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Raising A Reader Massachusetts Awarded 2021 Library of Congress State 
Literacy Award 
 
Massachusetts Center for the Book (MCB) has announced that Raising A Reader 
Massachusetts is the recipient of the 2021 Library of Congress/Massachusetts State 
Literacy Award. Funding for the state literacy awards program, a growing component of 
the Library of Congress Literacy Awards, is made possible through the generous support 
of David M. Rubenstein, co-founder of The Carlyle Group and a major benefactor of our 
nation’s library. 
 
Working in Greater Boston and 10 Gateway Cities, Raising A Reader Massachusetts 
(RAR-MA) has used its intervention program to provide informative, safe, and inclusive 
spaces for families and their young children to learn dialogic reading methods -- the 
foundation of RAR-MA's program. Working with children between birth and age six, 
RAR-MA and its partners provide tools, tips, and resources to families from diverse 
backgrounds.  
 
In the past year, RAR-MA has successfully transitioned from in-person workshops and 
events to a virtual environment in which online resources, virtual story times, and a new 
family resource portal -- found at www.raisingareaderma.org/families -- deliver 
programs to families. 
 
"Throughout our 15-year history, Raising A Reader Massachusetts has advocated for 
equal access to literacy learning opportunities for young children,” said Christine Ward, 
Executive Director of RAR-MA. “Our families live within some of Massachusetts' most 
high-need communities, and the coronavirus pandemic has exacerbated the struggles 
that many of our families deal with each day. Our team has been resilient, working 
throughout the last 12 months to ensure that our families and partners continue to 
receive the support they need to keep children learning. We are honored to receive the 
2021 Library of Congress/Massachusetts State Literacy Award in recognition of our 

	  



mission to eliminate the literacy opportunity gap in the lives of children in 
Massachusetts." 
 
MCB Executive Director Sharon Shaloo noted that the mission of RAR-MA 
complements the outreach fostered in public libraries: “We admire the work and also 
the resilience of Raising A Reader in a year that has presented numerous challenges, and 
we look forward to working with them on future projects in Massachusetts’ Gateway 
Cities.” 
 
A virtual celebration of the award was held on April 16, with Representative Natalie M. 
Higgins of Leominster, a House Co-Chair of the Library Legislative Caucus, and Krista 
McLeod, Director of Nevins Memorial Library (Methuen) and Clerk of Board, 
Massachusetts Center for the Book, making the presentation to Christine Ward of 
Raising A Reader Massachusetts. 
 
The Massachusetts Center for the Book, chartered as the Commonwealth Affiliate of the 
Center for the Book in the Library of Congress, is a public-private partnership charged 
with developing, supporting and promoting cultural programming that advances the 
cause of books and reading and enhances the outreach potential of Massachusetts public 
libraries.  For more information, contact info@massbook.org or visit 
http://massbook.org/.   
	  
	  


