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Matthew 25:1-13           
"At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten bridesmaids 
who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom…” 

 

 At that time… 
 

The time of clarity 
Going from a Kingdom which: has come, is here, and will come 

– to the final complete reality of the Kingdom. 

Chapter 24: 

 End of the _____ 

 Return of _________ 

 Element of ___________  
“So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will 
come at an hour when you do not expect him.” 24:44 

 

  Bridal Party! 
 

Planned but unpredictable 

Need for ________________ 

 

Need for ________________  

 Enough power on hand  
“…that you may overflow with hope  
by the power of the Holy Spirit…” Romans 15:13 

 Some things your cannot borrow 

 
  How to patiently wait and purposely prepare? 
 

 

 

Waiting & Working – blend into Preparation. 



 

 
 

Getting Started 

Part of Encounter Groups is finding ways to serve God with our abilities.  
When have you felt like you connected your abilities with what God 
wants to accomplish in this world?   
 

At that time… 

Read Matthew 24:32-44  
Take time to discuss the four illustrations Jesus gives in these verses.   
What is the specific point of each one? 
How do they support each other, how do they differ? 
 
Beyond what they teach about the coming times, what do you learn 
about God through them? 
 
Is there a message you feel God is saying to you through them? 

 
Going Deeper 

Review the sermon together.  What stood out to you as worth 
remembering, something inspirational, or something questionable and 
worth discussion?   
 
There are layers of meaning within all of Jesus’ parables.  In the sermon, 
the idea of the Holy Spirit being the power to light our lamps was 
mentioned.  Consider these passages on the Holy Spirit: John 16:7-15, 
Acts 1:4-5, 2:4-6, 4:31-33 How is the Holy Spirit a believer’s source? 
 
What other spiritual realities could be considered the fuel we need? 
 

Application 

On another piece of paper, make a list of all that God has  
entrusted to you: 

 
How can you better use them for God’s Kingdom? 
 


