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Partnership Enabling Group 
 

The Partnership Enabling Group (PEG) normally meets three times a year, to oversee and plan the joint 
work in the churches in our Partnership, and to share news of each church's own activities. PEG has 

two representatives from each church, plus the clergy, who take turns to chair the group. The June 
2020 meeting was cancelled but since then we have been successfully meeting on Zoom.  
 

In February 2020 All Saints Wytham was welcomed into the Partnership, which has been renamed the 
Summertown, Wolvercote and Wytham Church Partnership. The service to welcome Wytham to the 

partnership had to be re-arranged due to the pandemic and is now planned for Sunday 24 October 2021 

when the renewed Partnership Covenant will also be signed. 
 

During the year Caroline Harding retired as secretary to PEG and was warmly thanked for her work. 

We are grateful to Val Tate for taking on this role. Val has also been working with Stephen Drew on the 
website and progress has been made with the platform and the design now agreed. 
 

We also thank Beryl Knott who has successfully retired from running the summer Coffee Café, with 

Juliet Field and Revd Alyson Peberdy taking up the reins. The Café was unable to run in 2020 due to the 

pandemic but it is hoped it will start again for a shorter season in late June. 
 

Other regular annual events were also affected by the restrictions and we hope and pray for an end to 

the pandemic and a more ‘normal’ Advent and Christmas this year and Lent and Easter next year. It was 
possible to start the Pavilion services again in December and they have continued to run each month. 

Throughout the year PEG has provided a forum of support and encouragement for each of our 
churches as we negotiated the pandemic and the continually changing situation. 
  

Clare Leal 
 

 

Cutteslowe Church Partnership 
 

The Cutteslowe Enabling Group (CEG) is the overseer to all the work that our partner churches 

embrace in the Cutteslowe area, under the guise of the Bishop's Mission Order (BMO). This shared 

mission takes place in our parishes but has a particular focus on the Cutteslowe Estate south of the ring 
road. St Andrew's church continues to work and invest in a programme of worship and outreach 

through the now-established Cutteslowe Connected church. One of the most fruitful aspects of the 

work is how Tom Murray, the leader of Cutteslowe Connected, is integrating different partners and 

agencies around food, education and leisure activities. Cutteslowe School, Cutteslowe Nurseries and 
the City Council (amongst many other interested parties) are all becoming engaged with Cutteslowe life. 

The food larder scheme is being extended into Wolvercote and we are beginning to see how 

partnership brings a wider sense of commitment and involvement to Cutteslowe and beyond.  
 

Despite the pandemic and enforced closure during the lockdowns, the Pavilion Service continues to 

attract a lively group of Seniors every first Sunday of the month. We are committed to care for and 
welcome the elderly in Cutteslowe as we go forward; the tea and chat events demonstrate this 

commitment. 
 

With new housing plans being explored, CEG will need to adopt a wider perspective to see how our 

partnership may respond to these changes. Please continue to pray that CEG may continue to share 
God’s desire to be a caring, loving partnership. 
 

Gavin Knight 
 

 

Churches Together in North Oxford 
 

This year the usual meetings and activities of this ecumenical forum for local churches in North Oxford 
have been limited by COVID regulations. The major event in normal times is the open-air Good Friday 
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Service at the Summertown shopping parade. This is usually very successful as an act of witness; some 

people attend regularly and people passing by stop to join in, with attendance at around 100. This year it 

was not possible with social distancing and limits on the size of events. The guidance on the Church of 
England website was that services could not take place in any outdoor location. Alyson Peberdy made a 

valiant attempt to design a walk of witness to replace the event, where groups of up to six people would 

walk from one church to another and there be welcomed by members of the church and join in an act 
of prayer. It would have been different but would at least have been an ecumenical activity shared by all 

the churches. Sadly, despite all Alyson’s efforts, it proved not to be possible because the Church of 
England guidance at the time was that gatherings of more than two people were not permitted even 

outdoors. 
 

CTNO’s support for North Oxford Action Against Homelessness (NOAAH) and a keen interest in the 

issues surrounding homelessness has in the past resulted in a very well attended service being held at 

the Wolvercote Baptist Church on Homelessness Sunday in January. Unfortunately, the rules prevented 
this from going ahead. It is to be hoped that it will soon be possible to resume usual meetings and 

activities. 
 

Shei Crowther, Chair of CTNO 

Christopher Hardman, Secretary of CTNO 
 

 

Community Outreach 
 

An informal group, comprising Revd Sarah Flashman, Val Tate, Julia Goddard (Secretary) (all St Peter’s), 
Revd Viv Edwards (Wolvercote Baptist Church), Lorna Logan and Charlotte Fenton (All Saints’ 

Wytham), meets to implement ways of welcoming new residents on Wolvercote Mill Site. Even though 
the pandemic interrupted building, nearly half the dwellings are now completed and occupied. Work is 

scheduled to complete in late 2022. An Outreach leaflet, produced by St Peter’s Communications 

Group with contributions from all three churches, has already been delivered to about fifty homes. 
Occupied homes are on the Flying Goose distribution list. 
 

We are aware that some new residents were not feeling welcomed by the broader community, but 
younger families are managing to integrate better through childrens’ activities. The Outreach group 

hopes to offer Sunday afternoon coffee and cakes in the Baptist Church garden as soon as Covid-19 
restrictions allow. 
 

Val Tate 
 

 

FairPlay 
 

Our theme of climate change and climate justice continued in a small way last year, in comparison with 
the previous year's Climate Justice Fair. 
 

In the Autumn the eco-group at St Michael`s responsible for working with the community, with the help 

of some members of the FairPlay network, produced ‘Your Green Guide’: an A4 double-sided 

information sheet, printed on 100% recycled paper, detailing ideas for sustainable living and listing many 
organisations offering real practical help. Organisations in FairPlay which are working or campaigning to 

mitigate climate change were also listed. This was handed out in a socially distanced manner from our 

stand in Summertown Sunday market, with the climate justice banner displayed. The public appeared 
quite positive and receptive to our message. 
 

Helen Dodd 
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Traidcraft 
 

The Partnership is entering the 27th year of buying Traidcraft products. During this time you have bought 
Traidcraft products totalling £80,000 – a big investment in Traidcraft, supporting its basic cultural beliefs 

in fair trade, sustainability, and organic products, and making the world we live in a better place. 
 

We have been selling goods by email, during the Covid lockdowns, with free delivery, and our turnover 

has increased dramatically from £30 to over £100 per week.  
 

Thank you on behalf of Traidcraft and Fairtrade.  
 

David & Susan Smith 
 

 

Partnership Link with St Chad’s Parish, Taung, NW Province, South Africa 
 

There have been no meetings of the Taung Link group this year. News from St Chad's is sent to the link 
group and ministers/clergy of the Partnership Churches and is included in St Peter's and St Michael's 

weekly e-news.   
 

Our partner diocese of Kimberley & Kuruman has few resources and is in the epicentre of the pandemic 

with water and electricity restrictions; with only just over 1.1% of the population of RSA having been 
vaccinated, things have suddenly become very serious.  It is made even more difficult by the problems of 

adequate communication and added to all this a new Bishop is unlikely to be appointed until a meeting of 

Provincial Bishops in September. There are regular Zoom meetings of linked parishes in the Oxford 
Diocese which gives an opportunity for the exchange of news from our link churches.   
 

Please pray for our partner diocese and especially our link church of St Chad's, for Tumelo, Tlotlo and 

Thabiso who keep in touch with us. 

The total in the Taung account stands at £1,679.77. 
 

Beryl Knotts (URC), Rosemary Williams and Margaret Broadbent (St Peter's), Gill Harper and Jill Galloway 

(Wolvercote Baptist Church), Sue Smith (St Michael's) 
 

 

Christian Aid 
 

Although last year’s report suggested that within the Partnership we aimed to plan our Christian Aid 

activities jointly, for a number of reasons, but mainly the effect of Covid-19 on doing things together, 

this has not happened. The only genuinely joint PEG activity has been the support of the Christian Aid 
project to support people displaced from Syria to Iraq and Lebanon. The total sum of £5000 (to which 

we were committed) was successfully raised by the deadline at the end of 2020. 
 

At the individual church level attempts have been made, e.g. through St Peter’s e-news, to encourage 

personal donations in connection with Christian Aid week, most conveniently online.  

 

John Harding 
 

 

Coffee Café 
 

Sadly, because of the sudden onset of the Covid-19 pandemic in March 2020, it was necessary to cancel 

all preparations to hold the Coffee Café and charity cakestalls in the front garden of the URC last 

summer.  
 

As I no longer feel able to continue coordinating it, I am sure everyone will be as pleased and grateful as 

I am that Alyson Peberdy and Juliet Field, of St. Michael’s, have kindly volunteered to organise it for the 
foreseeable future once the official roadmap regulations allow.  
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Most of the charities have been pleased to hear that they will be able to have this fundraising 

opportunity again, and Alyson and Juliet are hoping to commence holding the Coffee Café at the URC 

again in the summer of 2021 every Saturday morning, 10.30am-12 noon, from 26 June to 11 September. 
Many of the previous volunteers have kindly signed up to help again, though sadly some are now no 

longer able to continue. Consequently, new volunteers will be most welcome if you have a Saturday 

morning to offer during this period – Alyson (aspeberdy@aol.com) or Juliet jools.field@btinternet.com) 
would be pleased to hear from you. As usual, the proceeds of the Coffee Café will also be donated to 

charity. 
 

Beryl Knotts 
 

 

Communications in the Church Partnership 
 

Partnership Link (formerly Teamsheet) 

This would normally have been distributed weekly in our churches and would now have been in its 42nd 
year of publication, giving us information of interest to all our Partnership churches. However, Covid-19 

intervened and for much of the time our churches were closed so production has ceased. Thanks go to 

Val Tate who has been producing a weekly St Peter’s e-news which, while concentrating on St Peter’s 
news, goes a long way to filling the gap left by the loss of Partnership Link. Our thanks also go to Jenny 

Gerrard, the current editor of Partnership Link, who continues to keep us in touch by e-mail on many 
important events of general interest to our five congregations.  
 

The Quarterly 
The Quarterly enters its 20th year of publication with the March 2021 edition. Due to Covid-19 it is 

currently mainly produced and distributed in electronic form although, very many thanks to Julia, a 
number of copies are still produced as hard copy, for St Michael’s and for the record. We are very 

grateful to all those who submit or suggest material for publication – on them the quality and interest of 

each issue depends. The editors, Ann Stedman, Michael Daniell and John Harding, wish to encourage the 
submission of original articles, book reviews and responses to articles published previously. 
 

Church Partnership Website 
The Partnership website (http://www.summertown-wolvercotechurchpartnership.org/) highlights joint 

activities and events involving all, or most, of our five congregations, as well as hosting information about 
Wolvercote Baptist Church. Links take readers to the websites of St Peter’s, the URC and St Michael’s.  
 

The platform on which the Partnership website is based is now more than ten years old and requires 
attention. Many thanks to Val Tate (St Peter’s webmaster) who has taken over as editor and is now 

updating it on behalf of PEG. 
 

John Harding 
 

 

Church Partnership Office 
 

As mentioned in the Communications report above, Partnership Link was not published for most of 2020, 

and very little other Partnership printing was done, apart from a few hard copies of the Quarterly. This 
has meant that we have not needed our usual band of helpers, in particular Jenny Gerrard and Sue 

Smith: their company has been sorely missed, and I look forward to resuming normal service, whatever 

that may look like, when that is possible. The office can be contacted, as always, by telephone (01865 
236094) or by email (officeatstpeters@gmail.com).  
 

Julia Goddard, Administrator, Partnership Office 

  

mailto:aspeberdy@aol.com
mailto:jools.field@btinternet.com
http://www.summertown-wolvercotechurchpartnership.org/


6 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


