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Romans 13:1-7 
 

What about War? 
 

How do you approach the Bible? 
 

 

 

War – what is it good for? 

 What is a Christian view and understanding? 
 
 

Romans 13:4 

For [the one in authority] is God's servant to do you 
good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not 
bear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant, an 
agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 

 
    When is war justified? 

Plato - state exists for justice, safety and security against wild beast and 

savage men 
Early Christians - under authority not in authority. 

Augustine – 354-430 _______ ______ ___________ 
Thomas Aquinas – 1225-1274 – What makes it just? 

 

 Just _____________ 

 

 Just _________ 

 

 Right ______________ 

 

 Probability of ____________ 

 

 Last _____________ 

 

Jesus said, “My command is this: Love each other as I 
have loved you.  Greater love has no one than this, that he 

lay down his life for his friends.”           John 15:12-14 

 

 

Getting started…  
Have everyone in the group give a brief “life-update” of what is happening. 

 

Start sharing… 
Review the sermon together.  Were you familiar with “Just War Theory” 

before this message?  What thoughts or questions did it stir up for you? 

Do you see ways that this theory can impact how you live? 

 

 

Studying the Bible…  
There is a great deal in Romans 13:1-7 which can challenge how we live as 

society drifts away from biblical standards in many area.  There were many 

early Christians who suffered greatly under authorities that did not support 

Christianity in any way.  Read these passages and discuss how they guide, 

challenge and or inspire you: 

 

1 Timothy 2:1-4 

 

 

Titus 3:1-2 

 

 

1 Peter 2:13-17 

 

 

Romans 13:1-7 

 

 

 

Review together… 
Review the main points of biblical conflict resolution.  How do they fit with 

or run against the ideas of just war theory?   

 

 

 

Start doing… 
How can we do our part in ensuring that the USA is involved in wars which 

are just?  What options do you have in a democracy?   

 

Thank and support someone whom God has put in a position of authority 

and purposely uses their position as a servant of God to constrain evil. 


