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Matthew 20:1-16 – The 11th Hour           
 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who  
  went out early in the morning to hire men to work …” 

 

That’s Not Fair! 
  

  God views things very __________________ that we do. 
  
 

God’s sense of ________________ is different. 
"With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand 
years are like a day…”  2 Peter 3:8 

 
How long is life?   
For a human on earth vs. God in heaven 
 

God says – what is that to you? 
It is more than ______________ 

 

God as employer not employee 
Seeking great workers 
 
 

The last will be first, and the first will be last. (v16) 
 

 

It’s God’s __________________ - in God’s _________________ 
 God provides all our needs, our daily bread. 

 
Be grateful and ask what God wants you to do. 

 



 
 

Getting Started 

Were you raised to see work as a good thing or something to be 
avoided?  How has this impacted your life?   

 
Matthew 20 

Review Matthew 20:1-16   
What do you think is the main point of this parable? 
Where do you see yourself in this story?   
 
The owner could have paid the people who started first their full day’s 
wages, had them leave, and then paid the next group.  Doing it this way 
would have avoided grumbling and confrontation.  Why do you think he 
didn’t do it this way?  What might this teach us? 
 
Review the sermon together.  What stood out to you, raised questions, 
or seem particularly important?   

 
Going Deeper 

Consider the following passages from the ancient prophets who spoke 
for God: Isaiah 55:6-11, Ezekiel 18:25-32, Daniel 4:34-37, Hosea 14:9.  
What do you hear regarding God’s place, our place, and God’s way? 
What of these ring true today, which do you question? 
 
 
2 Peter chapter 3 was mentioned in the sermon.  It is a powerful 
passage.  Verse 2 ties together both the prophets and the apostles 
(Jesus’ first disciples).  In 2 Peter 3:1-14 read and discuss what is 
presented regarding God’s plan, our role, and how we should live. 
 
 

Application 

Gratitude is vitally important.  Take time each day to thank God 
for what He has done, is doing, and will do.   
Give thanks and serve God. 


