desire to 
custom build something.

Minch also donated a Wii 
video gaming system to the 
pediatric department at Good 
Shepherd.

Mike Ratchford, executive 
director of Brookdale Hoff-
man Estates, said the event 
at which Minch was honored 
has become an annual tra-
dition there, inspired by the 
heroes of Sept. 11, 2001. The 
16 local heroes were nom-
inated by various officials 
and agencies in the Hoffman 
Estates community.

Among them were eight 
members of the Hoffman 
Estates Fire Department, two 
Hoffman Estates police offi-
cers and two members of Elk 
Grove Village-based Kenneth 
Young Center, which provides 
behavioral health and older 
adult services.

Minch was McLeod’s per-
sonal pick and was introduced 
by the mayor.

Minch began woodwork-
ing back in high school and 

received three scholarships to 
attend a custom cabinet and 
furniture-making school, for 
which he traveled from Scha-
umburg to Florida. He is now 
president of Creative Custom 
Interiors in Cary.

— Eric Peterson,
epeterson@dailyherald.com

Remembering where 
they came from

Two Barrington High 
School sweethearts won’t for-
get their former campus when 
it comes to their wedding day 
Saturday.

Danni Shanahan and Tony 
Rios will tie the knot at Bar-
rington’s White House on 
Main Street in the village’s 
downtown. After the cere-
mony, the couple and their 
wedding party will make a 
short drive west to take pic-
tures outside Barrington High, 
where Rios and Shanahan met 
in 2006.

Shanahan, 28, and Rios, 29, 
thought it would be nice to 
pay tribute to the place where 
their relationship began and 
laid a foundation for who 
they are today. They met on 
a bench outside the main 
gymnasium. 

“We’ve been together since 
high school,” said Rios, a 2007 
graduate, “so we’re pretty 
much like high school sweet-
hearts. We just wanted to 
incorporate that into some 
of our wedding pictures. 
So pretty much anywhere 
where it says ‘Barrington 
High School.’ We’re think-
ing maybe like the front of the 
building, or where the LED 
screen is out front, or maybe 
like the bench.”

Rios said the wedding party 
will depart for the reception in 
Schaumburg after the photos 
are done at Barrington High. 
Shanahan, who graduated in 
2008, and Rios live in an east-
ern section of Algonquin that 
he said is about 30 seconds 
from his parents’ house in 
Barrington Hills.

— Bob Susnjara,
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Inside: Woodworker 
honored as local hero 
in Hoffman Estates
Continued from Page 1

C O U R T E S Y  O F  M I C H A E L  M I N C H

Michael Minch, a longtime Schaumburg resident and owner of 
Creative Custom Interiors in Cary, was Hoffman Estates Mayor 
Bill McLeod’s nominee during an event at Brookdale Hoffman 
Estates Senior Living Solutions to honor local heroes. Minch 
donated his woodworking skills to projects at St. Alexius Med-
ical Center in Hoffman Estates and Advocate Good Shepherd 
Hospital near Lake Barrington.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  T O N Y  R I O S

Algonquin residents and Bar-
rington High School graduates 
Tony Rios and Danni Shana-
han will be getting married 
Saturday, Sept. 15. After the 
ceremony, the couple and 
their wedding party will take 
pictures outside Barrington 
High, where Rios and Shanah-
an met in 2006.

• To contact the 
Daily Herald, call 
(847) 427-4300.dai lyherald.com

robots from scratch. They also 
design and fabricate ener-
gy-efficient, high-mileage 
vehicles that they later race at 
a statewide competition.

Many middle school 
students in District 214’s 
sender schools can explore 
the STEM and manufactur-
ing career pathways before 
they begin high school. 
For example, nearly all of 
the district’s schools offer 
after-school engineering 
and manufacturing pro-
grams for middle school stu-
dents, taught by District 214 
educators. 

Through a partnership with 
Prospect Heights School Dis-
trict 23, MacArthur Middle 
School students participate 
on the district’s award-win-
ning WildStang robotics team 
and, in turn, the team is pro-
vided with space to create 
and build robots.

Based on industry demand, 
the district has also enhanced 
its automated manufactur-
ing curriculum and updated 

the manufacturing and engi-
neering laboratories at each 
school. Wheeling’s lab, for 
example, has doubled in size 

and includes a dedicated 
area for new automation 
and robotics cells, funded 
by a $150,000 donation from 
HydraForce in Lincolnshire.

Angel Villegas graduated in 
May from Wheeling and was 
selected for an apprentice-
ship with Innovative Com-
ponents in Schaumburg. The 
apprenticeship means the 
company will pay for his edu-
cation and provide him with 
on-the-job experience within 
the manufacturing industry.

The apprenticeship, he 
said, means a lot because he 
won’t be in debt after col-
lege and is able to pursue a 
career that he loves. He said 
he is grateful for the skills 
and knowledge he gained 
in the district’s engineering 
and manufacturing career 
pathways.

“We have such a great 
opportunity here, (and) 
more people should take 
advantage of it,” he said.

Pathways: Program offers students opportunities
Continued from Page 1
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Middle school students in District 214’s sender schools can 
explore the district’s manufacturing and engineering pathways 
through after-school programs. Hersey educator Richard Hyde, 
right, helps a middle school student with a project. 

This is the last story in 
a 16-part series looking at 
Northwest Suburban High 
School District 214’s Career 
Pathways program.

District 214 will hold an 
informational event in Octo-
ber for students and parents 
to learn about the District’s 
Career Pathways program 
and early college credit 
opportunities.

The College and Career 
Ready! Night runs from 4:30 
to 8:30 p.m. Monday, Oct. 
1, at the Forest View Educa-
tional Center, 2121 S. Goeb-
bert in Arlington Heights. 

Parents in District 214’s 
sender schools are also wel-
come to attend.

District 214’s nationally 
recognized Career Pathways 
programs provide students 
with opportunities to explore 
careers through career-fo-
cused courses, access to early 
college credits and industry 
certifications, and workplace 
learning experiences.

As part of the College and 
Career Ready! Night, par-
ents and students can attend 
45-minute informational 
sessions that cover vari-
ous career pathways such as 

aviation, education, manu-
facturing and engineering, 
business management, infor-
mational technology, fine 
and performing arts, auto-
motive, hospitality and health 
science. 

Sessions running from 4:30 
to 6:30 p.m. will be repeated 
between 6:30 and 8:30 p.m.

Parents and students can 
also attend a session on Dis-
trict 214’s early college credit 
opportunities, which provide 
District 214 seniors a chance 
to simultaneously earn high 
school and college credit. 

For information, contact 

Barb Kain at barbara.kain@
d214.org.

How you can help

To join District 214’s 
Career Pathways effort as an 
internship host, career men-
tor or classroom speaker, 
contact Kain. To support the 
program financially through 
a sponsorship, early career 
credentials or college cred-
its for students, naming or 
other contribution, contact 
Erin Brooks with the District 
214 Education Foundation, 
erin.brooks@d214.org.

Learn about District 214’s Career Pathways program

Tell us — and our web readers 
— all about it at dailyherald.
com/share.

Our Redeemer’s United Meth-
odist Church Rummage Sale: 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday, Sept. 14; 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 
15, 1600 W. Schaumburg Road, 
Schaumburg. Gently used trea-
sures at bargain prices, includ-
ing clothing, accessories, toys, 
kitchen items, craft supplies, 
holiday decor, collectibles and 
more. Proceeds support local 
and global missions. Free ad-
mission. www.orumc.org.

Bunco fundraiser: 6:30 p.m. Fri-
day, Sept. 14, Knights of Colum-
bus Hall, 15 N. Hickory, Arling-
ton Heights. Bunco fundraiser 
for ladies and gentlemen. $10.

14th annual Truly Priceless Ga-

rage Sale: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 15, 303 N. Hickory 
Ave., Arlington Heights. At the 
14th annual Truly Priceless 
Garage Sale, toys, clothing, 
household items, and special-
ty items will be available for 
purchase. Items are not priced; 
to purchase simply make a do-
nation to one or more of five 
charities. For information, visit 
www.stjamesah.org/parish-
events/14th-truly-priceless-ga-
rage-sale/.

St. John UCC Craft Fair & Flea 
Market: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 15, St. John United 
Church of Christ, 1475 W. Al-
gonquin Road, Palatine. Have 
lunch and enjoy the property 
filled with craft and flea market 
items. Tour the historic Pala-
tine church. Stop by the base-
ment for homemade baked 

goods. Free admission. Visit 
stjohnuccpalatine.org.

Festival of Faiths: 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 15, Sikh Reli-
gious Society, 1280 Winnetka 
St., Palatine. The Interfaith 
Council of Religious Leaders 
of Metropolitan Chicago will 
present the Festival of Faiths. 
Leaders from four faiths will 
present their faith perspec-
tives on justice and how all can 
work together to enhance it, 
followed by breakout sessions 
to seek input from the audi-
ence. The Sikh Religious Soci-
ety will serve a complimentary 
vegetarian meal at 6:30 p.m. 
You are requested to remove 
shoes, cover head (bring head 
covering) and refrain from any 
intoxicants, including tobacco 
and alcohol. Free. To register, 
email bshansra485@yahoo.

com or nchavkin@crlmc.org.

Fall Fest: 2-6 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 15, Northwest Covenant 
Church, 300 N. Elmhurst Ave., 
Mount Prospect. Join for an 
old-fashioned pig roast and 
barbecue. Food, music and fun 
for the whole family. Free. Visit 
www.nwcov.com.

Theater & Theology: Trinity Lu-
theran Church, Des Plaines, 
encourages members, friends 
or anyone interested to gath-
er the third Saturday of each 
month at a local theater to see 
a movie and go to a nearby 
restaurant for snack, discus-
sion and fellowship. Check 
www.trinitydesplaines.org 
or leave a message for Rich at 
(847) 827-6656 a few days be-
fore for this month’s movie, lo-
cation and time.

Your faith  Submit your events at dailyherald.com/share
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.

Inside Northwest
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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Long Grove’s elected offi-
cials this week celebrated Old 
McHenry Road reconstruc-
tion that’s expected to ben-
efit the downtown business 
district. 

Up first will be a public 
water main extension through 
downtown that’s projected 
to be finished by the end of 
May. That’ll be followed by the 
rebuilding of Old McHenry 
Road and other work to 
include a new traffic signal at 
Robert Parker Coffin Road, 
handicapped-accessible 
sidewalks, lighting, benches 
and installation of new fire 
hydrants downtown.

Village President Bill Jacob 
was among the elected offi-
cials who participated in a cer-
emonial groundbreaking cer-
emony downtown this week.

“This marks the start 
of a reconstruction proj-
ect that will provide excel-
lent enhancements for our 
downtown area, with new 
sidewalks, a streetscape and 

lighting,” Jacob said. 
“Further extending our 

municipal water system into 
the downtown is an amenity 
that will help us attract new 

businesses to the village.”
The $3.8 million project 

calls for reconstruction of Old 
McHenry Road from the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District 

station north of Route 53 to 
the shared entrance drive to 
the village hall and Kildeer 
Countryside School south of 
Cuba Road. The work should 

be done in November.
Officials said traffic will 

remain open during construc-
tion, but the potential disrup-
tion is sensitive enough that 
this year’s festival lineup was 
plugged into the contract so 
work is wrapped up Wednes-
day of a given week in advance 
of the fun. Chocolate Fest will 
be first from May 18-20.

— Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

Northwest suburbs 
to mark MLK death

The Illinois Commission on 
Diversity and Human Relations 
is hosting two events in the 
Northwest suburbs next week 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

On Wednesday, April 4, — 
the anniversary of when the 
civil rights leader was killed in 
Memphis, Tennessee, — some 
25 church leaders and their 
congregations will gather at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Arlington Heights for a service 
of remembrance. The ecumen-
ical service, at 7 p.m. at 1234 N. 
Arlington Heights Road, is open 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 7, the 
commission’s annual King 
remembrance dinner is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at the Chi-
cago Marriott Northwest hotel, 
4800 Hoffman Blvd., Hoffman 
Estates. Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mayor Randall Woodfin will be 
the keynote speaker and Den-
ver Broncos Linebacker Bran-
don Marshall will receive a 
courage award for his efforts to 
improve community relations 
between police and youth. Tick-
ets are available at icdhr.com.

“We’re coming together to 
pay homage and fellowship, 
and talk about (King’s) ideals of 
justice, unity and equality,” said 
the Rev. Clyde H. Brooks, the 
commission’s chairman.

— Christopher Placek
cplacek@dailyherald.com

Long Grove excited about Old McHenry Road project

Martin Luther King Jr.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  V I C A R I O U S  P R O D U C T I O N S

Long Grove trustees Chuck Nora, left, and Bobbie O’Reilly, Village President Bill Jacob, and 
trustees Rita O’Connor and Mike Sarlitto attend a groundbreaking ceremony this week to kick 
off the start of the village’s Old McHenry Road reconstruction project.
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It has been a decade since North-
west Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214 launched an innovative new 
approach to education: a Career Path-
ways program that delivers early col-
lege credits, career credentials and 
internship experiences as part of a con-
certed effort to ensure students gradu-
ate career and college ready.

The program began when Wheel-
ing High School administration met 
with business leaders and the vil-
lage’s department of economic devel-
opment in 2008 to collaboratively 
address a skilled worker shortage in 
manufacturing. 

They believed the answer to filling 
high-paying jobs and launching suc-
cessful careers should begin with high 
school. 

The district’s Career Pathways pro-
gram now boasts nearly four dozen 
career pathways across 16 nationally 
identified career clusters.

Today, the internship program 
that ensures every graduate has a 
real-world work experience has been 
lauded publicly by the White House; 
District 214 has amassed nearly 1,000 
business partners; and students have 
collectively earned tens of thousands 
early college credit hours and hun-
dreds of career credentials.

The district’s “Redefining Ready!” 
movement, launched in 2015 in part-
nership with AASA, The School Super-
intendents Association, aligns closely 
with the groundwork already laid, pre-
senting the belief that students are 
more than a test score. 

New metrics now assess readiness 
based on numerous factors, includ-
ing completion of career credentials, 
success in AP courses, participation in 
internships and school attendance.

District 214’s efforts over the last 
decade, backed by a supportive board 
of education and educators who have 
embraced the transformative change, 
have helped ensure every graduate is 

discovering their future. 
Local and state leaders have 

lauded the program. More recently, 
District 214 Superintendent Dr. 
David R. Schuler was awarded the 
2018 National Superintendent of 
the Year in part for the career path-
ways work he has led to break 
down barriers to college access and 
affordability.

Over the next 16 weeks, we’re tak-
ing a closer look at how District 214 
re-imagined the high school curric-
ulum, cultivated new partnerships 
to ensure pathways are in line with 
industry trends, and took back the 
narrative on public education. 

Steppingstone to success

By Kayleigh Padar
John Hersey High School

Kayla Diaz has always been 
interested in the legal pro-
fession. So when Elk Grove 
High School began offering 
an American law course, she 
immediately signed up.

The semesterlong course, 
which helps students bet-
ter understand America’s 
legal system, is the introduc-
tory class to two legal-focused 
pathways, part of Northwest 
Suburban High School Dis-
trict 214’s Career Pathways 
program. 

The District 214 pro-
gram, with 44 career path-
ways, is designed to help high 
school students discover their 
futures through a sequence of 
career-focused courses, work-
place learning experiences 
and access to career creden-
tials and early college credits.

Now a senior, Diaz is deter-
mined to attend law school, 
become a lawyer and help 
others. 

“I’m glad I’ve taken (these 
classes) because now I have a 
specific view on what I want to 
do when I grow up,” said Diaz, 
who graduates in May.

Elk Grove and John Hersey 
high schools launched the 
Criminal Justice and Legal 
Services pathways nearly two 
years ago. Both pathways have 
since expanded to other Dis-
trict 214 schools, with 873 stu-
dents currently participating 
districtwide.

Making career decisions in 
high school can help pave the 
way for students determined 
to become lawyers, given that 
law school attrition rates run 

as high as 20 percent or more, 
according to studies based 
on American Bar Association 
numbers, and tuition and fees 
average $46,000 a year for pri-
vate university law programs.

Both pathways are open to 
all students interested in other 
legal professions as well, such 
as police officers, FBI agents 
and crime scene investiga-
tors, and also are well-suited 
for those who want to develop 
public speaking skills or pur-
sue public service, said Dis-
trict 214 administrators.

“I love teaching these 

classes because the law is so 
relevant to our daily lives. Stu-
dents are interested in the law 
and how the laws that are cre-
ated affect them,” said Hersey 
social science teacher Jodi 
Blazek.

Outside class, students 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in co-curricular activi-
ties such as the Law or Mock 
Trial teams. These students 
work with practicing attor-
neys to prepare for mock 
trial competitions, including 
the Northwest Suburban Bar 
Association’s Annual Mock 

Trial Invitational at the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse.

“It’s so cool to be able to go 
into a courtroom and be able 
to face off against an oppo-
nent in terms of a legal issue 
because, yes, you get to fig-
ure out if that’s something 
you want to do,” said Hersey 
junior Joseph Lehman. 

“But it’s also a lot of fun to 
be able to stand up there and 
prove yourself in front of the 
judge and the lawyers.”

But it’s not all mock trials and 
classes. Elk Grove senior Jakub 
Gornik, who wants to pursue 

a career in law enforcement, 
is currently participating in a 
practicum with the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department. 
Through this, he’s learning dif-
ferent aspects of policing and 
how police enforce the law.

Elk Grove High School’s 
criminal and constitutional law 
teacher Dan Saken and social 
sciences teacher Stephanie 
Kezios have worked to encour-
age students such as Gornik 
by bringing in speakers from 

various law-related fields, per-
forming mock trial simulations 
and taking them to workshops 
facilitated by law school stu-
dents and professors.

“While it is certainly a chal-
lenge creating a brand-new 
course, the engagement and 
enthusiasm our students 
have shown for these classes 
make us extremely excited 
about the prospects of the 
pathway moving forward,” 
Saken said.

A lesson in law

District 214’s Career 
Pathways program

Students embrace legal, criminal justice  
professions through high school curriculum

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School senior Kayla Diaz is studying law and criminal justice – fields she can 
examine and better understand through District 214’s Career Pathways program. Diaz plans to 
pursue law school after college.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  D I S T R I C T  2 1 4

Elk Grove High School’s Dan Saken teaches courses in District 
214’s legal-focused pathways, helping students study the U.S. 
legal system and explore potential careers in the field.  

To join District 214’s Career Pathways effort as an internship 
host, career mentor or classroom speaker, contact Barb Kain 
in the Teaching and Learning Department, barb.kain@d214.
org. To support the program financially through a sponsorship, 
early career credentials or college credits for students, naming 
or other contribution, contact Erin Brooks with the District 214 
Education Foundation, erin.brooks@d214.org.

To get involved
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