
BUILDING SUBURBAN
RAIL LOOP
The Andrews Labor Government will get on with the Suburban Rail Loop – the biggest transport project in 
Australian history that will connect our suburbs and our state. 

Our transport system was built a century ago – designed to get people from their homes to jobs in 
Melbourne’s CBD. 

But as we’ve grown, our state has changed. Melbourne’s suburbs have expanded, and jobs and services 
have decentralised to centres across Melbourne’s middle and outer suburbs. 

As we continue to grow, demand on the transport network in and out of the CBD will continue to fill our 
roads and our trains.

To keep up with our growing population, create more jobs, help families get where they need to be, and 
make Melbourne a truly world-class city, our transport system needs overhauling. 

The Suburban Rail Loop will transform how people move around Melbourne – connecting people directly 
to jobs, hospitals, universities, and the airport without having to travel in to the CBD. 

The underground train network will circle Melbourne’s suburbs from Cheltenham to Melbourne Airport, with 
12 new underground stations connecting our southern, eastern, and northern suburbs. 

From the Airport, Labor’s new Melbourne Airport Rail Link will connect it to Sunshine, with the loop 
completed via a new connection to the Werribee line. 

It will be the biggest transport project in Australian history, giving Melbourne a modern orbital public 
transport network the likes of London, New York, and Paris.  

In just four years, Labor has delivered the big road and rail projects our state needs for today. 

We’ve been removing dangerous level crossings, building the Metro Tunnel to run more trains, and cutting 
congestion on the roads with the West Gate Tunnel and expansion of the Monash and Tulla. 

If re-elected, we’ll build the public transport system our state needs for tomorrow. 

Just like the Ring Road or the City Loop, the Suburban Rail Loop will change the way we travel in Victoria. 
It will take decades to complete – but without it, our state will come to a standstill. 

Only Labor has the runs on the board, and the guts to deliver the Suburban Rail Loop.  
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Regional Victorian passengers will benefit from 
regional super hubs at Clayton, Broadmeadows 
and Sunshine that will include interchanges 
with the new underground rail network. 

This will provide regional Victorians better 
access to jobs, education and health services 
outside the CBD, and more reliable freeway 
connections due to less cars on the roads.

The Suburban Rail Loop will provide connections near our major 
suburban educational institutions, including Monash (Clayton), 
Deakin (Burwood), and Latrobe (Bundoora) universities, and major 
TAFEs including the Box Hill Institute and Victoria University Sunshine 
Campus. 

It will connect to jobs, including National Employment and Innovation 
Clusters at Monash, La Trobe, Sunshine, and Werribee, Metropolitan 
Activity Centres at Box Hill and Broadmeadows, and the expanding 
Melbourne Airport.

It will provide access to more health services – including the Monash, 
Box Hill and Austin Hospitals.

DELIVERING FOR ALL VICTORIANS CONNECTING EDUCATION, JOBS, AND HEALTH

FACT SHEET



A project of this massive scale – amongst the largest in the world – will be constructed over multiple decades, with the first 
sections expected to take around a decade of construction. 

State, Commonwealth and private sector contributions, as well as value capture opportunities, will be required to fund the 
project. 

Business case development, design and community consultation will commence in 2019, with work on the first stage to 
be underway by the end of 2022. 

GETTING IT DONE
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Strong patronage in each direction throughout the day 
will ease the demand on all existing rail lines, while also 
attracting 150,000 new public transport trips by 2051, 
when it’s expected to be Melbourne’s busiest standalone 
rail line with 400,000 trips a day.

More people on public transport also means fewer cars 
on the roads. 

Around 200,000 car trips a day will be taken off of our 
major roads by 2051 – smashing congestion, and helping 
us meet the challenge of growth. 

Suburban Rail Loop is expected to create around 20,000 
jobs during construction – with up to 2,000 apprentices, 
trainees and cadets employed through Labor’s Major 
Projects Skills Guarantee. 

This massive investment in local precinct renewal, and 
connecting more people to jobs, education and health, 
will also provide a significant boost to the Victorian 
economy and create thousands of long-term jobs. 

CUTTING CONGESTION CREATING JOBS

 



WE’RE DELIVERING FOR ALL VICTORIANS 
The Andrews Labor Government is delivering on its promises by removing level crossings, and fixing roads 
and rail across Victoria. 

These projects are cutting congestion and letting us run more trains, more often today, while we plan for 
the massive new project our state needs for tomorrow. 

NOW

• We promised to remove 20 level crossings in our first term of government and we’ve smashed that    
commitment, with 26 already gone and 29 set to go by the end of 2018.

• The 21 remaining crossings will be gone by 2022, with contractual arrangements already in place for 
removals along the Frankston line and in Melbourne’s west and north west. 

• This year we completed the rail extension to Mernda and the Hurstbridge line upgrade. 
• We’ve delivered 18 brand new trains stations and 7 more will be completed by 2022.
• Before the year is out we’ll have completed the Swan Street Bridge Upgrade, the Chandler Highway 

Upgrade, the CityLink Tulla Widening, and added 30kms of new lanes to the Monash Freeway. 
• Next year we’ll finish up on the Hallam and Plenty Road upgrades, the Thompsons Road widening and 

the Yan Yean Road upgrade. 
• We’ve also started on the Drysdale Bypass, finishing in 2020.
• We’re rolling out our massive Suburban Roads Upgrade package, with works underway finishing 

across the state by 2023.

NEXT

• Planning is well underway on the Airport Rail Link with a preferred route selected and funding secured. 
• Second stage of the Hurstbridge Line Upgrade will get done by 2022.
• Cranbourne Line Duplication finishing in 2023. 
• Duplicate the track between Waurn Ponds and South Geelong by 2021.
• Detailed planning work is also underway on a further 11 level crossing removal sites.
• Regional Rail Revival is upgrading every regional passenger train line in Victoria, with projects to be 

progressively completed by 2022.
• The detailed planning work for the North East Link is happening right now so we can get on and finish 

it by 2027. 
• We’re progressing plans for the Mordialloc Freeway, too, which we’ll deliver by late 2021.
• We’ll get started on the major works for the second stage of the Monash Freeway upgrade in 2019, 

adding even more lanes. 
• Works are well underway on the West Gate Tunnel, which will be finished by 2022.
• We’re already building the Metro Tunnel and work is already a year ahead of schedule, due to be 

complete in 2025.

FOR THE FUTURE

The Andrews Labor Government will get on with the Suburban Rail Loop – the biggest transport project in 
Australian history that will connect our suburbs and our state. 

Business case development, design and community consultation will commence in 2019, with work on the 
first stage to be underway by the end of 2022. 
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