
by Katy Leahy, Foster 
Parent Training Unit, 
Multnomah County

Currently, there are 
1,436 children liv-
ing in foster care 

in Multnomah county. 

These children attend 
school with your chil-
dren, play on their soc-
cer teams, go to church 
with your family. They 
are kids, not unlike your 
own, and they need your 

support.

How and why do chil-
dren come into foster 
care?

The mission of DHS 
Child Welfare is to en-
sure that all of Oregon’s 

children are safe 
in their homes. 
Foster care is a 
last resort and 
is utilized only 
when there are 
safety concerns 
of keeping 
children in their 
family home. 
You might be 

surprised to know that 
only a small percentage 
of children in the system 
are actually taken into 
protective custody and 
placed in a foster home. 

Separation from family 
is traumatic. The young-
er the child, the more 
vulnerable they are, so 
Child Welfare casework-
ers try hard to place 
the children with their 
relatives or close friends 
before looking at other 
options. The stress of 
being in foster care and 
not knowing what will 
happen next can take a 
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Northeast Coalition of 
Neighborhoods (NECN) 
increases neighborhood 
livability through highly 
inclusive civic engagement 
and grassroots community 
building. NECN believes 
in creating healthy 
neighborhoods by engaging 
people to become directly 
involved in determining how 
their neighborhood evolves. 
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www.necoalition.org
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“Foster care 
is a last 

resort and is 
utilized only 
when there 
are safety 
concerns”

A free publication from Northeast Coalition of Neighborhoods (NECN)

See FOSTER CARE pg 3

Foster Care: It Takes A Village

by Mischa Webley  
NECN Staff Writer

What do a bus driver, 
grassroots activist and a 
former pastry chef have 

in common? How about an energy 
consultant, a college senior and a 
former professor? The answer, it 
seems, might be ‘not much.’ But in 
this case, they all want to be your 
next City Commissioner. 

They’re running for office in 
a historically crowded field. At 
last count, there were over thirty 
candidates in all, running for four 
open seats out of five, including 
the mayor. This is the first time in 

memory that so many seats are 
up for grabs and it has created a 
groundswell of candidates throw-
ing their hats in the race. Some 
are experienced politicos, while 
others are just average Portland-
ers who have heard the calling of 
public office. All of them, though, 
have a vision for how to make 
Portland a better place and we 
think they deserve your consider-

ation.
To put this issue together, we 

invited every candidate for City 
Council and Mayor that had filed 
paperwork by our cut-off date to 
answer three questions that our 
staff decided on. Most, but not all, 
took us up on the invitation. Inside 
are the answers we received, 
unedited except in some cases for 
length when they exceeded the 
given word count. Adding some 
help along the way are our old 

friends, Bunny and Owl, who will 
help explain Portland’s unique 
and outdated system of govern-
ment. 

We’re excited to bring you this 
issue because we think that 
everybody deserves a fair chance 
to have their vision for Portland 
heard, and that it’s just as impor-
tant for our community to hear 
directly from candidates before 
voting in the primary and general 
elections this year. Enjoy!

“This is the first time 
in memory that so 
many seats are up 

for grabs”

The Election Rabbit Hole
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by Margaret O’Hartigan

For most of its history, Port-
land’s streetcar service was 
a mix of lines owned by a 

number of firms, and this was 
just as true of North and North-
east Portland as it was for the 
rest of the city. Among the routes 
operated by Portland Railway 
Company, for example, were the 
rails that ran down Alberta Street 
and Union Avenue (now Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd). The City 
and Suburban Railway Company 
owned the rails that ran north 
on Williams and west on Killing-
sworth.

On September 1, 1904 the two 
lines merged and became the 
Portland & Suburban Railway 
Company, boasting 104 miles of 
track and dozens of trolley cars. 
But other firms continued to pro-
vide their own services.

One of these was the Portland 
Traction Company.

H.R. Lowry, a resident of 
today’s King Neighborhood, was 
in charge of training Portland 
Traction’s streetcar operators. 
The December 12, 1920 Orego-
nian ran an article about Port-
land street railway system men 
in executive capacities who had 
worked their way to their pres-
ent positions from “the platform”, 
including H.R. Lowry, who was 
now a “conductor instructor”. 
Two years later, Lowry and his 
wife moved into a house on 
Mallory Avenue, right next door 
to the home of his father-in-law, 

Civil War veteran J.G. Chambers 
(see “Notes on Memorial Day in 
Oregon” in the Summer 2019 
issue of Hey Neighbor!).

 All street-car trainees were 
under the supervision of Lowry, 
who conducted oral examina-
tions and discussion classes. It 
was in this capacity that Lowry 
was featured in the November 
7, 1941 Oregonian. As reporter 
Bonnie Wiley wrote: “If war 
comes – maybe they’ll be needing 
women streetcar operators, like 
they have in England. But I really 
don’t think they’ll be needing me.”  
Wiley recounted trying her hand 
on a Montavilla car that brought 
the vehicle “shuddering to the 
last of a series of bad stops.” 
Lowry, “my patient instructor, 
shook his head in dismay…’Some 
people,’ said Mr. Lowry diplo-
matically, “just aren’t cut out to be 
street-car motormen.”

World War II came to the 
United States, of course – and 
women became streetcar opera-
tors. And those hired by Portland 
Traction were trained by Lowry. 

The first hire was Zada Pratt, 
hired as a bus driver on February 
18, 1943.

By December 31, 1944 there 
were more than 150 women on 
the company’s payroll as regular 
operators of gas busses, trolley-
busses and streetcars.  According 
to an article published in the Or-
egonian that day, “it is [now] pos-
sible to draw some conclusions 
concerning the performance 
of the weaker sex, and to learn 
whether or not the traveling pub-
lic takes its life in its hands when 
it steps aboard a public convey-
ance operated by a woman.” The 
conclusion? Reporter Margaret 
Thompson asserted that “accord-
ing to instructors and supervi-
sors, they are learning faster and 
better than men trainees…and 
have fewer accidents”.

For further information on 
Portland’s streetcars, check out 
Sunnyside Streetcars by Rich-
ard Thompson (Fonthill Media, 
2019) and Fares Please! Those 
Portland Trolley Years by John T. 
Labbe (Caxton Printers, 1980).

MY NE PORTLAND MY NE PORTLAND

NORTHEAST HISTORY:  
A Streetcar Named Northeast

Northeast Coalition of 
Neighborhoods (NECN), founded in 
1974, is an independent nonprofit 
organization. NECN is one of seven 
neighborhood coalitions in Portland, 
which are primarily funded by 
the City’s Office of Neighborhood 
Involvement. NECN identifies 
and takes on hyper-local issues to 
increase neighborhood livability and 
civic engagement. NECN’s service 
area includes 12 neighborhoods in 
inner North/Northeast Portland: 
Alameda, Boise, Concordia, Eliot, 
Humboldt, Irvington, Lloyd, King, 
Sabin, Sullivan’s Gulch, Vernon, 
and Woodlawn. Any person that 
resides or works in North/Northeast 
Portland can get directly involved!

“If war comes – 
maybe they’ll be 
needing women 

streetcar operators”

NORTHEAST NEIGHBORHOOD 
ASSOCIATIONS
Alameda
2620 NE Fremont St. 
alamedapdx@gmail.com 
www.alamedaportland.com
Boise
4115 N Mississippi Ave. 
boisena@gmail.com 
www.bnapdx.com
Concordia
5736 N.E. 33rd Ave. 
Kennedy School Community Room 
chair@concordiapdx.org 
www.concordiapdx.org
Eliot
120 NE Knott St. 
info@eliotneighborhood.org 
www.eliotneighborhood.org/association
Humboldt 
HNAnews@gmail.com 
www.humboldtneighborhood.org
Irvington
1320 NE Brazee St.
president@irvingtonpdx.com 
www.irvingtonpdx.com
King
4815 NE 7th Ave.
info@kingneighborhood.org 
www.kingneighborhood.org
Lloyd
Visit www.lloyddistrict.org for  
meeting schedule and location
Sabin 
3535 NE 15th Ave.
sabin@necoalition.org 
www.sabinpdx.org
Sullivan’s Gulch
1548 NE 15th Ave.
sullivansgulch@necoalition.org 
www.sullivansgulch.org
Vernon
5431 NE 20th Ave.
vernon@necoalition.org 
www.vernonpdx.org
Woodlawn
817 NE Madrona St.  
info@gowoodlawn.com 
www.gowoodlawn.com
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toll on a child’s sense of self. 
Oregon DHS is focused on increasing the 

number and diversity of foster homes avail-
able to best serve the wide variety of children 
who come into our care. Almost every foster 
family is at or beyond their capacity and we 
are always looking for more families so we 
can best match a child with a family setting 
that is best for their individual needs. 

How do I become a 
foster parent?

The foster par-
ents we have are 
dedicated to mak-
ing a difference in 
the lives of children 
every day, quietly welcom-
ing the most vulnerable amongst us into their 
homes. If you would like to learn more,  the 
first thing to do is call the DHS training line 
at the number below  and attend an infor-
mational meeting. We have a comprehensive 
program that includes talking to you about 
your individual history, family circumstances, 
parenting style, and the types of children who 
would be a good match for your family. We 
also offer further support such as  our Foun-
dations course, a curriculum on child devel-
opment and trauma, how to most effectively 
navigate the system, and successful strate-
gies for working with the child’s family.  

Can I help without becoming a full-time 
foster parent?

YES! There are many ways you can help. 
Talk to the volunteer office about various 
opportunities.  One way to support foster 
children is by becoming a respite provider. In 
respite care, you offer childcare on a regular 

interval, based on your availability and foster 
family needs, so the foster parents can get 
some time to nurture themselves, go on a 
date, or even a couple hours to get some er-
rands done. 

If you are interested in learning more, we 
would love to hear from you. It truly takes a 
village to raise a child, and your valuable role 
as a member of this community cannot be 
overstated. 

Call us at 971-673-18-22, or email us at 
d2.metrotrainingcenter@dhsoha.state.or.us.

Foster Care cont’d from pg 1

“In respite care, you offer 
childcare on a regular 
interval, based on your 

availability”

by Michael French, Concordia News

Activist and Alameda resident Karen 
Wells carries a business card with 
the job title “change agent.” It’s a 

phrase that sums up her approach and 
five decades of social justice work aimed 
toward a long-term goal.

“What keeps me going is hope.” she says. 
“Hope that the walls of isolation will be 
dismantled. Hope that the pitfalls of white 
supremacy will be eliminated. Hope that 
the differences between people can be 
celebrated instead of disparaged.”

Karen experienced the effects of white 
supremacy and related oppression early 
in life. She grew up in the 1950s and 
1960s in the Memorial neighborhood of 
San Diego, California, the middle of three 
children from a working-class family. Her 
parents were active in local school func-
tions. Her Dad, a barber, kept a watchful 
eye business politics and urban develop-
ment of the neighborhood along Imperial 
Avenue. Exposure to TV coverage of civil 
rights movements, coupled with surviving 
and navigating incidents of racism while 
growing up in San Diego awakened Karen 
to the  importance for social change. 

“My earliest memory of being differ-
ent, that is ‘not white’, occurred around 
the time I was four years old. The white 
neighbor child insisted I wash my hands, 
because my hands were ‘dirty’ (brown),’” 
Karen recalls. “I was not allowed to play 
in their home or yard. We ‘played together’ 
through the cyclone fence that separated 
the two properties until the mother put an 
end to our play.”

Throughout the years, episodes of 
racism/white supremacy erupted in her 
life—sometimes overt, sometimes subtle — 
which continue even today in Portland. 

By her late teens, Karen became an activist. 
After moving to Oregon in the mid1970s 

and through the 1990s, Karen was in-
volved in local womens’ culture and the 
progressive political scene , was a per-
formance artist and poet and served on 
boards of gardening-focused nonprofits 
Groundwork Portland and Our Garden. 
Karen says that within these organiza-
tions, she was often the only black woman. 
She was often subjected to the covert pres-
sure to fulfill the unwanted and awkward 
role of “representing” the “entire black 
community of Portland.

As part of her journey, she embraced 
different approaches to social justice work 
over the years.

By the time she hit her mid 30s, she 
says she realized  that white folks  weren’t 
listening. Emotionally exhausted, she 
changed tactics. “I decided ‘each one teach 
one’ was the best way to go,” she says. 

“Each one teach one” is an African-Amer-
ican proverb that originated during slavery. 
When few enslaved people were literate, 
those who could read felt a duty to teach 
others. 

Karen’s approach to each one teach one 
is aimed at broadening perspectives, one 
person at a time. 

An Alameda resident since 1998, Karen 
enjoys gardening and decorates her fence 
with posters and signs of social justice 
movements for all to see. She hasn’t al-
ways felt welcomed in the neighborhood. 
“For the first 10 years living at my current 
home, whites assumed I was the mainte-
nance person or the gardener, the hired 
help,” she recalls. 

Today Karen continues to work to im-
prove the lives of oppressed/marginalized 
groups and writes for Concordia News on 
public art, education and other topics. She 
still practices each one teach one, and in 
recent years has volunteered with Health 
Care for All Oregon and Nasty Women Get 
Shit Done. Karen is active on the planning 
committee for Portland Womxn’s March 
2020, which sprang from the 2017 Wom-
en’s Marches following the inauguration of 
President Donald Trump. 

For potential allies who want to support 
Karen’s and others doing social justice - 
social change work, she asks for a change 
in mindset. “Believe us. See us. Respect 
us,” she says. “The number one thing you 
can do is step up.”

Reprinted courtesy of Concordia News.

Karen Wells

RESIDENT PROFILE:  
Karen Wells

“What keeps me going is 
hope.” she says. “Hope 

that the walls of isolation 
will be dismantled. 

Hope that the pitfalls of 
white supremacy will be 

eliminated.”

Bunny: It is official: 
Portland is 
weird. We have 
the last at-large 

commissioner 
form of government 

in the country. So 
what is it exactly?

Owl: Portland’s type 
of government 
dates back to 1913! 
You know when 

showing an ankle 
was a scandal and 

gongoozlers rode 
penny-farthings down 

muddy Portland roads.

By Kirk Rea and  
Jason Hopper,  
The City Repair Project

Looking for creative 
ways to connect 
to the people and 

natural world you share 
this city with? The non-
profit City Repair Proj-
ect invites you to join us 
for the annual Village 
Building Convergence 
(VBC), now in its 20th 
year between May 28th 
and June 7th. 

The Village Building 
Convergence features 
over 40 community-built 
projects such as earthen 
benches, intersection paintings, and gardens hap-
pening all over Portland, including in North and 
Northeast. Past sites include the earthen bench at 
Leaven Community on NE 20th Avenue and Killing-
sworth Street as well as the street paintings on NE 
Going Street at 19th and 21st Avenues.

Many hands are needed and all are welcome to 
help install projects during the VBC. A lot of proj-

ects are also currently looking for help planning, 
designing, and fundraising for their projects. And of 
course, everybody is welcome to the block parties 
on the day of implementation. You can get involved 
at www.villagebuildingconvergence.com or by fol-
lowing us on facebook at https://www.facebook.
com/cityrepair/.

Join us!

The Village Building Convergence

mailto:alamedapdx@gmail.com
mailto:boisena@gmail.com
mailto:chair@concordiapdx.org
mailto:info@eliotneighborhood.org
mailto:HNAnews@gmail.com
mailto:president@irvingtonpdx.com
mailto:info@kingneighborhood.org
http://www.lloyddistrict.org
mailto:sabin@necoalition.org
mailto:sullivansgulch@necoalition.org
mailto:vernon@necoalition.org
mailto:info@gowoodlawn.com
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As a 501c3 nonprofit organization, 
NECN does not endorse any 
candidates for office. All views 
published here are those of the listed 
candidates and do not reflect the 
views or ideas of our organization.  

Please note that these interview questions 
were put to candidates before the 
Coronavirus outbreak and therefore do not 
take the current situation into account.

Even our quirky, beautiful Portland is not immune to the 
challenges of division and extremism. I want to help build a 
Portland that is safe, inclusive, and livable for every, single 
person. I believe that we all share a desire for positive and 
lasting change for our families and for our city. I also be-
lieve that we must come together as a City and as a people 
if we are to overcome obstacles such as homelessness, 
housing affordability, and climate change. 
As Mayor, I will continue to focus on bringing communities 
together around shared goals, and on building powerful 
coalitions with my fellow council members. We have taken 
a community-centered approach toward tackling the big-
gest issues confronting our City, and will continue to do so. 
Moving forward, I know that we will make the most tangi-
ble and sustainable progress when all voices are counted, 
and when we work together.

Portland has a housing affordability problem. Regula-
tions have made it less enticing for developers to build 
much needed housing. San Diego, whose home prices 
began to drop in early 2019, achieved a healthier market-
place by reforming middle-income housing - focusing on 
those who do not qualify for low-income housing, but still 
struggle. Their new policies include loosening regulations 
and expedited permit approval. It also allows developers 
who voluntarily dedicate at least 10% of projects to low 
and middle-income housing to build 35% more units than 
zoning normally allows, among other perks. The federal 
housing voucher program, while a solid step in the right 
direction, is impeded by a lack of landlord participation. 
West Marion County has offered to cover security depos-
its, damages, and up to one month’s rent in order to sway 
landlords. Creating a more inviting space for developers is 
our most efficient path to housing reform. 

A successful term in office is not defined solely by legisla-
tive accomplishments, but by the ability to enact careful, 
intelligently planned policy that works on behalf of all 
Portlanders, especially our most vulnerable neighbors. I 
am so proud that we have succeeded in doubling our shel-
ter capacity over the past five years, and built over 1,400 
new units of affordable housing. We have taken over 84% 
of homeless families off the street, and committed our city 
to 100% renewable energy by the year 2050. 
Challenges such as housing, homelessness and climate 
change continue to define our time as one where resil-
ience, innovation and hope have never been more needed.  
Being the mayor of today means anticipating the problems 
of tomorrow. I will continue to face these issues with you, 
every day, with strength, tenacity and most importantly, 
the prevailing knowledge that a thriving future is possible 
for all citizens.

A success would be to solidify a stable and sufficient hous-
ing pipeline, which among other things will lead to a reduc-
tion in homeless residents. It will be a healthy and sustain-
able fiscal outlook for the city budget. It will include voting 
and charter reform, with a ranked choice system and city 
manager system with district representation implement-
ed. 
Most of all, a success would be to create cleaner air for all 
Portland residents, who are in the worst 1% of U.S. coun-
ties for breathing diesel particulate. I have been address-
ing this directly through my work with Portland Clean Air, 
where I am going to negotiate directly with our most un-
regulated polluters. I have been addressing this directly 
through my work as a board member with Portland Clean 
Air. I am currently in communication with 25 Portland 
neighborhood associations to directly negotiate with our 
cities most dangerous, unregulated industrial air pollut-
ers. 

I’m a huge heavy metal fan!

It took me 35 years of challenging 
the laws of physics - and denying 
those laws applied to me - before 
I finally broke a bone while run-
ning to base. It was first base. I 
was out.

Our city has struggled to find impactful solutions and a 
long-term vision for serving those who are experiencing 
homelessness. We need new policies, community engage-
ment, and transformative planning to break City Hall out of 
its current cycle of indecision and inaction. 
Homelessness is a dynamic, ever evolving issue too. We 
need real time data to identify trends and understand 
what is and what isn’t working to calibrate policy and act 
swiftly. We must also be transparent with the public and 
partner organizations about the effectiveness of these 
programs and the use of public funds. 
We can also do more to be proactive and reduce the num-
ber of people becoming houseless by: 1) prioritizing hous-
ing-first approaches and long-term supportive housing 
options; 2) preventing evictions of families with children; 
3) safeguarding transitional housing for families and vic-
tims of domestic violence; 4) proving rent assistance. 

Housing. We have four potential solutions: 
Garage occupancy
Villages 25 or smaller
Buy or build temporary storage building
Tax unoccupied dwellings

Homelessness—it’s a mental health crisis, an addiction 
crisis, a financial crisis, and a public health crisis all rolled 
into one.  Sweeps are ineffective because there is no-
where for people to go to. Meanwhile, our public spaces 
degrade, tourism plummets, and neighborhood streets 
become littered with debris.  People are screaming for 
attention out there and we need to intervene!  I have met 
with businesses, churches, non-profits, and city clean-up 
crews—they all want to be part of a solution.  
The first thing I will do is work with communities to desig-
nate sites throughout Portland.  I will work with churches, 
neighborhood associations, and designers to create pop-
up service facilities that meet people’s basic needs in a 
rapid response format. Bathrooms, lockers, showers, 
personal hygiene, and temporary respite shelters will 
complement a kiosk for people to connect to short-term 
labor assignments, on site services, and for direct refer-
rals to outside support services. 

speedspeed
candicandidatingdating

Our housing crisis must be dealt with. There’s no time to 
talk about it, we just need to begin reconstruction, reha-
bilitation and surveying of buildings that are available. 
Reunifying families who have been living on the streets is 
a priority - we can no longer ignore the devastation that 
is happening around us because of displacement and the 
rising rents. 
It isn’t getting any better so solutions must come now.

I’m running with many of Portland’s most pressing prob-
lems in mind, including: addressing our housing and 
houselessness crisis, improving city infrastructure, cre-
ating standards for 21st century policing that builds trust 
in the community, comprehensive action on our climate 
crisis, and removing barriers for Portlanders to be heard 
at City Hall. However, what I believe is the most pressing 
problem is our outdated Commission form of government 
and lack of district representation that continues to hold 
us back as a city. We must address the root of our prob-
lems, which begins with how Portlanders are being rep-
resented in the decisions we make for our growing city, 
and how our bureaus work more collaboratively. In 2021 
during our upcoming charter review process, I will create 
a community driven process to put a measure on the ballot 
that updates our government to have the capacity to re-
flect the diverse voices in Portland.  

At the end of my term, there should be a renewed interest 
and engagement in politics. Communities working togeth-
er to build solutions, participating in city government on a 
level we haven’t seen in over twenty years. 
I want to re-activate community involvement.

My main goal is to restore the trust between the people of 
Portland and City Hall. Not only are we underrepresented 
without having Commissioners elected by district, but 
there is an overall lack of public engagement to ensure 
the decisions made in City Hall reflect the voices of all 
communities in Portland. I will consider myself successful 
if I can finally put a measure on the ballot to change the 
form of government that has city-wide support, and take 
meaningful steps towards correcting this lack of repre-
sentation on the council. I will also measure my success by 
implementing internship programs, creating more oppor-
tunities for people to engage with city council, and build-
ing stronger relationships with community advocates and 
leaders. Passionate people across Portland are constantly 
innovating new ways to solve our problems—let’s take 
their voices seriously and give them opportunities to in-
vest their ideas back into the city. 

I’m a vegan!

As the youngest candidate in my 
race, I’m aware that I must com-
bat a perception that I don’t have 
enough experience to lead a large 
city like Portland. However, peo-
ple would be surprised to know 
that I have built a reputation and 
career on my ability to fix frac-
tured organizations of all sizes 
that have the passion for change 
but lack the visionary leadership 
to get there. I’m invested in my 
community locally (chair of a po-
lice accountability board) and na-
tionally (founder of a national stu-
dent government organization) 
and I have the experience, heart, 
and grit to lead Portland too. 

speedspeed
candicandidatingdating

Throughout my mayoral campaign, I’ve been prioritizing 
tackling three overlapping issues: our housing affordabil-
ity crunch, staggering wealth inequality, and acting with 
urgency on the climate emergency. Portland has rested 
on our laurels and our history of progressive governance 
for decades without making the meaningful changes nec-
essary to address these interwoven crises with real ac-
tion. Throughout my months campaigning, I have outlined 
a comprehensive Green New Deal for Portland, a Housing 
for All platform, and a Rethinking Public Safety plan along-
side a Good Governance framework to reform the city’s 
governing structures to achieve our goals. I have been 
able to propose these initiatives because while my oppo-
nents are taking big checks from downtown businesses, 
out-of-state corporations and developers, I have capped 
my donations at $250, and received over $1800 donations 
with an average size of $30. 

City of Portland Mayor City of Portland Mayor (cont’d)

Portland City Council, Position 1

Piper Crowell
pipercrowell.com

Ozzie González
ozzie4pdx.org

Sarah Iannarone
sarah2020.com

Teressa Raifford
teressaraifordformayor.com

Michael O’Callaghan

Candace Avalos
candaceforportland.com

Ted Wheeler
tedwheeler.com

 Tim DuBois
 timforportland.org

If we re-energize and re-focus City Hall, I believe we can 
have a very successful term that includes: 
1) Homelessness: Reducing the number of people expe-
riencing homelessness by getting real time data, enact-
ing proactive measures to keep people in their homes, 
evaluating the effectiveness of onsite services and sup-
plementing where needed, leveraging available support 
for veterans, and expanding re-entry programs. 2) Good 
governance: The answers to Portland’s challenges require 
deep examination of our resources. The city must start by 
taking a hard look at the budget and scrutinizing all city 
programs. Focusing on what will allow us to operate more 
efficiently and will free up funding for our priorities. 3) In-
clusive results: Empowering a committee of local leaders 
with a diversity of experience and perspectives that pro-
actively brings the voices of under- represented groups of 
all ages, gender identities, races, religions, socioeconomic 
levels, and sexualities into our policies. 

I started my career doing grass-
roots organizing on environmen-
tal campaigns. It shaped a great 
deal about how I view leadership, 
decision making, and coalition 
building. During my first couple 
years out of college, I worked on 
campaigns all across the country. 
For one campaign, I organized 
students to defeat a ballot initia-
tive that would have suspended 
California’s landmark global 
warming law. I truly believe in the 
power of people to make change 
and believe we are better when 
more views are heard and con-
sidered. 

What’s the most pressing problem  
facing Portland and what are you going  
to do about it?

What’s the most pressing problem  
facing Portland and what are you going  
to do about it?

How would you define a successful  
term in office? 

How would you define a successful  
term in office? 

What’s something that 
people would be surprised 
to know about you?

What’s something that 
people would be surprised 
to know about you?

Our City’s success depends on us solving tough problems 
together, so my first definition of success is how often I 
can arrive at solutions with all sides at the table.  
In order for us to address issues like policing, climate 
change, homelessness, and residential infill, we need to 
have all sides at the table until a solution is found.  
My other indicator of success is representation—how well 
the agency reflects the City it serves.  I expect the City to 
represent it citizens demographically, geographically, 
physically, and linguistically with the public dollars that are 
spent throughout the City. 
 I know there are many neighborhoods that have been 
ignored for a long time and I will make sure they get the 
attention they deserve also.  Representation will be my 
metric.

Between learning about my 19-
year marriage, my job as Natu-
ralist Ranger in Montana, or the 
year I spent living off the grid 
while studying environmental 
science in college, it is my life as 
a performing artist that gets the 
biggest surprise.  I sing, I dance, 
I act, I play guitar, and once-in-
awhile I do all those things on 
stage for paying audiences.  Art is 
my source of joy, inspiration, emo-
tional release, and it’s what keeps 
me motivated to fight for positive 
change every day.  Art makes life 
worth living and it is what I will 
utilize to bring Portland together.

After four years, as I reflect on the completion of my first 
term in office, I hope we are eagerly reflecting on demon-
strable, quantifiable successes, including: 
1) Reduction in carbon emissions citywide, on track to hit 
our 2030 goals, along with a declaration of a climate emer-
gency. 2) Successfully hitting targets for construction of 
new homes in the region, both market-rate and affordable 
alongside robust anti-displacement and renter protec-
tions. 3) Established robust community oversight of Port-
land Police Bureau with real teeth. 4) Completion of a suc-
cessful, robust charter review process that will allow the 
city to reform the “weak mayor” commission form of gov-
ernment. 5) A sharp reduction in traffic fatalities on the 
streets of Portland to keep us on track to be fatality-free in 
2025, as articulated by the 2015 Vision Zero initiative. 
I have released numerous, extensively detailed policy pro-
posals describing what I intend to achieve as Mayor. 

In my former career I was a 
professional pastry chef work-
ing in some of the best kitchens 
in the best food cities across the 
country, including New Orleans. 
The restaurant I founded here 
in Portland was featured on Din-
ers, Drive-Ins, and Dives with Guy 
Fieri (and if you stay up late, you 
can still catch the episode from 
time to time). In addition to Guy, 
I’ve fed a number of celebrities 
including Sylvester Stallone, Law-
rence Fishburne, Mel Tillis, and Dr. 
Dre.

Finding where the community agrees through call-in 
phone surveys. The city needs to create an access through 
bottom-up decision-making.

I was made a national hero by 
starting a free food program with 
a bike and trailer where we gave 
away over 15 million pounds of 
food on a $0.00 budget with 84 
volunteers. Also gave away 2.5 
million pounds of salmon in Alaska 
with 120,000 pounds in Portland

Owl: Our last-in-the-US ‘at-
large’ form of government 

is where every candidate 
for council runs city-
wide, rather than a 

representative district.

Bunny: Wait really? Aren’t there 
over 640,000 people in 
this city? That sounds like 
it would be expensive to 
campaign and hard to be 
held accountable by the 

people once elected.

Owl: Double true. The 
kicker is that whoever 
gets elected is the boss 

of multiple bureaus, with 
budgets in the millions of 

dollars and hundreds of 
employees.

Continued on pg 8
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“Home-
lessness 

is just a symp-
tom of our capitalist 

models. Seeing so many hopeless 
people out on the streets and not 
have a bathroom to use, or even 
get out of the cold! That’s not the 
way to deal with people who have 
nothing.
It seems like in the short term a 
bunch of progress could be made 
there with things like not having 
to push people to allow homeless 
people to stay in properties that 
are unrented. Also ease the codes 
up a little bit to build a bunch of 
tiny homes for people and make 
sure that doesn’t turn into a slum 
lord situation.”  —Gaelen

“Homelessness.” —David

“I’m not real thrilled about what 
they did about the neighborhood 
associations”  —Kathy M. 

“I think that the transient popula-
tion downtown could use some 
more resources. Just having lived 
here a couple months, that’s the 
biggest problem I’ve noticed.” 
 —Becky

“I know that there has been a 
push for high density housing, but 
I don’t think that the high density 
housing that is being built right 
now is that affordable. I think the 

city should figure out a way that if 
developers are going to come in 

and try to make money off of 
Portlanders and it is going to 

sit empty because they are 
charging too high of a rent, 
then the city has to get 
involved and create some 
sort of subsidies or penal-
ize developers who are 
basically just sitting on 
empty developments and 
open that housing up for 
more affordable options.”  
—Eric

“There is so much garbage 
around and I don’t mean to 

be judgemental, but I know 
that it’s a lot of homeless people 

that can’t do much with what 
they have. I live in this building 
and it’s a nice building, it’s clean, 
it’s expensive, and then you walk 
two blocks away and it’s trashed. 
There’s a bus shelter on Vancouver. 
Twice in the last two months it’s 
been completely destroyed and, 
you know, the Metro has to go and 
replace the glass and pick up all 
the glass and trash, and you know 
I feel very safe in the building and I 
don’t feel as safe outside.”   
—Loretta

“Income inequality is something 
that is talking to me and I see a lot 
of people and myself feel stressed 
by the amount of money that they 
are making and just like making 
a life in a city where I feel that 
there should be a place that people 
can make a life… I am supporting 
candidates who I think are more 
focused on that kind of equality.”  
—Joshua

“They’re building 7-story buildings 
in place of homes. I understand 
the need for infill but I think the 
way they are doing it isn’t sustain-
able” —Anonymous

“The most important issue in this 
upcoming election would be some-
thing about homelessness. I’m a 
security guard so I deal with the 
homeless on a daily basis, so I’d 
like to see people come together 
more. And we do have a lot of dif-
ferent things for homeless people.” 
—Austin

“Parking. All these buildings, 
all these condos should have 
parking. This lower level crap 
should be illegal.”  
 —Anonymous

“It’s difficult to meet the 
needs of every individual, 
so I feel like oftentimes 
corporations and the 
people who bring in the 
most money are the ones 
who get focused on.”  
—Zachary O.

“Homelessness and hous-
ing, affordable housing.” 
—Rhea F.

“Mobility within the city. 
Specifically making it more 
accessible to get around safely 
without using a car.”

 “I think there are a lot of 
questions regarding our coali-
tion form of government… 
There’s not necessarily some-
one that I know I can talk to 
about issues affecting my com-
munity.”   —John R. 

“I don’t think city hall should 
be working for individuals. I 
do think city hall policies need 
to be more holistic. Portland 
has needed for the last 10 
years to go to basic structural 
fundamentals - the founda-
tion of our city organization… 
things like safety, fire, police, 
local health initiatives, hous-
ing.”  —Michelle T. 

“I am a therapist and I just 
hear from a lot of people about 
how stressed they are because 
housing costs so much and 
how hard it is to move be-
cause they don’t have a lot of 
money”  —Laurie P. 

“I think that housing and the 
homeless crisis are probably 
the most important things in 
the world right now. The city 
should get behind sponsoring 
more affordable housing and 
find some real solutions for 
the homelessness problem.”  
—S.B. 

“Couple of years ago I went to 
a neighborhood meeting about 
zoning, and I realized that they 
had already made up their 
minds and didn’t really want 
input from people, and that’s 
when I went: ‘they don’t really 
care about what we think.’” 
—C.M. 

 “I have been really dissatis-
fied with a lot of the work 
done by city hall. I think their 
interests lie somewhere else.”   
—Kaitlin and Markus

“Free lunches. Schools are 
struggling to give free lunches. 
Why can’t they do it, you 
know?”  —Anonymous

“Get rid of the Arts Tax. I 
voted no on it, and I still get 
charged every year for it. And 
I don’t even have any income 
right now, except for my social 
security.”  
—Janette at Irvington  
Elderplace

I t’s nice to hear from candidates 
speak in their own words about 
their vision for our city and for 

solving some of its problems. But 
how closely does that track with 
what’s on people’s minds? 

We partnered with our friends 
at The Center, a youth and jour-
nalism-focused nonprofit to find 
out. On a sunny March afternoon, 
a group of teenage reporters from 
The Center spread out around 
the North Williams and Fremont 
neighborhood to get a read for 
what average Portlanders are 

thinking about going into election 
season. 

They asked  two questions: 
1. What is the biggest problem 

facing Portland and what do 
you want to see done about 
it? 

2. Do you feel that City Hall 
represents your interests? 
Why or why not? 

They had conversations with over 
two dozen people on the street and 
we collected some of their answers 
here.

The student reporters are:
Robertson, Sarah
Holman, Maya
Zhang, Alyssa
Dwyer, Liam 
Langer, Hannah
Gadbaw, Maddie
George, Dillon
Latendresse, Emma
Calora, Lauren Mei
Camp, Margot
Michael, Sophia
Farhang, Aanna

Talk To The People Talk To The People

Bunny: In a 
representative 
council 

system like 
Seattle has, 
candidates 
run in 

smaller 
districts with 

say 60,000 people and 
they aren’t in charge of 
massive City bureaucracies. 

Owl: Running 
in districts is 
cheaper, so 
there is less 
incentive 
to take big 
corporate 

cash, and it 
is easier for people in the 
district to engage their 
representative.
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Portland City Council, Position 1 (cont’d) Portland City Council, Position 2 (cont’d)

Portland City Council, Position 2

What’s the most pressing problem  
facing Portland and what are you going  
to do about it?

What’s the most pressing problem  
facing Portland and what are you going  
to do about it?

How would you define a successful  
term in office? 

How would you define a successful  
term in office? 

What’s something that 
people would be surprised 
to know about you?

What’s something that 
people would be surprised 
to know about you?

Most pressing are housing affordability and the home-
lessness crisis: every Portlander should be able to live af-
fordably, safely, and with access to our city’s schools and 
public transit. This includes directing more resources to 
the homeless crisis for supportive housing and services 
for the chronically homeless, and to prevent more fami-
lies and children from falling into homelessness. Housing 
instability impacts children’s ability to learn, be nourished 
physically, and emotionally feel safe. Great work is hap-
pening through the Joint Office of Homeless Services 
and many community-based organizations, but it is still 
not enough. The City has a role in leading a collaborative 
and regional response. As a City Commissioner I will bring 
urgency to these issues because we have no time to lose. 
I’ll make sure our City is doing our part in a regional effort 
to create paths to stable, affordable homes to meet the 
needs of our diverse communities.

The usual answer to this question is housing, and that’s 
not inaccurate. However, the housing crisis is a symptom 
of our deeply-flawed system that both failed to see the 
crisis coming and fails to adequately address it. This is 
why I consider Portland’s most pressing problem to be 
our at-large elections and outdated Commission form of 
government––which led to predominantly rich white men 
from the wealthiest part of town getting elected. Once 
elected, the Mayor assigns Commissioners bureaus (re-
gardless of expertise)––Commissioners then spend the 
majority of their time running bureaus, rather than legis-
lating or serving their constituents. If we had represen-
tatives on City Council from diverse backgrounds, elected 
by districts from every part of town, who focus on legis-
lating and constituent services––we would end up with 
a city that works for everyone. I’m committed to leading 
the transition to this new form of government through a 
community-led process. 

The most pressing issue facing Portland is the lack of af-
fordable housing and the resulting impacts, including the 
homelessness crisis.
I am the ONLY candidate for this position with deep experi-
ence in affordable housing and homeless services. I was 
hired by late Nick Fish to develop Portland’s first detailed 
affordable housing plan and worked for years in the non-
profit sectors and at Metro to expand the scale and re-
gional reach of housing and services. I will bring my track 
record of success and real solutions to City Hall. But you 
don’t have to take my word for it: 
“Sam Chase has the unique combination of experience 
and progressive values our community needs to address 
homelessness, safeguard clean air and water, and stand 
up for the rights of all people. We need him on Portland 
City Council!”  —Governor Barbara Roberts

Portland has an incredible opportunity with this new City 
Council.  Councilors elected in 2020 will renegotiate the 
Police contract, likely handle charter reform to change 
our form of government, sustainably fund Portland Parks 
& Recreation, and continue working towards solving the 
housing crisis.  The Council is also responsible for making 
policies reducing the City’s carbon footprint and address-
ing climate change.
I would ensure the Police contract was created through 
deep community collaboration, especially with those im-
pacted by our justice system’s iniquities; support char-
ter reform and ensure community voice is fairly heard 
through committee nominations; build on the work of 
Commissioner Fish and the Parks Director to find sustain-
able funding Portland Parks; support a basic minimum 
income, helping those on the verge of losing their homes, 
and those already experiencing houselessness; and finally 
I would work to improve the city’s urban tree canopy, help-
ing reduce neighborhood temperatures and improving liv-
ability.

My hope for a successful term in office would be that our 
City Council has earned the full trust and engagement of 
Portland residents, and that Portland is on a strong path 
to become a city leading the way in renewable energy use, 
that it is affordable for all people to live, where all Port-
landers have access to clean air, water, and parks, with 
walkable neighborhoods and multiple transit, cycling, and 
pedestrian options. 
We will have a thriving and innovative business community 
and social sector that work hand in hand with local gov-
ernment and the region to ensure everyone has a place 
to call home, access to good jobs, and safe, inclusive, and 
carbon-neutral neighborhoods.

The first two years in office I will have the opportunity to 
facilitate a once-a-decade Charter Review process with 
my fellow Commissioners––the process will hopefully 
lead to a community-led, system-change ballot measure 
in 2022. I hope to win reelection in 2022, at which point 
the Portland voters will have hopefully passed that ballot 
measure creating city council districts and dismantling 
the Commission form of government. When reelected, I’d 
help lead the implementation of this new, more just and 
equitable system of government.
The housing, climate, and congestion crisis don’t exist in a 
vacuum, and we shouldn’t act like they do. Commissioner 
Hardesty has demonstrated that Commissioners can work 
across bureaus on issues like police accountability. A suc-
cessful term in office includes continuing to demonstrate 
that we can fix our biggest systemic problems by pooling 
our resources and working together across bureaus and 
with other municipalities to get things done.

I championed passage of the nation’s first regional afford-
able housing bond; passed three regional packages pro-
tecting nature, air and water; and reformed exclusionary 
urban renewal policies to build more than 10,000 afford-
able homes--without raising taxes. I get what I say done!
I’ll transform our city by:
Funding affordable housing and proven solutions to match 
the scale of Portland’s homelessness crisis; I will provide 
job support; complete Nick Fish’s plan to build 2,000 units 
of permanent supportive housing; and build affordable 
housing and shelter for communities THROUGHOUT the 
region--including Washington/Clackamas Counties.
Bringing back community centers, Columbia Pool, and 
parks and recreation programs; restore Willamette wa-
terfront access, replace concrete hotspots with green 
landscape, and build on my Metro experience to revive and 
sustain Portland Parks and Recreation.
Delivering free transit passes for all youth and reducing 
traffic congestion by making transit faster and more reli-
able.

Portland Parks & Recreation has sustainable funding.  
Our beloved parks, natural areas, and recreation facilities 
need continued investment and comprehensive mainte-
nance to ensure generations of Portlanders have access 
for years to come. 
Community members have better access to their local 
government, no matter their zip code, or language they 
speak.  All community members should have trust and 
confidence in their government.  This happens when com-
munities are a part of the process in decision making from 
the beginning.
Portland is a safer place to live, work and play. Safety 
means different things for different people.  We need poli-
cies that address safety for all regardless of race, ability, 
gender, sexual orientation, religious affiliation, age, socio-
economic or housing status.  
Livability has increased.  Portland has neighborhoods that 
are incredible and unique.  No matter what neighborhood 
you live in, you should have the same expectations of ac-
cess to and services provided from your local government.

My immigrant grandparents and 
parents migrated through the 
Southwest and Northern Califor-
nia and Oregon picking vegeta-
bles and fruit before settling per-
manently in Oregon. Growing up 
both of my parents had to work a 
lot to keep a roof over our heads. 
Before I turned 14 years old, we 
had moved more than 10 times. 
This is why housing is personal to 
me. It’s why I’ve dedicated the last 
ten years to running a commu-
nity organization that supports 
low-income families and youth to 
achieve their American Dream. 
My experiences mean I will bring 
an urgency and focus to this work. 

I was a gymnast for 11 years! 
Which speaks to my work ethic–
–I chose 20+ hours of gymnastics 
per week over having a social life! 
It also indicates my attraction to 
accomplish difficult things. In my 
career, I led a decade-long cam-
paign to stop Nestlé from building 
a massive water bottling facility in 
the Gorge. People said it wasn’t 
possible, you can’t stop them, but 
we did. Gymnastics was kind of 
like that: people think the human 
body can’t do certain things, but 
with commitment, hard work, 
and a sense that the impossible 
is possible, we can accomplish 
incredible things.

As a teenager I lost my father to 
mental illness and drug addiction-
-conditions that affect many of 
Portland’s chronically houseless. 
I understand firsthand that the 
only way our chronic houseless 
neighbors, friends and families 
will succeed is with effective 
housing, services, and support. 
When they do, Portland’s quality 
of life will improve for everyone.
“Sam’s commitment to racial 
equity, social justice and advo-
cacy for sustainable community 
engagement in all decision mak-
ing processes at the City level 
strengthens his vision for livable 
wage jobs, affordable housing 
and clean air and water.”  —Asian 
Pacific American Network of Or-
egon (APANO)

I participated in competitive 
sports all my life with a deep con-
nection to soccer.  What may be 
a surprise is that I played with 
World Cup champion Hope Solo, 
in fact, we won a high school state 
championship together! 
It’s been wonderful raising my 
kids here where the rich tradition 
of soccer is a part of the commu-
nity fabric and it was an honor for 
me to coach young immigrant and 
refugee women in Portland World 
Soccer.
Finally, we are very lucky to have 
fantastic teams with incredible 
community minded fan bases.  Go 
Thorns, Timbers, Riveters, and 
Timbers Army!

Julia DeGraw
julia4pdx.com

Sam Chase
samchaseforportland.com

Cynthia Castro
cynthiacastro.com

What’s the most pressing problem facing Portland and 
what are you going to do about it? (150 words max) We are 
in a housing crisis and this has a major effect on our com-
munity, especially our homeless community. Homeless-
ness is an immediate threat to the individual’s wellbeing. 
My idea is utilizing “zombie” lots to create supportive hous-
ing because right now it’s just wasted space not serving 
the community. Let’s use these lots and serve our commu-
nity. Designating these lots for specific transitional needs, 
whether you are from the homeless community, are a 
Survivor of abuse trying to flee an abusive situation, or 
whether you are a student. Students are at risk for home-
lessness because they’re paying so much in debt to go to 
school, to have an education to be part of our community. 
I do believe that if we were to come up with programs to 
further help our community partners it would bridge that 
gap and create something more sustainable so that our 
city can thrive.

The most pressing problem facing Portland is our city gov-
ernment’s inaction on climate change. We have children 
and adults alike marching through our streets demanding 
climate action yet the council avoids taking real action to 
address this crisis. Portland should be leading the nation in 
climate policy. We must enact a climate emergency to put 
the issue into perspective. We must reject the expansion 
of the I-5 and implement a congestion tax to disincentiv-
ize auto use. The city must use this money to expand public 
transit and eliminate fares to make the city more acces-
sible without a car. Our 100% renewable energy goal as a 
city needs to be shifted from 2035 to 2025 forcing the city 
to take immediate action. Housing policy is climate policy 
so we must support Residential Infill Projects to reduce 
land use and create 15 minute neighborhoods. 

 Police brutality and police accountability. They’ve violated 
and lost our public trust. Police violence against protest-
ers is obvious and known - yet they lie and continue. Police 
are killing people experiencing mental health crisis. Anti-
houseless ordinances need to be removed and police must 
stop arresting them. First responders needs to be medical 
professionals, not the police. As a queer man, I know that 
Police should not be allowed to march with Pride - they are 
not our allies. I will work with PPB on better strategic plans 
how to handle protests, and went to state police training 
for background knowledge necessary to do so. We must 
severe ties with ICE. Also, hire an independent community 
member as police commissioner - the Mayor’s office has 
failed. Replace PCCEP with new citizen oversight for po-
licing that’s not insider-filled and seeking status quo solu-
tions. G4S City hall security must be removed immediately. 
Corporate mercenaries violating community rights have 
no place in Portland.

I believe that working with our community partners and 
advocates is a key part to a successful term. By working 
with community partners we can work towards a city that 
is inclusive and sustainable. 
I seek to continue the work that Commissioner Fish 
has started, such as stewardship of the land and water  
cleanup. 
Using renewable resources and materials on city projects 
and giving small businesses the opportunity to work with 
the city. 
Creating more jobs in our city and bringing awareness to 
the community so that those who are looking for work or 
ways to get involved will have first priority. 

A successful term in office will encompass direct climate 
action, expanding tenant protections, empowering work-
ers & unions, and increasing community engagements 
throughout Portland. We must bring City Hall to the peo-
ple by going into their communities rather than expecting 
them to come to us and these engagements must be re-
quired 4-6x a year. 
A successful term would also include frank conversations 
on privilege and access in Portland’s political sphere to ad-
dress the issues that women, BIPOC, and working class 
candidates face when running for office. Lastly, a suc-
cessful term will address disability rights and the lack of 
accessibility this community faces with our current infra-
structure. 

First and foremost by increasing community access, inclu-
sion and influence with fair decision processes with equal 
protection for all community members under the law. The 
status quo openness and integrity of Portland’s City Gov-
ernment is unacceptable. 
I will lead inclusive town halls when discussing policies, is-
sues and proposals before votes at city hall and together 
we will transform City hall into an accessible place for all. 
I will also lead in partnerships for direct action when 
addressing issues and transform our city government 
website to make it 100% accessible. We can make much 
better decisions together with science and good decision 
processes, than the failures coming from the current city 
commissioners and Mayor.

I’m a painter. I’ve always loved 
art and after I was honorably dis-
charged from the Army I started 
painting. 
I paint from the heart and believe 
art has a way of bringing people 
together. When I’m finished with 
my paintings I give them away to 
my friends, family, and people in 
our community. 
This past year for Christmas sur-
prised my family with personal 
paintings from me. I love giving 
gifts from the heart.

I was adopted at birth but ended 
up being raised by my biological 
mother. My mother was young 
and decided to allow my godpar-
ents to adopt me. I was named by 
my godparents and lived as their 
daughter until I was 9 months old. 
My mother was able to reverse 
the adoption and I grew up with 
her the rest of my life. My mother 
could not afford to change my ad-
opted name so I kept that name 
until last year when I had a legal 
name change to the name my 
mother chose for me before I was 
adopted. 

As a committed community lead-
er of those systemically excluded 
from power and access - I have 
volunteered without pay for many 
full time non-profit organizations 
over the last 15 years - as the vice-
President for Student Body Gov-
ernment at my nationally known 
high school, where I also formed 
the first LGBTQ club. I’m the sole 
surviver of my entire family - of 
earthquakes, tornadoes, police 
brutality, domestic violence, 
family abuse and gun violence. 
Portland is my community and my 
family. I’ve lived  on my own since  
age 16. 

Phillip Wolfe

Diana Gutman
Instagram:  
@diana_marie_og

Robin Castro
robin4pdx.com

Carmen Rubio
carmenforportland.com

Bunny: So what 
is a gongoozler 

like me 
supposed 
to do?

Owl: Well, to 
change the 
government 
we would 
have to 
change the 
City’s charter, 
which is like 
Portland’s 

constitution.

Bunny: Hoo 
boy that 
sounds 
boring and 
hard.

Continued on pg 10
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speedspeed
candicandidatingdating

If you want to watch  
a short video about it,  
visit our website:  
www.necoalition.org/civics

Owl: Next year, City Council will create a charter 
commission to review our form of government and 
that would be a good time to get on your penny-
farthing and ride down to City Hall and tell those 
gongoozlers “we want a representative council”.

Portland City Council, Position 2 (cont’d)
What’s the most pressing problem  
facing Portland and what are you going  
to do about it?

How would you define a successful  
term in office? 

What’s something that 
people would be surprised 
to know about you?

The most pressing problem facing Portland is poverty. 
Poverty is the foundation of issues around homelessness, 
our inability to reduce traffic congestion, and the wealth 
inequality and discrimination in our community. With bil-
lions of dollars in the budget, we can do better at providing 
opportunities for everyone to be successful – regardless 
of what zip code they come from. My plan is to do two 
things about it – collaborate and take action. We have to 
work with people who are on the ground in this fight – like 
teachers, homeless outreach workers, and transporta-
tion advocates – to come up with real solutions that work 
for real people. Next, we must find the courage to act. We 
must act not just when it is politically convenient, but every 
single time that its right. I have always found the courage 
to act and will continue to as a Portland City Commissioner.

I would define a successful term in office by the depth of 
community we’ve engaged in finding a collaborative path 
forward for our city and by outcomes we can see are 
working to fight back against the growing decline in qual-
ity of life for working people and vulnerable communities 
in our city. We must be innovative enough to address the 
short-term crises we face and the more long-term fixes 
at the same time. It is not enough to just adopt a policy 
and wait ten years to see if it works – we need significant 
change now and a long-term strategy to sustain it. We 
need to work quickly, but urgency cannot overshadow the 
parallel need to engage deeply with impacted communities 
that have often been left out of conversations about policy 
options and resource allocation. Accomplishing those two 
things would be a successful term in office for me. 

Most people would be surprised 
to know that my dad was a Hall of 
Fame boxer from North Portland. Loretta Smith

votelorettasmith.com

We are in a climate crisis.  As Commissioner my  priori-
ties would  helping move  Portland  in the right direction 
by implementing  limits on single-use plastics, shifting our 
automotive fleet off gas fuel, composting food waste, con-
verting methane at our sewage treatment plant to renew-
able natural gas, and maximizing our use of nature rather 
than pipes to manage Oregon’s plentiful rainwater.
A climate change also necessitates funding and emergen-
cy planning for civil protections from flooding, agricultural 
failures and earthquake and electrical grid preparedness 
has got to be our number one priority.  
My Biggest concern is the seriously declining Honey Bee 
Populations nationally. This could  make the foods we need 
completely unavailable. Working together I believe Port-
land can be instrumental in leading the nation in chang-
ing the Whole Pollinator dynamic.    I have a solution that I 
would like to promote as Commissioner of Parks and Rec-
reation:   The Wildflower and Mason Bee Revolution!   

Mason Bees and Leaf cutter Bees are solitary rather than 
the honey bee which live in Hives.  Solitary Bees can be 
raised by the urban farmer Or what I would call the Vic-
tory Bee Gardener. Mason and Leaf cutter bees can be 
raised and can help the people who raise food in the coun-
try as well.
This is the idea I would like to see all of Portland make 
successful.  It saves money, it saves Bees, it save soils,  All 
bees need food.    As Commission of Parks and Recreation I 
would like to see Our urban grass fields , turned into Wild-
flower Meadows until Bee populations can be restored,   
The Bureau would save on Grass seed, Grass cutting, 
herbicides and Pesticides which are devastating our Bee 
population in the first place!
I would consider restoring Bee Populations to year 2000 
levels to define success for my term in office.

 I tango dance pretty regularly.Walter Wesley

Homelessness. The causes of homelessness are diverse, 
but broadly speaking, there are two halves to the problem, 
an economic half and a services half. On the economic side, 
we need to ensure housing is available and affordable, and 
we need to keep Portland’s economy bustling and creating 
opportunity for Portlanders. 
On the subject of services, Portland has over 300 nonprof-
its working independently to provide services to residents 
experiencing or at risk of homelessness. The absence of 
coordination between the city and these nonprofits is a 
major opportunity for improvement.  
As Commissioner, I will champion an initiative to bring 
nonprofits, businesses and faith-based groups together to 
create coordinated, collaborative solutions to our home-
less crisis.  Collaborative, integrated programs like Haven 
for Hope have achieved nationwide renown for helping 
people rebuild their lives and find permanent housing. 
Integrated programs offer housing, medical and mental 
health care, addiction treatment, support groups and job 
training.

Homelessness – Champion an initiative for the Portland 
City Council working with the businesses, nonprofits and 
faith-based groups to develop a strategic and tactical plan 
to address our homeless crisis. The plan will lead to the 
development of comprehensive addiction, mental health 
and job training programs comparable to nationally rec-
ognized programs like Haven for Hope in San Antonio, TX.
Environment – Closing of the Zenith Oil Terminal, an envi-
ronmental catastrophe waiting to happen. Development 
of a viable, measurable program to achieve the city’s 100% 
renewable energy and carbon neutral goals before 2035 
and 2050, respectively. 
Responsible Government – Stay connected to the issues 
facing our city by holding regular town hall meetings in all 
sectors of our city (NW, N, NE, SE & SW). Ensure that the 
people’s  voice is heard, and our city government responds 
accordingly.
Safe Streets – Implement effective programs which will 
reduce traffic-related fatalities. 

Years ago, I went to a Halloween 
costume party in Calgary, Canada, 
I went to the party dressed as 
Count Dracula and I met a fasci-
nating woman dressed as a black 
cat. Four weeks later we were 
married, and we began our jour-
ney together traveling the world. 
This year, the black cat that 
crossed my path and I will cel-
ebrate our 42nd wedding anni-
versary.

Jack Kerfoot
jackkerfoot2020.com

No single issue voting, please! There are many issues and 
ranking them seems ridiculous when there are so many 
issues to address. Everyone will have a reason why they 
think one should be ranked higher. As city commissioner, 
I would be answering questions and concerns of the citi-
zens. The only thing I can guarantee is that health (mental 
and physical) and safety will be a priority. For issues I feel 
strongly about, I am updating my site as often as I can to 
include my views on various topics. Feel free to look there, 
if you are so inclined. 

Address as many issues as possible and attempt to find the 
optimal solution, even if that means compromising. 

That I’m running for city commis-
sioner. :D Also, my parents had 
eight kids -- all girls.

Alicea Maurseth
maurseth4pdx.com 

speedspeed
candicandidatingdating

Portland City Council, Position 4
What’s the most pressing problem  
facing Portland and what are you going  
to do about it?

How would you define a successful  
term in office? 

What’s something that 
people would be surprised 
to know about you?

Portland must do better at preventing and ending home-
lessness.   The most efficient way to reduce homelessness 
is to prevent people from losing their housing in the first 
place.  In addition, we must help get the mentally ill and 
those in need of medical care off the streets and the help 
they need. We cannot police our way out of the homeless-
ness.  Instead, we need smarter and more humane solu-
tions that address the myriad of challenges to our housing 
crisis.
Solutions must include:
Increased funding for short-term rent assistance 

programs
1,500 units of city-subsidized supportive housing for 

chronically homeless people, who are also disabled, 
mentally ill, and/or drug addicted.

Community led, non-police outreach to the homeless 
community. 

29,000 more units of low-cost and affordable housing.

Portland is among the most environmentally friendly cit-
ies. However, Multnomah ranks among the worst 1% of 
counties nationwide for diesel particulate exposure – the 
worst airborne carcinogens according to California risk 
assessments. DEQ still does not regulate stack emissions. 
My public records requests for Portland area industrial air 
polluter data succeeded with eight agencies. All of these 
records went online for public access for the first time due 
to this citizen action. I work with 41 Portland Neighbor-
hood Association boards to inform the public and negoti-
ate with industry for the installation of smokestack filters. 
Eight industries have installed control devices to mitigate 
or end their pollution problems since Bullseye Glass. Most 
of these were voluntary due to citizen action. I’ll make 
sure the city council is doing its part on wood smoke, de-
molitions, and restaurant pollution. The city council should 
be more vocal even when preempted by Oregon.

Homelessness:
Last year 80 people died living on the Portland streets. Al-
lowing people to camp on  streets is misguided compas-
sion. Allowing people to die on our streets is not compas-
sionate at all.
Our City Has Normalized Homeless Encampments:
In Portland, by law, unsanctioned camping is not permit-
ted. However, when camps are cleaned up, our rules re-
quire campers to be provided at least 48 hours advance 
notice so they can pack up and vacate the area. However, 
this is not managed and encampments remain, sometimes 
for months on end. Our police, who are on the front lines 
caring for our city, are ordered by their superiors at the 
direction of our City Council to stand down. All the while 
the quality of life for both the homed and homeless suffers, 
in the case of the homeless, sometimes with loss of life.
Now let’s focus on SOLUTIONS.

10% + decrease in the absolute number of Portlanders 
who are chronically homeless.

10% + increase in the supply of affordable housing.  (50% 
of media family income)

10% + decrease in poverty.
10% + increase in usage of electric vehicles.
Diversify city staff and deliver city services equitably to all 

Portanders.
Reform the charter to elect members of City Council by 

district
Hire City Manager to coordinate services across bureaus.
Reform City code to modernize neighborhood and busi-

ness associations systems
Cut the number of staff vacancies at PPB by 25%
Free public transit for PPS kids
Decrease traffic congestion and reduce the number of  

traffic deaths 
Establish an annual “carbon budgets” for each City 

Bureau. Bureaus are held responsible for tracking, 
managing and reducing CO2 emissions.

60% + of Portlanders agree with this statement: “Port-
land’s city government is on the right track.”

A successful term would entail implementing more robust 
controls to reduce pollution at the city level. 
For example, by creating a Nature’s Trust chapter in the 
Charter to treat nature as an enforceable public trust, 
making unfiltered diesel trucks illegal, and working with 
power companies to transition folks off wood burning dur-
ing the winter.  
A successful term would also include maintaining demo-
cratic input and increasing diversity. I would increase 
funding to neighborhood associations as well as diver-
sify funding to non-neighborhood association community 
groups not typically represented well in neighborhood 
organizations.

A sense of optimism and pride is back in our city. On our 
walks or rides we will see a city regaining its beauty. 
Campsites will slowly disappear as we house, heal and hu-
manely treat our most vulnerable. 
Deeply affordable housing will ensure that a high school 
kid graduating or a person on social security can live in the 
city they grew up in. 
Our air will be cleaner because we will be transitioning our 
entire municipal fleet to electric vehicles. 
These changes will be a reality because I will have spent 
each week visiting all parts of the city. I will sweat the 
small stuff. If I see a pothole in your neighborhood, I want 
it filled. If I see trash on the side of the road, I want it 
picked up. If I see an abandoned car on your street, I want 
it removed. Don’t you?

I don’t own a car. I am raising my 
boys to understand the value of 
public transportation, biking, and 
walking inside your community 
and city. 
It is on the bus or the MAX that 
I get the incredible benefit of 
meeting fellow public travelers 
and hearing about what they 
want out of our city. 
While I am actively participating 
in reducing my carbon footprint, 
I am using my own dollars to sup-
port union jobs, public service 
funding, and underserved com-
munities to have access to trans-
portation.

I think you would be surprised to 
learn that I like to go on a 40-100 
mile bike ride whenever I get a 
chance with friends. I have biked 
to Boring and Mt Hood. We fre-
quent local café’s, and they know 
us as those crazy cyclists who 
biked from Portland. 
I also biked all around Oregon, 
a 1500 mile bike ride over four 
weeks. I enjoyed speaking to the 
locals about the issues that mat-
ter to them while campaigning 
for Oregon Secretary of State in 
2012.

I have climbed to the very top of 
the Brooklyn Bridge and halfway 
up one of The Great Pyramids of 
Giza in Egypt. Oh, to be in your 
20’s.

Mingus Mapps
mingusmapps.com

Seth Woolley 
sethforportland.org

Keith Wilson
keithforportland.com

Climate catastrophe is our biggest global challenge and 
something that I’m actively addressing--but I was inspired 
to run for office by Portland’s rent crisis and affordable 
housing remains by highest priority. Housing is a basic 
need and a human right. A safe, stable, affordable place 
to live drives outcomes in health, education, and economic 
opportunity. Mass displacement has had significant im-
pacts on traffic congestion and carbon emissions. High 
rents are a detriment to our local economy. Addressing 
the impacts of the housing crisis after the fact is exponen-
tially more expensive than keeping people housed. And 
gentrification has robbed entire communities--in particu-
lar Portland’s African American community--of cultural 
ownership and the ability to live in their chosen communi-
ties. I have advanced historic tenant protections in my first 
three years in office. We are currently working on locating 
additional alternative shelter sites on city owned property, 
as well as developing meaningful anti-displacement mea-
sures.

A successful term in office includes creating, passing, and 
implementing meaningful policy solutions, representing 
the interest of the people of Portland in every decision we 
make, delivering better protections, services, and pro-
grams to the public, working to solve structural and sys-
temic issues in our bureaus and programs, and improving 
the work cultures within our bureaus. 
When I’m pursuing policy solutions I begin with the ques-
tion: How can I do the most good for the most people, in 
particular underserved or vulnerable communities? And 
as we develop policy, I ask myself whose voice is missing 
from these conversations and who needs to be at the ta-
ble? How will this policy or project advance racial justice? 
And how (if applicable) will it help us achieve our climate 
goals? A willingness to not shy away from difficult conver-
sations, act with urgency, and deliver effective and legally 
defensible policy solutions is critical to success.

Chloe Eudaly
Votechloe.com
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COVID-19/CORONAVIRUS
Resources

There are resources available online to help you deal with the  
COVID-19 outbreak. Below are just a few. 
Food Assistance
Hunger-Free Oregon: https://oregonhunger.org/covid-19
Sunshine Divison: https://sunshinedivision.org/get-help
Meals on Wheels: https://www.mowp.org/what-we-do/meals-on-wheels
Oregon Food Bank: https://www.oregonfoodbank.org/find-help/find-food
Financial & Employment Assistance
https://www.oregon.gov/employ/Pages/Covid-19.aspx
http://www.homeforward.org/find-a-home/get-help-paying-rent
https://impactnw.org/programs/housing-and-safety-net
General Info/Updates
https://govstatus.egov.com/OR-OHA-COVID-19
https://multco.us/novel-coronavirus-covid-19
Business Support
https://greaterportlandinc.com/covid-business-resources


