


































House Keys Not Sweeps  
Campaign Demands 

 
1. End the practices of sweeping encampments, towing vehicles, and 

stealing and destroying belongings and structures houseless 
people create to keep themselves and their communities safe from 
the elements.  

2. End the criminalization of houseless people, without justifying 
other types of criminalization, by ending the practices of move-
along orders, harassment, ticketing and arresting houseless 
people for existing outside.  

3. Immediately halt government support of the hate and violence 
perpetuated by vigilante groups.  

4. Create and fund access to sanitation and hygiene infrastructure 
that adequately and quickly responds to the growing number of 
houseless people.  

5. Create and fund a full array of health care treatments, including 
harm reduction resources that appropriately respond to the needs 
of poor and houseless people.  

6. Create affordable housing units for poor and houseless people, 
providing adequate funding for the development and maintenance 
with long term subsidies.  

7. Overturn unjust policies and procedures that deny access to 
deeply affordable housing based on economic status and lived 
experiences of extreme poverty including homelessness.  

8. Stop all revenue collection and public funding of BIDs.  
9. End all funding of and support for hostile architecture that 

limits people’s ability to access and utilize public spaces.  
 
 

  
 

www.wraphome.org 
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About this Project 
 
House On Fire: Housing & Climate Crisis, Housing & Climate Resistance 
grew out of RESTING SAFE, a project of Right 2 Survive (R2S). With a 
mission to educate people about the civil, constitutional, and human 
rights of people living unhoused, R2S is a Portland, Oregon-based 
grassroots organization led by unhoused and formerly unhoused people 
and supporters. R2S has established two self-governed houseless 
communities in Portland, has helped develop similar communities in 
over a dozen US cities, and has been integral to a national grassroots 
movement for “House Keys Not Sweeps”. For more on RESTING SAFE, go 
to www.restingsafe.org. 
 
All quotes except those on page 2 come from phone interviews with 
self-identified houseless community representatives across the US, 
mainly connected to self-governed communities, conducted between 
August 2018 and September 2019 by Lisa Fink and Erin Goodling as part 
of the larger ongoing participatory action research project, RESTING 
SAFE. Interview questions focused on the kinds of environmental 
hazards people face across the US; the relationship between hazard 
exposure and criminalization; and how communities are working to 
mitigate hazards. Fire rose to the top as one of the most common 
hazards mentioned, and certainly one of the most complex: within the 
nearly 50 interviews that we conducted, more than half of participants 
described fire danger as “concerning” or “very concerning”. To 
supplement phone interviews, we took detailed fieldnotes when fire 
arose as a concern in day-to-day work with R2S and other grassroots 
groups, including during the 2020 wildfires and during mutual aid 
outreach from summer 2020 through summer 2021; conducted a handful 
of additional interviews explicitly focused on (wild)fire with 
unhoused people and supporters in spring 2021; and consulted fire and 
homelessness-related media reports from 2016-2021. 
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Laquida Landford, Aileen McPherson, Quinn Bicer, Nava Rastegar, Chris 
Hawn, Nathan McClintock, Melanie Malone, Anthony Levenda, Dillon 
Mahmoudi, Sarah Jewett, Amy Coplen, and other supporters. Thanks are 
also due to T Edward Bak, Jade Arrellano, and Haruka, for feedback 
on the zine. Critically, the work of the Western Regional Advocacy 
Project is integral to depictions of criminalization portrayed here.  
 
RESTING SAFE has received support from the Antipode Foundation, the 
National Science Foundation, the Union for Concerned Scientists, 
Social Justice Fund Northwest, and Meyer Memorial Trust.   





RESTING(
SAFE
www.restingsafe.org

Preventive measures:
• Be VERY cautious about 

using any combustible 
(candle, sterno can, 
etc.) in a small space, 
especially tents; gases 
can linger.

• Lack of ventilation can 
cause carbon monoxide 
poisoning and death.

• Do NOT fall asleep inside 
a vehicle with the engine 
running.

• Do not leave fires and 
candles unattended.

• Candles tip easily; tents 
are highly flammable.

• Use caution! Highly 
flammable items include: 
Tents, tarps, tent 
waterproofing, over-
charged batteries, 
matches left in the sun 
or in a hot vehicle.

• Designate a place for 
cigarette butts, filled 
with water or sand.

• Be especially cautious in 
dry conditions—even 
vehicle exhaust sparking 
can create brush fires.

Campfires:
• Clear all debris from the area
• Make your fire pit at least 30 

feet from tents, clothes, 
flammable furniture, etc.

• Create a ring out of large rocks 
(NOT river rocks—they can 
explode), a steel drum, or 
something similar

• Have fire suppressant prepared, 
nearby: dirt or sand.

• Sparks cause fires; keep area 
clear of leaves and debris.

• Do NOT leave fires unattended. Put 
out fire fully before leaving.

• Designate one “fire-tender” each 
day/night, who cares for the fire 
and commits to staying awake

• Only put wood and paper in your 
campfire; no glass, river rocks, 
lighter, aerosols, etc.

Propane cooking:
• Store propane tanks away 

from fire and heat, in 
the shade. Tanks can 
explode, even when 
empty!!! Do not store 
extra tanks.

• Periodically check for 
faulty hoses, bad, 
connections, leaks.

• Remember: water will NOT 
put out a grease fire; 
have a bucket of sand or 
dirt close by. If 
possible, get a fire 
extinguisher.

Behavioral precautions:
• Develop a fire escape plan; clear 

a path; make sure everyone in 
your site knows the plan.

• Designate one person on trash 
duty each day; develop a system 
and hold each other accountable.

• Make sure that everyone in your 
group knows how to extinguish a 
fire.

• Move slowly near fires.
• Be cautious with long hair and 

loose clothing.
• Avoid starting fires while 

intoxicated.

Wildfires:
• Stay hydrated!
• Get a “N95” mask if possible, 

otherwise cover mouth and nose with 
a wet washcloth or bandana

Above all: Keep your camp clutter-
free, including clothes, papers, 
bags, etc. This is one of the most 
important fire prevention measures 
you can take!

Lightning:
• If at all possible, go indoors. If not, stay at lower elevations, avoid 

mountain tops and steep slopes. Do not stay in your tent.
• Crouch in a tight ball, close to the ground; wear rubber soled shoes.
• Seek cover in forested areas; stay away from tall trees in open areas
• Avoid metal fences, power lines, handrails, and other metal objects.


