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Aubree Oliverson plays Prokofiev and Kreisler 
By Richard Anderson 

Saturday’s closing event will not be Aubree Oliverson’s 
Teton County debut. 
 
“I’ve been there twice,” the violinist said from 
downtown LA, where her window at the Colburn 
Conservatory looks out at Frank Gehry’s Disney Hall.  
“The first was with a youth orchestra. The second time 
was for a family vacation.” 
 
On this trip the spotlight will be on her as she offers an 
eclectic program featuring a handful of her favorite 
composers. 
 
Oliverson grew up in Orem, Utah, and made her solo 
debut with the Utah Symphony at the age of 11. 
 
“They chose me to play a movement with the symphony 
from the [Dmitri] Kabalevsky Concerto,” she said. 
Rehearsing with the ensemble, “I was in heaven,” she 
said. “It was better than my birthday.” 

 
Then her teacher mentioned that some people actually do that sort of thing for a living. 
 
“I had never realized that,” she said. “I decided that if I could do anything that would be it. And 
I’ve never considered studying anything else.” 
 
Nine years, a long list of awards and recognitions, and scores of appearances with dozens of 
American orchestras and festivals later, Oliverson today finds herself a junior at Colburn 
Conservatory of Music, where she performs with a string quartet and serves as concertmaster 
for the school’s orchestra. 
 
“Everything I do here at Colburn is helping me achieve my final goal,” she said. “I’d like to be 
touring and traveling as a soloist as much as I can, playing the music I love.” 



Oliverson will play a little bit of that music Saturday with help from another young artist, pianist 
Jenny Wang. She’ll start with Handel’s Violin Sonata in D Major, “one of the most joyous pieces 
on Earth,” she said, followed by Prokofiev’s Violin Sonata No 1 in F minor, which she described 
as “dark and desperate and tragic … but also gorgeous and luscious at the same time.” She will 
perform the Prokofiev in public for the first time on Saturday. 
 
Olivier Messiaen’s “Theme et variations” is characteristically intense and spiritual. 
 
“I feel like I’m giving everything I have as a performer when I play this piece,” Oliverson said. 
“Pacing myself can be really hard — sometimes I’ll try to give everything up front, and that just 
doesn’t work with a full program. I’m learning to pace myself at the same time as giving 
everything I need to give, everything the music deserves.” 
 
Fritz Kreisler’s “Caprice Viennois” — “a nice breath of fresh air” — comes next, followed by 
Oliverson’s own arrangement of Chopin’s Etude No. 3 in E minor. Chopin wrote the gently 
virtuosic piece for piano, but Oliverson wanted to make the music herself. After working on her 
version with her teacher at Colburn and asking pretty much every pianist she meets for input, 
she said she thinks she had arrived at a final draft. 
 
“I mess around with composing,” said the musician who has been called a “composer of great 
promise” by the New York Arts Ensemble. With her father, brother and sister she performs as 
Moon Light, playing (and recording) many of her originals. 
 
Oliverson ends with a bang, Henryk Wieniawski’s joyful show piece, “Polonaise Brilliante.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Excerpted from a larger article, Winter Fest to start with Schubert’s songs 

https://www.jhnewsandguide.com/scene/music/article_226a1147-c968-55a4-8d72-79a647454025.html

