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Easter   3-27-2016 
 

  Do you believe? 

 

The ____________________ question. 

 

Is it reasonable to believe? 

 Proven vs. ___________ 

 

 

 
 

  An Empty Tomb – the starting point 
   

How it came to be empty can be debated,  

but everyone agreed it was empty. 

 

Was Jesus resurrected by the power of God? 
 

 

  Heart and Life - Romans 10:9-13 
 

if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  
For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it 
is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.  (vs 9-10) 

 

Believe in your heart – ____________ 

 

Confess with your mouth, “Jesus is my Lord” – __________ 
 
 

  Will you surrender? 

 

The ___________ question  

The Empty Tomb 

Do You Believe? 
Matthew 28:1-10 



 

 
 

 

Getting Started 

Take a few minutes to get to know everyone in the group.   
Any highlights or special challenges over the Easter season? 
 

Scripture 

Read Matthew 28:1-15     
The first 10 verses are often read on Easter, the next five are not.  
From what you know and what you can imagine; why is the story 
fabricated by the chief priests problematic?  In what ways is their 
story self-contradictory? 
 
In Jesus’ day women were not considered reliable witnesses (not 
credible in court).  Why do you think the gospel writers have 
women as the first witnesses of the empty tomb and risen savior? 
 

Going Deeper 

Review the sermon, then discuss what stood out to you as worth 
remembering, something inspirational, or something which 
caused you to question.   
 
Romans 10:9-10 says we need to confess with our mouths that 
Jesus is our Lord to be saved.  What do you know of the Bible that 
indicates that this confession goes beyond saying the words?  
What do you think “confessing Jesus as Lord” looks like? 
 
It seems easy for people to give their word, to make a pledge, or 
claim to believe something, which in time comes out as untrue 
(some politicians come to mind).  How do you gauge if someone is 
saying what they truly believe?   
What could someone determine about what you truly believe? 
 
Application 

If you are to submit to Jesus and follow him, you need to know 
his voice.  What can you do to hear his “voice” more? 

Sermon based small group settings where you can grow 

spiritually as you encounter Jesus 


