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FROM THE ECHTOR

SUZANNE RAMLIAK

"Orily connact. These two woreds form the resonent epigraph of EM Forster'’s 1910 novel
Haward's End set in rapidly changing Viclonan Lorsdon. This phrase also provices a fitting coda
1o the conterts of this issue of Metalsmith  Implicit in mary of these articles is an appeal for
connectedness and communakty.

The jewelny of cover artst Susie Ganch i roobed in & teeply unified worldviow and senss of §fes
intérconnectedness. Her open structures with flexble extensions are designed 1o corvey the
paraus interplay between the body and its suroundings. "W are just permeable matter  says
Ganch, and she accordingly Builds works that demanstrare the Nusdity of matenad experience

In her essay an biophilis snd jewelry, biology profiessor Maura Flarnery provades Testimany
feer o essential connection i the natural workd, This vital fnainet 1o bond with b S
finds repeated expressian in animak- and plant-based adornment through history, By stfediing
the thess bebapen jveelny and nature, Fannery hopes 1o swaken 1he innate bicgphilia inothers and
by Spur greater appeeciation and presenvation of the living emaranment,

A desine 1o connect #sa informs the work of Divid Hudng, whose luminous copper vessels
lure one into their glowing hallews and provide a calm respite ta recollect oneself

Reconnecting with the public maleates designer Banjamin Lignefs article an the unlapped
potential within muss-graduced arl jewnlry Lignel unfavels the biases that present
contemporary jrwalors from creating editions, which coudd infuse the marketplace with
wafidrous, yet affordable works, In the process, Lignel remines us that the greasest obstackes 1o

Frigkinig connections are oflen abstract concepts rathes than ary physical barner
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POSSESSED

THE BOARDMAN FAMILY COLLECTION OF CONTEMPORARY JEWELRY

by BOY LALRRLA

sorary jewelry. Fond of referming to hersolf as an " FOLLOW YOUR NOSE
R e o was WBeleS %) IE T WEAR IT LEND IT
ing new comverts within the museum communily. &nd EITHER 'T"ﬂu GET !T C"H- vDU DGNIT n

Lots Boardman o collecting

i Fine Aris, Houwston. Boardman now realized it was lime bo admit  trained o gather pertinest infarmation absaut crafts ram evers region inthis
te her “serious folly,® and start the daunting process of United Stabes. Dueing the one-year teym, Boardman ard Do were
Iacumenting her actumulations, cataleguing works that have been  frequently paired as roommuates. Hailing from Southern Califomis

ted trom the fheld, same Tor moare than 20 vears. in this effar Boardrmran Rad studied ceramics under Ralph Bacerra ai Chownasd At

idwice and example gf har menlofr Triend, and Iistiuie, deected peograms fod (e Pisedens At Mosewn, ond assumed

confidante, Helan Dyt i directorship of the Califiornia Destgn Exhibflon Senes ceplacis =
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"CONTEMPORARY JEWELRY COMMUNICATES
IT STARTS UP A DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE
WEARER AND THE MAKER." Lois Boardman

Boardman's eye. She has newdy acquined a goid brooch ey Grariana Vsetin
ared @ gold and sitver brooch by Stefane Marcheti, and irsends 1o collect af
k=2t ane piece from every artist connecied with the schaoal

Creor 25 years, Boardman has assembiled a sophesticated collaction of
exemplary pieces, representing a broad base of key American and
mlernasional preseders, with 3 concantration of works from a select group of
artrts whom Boardman collects in depth. To date, the atists s Bosrdman’s
coliecion wha ang fepresenied by mane than free pleces include!  Peter
Chang, Breon O'Casey, and Wendy Ramshaw [Baitish); Shanan Chusch
Heten Shark, ang Mancy Worden (Amancan) and Georg Dotier Michae
Beckosr and Karl Fritsch {German), Taul, persanal, and vital, this collection
speaks about the jewelers of ouwr times the seasch for an expressve
languiage that reflects both indnsdwal bhowledge and whiverss expediente
the cuftural mosements and chanping petpetst; and the arc of technology

and advances in malerias and prooesaes, In essenoe, These wiorks are 8



currency of our cenlesnparary culluse, and offer the potential to increass
awarengss and understanding af the oreatvve development of indoidual
jrwelers. a5 well a5 the evalving history of the studio jewelry movement as
it tranditiond from adolescencs o mansity

From a curaborial pes of view, the Boardman Family Collection has
the: haflmarks of a considerable public collaction: the renge and doversity of
the objects confirm longferm commitment and expansive reach, the

thowghtful accomulation of works over time, often representing sarky,

micldle, and Late pevicds of an antists cewvre, provides depthr and the

dratege incluson of works that cormespond tothe defining mements of an
epoch, render ihes collection ol coniempornary wariss acsthetically scund,
histancally sgnificant. and worthy of attentian

Boargman is readhy 1o fing the door wade and
g the Boardman Family Collection from its private domsn imto the

I thy inbgrest af hist

pubhc anena. A5 a dedicited collector Boardman defights in caning Tor and

priserying these abjects, and lerding them 1o impartant exhibtions, And

moak rn|:-|:|rtl|."|l!' , by -ﬂ.lr|I1|_I. 1o wEar pecEs [roen her collechon &t &y

oCasion, Boardman his belped 10 rame awareness and appreciation of
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