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Labor said that we would put equality back on the 
agenda.  And we have.

We created Australia’s first Equality portfolio and 
first Minister for Equality, and have provided record 
investment in lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, trans, and intersex 
(LGBTI) Victorians.

Labor appointed Australia’s first Gender and Sexuality 
Commissioner and created an LGBTI Taskforce to 
advise our government on LGBTI issues.

Adoption equality is now law in Victoria and we’ve 
expanded our health system so that trans and gender 
diverse Victorians and their families can get the timely 
support they need.

Premier Daniel Andrews has unequivocally declared that 
under his watch equality is not negotiable. He was first 
Premier to march at Pride, delivered the historic ‘State 
Apology to Those Convicted Under Unjust Laws Against 
Homosexual Acts’, and publicly had LGBTI Victorians’ 
backs during the divisive debate on marriage equality.

A re-elected Andrews Labor Government will continue 
the fight against the extremists in the Liberal and 
National parties who want to wind back all that’s been 
achieved for LGBTI Victorians.

MELBOURNE PRIDE 2021
A re-elected Labor Government will hold Melbourne 
Pride in 2021, a pride celebration street party befitting 
of Melbourne’s status as a world city and Victoria’s 
status as the Equality State.  London, New York, and 
Berlin all have world class pride celebration parties that 
embrace the contributions of LGBTI people while also 
contributing millions back to the economy in tourism 
and jobs.     

Melbourne Pride 2021 will take place on Smith Street 
and Gertrude Street in Fitzroy, involving the many pubs, 
bars and restaurants on these streets in an indoor-
outdoor, European-style street celebration.  It will mark 
40 years since the Victorian Parliament decriminalised 
homosexuality.

While there’s always more to do in the pursuit of 
equality, a re-elected Labor Government will cement our 
reputation as the Equality State by marking the journey 
that LGBTI Victorians have been on, with pride. 

This commitment builds on Labor’s support for the 
annual Midsumma Festival and the Pride March and the 
$15 million investment in Australia’s first Pride Centre, in 
St Kilda.

Labor’s Pride Festivals and Events Fund will also be 
given a $200,000 boost, specifically for regional pride 
events.
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LGBTI HOMELESSNESS 
A re-elected Labor Government will help vulnerable 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Gender Diverse 
and Intersex Victorians avoid a life on the streets by 
establishing Victoria’s first LGBTI Homelessness Grants 
Program. 

LGBTI people are more than twice as likely to 
experience homelessness.  Young LGBTI Victorians 
are disproportionately impacted, with many becoming 
disconnected from education and employment 
pathways.

Labor will invest $3 million to assist homelessness 
providers to ensure that young LGBTI people can 
access safe and inclusive services across the entire 
sector. The fund will also support programs that address 
the causes of homelessness for LGBTI people which 
can include discrimination and being kicked out of 
home.

LGBTI LAW REFORM
Labor has brought LGBTI issues to the decision-making 
table, creating the dedicated Cabinet role of Minister for 
Equality and a whole-of-government LGBTI ministerial 
advisory committee.  

This has resulted in major achievements in LGBTI law 
reform including adoption equality, a crackdown on 
so-called gay conversion therapy, and the official State 
Apology to Those Convicted Under Unjust Laws Against 
Homosexual Acts. A re-elected Labor Government will 
continue to fight discrimination in all its forms.

Labor is committed to retaining the roles of Minister for 
Equality and the Gender and Sexuality Commissioner if 
re-elected.  Labor will ensure that LGBTI voices remain 
at the decision-making table by also re-committing to 
the LGBTI Taskforce.

Labor remains committed to removing barriers for trans, 
gender diverse and intersex Victorians seeking new birth 
certificates that reflect their gender identity, a move that 
was previously blocked in parliament by the Liberals.

And we will not give up on modernising Victorian 
legislation that unfairly discriminates against LGBTI 
Victorians and will work closely with LGBTI stakeholders 
to deliver equality in our laws.

Commitments have been made by the Federal Labor 
Party to remove religious exceptions for LGBTI students 
as well as for teachers and staff.  The Andrews Labor 
Government welcomes these commitments and will 
await the progress of the Federal legislation and seek 
advice about the impacts on Victorian legislation.

If gaps remain in protections for LGBTI students, 
teachers or staff, a re-elected Labor Government will 
introduce amendments to the Equal Opportunity Act 
2010 to remedy this.
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HEALTH, WELLBEING AND FAMILY 
SUPPORT 
LGBTI Victorians and their families will get more support 
– including access to family counselling – under a  
re-elected Andrews Labor Government.

A re-elected Labor Government will provide a $2.5 
million boost to family counselling services for LGBTI 
Victorians and their loved ones.  

A gap identified by many in our LGBTI communities, 
the funding will go towards providing free or subsidised 
counselling services for families as they come to terms 
with their loved ones’ orientation or identity. 

LGBTI people have told us that while many families are 
relieved when their loved one comes out, others face a 
tougher time. 

By providing dedicated assistance to help families in 
understanding and supporting their LGBTI loved ones, 
this investment is devoted to keeping families together, 
and making sure LGBTI Victorians feel safe and valued. 

Recognising the heartbreakingly high rate of mental 
illness and suicide for LGBTI people, an additional 
$500,000 will go to increasing mental health support 
through existing services, including Switchboard.
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