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A beautiful truth - overshadowed by bold truths 
 

Who do you say that I am?  You are the Messiah! 
On this rock I will build my church!  

    Keys to the Kingdom of Heaven… 
 

"Blessed are you! For flesh and blood has not revealed  
this to you, but my Father in heaven.” 

 
 

  What does it mean to be ______________________? 
 

There are things which God initiates: 
 ________ when dead – Ephesians 2:4-5 
 ________ when enslaved  
 
A love which takes the first step  

This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and  
sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 1 John 4:10 

 
The Laws we can know  
Love must be revealed 

 

The law makes sense – ___________ does not. 

Judgment is easy – ___________________ is not 

Loving self is natural – loving __________________ is not. 
 

   Revelation of Love: 
  Foreshadow – Introduce – Repeat – Experience – Explain 

 
 
 

Since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.   
1 John 4:11  

The Love of God 
Matthew 16:13-21 



 
 

Getting Started 

Has a particular cross been meaningful in your life?  Maybe a 
decoration at home, in a worship space, a piece of jewelry, or a piece 
of art?  Tell the group about it. 
 

Scripture 

Read Matthew 16:13-16  
Take time to discuss the questions and answers given in this passage.  
Today no one says Jesus is Elijah, who do people say Jesus is today?   
 
What difference would it make if Jesus is not the Christ, the Son of the 
living God? 
 
If you agree with Peter’s answer, why?  If someone who does not agree 
challenged your belief, how would you answer? 
 
Do you sense that the Father in heaven has revealed anything to you?  
Part of the revelation available today is the Holy Spirit.  Consider 
Romans 8:15-16 and the confirmation of adoption as children. 
 

Going Deeper 

Review the sermon together.  What stood out to you as worth 
remembering, something inspirational, or something questionable and 
worth discussion?   
 
There is an ancient tradition of approaching Scripture where you allow 
God to raise phrases or ideas out of the text as a way to hear from God. 
Give it a try with 1 John 4:1-16.  First have someone read through the 
passage, then spend a few minutes in silent prayer asking God to speak 
to you, then have the passage read again.  As it is read the second 
time, pay attention to what words or phrases stand out to you.  After 
this take a few minutes to prayerfully reflect (meditate) on them.  If 
willing, share with the group what you experienced. 
 

Application 

What is a practical way you can “love one another” this week? 


