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Give young people a voice on the head
of state

Nelson Mandela once said. “The youth of today are the leaders of tomorrow”. These words hold
a lesson for contemporary leaders. Today’s youth are the future of our nation. Every action
taken by today’s leaders will affect our youth in the years to come.

As one of the thousands of the youth of today, I’d like to bring forth a dilemma. Why is it that
as a 21st century nation, Australian youth are not given the right to have a say on our head of
state? Among the many wrongs done to all Australians by the current arrangements, why is it
considered acceptable to deprive the nation's future of its voice. For, essentially, that is what we
are, the youth of Australia are inevitably its future.

This generation and those of the past haven’t taken us into account and it’s insulting.

Let me pose a question: how many times, in your adolescence, were you angered or distressed
about a decision made by those older than you, a decision that changed your life or the way you
live? How many times did you wish you were the one that could have made that decision,
because you knew you’d make one that you would be content living with. Well, that’s how we
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feel, the current generation of adults are making decisions about our future without consulting
us first.

While they may be making decisions in what they believe is our best interest, their experience
of being an adolescent is far outdated. Our concerns and our problems may not even be taken
into account by the leaders of today, unless we point them out.

Present-day youth have good ideas and disparate views. Both of which should be heard 
by the wider public. Many youth organisations around Australia are attempting to link bright
young 
minds together and ensure they have a say.

Recently, I attended the Victorian Youth Summit and engaged with a variety of Australian
youth. I conversed with people my age who were bursting with many ideas to improve our
nation. They were creative and unprejudiced. It made me realise just how aware my generation
is of social and racial justice issues and political concerns. I realised these perceptive,
intellectual young men and women deserve to have the right to be involved in paramount
political matters.

Australian adolescents have the maturity and learning to be able to contribute to decisions that
will affect our future. We should be able to speak for and represent ourselves instead of having
adults do so.

While it is an injustice for all Australian citizens to be denied a say on the head of state, it is a
far greater injustice for Australian youth. A platform should be created that allows them to have
their voices heard. The youth of today are the leaders of tomorrow. The leaders of tomorrow
should have a say on the leaders of today.
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