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Labor understands that between work, after-school 
activities and family commitments, it can be hard to find 
the time to visit the dentist.  

A re-elected Andrews Labor Government will introduce 
a School Dental Program that will provide free annual 
oral health check-ups and the follow up care needed 
(for free) to all children attending government primary 
and secondary schools in Victoria. We will review the 
program at the end of 2021 with a view to expand the 
program to low-fee Catholic and independent schools. 
 
Each year students will also be provided with a free 
dental pack (consisting of a toothbrush, toothpaste and 
brochure) to promote ongoing oral health.

DENTAL VANS TO BRING CARE TO 
SCHOOL
As part of this program, oral health teams and their 
dental vans will visit all government schools each year 
to conduct dental check-ups of all students. 
Children who require follow-up treatment will be 
offered it free of charge in a school dental van. For the 
procedures that cannot be done in a school dental van – 
such as major dental surgery – students will be offered a 
referral to a public dental service where they can receive 
their treatment free-of-charge. 

SCHOOL DENTAL
SAVING PARENTS TIME AND MONEY
Private dental costs can range from $185 for a tooth 
extraction to $280 for a root canal up to $1,600 for a 
full crown.  These procedures will be free in Victoria for 
all public school children through our School Dental 
Program.  All treatments will be covered free-of-charge 
except cosmetic procedures, such as orthodontics. 

This would save the average family around $400 per-
year per-child in dental treatment and the inconvenience 
of having to take time off work to take your child to the 
dentist.

Parents will be required to sign a consent form for their 
child to participate in the program but will also be able 
to attend appointments if they so wish.  
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MORE DENTAL CARE FOR ALL 
VICTORIANS
This investment will slash wait times for other Victorians 
seeking public dental treatment as the 130,000 children 
who would otherwise be treated through the public 
dental scheme will now receive their care through the 
School Dental Program. 

Once up and running Labor’s commitment will result 
in 620,000 kids receiving free dental check-ups and 
treatment a year – meaning over a million Victorians will 
be seen by our public dental system each year by 2022. 
This will grow skilled jobs – requiring the recruitment of 
around 500 dentists, oral health therapists and dental 
assistants over the next four years.  

The Federal Liberal Government’s cut to public dental 
funding has meant we haven’t been able to employ 
the dentists and dental technicians required to meet 
demand.

Matthew Guy stood by while his Canberra mates 
cut public dental funding by 30 percent, creating the 
problem we have now.  

Oral disease is one of the most expensive diseases 
to treat - one of the most common but also the most 
preventable.  We have allocated $395.8 million over four 
years, with funding to be ongoing and demand driven. 
Only Labor will fix the Liberals’ mess. Only Labor will 
make sure your kids can afford a great, healthy smile.  

SCHOOL DENTAL


