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  When a father puts gifts under the Christmas tree, it is not to compensate 
his children for doing their chores. That would make whatever is inside 
that wrapping paper a wage, not a gift. A gift is given voluntarily simply so 
the giver can show favor to the one receiving the gift, without any 
expectation of repayment. In the season of Christmas, we receive the gift of 
God. That does not simply mean we receive the gifts God gives. When we 
look into the manger, we see that God is the gift.  

  In the person of Jesus, God gave us himself. And because our God became 
true man and did everything necessary for our salvation, he is able to give 
us so many other Christmas gifts: forgiveness, hope, peace, a place in his 
family, eternal life in paradise. “That is too much!” you object. “I don’t 
deserve any of it!” True enough. However, none of these things are wages. 
We could not and need not earn them. Because they are gifts, given by our 
gracious God to show us his favor.  

In the season of Christmas, our worship follows this pattern. 
Christmas Eve  God Gives Heaven’s Best Gift in Earth’s Unlikeliest Place 
Christmas Day  God Gives Himself as One of Us 
First Sunday after Christmas  God Gives Both Substitute and Sacrifice 
Epiphany of Our Lord  The Gift of God Is for All People  

2038 NE Aloclek Drive, Suite 202, Hillsboro, OR 97124 

Pastor Scott Mews 

(503) 793-4328 
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On Christmas Eve the angel told the shepherds, “I bring you good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people” (Luke 2:10). One wonders if those words struck those Jewish 
shepherds as odd. For centuries, God had given special attention to one nation—Israel. 
There were Jewish religious leaders who taught that only members of that special people 
would be saved. Not according to the Christmas angel! The birth of the Savior was good 
news for all people.  

Today we celebrate the Festival of the Epiphany. Epiphany comes from a Greek word 
meaning “reveal.” When the Savior was born, he was first revealed to Israelites: the 
shepherds, Simeon, Anna. But today, we see the Lord miraculously guides foreigners 
across countless miles so the Savior could be revealed to them as well. How did the magi 
respond? “They were overjoyed” (Matthew 2:10). The Festival of Epiphany is sometimes 
known as “The Gentiles’ Christmas.” We Gentiles (non-Jews) rejoice in the good news that 
this Jewish baby is not just a gift for the Jews. He is a gift for all people—the Savior of the 
world. 

Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  Our service is centered on our 

Beautiful Savior, Jesus Christ, who lived, died, and rose from the dead so that we have 
eternal life in him.  God reveals this soul-saving message in the Holy Scriptures.  This 
morning we gather to find strength through God’s powerful and holy Word.  Please let us 
know how we can best serve you and your family! 

RESTROOMS Located through the double doors at the end of the sanctuary. 

CHILDREN We value having children in worship.  Coloring supplies are on the 
round table behind the last row of chairs.  If you or your children need 
a moment, please feel free to make use of our Fellowship Hall at the 
north end of the sanctuary.  Sounds of the service can be heard through 
speakers in that room. 

MATERIALS The entire service is printed in this worship folder.  

  

 

MATERIALS The entire service is printed in this worship folder.  

WELCOME! 

OUR THEME FOR TODAY 

THE GIFT OF GOD IS FOR ALL PEOPLE 

 



4 

 

646 See This Wonder in the Making CW 646 

 

 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 
Tune: Lofsånger och andeliga wisor, Sweden, 1873 
Text: ©  1984 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 717803 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Remain seated 

 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession 

Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 

age.” 
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All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. From our 

parents we inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true 

faith in God and are condemned to eternal death. But while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us. He took away our sin by giving his life on the 

cross. In Baptism, he clothes us with the robe of his righteousness and 

gives us a new life. We recall what Baptism means for our daily lives: 

  

Baptism means that the sinful nature in us  

    should be drowned by daily sorrow and repentance,  

    and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death.  

It also means that a new person should daily arise  

    to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 

  

As baptized children of God, we confess our sins: 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

God saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy 

Spirit and united us to the death and resurrection of Jesus. Every day God 

forgives your sins, removes your guilt, and strengthens you to defeat 

Satan’s power. His promise is for you and your children, and he will never 

forsake you. Your sins are forgiven. You are clothed with Christ. You are at 

peace with God now and forever. 

Amen. 
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The Rite of Baptism continues at the font. 

Sacrament of Baptism 

For the baptism of children 

 

The Gospel according to St. Mark: 

  

People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on 

them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was 

indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not 

hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell 

you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will 

never enter it.” And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on 

them and blessed them. 

 

[Name], I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

  

Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart T to mark you as one 

redeemed by Christ the crucified. 

  

The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has given you the 

new birth of water and the Spirit and has forgiven all your sins. May he 

strengthen you with his grace all the days of your life. Peace be with you. 

 

Let us pray. 

  

We give thanks, most merciful Father, that you have received [name(s)] as 

your own child and made him a member of Christ’s body, the church. Now, 

we pray, grant to him and to all your church on earth that, being dead to 

sin, we may live to righteousness and, being buried with Christ into his 

death, we may also share in his resurrection, so that, with all your saints, 

we may inherit eternal life; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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The service continues with a song of praise. 
 

341 Away in a Manger CW 341 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): The Myrtle, Boston, 1884; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, Louisville, 1892, alt. 
Tune: William J. Kirkpatrick, 1838–1921 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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72A Lord, Every Nation on Earth Will Adore You Psalm 72A 

 

 
  

Endow the king with your justice, / O God, 

    the royal son with your / righteousness. 

        May he endure as long / as the sun, 

            as long as the moon, through all gener- / ations. 
  

May he be like rain falling on a / mown field, 

    like showers water- / ing the earth. 

        In his days may the righteous / flourish 

            and prosperity abound till the moon / is no more.   Refrain 
  

May all kings bow / down to him 

    and all nations / serve him. 

        Long may he live! May gold from Sheba be / given him. 

            May the kings of Sheba and Seba pre- / sent him gifts. 
  

May people ever / pray for him 

    and bless him / all day long. 

        Then all nations will be / blessed through him, 

            and they will / call him blessed. 

  

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

        as it was in the be- / ginning, 

            is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
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Tune: Stephen Pishner 
Setting: Stephen Pishner 
Text: ©  1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 717803 
Music: ©  2013 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 717803 

 

First Reading 1 Kings 10:1–9 

 1When the queen of Sheba heard about the fame of Solomon and his 

relationship to the LORD, she came to test Solomon with hard questions. 
2Arriving at Jerusalem with a very great caravan—with camels carrying 

spices, large quantities of gold, and precious stones—she came to Solomon 

and talked with him about all that she had on her mind. 3Solomon 

answered all her questions; nothing was too hard for the king to explain to 

her. 4When the queen of Sheba saw all the wisdom of Solomon and the 

palace he had built, 5the food on his table, the seating of his officials, the 

attending servants in their robes, his cupbearers, and the burnt offerings he 

made at the temple of the LORD, she was overwhelmed. 

 6She said to the king, “The report I heard in my own country about your 

achievements and your wisdom is true. 7But I did not believe these things 

until I came and saw with my own eyes. Indeed, not even half was told me; 

in wisdom and wealth you have far exceeded the report I heard. 8How 

happy your people must be! How happy your officials, who continually 

stand before you and hear your wisdom! 9Praise be to the LORD your God, 

who has delighted in you and placed you on the throne of Israel. Because of 

the LORD’s eternal love for Israel, he has made you king to maintain justice 

and righteousness.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading Acts 13:46–49 

 46Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the 

word of God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves 

worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. 47For this is what the 

Lord has commanded us: 

“ ‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, 

 that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’” 

 48When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of 

the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed. 

 49The word of the Lord spread through the whole region. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gospel Matthew 2:1–12 

 1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 

Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the 

one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and 

have come to worship him.” 

 3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with 

him. 4When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and 

teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5“In 

Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 

6“ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 



11 

 

for out of you will come a ruler 

 who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 7Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact 

time the star had appeared. 8He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and 

search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that 

I too may go and worship him.” 

 9After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they 

had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place 

where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11On 

coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they 

bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and 

presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12And having 

been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their 

country by another route. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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334 I Stand beside Your Manger Here CW 334 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963; Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, abr. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, Wittenberg, 1535, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text: ©  2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 717803 
Tune: Public domain 
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Sermon 

 

We Praise You, O God CW 210 
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The offering may follow. 
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 213 

 

 
 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Lord God, by the leading of a star, you once made known to the nations your 

one and only Son. Guide us, also, who know him now by faith to come at last 

to the perfect joy of your heavenly glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 
The following prayer is said: 

 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought 

us safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that 

this day we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger. And in all we 

do, direct us to what is right in your sight; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 

Lord. 

Amen. 
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370 How Lovely Shines the Morning Star CW 370 
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Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608, abr., adapt 
Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Let us praise the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Amen. 
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380 Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun CW 380 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, abr., alt. 
Tune:  attr. John C. Hatton, 1710–1793 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Announcements  

1/5 – Chili Cook Off / Undecorate / Gift Exchange Party 
1/19 – MLT/WOF Meetings  
1/26 – Worship Planning Meeting 
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Beautiful Savior is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 

Follow our Facebook page for: 

facebook.com/beautifulsaviorlutheranhillsboro 

 

You can also find us on Rumble.com   

Search for Beautiful Savior Lutheran Hillsboro 

 

https://wels.net/
https://www.facebook.com/beautifulsaviorlutheranhillsboro/

