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Save the date for this year’s  
Actsafe Injury Prevention Week
September 20–24, 2021
Actsafe Injury Prevention (AIP) Week 2021 focuses on respectful 
workplaces. What is a respectful workplace? How can we work 
together to ensure that everyone who works on a production is 
treated fairly? Throughout AIP Week, we will be bringing awareness 
to the challenges that workplaces have in creating a respectful 
workplace and working together to ensure diversity, inclusion, and 
respect are achieved in the arts and entertainment industries. 

Subscribe now for updates Subscribe

CONTENTS

Although this conference is online, we each still enjoy the pleasure of living within an Indigenous 
territory. As our event takes place at many locations across Canada it takes place within many such 
Indigenous territories. To highlight the importance of this acknowledgment we encourage you to visit 

the Native Land website and search the territory on which you are located.

Actsafe Safety Association does not endorse, recommend, or take responsibility for the content or 
information shared by the speakers. The views and opinions expressed by speakers in their presentations 

do not necessarily reflect those of Actsafe Safety Association.

https://actsafe.us1.list-manage.com/subscribe/post?u=e71014bbef6df04e6903564c0&id=b6d047e86d
https://native-land.ca/


I'd like to give a special thanks to Aidan, 
Eden, and Graham from JST Productions for 
supporting us in planning this virtual event. Thanks 
to our standing committee members, Board 
of Directors, and our amazing speakers for 
contributing to this event with their advice and 
insights. Of course, thanks to our own 
Actsafe team members who have taken up the 
challenge during these tough times and worked 
hard to reach out to the industry members and 
supporters to make this virtual conference 
possible.

Enjoy your learning and networking experience.

Be kind and be safe,

Manu Nellutla, MBA MPT CCPE CPHSA

Executive Director, Actsafe Safety Association
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WELCOME

Thank you for joining us virtually for our fifth 
Actsafe Entertainment Safety Conference. It is 
interesting to see how things have 
changed since last year’s conference. This time 
last year, as the conference was being held, 
things were unravelling slowly regarding COVID-
19. It was not yet declared a pandemic, but 
we had already begun greeting each other 
with fist bumps instead of handshakes. Fast 
forward six months and the Actsafe team was 
discussing what would be the best way to 
organize the 2021 conference. We looked to our 
three core organizational values—
innovation, collaboration, and accessibility—
and we were able to turn it around to a virtual 
event with collaboration from industry to make 
this conference accessible to more members.

Going virtual has its own advantages and we 
are glad that we made that call. Attendees 
can learn, discuss, and network while following 
physical distancing requirements. With 
thanks to our wonderful sponsors, 
exhibitors, and attendees—who supported us 
through our Pay What You Can registration 
process—we are able to provide this amazing 
experience to all of you attending today.

OUR MISSION

To make British Columbia the safest place in the world for the production of 
motion pictures, television, live events and performing arts by providing 

trusted and reliable occupational health and safety education, training and 
resources to the employers, supervisors and workers we serve.



The past year has been a challenging one for 
everyone in the entertainment industry. COVID-
19 has presented significant challenges to the 
way we work, but what we’ve shown is an 
incredible ability to work together and adapt to 
the ever-changing “new normal”. And as we 
continue to grow and adapt, we at Actsafe
remain motivated  and ready to support you 
in the continuously changing environment.

This year’s conference will give you the 
opportunity to view safety in entertainment 
production through a different lens. Focussing 
less on technical skills, the programme selected 
looks to explore emerging challenges in our 
workplaces through meaningful, insightful 
conversation. Tackling racism and under-
representation, our collective mental 
health, and COVID-19 all feature prominently in 
this year’s conference. Our presenters are all 
leaders in their respective fields and are 
passionate about sharing their knowledge to 
make workplaces safer for all.

I’d like to thank each of you for attending the 
2021 conference and being a part of the 
conversation on safety in the workplace. 
By participating, you have shown a desire to 
expand the culture of safety in entertainment 
production. You are truly our greatest ally, and 
we could not accomplish what we do without 
your support.

Welcome to the Actsafe Entertainment Safety 
Conference 2021. Thank you all for attending 
and supporting the conference virtually this 
year!

Five years ago, when we came up with this 
conference as an outreach tool, we had no 
idea it would be this successful. I am incredibly 
proud of the Actsafe team for making this 
dream a reality, and the arts and 
entertainment industries for supporting it.

Now, in the midst of a pandemic we keep the 
torch lit in a virtual environment with new 
technology and new colleagues joining us.

So, grab a beverage, unmute, and join the 
conversation.

Don Parman

Manager, Performing Arts & Live Events
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Anand Kanna

Manager, Motion Picture Programs & Services

INDUSTRY WELCOME

Silver Sponsor
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GOLD

SILVER

HEALTH AND SAFETY PLATINUM

STRETCH BREAK SUSTAINABILITY PARTNER

WITH THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

SOCIAL EVENING

http://www.dgcbc.com/
https://www.ubcpactra.ca/
https://www.ubcpactra.ca/
https://www.iatse.net/
https://www.iatse.com/
http://www.iatse118.com/
http://iatse168.com/
https://icg669.com/
https://www.trainanddevelop.ca/
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Don’t forget to stretch often throughout the 
conference! Here are some tips from our 
Ergonomic Tips for Working From Home Info 
Sheet to help reduce any aches and pains 
associated with sitting or long periods of 
screen-time.

• Sitting constantly in one position may cause 
stress to some body parts. Change positions 
often to minimize this stress.

• Look away from your computer screen 

once a while to rest your eyes.

• Dim the screen brightness to a more 
comfortable level.

• Stay hydrated. It’s a good reminder to take 
a sip of water whenever you take a micro-
break.

Whenever you take a micro-break, stretch 
your body. You can select and change 
between the following stretches;

STRETCH BREAKS

Stretch Break & Gold Sponsor

https://www.actsafe.ca/topic/ergonomics-msi/ergonomic-tips-for-working-from-home-info-sheet/
https://www.actsafe.ca/topic/ergonomics-msi/ergonomic-tips-for-working-from-home-info-sheet/


Why most COVID officer training sucks... what would be better?

Let’s talk about what COVID-19 officer training should/could look like. The good the bad and 
the ugly. We will talk with our industry experts about what it should look like moving forward.

With Steven A. Adelman, Kathy Day, and Dominic Housiaux

Presenting Organization: Event Safety Alliance
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PRIME CONTRACTOR!

Join us as we explore solutions and questions around this hot button topic.

With Don Parman

Presenting Organization: Actsafe Safety Association

Employer Responsibility

Debut of the new Employer Responsibility course.

With Will Heller and Don Parman

Presenting Organization: Actsafe Safety Association

A Systems Approach for Managing the Risk of Fatigue

This session will raise awareness around tasks that are particularly vulnerable to fatigue and 
introduces the steps to conduct a fatigue risk assessment (FRA) to begin to effectively 
manage the risk.

With Heather Kahle

Presenting Organization: WorkSafeBC

Social Event

FRIDAY, FEB 26TH

PERFORMING ARTS STREAM
8.30am–9.00am

9.00am–10.30am

10.30am–11.00am

11.00am–12.30pm

12.30pm–1.30pm

1.30pm–3.00pm

3.00pm–3.30pm

3.30pm–5.00pm

5.30pm–6.45pm

Welcome Message & Networking

Coffee and Stretch Break

Lunch Break

Coffee and Stretch Break

Sponsored by:

Session sponsored by:

Session sponsored by:

Session sponsored by:

Session sponsored by:

https://actsafeconference.ca/2021-schedule/#whatwouldbebetter
https://www.eventsafetyalliance.org/
https://actsafeconference.ca/2021-schedule/#primecontractor
https://www.actsafe.ca/
https://actsafeconference.ca/2021-schedule/#employerresponsibilities
https://www.actsafe.ca/
https://actsafeconference.ca/2021-schedule/#fatigue
https://www.worksafebc.com/en
https://www.trainanddevelop.ca/
http://iatse168.com/
https://www.iatse.com/
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COVID-19 Medical and Safety Officers

Join us for a session with Team Iridia to discuss what COVID-19 has meant to keeping 
cast and crew safe during filming. 

With Vern Biccum and Kathy Day

Presenting Organization: Iridia Medical

Essential Leadership Skills: Creating Constant and Never-Ending Improvement

What indeed creates an extraordinary leader, one who leads effortlessly? How does a leader 
gain Mastery of Leadership Skills and Techniques?

With Glenn Daniels II

Presenting Organization: Touch Stone Publishers

Calltime: Mental Health – a caring approach to substance abuse and addiction in the 
motion picture industry

In this session we’ll explore the issues of substance use, addiction and recovery, and the help 
that’s within reach. This workshop is for both those who are struggling and those who want to 
help.

With Tom Adair, Samantha Armstrong, Gregg Taylor, Lorrie Ward, 
and Stacy Wilson

Presenting Organization: Calltime Mental Health

Intimacy Coordination for the Screen: How Choreographing Scenes of Intimacy Leads to Better 
Safety and Storytelling

Join members of the National Society of Intimacy Professionals as they answer questions around 
performers' safety when they perform scenes of vulnerability or intimacy.
With Sonya JF Barnett, Amanda Cutting, Samantha Jeffery, 
Phay Moores, and Siobhan Richardson

Presenting Organization: National Society of Intimacy Professionals (NSIP) 

Social Event

8.30am–9.00am

9.00am–10.30am

10.30am–11.00am

11.00am–12.30pm

12.30pm–1.30pm

1.30pm–3.00pm

3.00pm–3.30pm

3.30pm–5.00pm

5.30pm–6.45pm

Welcome Message & Networking

Coffee and Stretch Break

Lunch Break

Coffee and Stretch Break

Sponsored by:

FRIDAY, FEB 26TH

MOTION PICTURE STREAM

Session sponsored by:

Session sponsored by:

Session sponsored by:

https://actsafeconference.ca/2021-schedule/#medicalsafetyofficers
https://www.iridiamedical.com/default.aspx
https://actsafeconference.ca/2021-schedule/#essentialleadership
https://touchstonepublishers.com/
https://actsafeconference.ca/2021-schedule/#calltime
https://www.calltimementalhealth.com/
https://actsafeconference.ca/2021-schedule/#intimacy
https://www.ubcpactra.ca/
https://www.iatse.com/
https://www.trainanddevelop.ca/
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This social event and prizes are kindly sponsored by

FRIDAY FEB 26TH

SOCIAL EVENING

Join us at 5.30–6.45pm on Friday evening where Don Parman will 
be hosting three rounds of bingo and we will be presenting our 
Actsafe Safety in Entertainment Awards to our worthy winners!

Snapshots from last years social event

https://www.trainanddevelop.ca/
https://www.actsafe.ca/safety-in-entertainment-awards/
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Breaking up is hard to do: Contract language about cancellation

In this session, we will unpack a few contract terms you hopefully will never have to use, but 
which can determine the future viability of your business as we all look towards getting back 
to work.

With Steven A. Adelman

Presenting Organization: Event Safety Alliance

Fly System Ergonomics

Identifying ergonomic issues with modern fly systems, solutions and comparisons to hemp 
systems.

With Rick Boychuk and Tom Heemskerk

Presenting Organization: Actsafe Safety Association

What Would Don Do…Conference Edition

Join Don for an open discussion about the state of safety in the industry, provide feedback on 
the conference, and help Actsafe plan for the future.

With Don Parman

Presenting Organization: Actsafe Safety Association

Performing Arts Safety Program

Review a safety program in real-time.

With Will Heller and Ace Martens

Presenting Organization: Actsafe Safety Association

8.30am–9.00am

9.00am–10.30am

10.30am–11.00am

11.00am–12.30pm

12.30pm–1.30pm

1.30pm–3.00pm

3.00pm–3.30pm

3.30pm–5.00pm

Welcome Message & Networking

Coffee and Stretch Break

Lunch Break

Coffee and Stretch Break

SATURDAY, FEB 27TH

PERFORMING ARTS STREAM

Session sponsored by:

Session sponsored by:

https://actsafeconference.ca/2021-schedule/#breakingup
https://www.eventsafetyalliance.org/
https://actsafeconference.ca/2021-schedule-saturday/#flysystem
https://www.actsafe.ca/
https://actsafeconference.ca/2021-schedule-saturday/#WWDD
https://www.actsafe.ca/
https://actsafeconference.ca/2021-schedule-saturday/#pasafetyprogram
https://www.actsafe.ca/
http://iatse168.com/
https://www.iatse.net/


8.30am–9.00am

9.00am–10.30am

10.30am–11.00am

11.00am–12.30pm

12.30pm–1.30pm

1.30pm–3.00pm

3.00pm–3.30pm

3.30pm–5.00pm

Welcome Message & Networking
Is it a brain injury? Responding to a concussion when it happens

In this session, participants will learn how to recognize a potential brain injury and the 
immediate response needed to promote proper recovery and avoid long-term consequences. 

With Dr. Shelina Babul and Lori Stewart

Presenting Organization: BC Injury Prevention & Research Unit

Lessons Learned - How COVID-19 Safety Policies impacted production in B.C. - a 
roundtable discussion

Join members from Calltime: Mental Health and management from productions in Vancouver 
as they discuss how COVID-19 has impacted their way of life during the course of production.

With Jill Christensen, Hans Dayal, Colleen Mitchell, Scott Parson, 
and Gregg Taylor

Presenting Organization: Calltime Mental Health

Growing Our Creative Workforce

As we look to welcoming new workers into our industry, we want to ensure fair and balanced 
representation and opportunities for underrepresented groups and some of the tools to 
support that industry-wide goal.

With Pahull Bains, Joan Jenkinson, Anthony Jiwa, Lisa Purdy, and Valerie Sing Turner
Moderator: Prem Gill

Presenting Organization: Creative BC

Not Being Racist Is No Longer Enough

In this session, participants will examine the different kinds of diversity, the business case (or 
business imperative) for a more inclusive workplace, and also explore the organizational 
stage-by-stage process towards fostering a work environment where people with profound 
differences thrive.

With Alden E. Habacon

Presenting Organization: Inclusive Excellence Strategy

Session sponsored by:

Coffee and Stretch Break

Lunch Break

Coffee and Stretch Break
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SATURDAY, FEB 27TH

MOTION PICTURE STREAM

Session sponsored by:

Session sponsored by:

Session sponsored by:

https://actsafeconference.ca/2021-schedule/#isitabraininjury
https://www.injuryresearch.bc.ca/
https://actsafeconference.ca/2021-schedule-saturday/#lessonslearned
https://www.calltimementalhealth.com/
https://www.creativebc.com/
https://actsafeconference.ca/2021-schedule-saturday/#nolonger
http://www.aldenhabacon.com/
https://actsafeconference.ca/2021-schedule-saturday/#growingourworkforce


12

Health & Safety Sponsor

https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/books-guides/health-safety-motion-picture-television-production


2021 SPEAKERS

Steven A. Adelman
VP Event Safety 

Alliance

Samantha Armstrong
Reporting Counsellor 

at TWC

Dr. Shelina Babul
Associate Director & Sports 
Injury Specialist, BC Injury 
Research and Prevention 

Unit

Pahull Bains
Outreach and 

Marketing Manager 
Reelworld Film Festival

Sonya JF Barnett
IPA-Certified Intimacy 

Coordinator

Vern Biccum
President

Iridia Medical

Rick Boychuk
Specialist Consultant 

in stage rigging

Amanda Cutting
Intimacy Coordinator 
and Director with IDC

Glenn Daniels II
Chief Operating 

Officer
Touch Stone Publishers

Kathy Day
Covid-19 Collections 

Specialist
Iridia Medical

Hans Dayal
Production and 

Location Manager

Prem Gill
Chief Executive 

Officer Creative BC

Alden E. Habacon
Diversity & Inclusion 

Strategist
Inclusive Excellence 

Strategy Solutions Inc.

Tom Heemskerk
Head Stage 

Carpenter, Victoria’s 
Royal Theatre
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Silver Sponsor



2021 SPEAKERS
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Dominic Housiaux
Principal of Lankey & 

Limey Ltd.

Samantha Jeffrey
Intimacy 

Director/Coordinator

Joan Jenkinson
Executive Director 

Black Screen Office

Anthony Jiwa
Head of CMO at 

OUTtv

Heather Kahle
Human Factors 

Specialist/Ergonomist 
Risk Analysis Unit 

WorkSafeBC

Ace Martens
Theatre Practitioner 

Interdisciplinary 
Performer

Phay Moores
Intimacy Director

Don Parman
Manager, Performing 
Arts Programs & Live 

Events

Scott Parsons 
Production Safety 
Specialist TWDC

Lisa Purdy
President Notio Media

Siobhan Richardson
Intimacy Director and 

Coordinator

Lori Stewart
Stunt Community Liaison and 
the Health & Safety Performer 

Advocate, UBCP/ACTR

Gregg Taylor
Registered Clinical 

Counsellor

Valerie Sing Turner
Founding Artistic 

Producer, Visceral Visions, 
Founder|Creative Director, 

CultureBrew.Art

Stacy Wilson
Executive Director 

Together We Can Society

Will Heller
Safety Advisor, 

Performing Arts and 
Live Events

Gold Sponsor
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THANKS TO OUR EXHIBITORS

Make sure to visit all of our trade show booths on the conference floor. Our wonderful 
exhibitors are looking forward to connecting with you virtually!

TRADE SHOW

Silver Sponsor

https://www.dgc.ca/en/british-columbia/
https://www.ubcpactra.ca/
https://safetylineloneworker.com/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/employment-business/employment-standards-advice/personal-injury-and-workplace-safety
https://www.iatse.net/
https://www.iatse.com/
http://www.iatse118.com/
http://iatse168.com/
https://icg669.com/


To ensure our members continued to be trained, we transformed many of our in-class 
courses into virtual formats to maintain, and in some cases, improve their accessibility 

to our industries, which you can find via the buttons below.
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Subscribe

Motion Picture Safety for Supervisors

Motion Picture Industry Orientation

Performing Arts Safety Awareness

Performing Arts Safety for Supervisors

Joint Health & Safety Committee 
Fundamentals

COVID-19 RESOURCES & COURSES

To be notified in real-time of Actsafe COVID-19 updates to 
protocols and resources, subscribe to our notification list.

Check out our full course catalogue here

The Actsafe Entertainment Safety Conference was made 
virtual due to the global COVID-19 pandemic.

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, the Actsafe team has 
been creating and curating resources we believe to be of 

value to our industries, including a COVID-19 Safety 
Procedures course.

You can access these resources via our dedicated COVID-
19 webpage here.

https://www.actsafe.ca/covid-19-subscription/
https://www.actsafe.ca/motion-picture-safety-for-supervisors/
https://www.actsafe.ca/motion-picture-industry-orientation/
https://www.actsafe.ca/performing-arts-safety-awareness/
https://www.actsafe.ca/performing-arts-safety-for-supervisors/
https://www.actsafe.ca/joint-health-safety-committee-fundamentals/
https://www.actsafe.ca/courses-certifications/
https://www.actsafe.ca/actsafes-covid-19-safety-procedures-course/
https://www.actsafe.ca/covid-19-resources-for-the-arts-and-entertainment-industries/


17

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The Actsafe Entertainment Safety Conference would not have been possible without the support 
of our industries, standing committees, Board of Directors, sponsors, exhibitors, speakers, and all of 

our attendees, so thank you to each and every one of you.

Actsafe would like to give special thanks to Aidan Cosgrave, Eden Weiss, and Graham Frampton 
from JST Productions for all of their hard work in making our conference a virtual one this year. 

This event was brought to you by the Actsafe Safety Association Team

Natalli Dias Carolyn Fisher       Gaurav Gupta        Will Heller Maureen Kaake Anand Kanna

Harnak Lalli Jennifer Lane Manu Nellutla Don Parman Ella Pritchard         Lisa Wild
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