


My Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

s | think about Thanksgiving and what | am thankful for, the unavoidablg
backdrop to this thinking is how much wg havg all gong through over the
past sgvgn months. ®0 much of preg-pandgmic lifg has bgegn put on theg
shelf. Neverthelgss, the uncgrtainty and nged to do things differegntly
during this time arg the ngw context for thankfulngss.

Unegrtainty in work lifg, charch lifg, and homge lifg has inergased our
degpgndegneeg on thg ong Person who dogs not changg. Through the
challgnges we all facg we ook to God. We have in Christ an anchor amidst
the swells of life. Wg have bggn saved, arg saved, arg bging saved, and
will bg saved to the uttermost by theg Saviour. We have theg assurance that
our past, our pregsent status, our ongoing growth, and our futurg arg all
completely in his hands. This is a reason for thankfulngss and great joy
always.

The need to do things differently, gven though sometimes tough, is also
a reason for thankfulngss. This is gspecially becausg we beligve that it is
the sovergign God who Igads us. God has not legft us on our own. g has
givegn us his opirit. [ haveg Igarngd to reglatg to peopleg in ngw ways and
grown in intgntionality in rgecgnt months. The Igssons Igarngd arg not just
for today but will bg usgful in the coming dagys. | have also lgarngd big
lgssons about not taking things for granted. | now give attegntion to theg
things that rgally count, wherg | had not bgfore. I'm thankful for theg
ngcgssaryg growth thg pandgmic has prompted in all of us.

Jour accounts of thankfulngss takg on so muech morg significancg in
these trging times. Thank gou for sharing. lsgt us Regp gncouraging ong
another by sharing how God has bgegn good to us. “Praisg God from
whom all blgssing flow; Praisg him all creaturgs herg below; Praisg him
abovg yg heavenly host! Praisg Tather, Son, and Holy Ghost!”

Yours in Christ, b el
Richard (€SC Pastor) T mduiix Los ;
—— Sh S




Puring the pandegmic [ haveg beegn afforded morg
time to pray. | havg noticegd God's faithfulngss
through answered praggrs numgrous times
during the past six months. | am not surg whether
God answeregd as mang pragers daring the other
timegs of my lifg bat it has only bgegn during the
quigingss of the pandemic that I have recognized
how much tig answegrs my pragers. For this [ am
thankful for tig shows me Himsglf timeg and time
again with his faithfulngss.

Apart from being ¢rateful for my family (and pets) and friends, I
am uniquely thankful for the birds that sing cheerfully outside my
window every morning,

[ am thankful for having a homg and family that [ could spegnd
morg timg with during theg past gear! dlso...very thankful for
our backyard.

| am very thankful for the genuine,
honest relationships that (God has
helpecl me establish and strengthen
over the years with fellow believers

and my family. [~ ven despite the
current globa] health situation, [ e
continues to uplift me through the
support and care that | receive from

CVC!"gOﬂC around me.

I amv thankful I howe ov job-



I'm thankful for bcing able to be
reminded of (God's presence and
Hessings during the simPle moments
of life. \With the different
circumstances this CSEDS l’ve been
able to sPcnd more time on tasks like

cooking and immersing mgsehc in

(God's beautiful creation <.
during nature walks and bike rides. l‘ :

The Chinese characters of crisis include donger and opportunity.
Despite the danger and threat of COVID-19 to our physical, mental
and emotional well-beings, thank God that He remains sovereign
over all. We are ¢rateful to leaders on nationsl and provincial levels
to act quickly and prudently to care for the sofety and well-being of
everyohe. We don't take for éranted our health, our job, our family
and our church community. We gre grateful for the unity and love
demonstrated in times of isolation to reach out and care for those
in need. We are grateful that our virtual time spent with loved ones
afar is intentional and meamingful. We are grateful to experience 2
deeper level of love from God and others in turbulent times.

['m thankful for the weather this year. Mang
mild or sunny c!ags allowed us to have safe
gatherings outdoors. Mango is thankful he is
not a turkeg.




I'mv thankful for God providing me o good job-this past summer
that I coww still worvk at now. I love the exwironment and the
lessons learned while working. It was an anvswer to-prayer to-be
irwolved, ivv people’'s lives as welll asy earning enough money to-
beginv my new study this year. The Lovd iy good and faithful to-
fUlfAl his purposes for me.

[ am thankful that God is sovergign over
all things, and that in tlis timg, tie
continugs to makg all things in my lifg
beaatiful and work toggther for good. s
well, in a world full of fear and uncertainty
- gspecially during this pandegmic, | am
thankful that wg who arg in Christ have an
gverlasting hope that givgs us couragge to
facg the challgnges of this life without fear
and allows our hearts to beg rulgd with a
peacg that transcegnds all garthly
undgrstanding. Mlay the ospel hopg shing
brightly in all our livgs so that thosg still
in darkngss around us may be ¢gnlightegned
and sggk the only trug salvation and hopg
in Christ Jesus our lsord!

['m thankful to (God for the re!ationships

around me that were built at NYC DB,
and kept alive thru the during the

quarantine Phase. We recognized that we
wouldn’t be able to Phgsica”g be together,

but found other NELE to stag connected)
encourage, pray and have fun togcther :)



I'm thankfual for the

are and mnocent I am
i : @ thankful
hegrts of children e
which reminds us of family is
healthy.

the simple things we
should appreciate.

[ am very thankful for God’s faithfulngss to his servant. lsast year | had
somg of the most challgnging timg in my lifg, and I sought HIS face with
all my heart. To regspond to the situation, | asked GOP’s guidance,
protegetion and stregngth by beligving his words such as “sggk, you will
find,” (Matthew 7:7) and “l am thg rgsurrection and lifg” (John 11:25). In the
midst of this trging time, | held up to HIS promise, and his promise indged
prgserved my life. Reeently, [ regfrgshed my reading of the four gospels; |
immediately felt the power and spirit coming through those life changing
messages. (Is a regsult, my relationship with HIF was degpegned much.
Today, GOP brought me to a spacious placg where I have discovered IS
gracg, unsgarchablg wisdom and thg unfailing love which [ could not
grasp and undgrstand at the timg. GOP is our good Shepherd.

In the spirit of Thanksgiving, | want to usg a few verses from Psalm 118 to
praisg HIM for his rich provision to HIs children:

“I give thanks to the lord, for he is good; and his
loveg gndurgs forgver” (Psalm 118:1);

“Shouts of joy and victory, rgsound in the tents of
the righteous; The lord’s right hand had dong
mighty things” (Psalm 118:15);

“This is the gateg of the lsord, through which the
rightgous may enter. [ will giveg you thanks, for

gou answgregd mg, you haveg bgecomeg my salvation
(Psalm 118:20-21)".




l’m thankful for a heavenlg father who delivers, Protects, rescues,
and satisfies!
“Because he holds fast to me in love, | will deliver him;
] will protect him) because he knows my name.
When he calls to me, | will answer him;
| will be with him in trouble;
] will rescue him and honor him.
With long life | will satis{y him
and show him my salvation.”

Psalm 91:14-16

We arg ineredibly grateful that God allowed us to
get marrigd during a pandgmic; that we werg ablg
to have a wedding begyond thg 5/10 pgrson limit.
We arg grateful that we can go back to Chureh
and sge brothers and sisters. Though weg can’t
sing at theg pregsent timg, we long for theg day when we can sing aloud
and partake in the lord's Supper as a family. We have beegn so
blgssed by God through the people He has placed in our lives. From
thg jobs wg work in to family and frignds we can hangout with
(socially distanced), We arg ineredibly grategful to bg surrounded by
peoplg who love and carg for us. Though the
lockdown has not bgen ¢asy, it has begn
mauch morg bearablg beging ablg to walk
‘hand-in-hand’ with our family in Christ
through ZO0M megtings and in-person
megetings at Church. In light of all the

chaos and uncgrtainty that gogs on in

the world, we arg gratgful for the grace,
merey, and peacg that can only bg found

in Christ.




['m thankful for God's continuous strgam of merey and grace.
Reegntly, after finishing grad school, | felt pretty lost. [ was frustrated
that [ wasn't making the Rind of impact | wanted to make on the world

(changing millions of livegs). | erigd out to God to givg me dirgetion and

regcgived nothing but silgneg. Slowly, howgver, [ realized three things:

. My biggegst fear is to wastg my lifg. But thgn, my thoughts slowly
tarned. [ am a child of God. €ven if | don't accomplish angthing ¢lse
in my life that is remotely meaningful to socigty, | am still loved by
Him. [ don't havg to prove to tlim that my lifg has valug through my
good works. My lifg has valug bgcause | am His child. The only thing
worth doing in lifg is glorifying tim.

2. This in turn also changed my attitude. | was constantly frustrated
and dissatisfigd bgcause I'm not where [ want to bg in my vocational
path. | was constantly thinking about what I did wrong and what |
can do to improve. s a result, | didn't oftgn reflect on the positives.
[ didn't oftgn think of all the blgssings God has givgn me in
abundancg!

3. I realized that If I continugd down this path of focusing on the
nggativegs, | would NEVER be satisfied. No matter how mueh |
accomplish in lifg, [ will alwaygs want morg, and | would ngver haveg
the peace, joy, contgntment, and gratitude | cught to havg in Christ.

90, | am Igarning to bg thankful. I will admit, I'm still not as thankful as

[ ought to bg, but I'm acknowledging theg problgm and Igarning to count

the abundant blgssings (therg arg mang!) that God has given me, and

I'm thankful that God is so patignt and mereiful though | so often

rgmain stubborn.



Thanksgiving poem - I” xodus 34:5-9
Fortender comPassion as mother with child,
Forgracious acceptance of sinners reconciled,
For slowness to anger in spite of our wrongs,

For boundless kindness, love that is strong,

Fora firm Foundation, on You we clepenc{,

For Your evcrlasting gooc]ncss to generations without end)
or bcaring Yourself, the Punishment due
Of Pervcrsitg, waywarclness, and rebellion against You.
Yet uncomPromisingjustice, You will repay
The unrepentant guiltg must give account on that clag.

Thark Youl ORD forwho You are, Perf:ect n goodness and glorg.
Higher than heaven, You draw near, and take us into Your story.

[ am thankful that God pullgd mg back and reg-intggrated me back into
this church after struggling with the decision to Igave. Chareh familigs
arg ngver perfect, but tg gives gnough gracg and healing so wg know
He puts us at egrtain placgs in lifg for His

Y plans. Hlso thankful for nature in the
midst oftheg pandgmic, when you neged
something real to look at instead of
anothgr virtual platform.

We are thankful for people who have
checked up on us during the pandemic
and have encouraged us in our walk
with God. We 9re also thankful we are
all healthy.




@ive thanks with a grateful heart

@Qive thanks to thg holy ong

@Qive thanks becausg he's given Jgsus Christ, his son
In the absegncg of knowing any lullabigs, this hymn is ong of the :
s¢leet few I sing to lull my toddler to slgep. In hopes that he will ”%m L K?‘
develop a saving understanding and grateful heart to the tHoly —
Ong who loved and gave (Jn 3:16), | sing. But | also recognize it is
morg so for mg to bg ministered to and be reminded of Jesus' meggkngss and hamility, and
to give thanks.
Wlthough wg arg to give thanks always (€ph 5:20 amongst many othgr verses), in this
sgason of Thanksgiving, the l.ord impregssed upon my heart these particular itgms.
[ give thanks for His love Regps no records of wrong... (7 Cor 75:7). 1 am so grateful for this
and bgligvg marrigd couplegs (and othgr relationships too) need to Igarn and continug to
Igarn and be reminded of this beautiful attributeg of God. Somgething happened, and at that
momgent, it was such an offensg to me [ was utterly gnraged at my husband. In the aftgrmath,
[ only recall having bgen gnraged but have completely forgotten the cause of it. (Both of
us cannot rgmember). ThanKkful that not only the lsord instructs us to kegep no reecords of
wrong buat his lovg givegs us the gospgl provision to actually livg that out. Our marriagg is
saved... oneg again (lol).
| give thanks for tlis word gives the greatest pleasure... sweeter also than honey, and
drippings of the honegcomb. (Ps 19:10b) His word reveals tlis loving Rindngss and tlis
trustworthingss. We had somg last hurdlgs in waiting for immigration papgrs to come in. It
did not comg within the "gxpected” time frame due to COVID related delags and somge of
our pgers werg anxious to makg calls and writg to the authoritigs for gscalation. Weg were
also anxious bat held fast to the promise of God guarding our anxious hearts and madg a
firm dgcision not to maKkg any calls or write any gmails. The ngxt day, the papegrwork came
through! Oh, theg sheer delight and plgasureg of gxperigncing this reward from the lsord for
trusting in His word. God is good!
[ give thanks for tlis word is the greatest treasure... Alore fo be desired are they than gold,
even mach fine gold. (Ps 19:/0a)] am thankful to beg surrounded by a great cloud of
witngsses, in both past and currgnt saints who all hold to this great gospel treasurg. To
our brothegrs and sisters at NUCBC, though jars of clag/brokegn vessels of their own Rind,
hold this precious gospel treasurg as they serve and pray in the trivial and mundang to
the fearful and uncertain tasks.
| give thanks for tlis word tells us to take heed... Aloreover, by them is gour servant
warned, in Keeping them there is great reward. (Ps [9:17) 1 think of "the night cometh" (Jn
9:4) and that has bgegn a grgat gncouraggment for meg to do/enjoy/chgrish/labour in the
things | am callegd to whilg it is still day for His Ringdom. Just likg how | am callgd to raisg
ap my child accordingly and lovingly whilg the lsord still gntrusts him to me. [ am thankful
that the lsord is not only allowing mg to sgg therg is great reward in waiting beforeg tim in
obedigneg, but to sge the obedigneg to God's word itself is also the reward.
Il this and much morg | give thanks to God bgcausg He first loved us (1 Jn 4:19) and has
given Jgsus Christ, tis son.




This past year has been 2 dorker
seasoh that made each time God
show himself, in smoll or big ways,
appear much more brilliantly.
Thankfual for the way [ am able to
apprecigte God's presence and
luminescence more clearly.
Thankful for the constant

reminders that our God is much I'm thankful for waking
bigger than we can imagine, and up each day and for
much more in control that we can every breath that | get
fathom! to take.

[ am thanKful for thg Gidgon/Gilgad lgaders. ¥ huge shout out to them
because of all their hard work in planning, adapting, and running theg
programs during COVI®, and not to mention theg commitment they have
for thg youth in theg echureh!
[ am thankful to finally bg back at church worshipping in pegrson, and that
our sanctuary is big gnough to accommodate gvergyong safely. I am
thankful for Pastor Richard’s faithful preaching and gnecouraggment to
us during this timeg. {Ind last but not Igast, thank you our amazing {1V
Team who haveg beggn working hard behind the segngs gvery week!
[ am thankful for Hannah lbam!!ll This girl givgs so much of herself to her
work, and then comgs home and degdicates her gvgnings to thg chureh in
various capacitigs. duch a sgrvant
2y heart. Wg arg so appreciative for all

L that sheg dogs for us gspecially
’ ?ﬁ"’ during thegse past monthsl!
' [ am thankful for Michellg Chia and

Matt lsuong (and gvegryong ¢lsg) who
have bggn faithfully lgading prager
‘.’>f —
f- :: »'..&;1'\" o meetings gvery Saturdag!



This year, we haveg COVI®P-19 pandegmic. We cannot 8o for a movig, we
cannot ding at a regstaurant, wg cannot hug or shakg hands with ¢ach
othgr, wg social distance from gach othgr whergver we go. | have ngver
gxperignegd moments like this beforg where [ stag homge for most of the
time. | realize how much we took for granted and overlooked thg
blgssings we all have. | sge how fearful and wegak we arg as human
beings. | am thankful that God has given me the calmngss and timg to
reflget on myself during this lockdown.

This ygar, | became a wife. | quit my job to 8o back to school. When |
madg the deeision to 8o back to school, | could ngver imaging how |
would bg ablg to managg work, school, and pregparing for marrigd lifg
all at thg samg timg. | wasn't surg if [ madg the right decision of going
for narsing, givgn theg pandgmic situation. [ wasn't surg if [ would bg fing
going to placgment for dirget-patignt carg. Just two wegegRs beforeg school
started, | was very sick and nggded to stay at thg hospital for a small
surgery. | was worrigd for all thgsg conegrns, bat at thg same timg, |
was not so worrigd. | knew all is in God’s hands and | had peace deegp
down in my heart. God blgssed me with the gxperignee by allowing me
to feel and sgeg how it is likg to bg at healthearg placegs such as
hospitals during a pandgmic. tig took away my worrigs and gave mg
theg confidgneg about my decision to go into thg nursing profegssion. |
am thankful that [ got to takg a bregak from work becausg of the surgery
and had morg timg to prepare for school and my wedding.

COVI®P didn't disturb much for our wedding planning. | am thankful that
wg got to plan for it in a simplg wagy, just likg how wg wanted it to be.
God truly kKnows about my fears and my ngeds. He gave me strength
and pgacg throughout this journgy. |
am thankful that it has bgegn a smooth
grperigncg after all. It dogsn't

matter if the problgms arg small or
big and if thg consgquegnces sggm
impossiblg to bear. Our God is the
only soureg for sgearity and peace.
He is a loving and powerful God.
Praisg tlis glorious namg forgver!




I'm thankful for people who care and

love me, and that God helped me see

his sovereignty and love in the midst

of a pandemic.

“And we know that in all things God

works for the good of those who love

him, who have been called according
to his purpose.” Romans 8:28 [NIV]

['m thankful that God presents challgnggs
and opportunitigs whilg still bging a God
of perfect and plgntiful provision.

I'm thonkfal that our

There are mang things for us to be extended family is healthy
thankful for. We ngver could have

anticipated that we would be in a and that my parents got

pandegmic situation and full loeck down to visit Toronto for 2
carligr this year. While there have long, period right before
been some challenges and everything hit with Hong

inconvenignegs, we arg thankful for
being hegalthy and bging ablg to stay in Kong & COVID so our
touch with family and closg frignds. kids ot to spend time
The loekdown gave the opportunity for with them.
us to simplify our livgs and slow down.
[t dave us theg opportunity to reduce
theg busyngss in our livegs and refleet
on all of God’s blgssings and gifts.

We have become closer as a family,
and have beggn ablg to gnjoy thg simplg
plgasurgs in lifg such as going for
long walks and playing board games. L S
logt us continug to reflget on and be
thankful for all that God has dong in
our livesl!




In my journegy with HIM:

e | am forgver thankful my lord Jgsus Christ
found mg in Toronto. -

e [ am forgver thankful for how | was ablg to -
get my carrgnt job by IS grace. It is (and
will still bg) an absolutg miraclg for me.

e Throughout my garthly walk, there werg
countlgss times | straged awag from the lsord; howgver, Hi€ did not
(and will ngver) forsakg me — always bringing me back with HIs
powger of steadfast love... “If we arg faithlgss, he remains faithful, for
heg cannot dgny himself.” Praise the lsord!

e [ am forgver thankful my lsord grants me tough/difficult/trging/
sorrowful times; thus, | can Igarn a littlg morg to rely on HIM only.
He sustains me to cling to HIM during stormy periods.

o [ am foregver thankful for blgssing my family in countlgss ways which
[ absolutely do (and will) not dgsgrve.

e ThanKs to my lsord for granting me an opportunity to sgrve in the
“Alpha” sgssions. It is a privilgge to sgrvg with brothers and sisters
who arg serving our lsord faithfully (¢.8., inviting frignds, dialoguing
with them in humility, praging fervently...). Mayg our God beg glorifigd!

e Thanks to my lsord for granting mg the right circumstancegs so | can
worship our lsord with the body of Christ physically in HIS house.

[ am very thonkful to return to
in-person worship and for Postor
Richard's foithful leadership.

Pm thankful for my {:amily,
friends, and the chance to
reconnect with friends who i

haven’t talked to in a while!




CO\/]D~1 9 has brougl‘lt about ET c}'nanges over these Past few

months, inclucﬂing in the realm of education. From emergency remote

teaching in March, to face-to-face teaching through a medical mask and

face shield in Septembcr) to virtual school to meet the increasing

demands FO!" Oﬂliﬂé leaming. TI’TCFC have bCCﬂ man9 moments O{: SUucCcess

as well as grustrations, as my students and ] acljust to new NELE of

teaching and learning. Through it a”, (God has been faithful in

sustammg me ana suPPortmg me through | m,;’
Familg, friends and coworkers. e gives me M

the Aailg strcngth to persevere and care 1Cor

tl"IOSC who havc been entrustec’ to me.

Looking outside, | am reminded of [is

presence when ] sce a beautiful sunset or . ;
sunrise, and the beautiful changing colours

of the fall leaves. Happg Thanksgiving! Mag

you exPericnce (God's 1oving presence this

S€ason.

I'm thankful for
school, friends and
Jesus who protects us
from the virus.

I'm extremely thenkful for oll
the loving communities that |
am super blessed to be 2 part
of! All the brothers and sisters
that constantly pour inte me,
support me and care for me. |
hope that T will be 9ble to do
the same for others oround me
and for others to experience
Christ’s love.



Come, Thou Fount of gvery blgssing,
Tung my heart to sing Thy gracg;
Streams Of merey, negver cgasing,
Call for songs of loudgst praisg.

Teach mg somg melodious sonngt,
oung by flaming tongugs above.
Praisg the mount, 'm fixed upon it,
Mount of Thy redgeming love

This hymn is what | have begn singing at this time of thanksgiving...
how tlis blgssings and mereigs overflow gvgry morning. logt mg
count thg ways:

ThanKful for how tig is changing me, gvgn in argas that we think arg
s¢t and unchanggablg as we get oldgr, likg our personalitigs. Tlg is
changing mg to bgecomg morg gmpathgtic in my listgning and doing,
to beg morg s¢lflgss and humblg... as a mother, as a wifg, as a workgr,
as a helper, as a daughter / sister, and as a frignd.

Thankful for how my children laugh with meg and with gach other,
and still comg to me for guidaneg and support and sgg their pargnts
as bging relgvant... and for how thegy haveg hopg and jogy in the lsord.

Thankful for how g has given us gnergy to copg with the gver-
changing demands and ngeds as a regsult of the pandgmic, and theg
flgxibility to balaneg timg betwegegn work, charch, and home.

Thankful for His caring hands in sustaining our ¢lderly pargnts
physically, megntally, gmotionally, and spiritually degspitg not sgging
us verg mach.

ThanKful for our jobs, rgsouregs, home, the chareh, familigs, and
frignds... gspecially good old long-time frignds who havg faithfully
beggn an gneouragegment and a blgssing.

ThanKful for the hope we have in
Christ rgsurrgeted, which transceends
timg, polities, this fading world, and
ges, gven this sggmingly-powerful
tgnacious virus.




l’m thankful that we had more time earlier this year cluring CO\/]D to

sPcnd qualitg time with our children as the normal busyncss of our lives

came to a halt. ] am also very thankful that we were able to continue

working from home. Lastly, | am thankful that this Pandemic gave us more

oPPortunitics to reach out to our communitg and show (God’s

love. Mag we remember the blessings in our lives cluring difficult times,

as Goc! Is our strcngth, and Hc sustains us.

[ om0 thonkful thot God has given
me the opportunity to spend more
quality time with my fomily during
COVID. We are getting closer and
learning to be more patient and
understanding. God has also
reminded me of his faithfulness;
that whoever trusts in him lacks
nothing. I'm also thankful that
still hove 2 Job and 2m 9ble to
practice social distancing,

[ am thankful COVIP has
given mg the opportunity to
strgngthgn my relationship
with my family. In the past,
my interactions with family
havg bgen both short and
infrgquegnt dug to a busy
schedulg. Thankfully, COVI®
has “foreced” mg to slow
down. With mueh fewer out-
of-homeg activitigs, ['vg begegn
ablg to usg the timeg at homge
to reg-connget and havg morg
mganingful conversations
with my family.



"Zoom fatigug" is bgcoming a common gxpgrigncg
for mangy. Ong thing | ook forward to when (if?) we
comg out of thg pandegmic is morg real, instgad of
virtual, timg with people. Neverthelgss, God gives
plgasant surprisgs through things we don't want.
Back in Hpril, [ spokg with an old friend in Watgrloo
(mang of you would Rnow his son Wesley who camg
to NUY during his work term). We thought of two
other frignds in Vancouver

and started oar first Zoom call. Sineg thegn, the
cirelg Rgpt gxpanding gvery month. It our ogptember megting, we had
peoplg joining from Ontario, BC, Texas, New Jersgy, and South Rorga. 1K
and Singaporg will probably bg ngxt. Our frigndships go back 20 to 40
gears and many of us havegn't bggn in touch. What [ initially thought
would bg a ong-timg catech up has turnegd into an ongoing conversation
that weg've gnjoyed and look forward to. We talk about what God is doing
in and through us, and what we sgg and hopg hg will do in and through
our children. Pifferent ways God is using us to advance the gospel. We
also talk opegnly about our struggles and fears, and trust that we will
pray for ong another. God brought us together many ygars ago when we
were students in Watgrloo as partners in the gospel, and | am amazgd
how that fgllowship has hegld up across timg and space. 1John 1:1-4
comes to mind: When we have fellowship with the Father and his Son
Jgsus Christ, we will have trug fellowship with ong another that will
complgteg our joy.

['vg asked my frignds to pray for lpha in NU. Sgveral of them arg {ipha
vetgrans, and their greitgment gnecourages me. Ong
of thgm prayed that lpha will ignitg a fire of revival
in NU. {Inother said that sgeing peoplg coming to
Christ is theg ngxt best thing to sgging his children
beging born, and hg couldn't wait for the pandemic
to beg over to rgsume. tg said it so matter-of-factly
that it brought tears to my ¢yges.

"Ugsterday, today, forgver, Jesus is the same, {11
may changg, but Jgsus negver - Glory to tlis name!"




I'm thankful that I am (iving

in Canada and have friends.

P've been thankful for the time
to sPend with my parents and
sibling. ]t’s been a welcome
change to eat together, watch
basketball and enjoy cach
other’s company.

For myself, I'm grateful for the carg
my grandmother is rgegiving in her
long-term carg home in
Scarborough. I'm gratgful for the
PSWs (Personal Support Workers)
and othgr individuals in various
rolgs that arg working around the
cloek to maintain a safg and
intgractive lifgstylg for her gven
before thegse COVI® times. Hithough
the PSWs can’t speak Chingse they
managge to commaunicatg with her
and demonstrateg high lgvels of
patigneg when dealing with her
degmentia. They update us often and
when my aunt visited a few wegks
ag0, sheg witngssed how our
grandmothger is well takegn carg of.
My grandmother isn’t Christian yet
so | hopg and prag that God will
work in her circumstances to help
her segg the trath. In thg mean timg |
also pray for morg chancgs to
safely visit hegr and prag for the
cargtakers that God has placed
around her.

| am thankful to (God for a”owing me to have fruitful sPiritual

conversations with my Christian friends in recent months. [ e has given

me oPPortunities to confess my sins and share Personal strugg!es with

my brothers in (hrist. | pray that we will continue to Point each other

to (_hrist and walk together in our{jaithjoumegs.



Thankj;u! to God for:
Goocl health

My friends
More Familg time together

Goc!’s grace

" O lsord, I will honor and praisg your namg, for you arg my God. You
do such wondgrful things; your councils of old arg faithfulngss and
trath. " [saiah 25:1.

[ am thankful lsord for thg blgssings of sgeing the light of gvery new dag.
ThanK you lsord for taking carg of my family herg, in Jordan, and the U.3.
Thank you lsord for dirgeting me to NUGBC and being acegpted as part
of the NUCBC family. Thank you lsord for thg roof over our hgads and
Regping us all safg. Thank gou lsord for thg food on our tablg and the
strgngth you begstowed on us to do our bit during this pandemie. Thank
gou Lsord for all your countlgss blgssings. Plgasg loord strgngthen our

faith, hopg and lovg; clgansg our hearts.
"But as for me, [ will sing about your power. [ will shout with joy gach
morning becausg of your unfailing love. For you haveg bgen my refuge,
a placg of safety in the day of distregss." Psalm 59:16.

[ am thankful for the cool autumn
wegther, which is perfect for autumn
walks i the walking teails negr my house.

Thanks be to God for His wonderful creation and for new [ife!
Thankful for the blessing of family, friends, and neighbours
supporting one another through this pandemic.

Thankful for knowing God movre through hearing His word and
the Gospel preached so faithfully, and being able to study the
Bible with brothers/sisters in Christ, even in these times.



There is so much to be thankful for...

... letting all my family know our God

.. we can feel His love, and He takes care of us in many ways,
everywhere, in every circumstance

.. letting us pray to Him whenever we think of ourselves, friends,
neighbours, ...

.. letting us say THANKS to the Lovd when we are happy, when we
are sick, when we are discouraged, when making decisions... every
moment

.. through our whole (ife, the Lovd lets us know that He is the only
God whom we are to obey. He is the only God before whom we
should be humble.

.. He gives us healthy life and makes us strong (physically, mentally,
emotionally) so that we can live with JESUS CHRIST.

How can I write about all of my thankfulness? He always and
endlessly reminds me to say THANKS to the Lovd every day, every
moment when I am thinking about Him.

| am thankful for Jesus Christ! |
am incrgasingly awarg of my
weakngsses as | battlg sins on a
daily basis. Thg pandgmic has
also reminded me of the frailty
of the human body. But because
of Christ, we arg victorious over
sin and death!

[ am thonkful to God for ¢ifting us
with being the body of Christ.
Although imperfect and messy, we gre
also dearly loved by Jesus and can
experience the Word made flesh
through loving one another.




We arg thankful for: familg... thg chaneg to Know God ... our
nanng .. my pargnts havg jobs ... our home ... Marblg ...
cousins ... siblings ... clothing ... ¢tgrnal lifg ... friends ... food
on the tablg dailg ... the time that we got to spend with Buddy
.. a great tgacher this year ... thg chancg to go to school in
person and do somg school onling ... reliablg Wi-Fi ... a boat
and theg chaneg to 8o awagy in thg summer to fish, swim and
have quality family time ... thg pandgmic allowed timg for
reflegction, timge to lgarn how to develop new skills such as
cooking, and morg timg baking ... the pandemic also allowed
us to be ablg to slow down and have great quality timg as a
family ... megntors ... great brothers and sisters in Christ ...
opportunity to work from home ... hegalth, and that no ong in
the family and gxtegnded family/friends have COVIP ...
opportunitigs that we didn't have bgforg to ZOOM sister and
gxtgnded family ... son's heart surgery went well ... being ablg
to gxperigneg different secasons — we had a gregat summer in
terms of good weathgr and now, can appreciate the fall ...
beging in a job dirgctly helping othegrs — it has mganing and
feels likg morg blgssing than work.

Thank{:ul for having a home, even though for most of the Past yiel:-Te)

months we were traPPecl at home, we are thankful that we even have a

roof over our heads
and a safe Place to do
all things necessary
such as wori<J eat, and
even attend Fc”owship

& church from!

I'm thankful for Adam, Dada, Mama, and Lucas.
1,2, 3, 4.



I am thankful for God's
faithfudness - for His continmed
love, provision, and forgiveness
inv my life - evenv whew I amv so-

oftenw unfaithvful to- Him.

T his year seems like it’s been extra harsh (since .. D
we’re currently living through it) but the truth is,
there have been Plentg of rea”y tough years in
the past. | his one is just different. | am thankful

that ] have been able to stag emPloyed t%rough
What [ am thanKkful
for: yeast (very hard

to getll), books and
instantly connected with People while being time to read, trails,

isolated. ]t’s rea”g Prett9 cool hcgou think about instant GOfosZ, and
most importantly,

family and frignds.

the Pan&emic, and that we live in a world where

we have the tec}mologg and abilitg to remain

it. This message went to space and back.

[ am thanKful for this “ngw normal”, gvgn as wg wait for lifg to get “back
to normal”. Ugs, at timgs, it has bggn challgnging and unsettling. Bat it
has also givgn mg timg and spacg to consider thg wealth of what [ have
and/or have “gotten usegd to”, and has created a new appreciation for
things that [ havg perhaps takegn for granted ovegr theg years — getting
together with frignds (in pgrson); going out for a quick bitg; shaking
hands/giving a hug; laysol wipgs and othgr sundry items,... It has brought
lgssons in Igarning to laugh, lament, wait, trust, comfort, gnjoy, carg, Igt
80, yearn. It has lgd mg to appreciatg thg small things, and to find joy in
thg mundang. It has put in mg a longing for worshipping together at
charch; singing out loud toggther at church. {Ind it has allowegd me to
gxperigneg the begauty of a loving, s¢lfless community, and egspecially
the trath and promisegs of God’s Word.

[t has not bgegn an casg normal. But God has begn good. Imen.



I o thankful for chuwrchv re-

opening that we can come together
Corworship Hom: I olso thamboGod, 11 R
for His provision and protectiow for : »

my family. Although we are still f

going thwough the dark period of

COVID-19, praise the Lovd that He

st reigng over all things and His - e L
steadfust love endures forever! ‘

"Buat [ trust in gour unfailing lovg;
my heart rgjoicegs in your salvation. |
will sing the lsord's praise, for hg
Ay has begegn good to me. Psalm 13:5-6"
The year 2020 started off likg ang
othgr year. Negw Jgar cglgbrations.
Chingse New Ugar. Family Pagy.
March break... Then, Covid-19 hit.
Toilgt paper shortages. lsong grocery lingups. The 2m rulg. Mask vs
no mask dgbatg. {Inti-black racism protgsts. Paranoia rgigns
suUpreme.
Currgnt and world gvents grab our immediate attgntion and make us
take our gygs off the lsord and towards oursglves. The (pre-Covid-19)
good things that God gave me, | took for granted. The pandemic
stripped away the gloss for meg and it was a daily battlg of trging to
be safe to survivg thosg dark days of the spring. 0 much worry and
strgss. Uet gcach day, God was good to me. It was only when summer
arrived, that a sgnse of perspectivg came to me. [ had survived. Why
did I worry about things that | had no control over? God was good
fo me.
s Thanksgiving Pay arrives, thereg arg so many simplg things to be
thanKful. For gach morning. For gach breath. For family. For frignds.
For our salvation in Jesus Christ. God is good to me.
For the uneertain future of the coming winter pandgmic months, all |
can say is, God will be good to me.



] am thankful to God forthe Peop!e who serve at our church! Thank you to
all the fellow workers in Christ who have spent countless hours to share
Goc!'s love with others. ]t is a great encouragement to see and exPerience
Go&‘s love through our brothers and sisters at NYCBC From tea and
cookies, to small group discussions, to lunch time chats, andjust chillin' out

maxin’ relaxin’ all cool) thank you for constantlg Pointing us towards C!‘nrist.

This year, I'm reminded of God’s love and grace
throughout my life. tlis forgivgngss of my sins and
transgregssions, tlis provisions, hgaling pregsegneg,
and countlgss blgssings. I'm also grateful for my
husband, for his patigneg and loving support, and
for the hope and joy of our child to come.

We are thankful for:

* A God who is faithful and unchanding — whe always cares

* Pamily

* The opportunity to sttend school

* A job that is challenging and where God revesls day by day how my
work can make 9 difference in the world

* A dear friend who always encourages me with
her trust in the Lord. In the midst of [ife’s
straggles, our nteractions always leave both of
us reminded of His soodness in each of our
lives. Thankful for the Lords prompting, to
contact each other 23 time passes and for the
obedience in do so — the nteraction is always
timely and allows us to see how we can be His
blessing to each other.




