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Series Explanation: A Real Christmas

A parent says, “I want to give my kids a real Christmas.” What do you
think that parent means? Perhaps they are thinking of a trimming a freshly
cut tree or finding the perfect presents or spending the holidays with
extended family. Perhaps they are thinking about all those things. “Then it
will be a real Christmas!”

Certainly, all those are wonderful things. However, none of them are
what makes Christmas real. The sad truth is Christmas is the most beloved
holiday of so many, yet so few know what Christmas is really about. If you
want a real Christmas, then you need to observe Advent. Advent is Latin
for “coming.” In the season of Advent, Christians observe the connection
between the first time the Son of God came into our world as the Savior
and the second time he will come as the Judge. Advent prepares our minds
and hearts, so that we might soon celebrate a real Christmas.
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Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607-1662; (sts. 1-3): tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-1874, alt.; (st. 4): tr. unknown, alt.
Tune: New Catechismus Gesangbiichlein, Hamburg, 1598, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Announcements

12/15 - Ministry Leadership Team / Women of Faith Meetings
12/18 - Evening Advent Service - 7:00 pm (Supper at 6:00 pm)

12/24 — Christmas Eve Service — 7:00 pm
12/25 — Christmas Day Service - 10:00 am

WELCOME!

Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. Our service is centered on our

Beautiful Savior, Jesus Christ, who lived, died, and rose from the dead so that we have
eternal life in him. God reveals this soul-saving message in the Holy Scriptures. This
morning we gather to find strength through God’s powerful and holy Word. Please let us
know how we can best serve you and your family!

RESTROOMS Located through the double doors at the end of the sanctuary.

CHILDREN We value having children in worship. Coloring supplies are on the
round table behind the last row of chairs. If you or your children need
a moment, please feel free to make use of our Fellowship Hall at the
north end of the sanctuary. Sounds of the service can be heard through
speakers in that room.

MATERIALS The entire service is printed in this worship folder.

OUR THEME FOR TODAY

A Real Christmas Results in Great Joy

WORSHIP NOTES: 3" Sunday in Advent

Multiple studies have proven that the holiday season exacerbates mental health issues.
For some, the pressure to have “a perfect Christmas” can be overwhelming. For others,
their loneliness is amplified. Such people need a real Christmas, one that results in great
joy. But joy is not the same thing as happiness. It is infinitely better. Happiness is an
emotion. Joyfulness is a condition. Happiness comes from your circumstances. Joyfulness
comes from Christ assuring you of his abiding love and your glorious future. Therefore,
happiness—“holiday cheer’—is fleeting. Joyfulness is enduring.

The historic Christian Church gave Latin titles to each Sunday. They titled the Third
Sunday in Advent “Gaudete,” which means “Rejoice!” As we reach the midway point of
Advent, we ask Christ to empower us to do just that.
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Stand Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe

and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we
may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in
death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our
confusion, and demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our
confidence in your promises and our desire to live according to your will.
Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace.

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from
scoffers who sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world
from all forms of hate and persecution.

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy.

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for
future days. Help them distinguish between what is passing and what is
eternal, between instant thrills and lasting joy. Encourage more young people
to prepare for service in the public ministry of the gospel.

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain
and all who are afflicted by disease or facing death. [Especially bless . . . ] Pour
out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the mourners who miss
someone they loved.

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us.
Give us patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In
your love and wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with
you forever.

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 188

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son,
Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.
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praise, letus pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the
globe on which we live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at
your right hand in glory.

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence.
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Text: tr. composite; Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676, D. M. Luther's ... Geistliche Lieder, Berlin, 1653, abr.
Tune: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain
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Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 717803
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Gospel Luke 3:7-18

7John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8Produce fruit in
keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our father.” For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up
children for Abraham. °The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree
that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”

1°“What should we do then?” the crowd asked.

Yohn answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who
has none, and anyone who has food should do the same.”

2Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what
should we do?”

B“Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them.

4Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?”

He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content
with your pay.”

5The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts
if John might possibly be the Messiah. *John answered them all, “I baptize you
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. “His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to
gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with
unquenchable fire.” 8And with many other words John exhorted the people
and proclaimed the good news to them.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated



Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth; Martin Luther
Tune: Martin Luther
Text and tune: Public domain

Second Reading Philippians 4:4-7

4Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5SLet your gentleness
be evident to all. The Lord is near. °Do not be anxious about anything, but in
every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God. 7And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your
mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts, and fill us with your
light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Be seated
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