
 

 
 

COST MODEL RESOURCES 
 
A cost model is an approach to measuring the true cost of implementing and maintaining a program or service 
compared to its revenue. Depending on how the tool is structured, it can provide cost variations attributed to 
policy changes, quality characteristics, and structural choices.  The Children’s Funding Project believes developing 
an effective, state- or community-specific cost model tool is a critical step in developing a strategy to close equity 
and opportunity gaps for children and youth. The following tables provide cost modeling resources from across the 
country. 

 
COST MODEL REPORTS 
The following table provides links to reports on cost modeling studies. Most of the reports pertain to child care, 
preschool, rate setting, and quality rating and improvement systems. 
 

LOCATION  LINK TO REPORT 

Arkansas 

Making Quality Ends Meet: 2019-2021 Cost Projections for AR Early Childhood Care 
& Education 

Making Quality Ends Meet: UAMS examines 2014 Arkansas early childhood program 
operation costs 

Chicago 
Technical Report: Estimating the Cost of a High-Quality, Universal Preschool System 
for Chicago 

Colorado Bearing the Cost of Early Care and Education in Colorado: An Economic Analysis 

Delaware 
Cost of Quality Care Study 

Modeling Quality Costs for Delaware Stars: Interim Report on Program Costs of 
Quality in Centers 

District of Columbia Modeling the Cost of Child Care in the District of Columbia 

Florida (Southwest) The Cost of Preparing Students for Kindergarten in Southwest Florida 

Illinois Illinois Cost Model For Early Childhood Education and Care Services 

Kentucky Building Blocks: The Kentucky Early Childhood Cost of Quality Study 

Los Angeles 
A Comprehensive Fiscal Analysis of the Los Angeles County Early Care and Education 
System 

Maryland A Comprehensive Analysis of Prekindergarten in Maryland 

Minnesota Minnesota Cost Modeling Report 

New Jersey Quality Costs How Much? Estimating the Cost of Quality Child Care in New Jersey 

New York New York State Cost of Quality Child Care Study 

North Carolina 
Study Child Care Subsidy Rate Setting: Session Law 2016-94, Section 12B.2 
Study Costs and Effectiveness Associated with NC Pre-K Slots 

Ohio 
The Dollars and Cents of Early Learning: Investing in Success: A Summary of Findings 
From groundWork’s Early Childhood Financing Project 

Oklahoma Estimating the Cost of Quality Early Childhood Care and Education in Oklahoma 

Oregon Understanding the Cost of Quality Child Care in Oregon 

Pennsylvania The Cost of Child Care in Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island The Cost of Quality Early Learning in Rhode Island: Interim Report 

https://familymedicine.uams.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/57/2019/09/Making-Quality-Ends-Meet_Modeling-AR-Min-Wage-Increases_2019-2021_FINAL.pdf
https://familymedicine.uams.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/57/2019/09/Making-Quality-Ends-Meet_Modeling-AR-Min-Wage-Increases_2019-2021_FINAL.pdf
https://humanservices.arkansas.gov/images/uploads/dccece/QRIS%20Making%20Quality%20Ends%20Meet-highlights%20-%202014.pdf
https://humanservices.arkansas.gov/images/uploads/dccece/QRIS%20Making%20Quality%20Ends%20Meet-highlights%20-%202014.pdf
http://3ia2qo49aq3t30ap983kxt9x-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/IAFC-Technical-Report-FINAL_UPK-Cost-Model.pdf
http://3ia2qo49aq3t30ap983kxt9x-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/IAFC-Technical-Report-FINAL_UPK-Cost-Model.pdf
https://earlymilestones.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Bearing-the-Cost-of-ECE-in-Colorado.pdf
https://education.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/oel_PDG_2020_05_cost_of_quality_care_study.pdf
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/32539
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/32539
https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/publication/attachments/Modeling%20the%20Cost%20of%20Child%20Care%20in%20the%20District%20of%20Columbia%20-%202016_0.pdf
http://futurereadycollier.org/wp-content/uploads/Florida-ECE-Costing-Out-Study-Report-Final-with-Cover.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/OECD/Documents/Illinois%20ECEC%20Cost%20Model%20report%20December%202019.pdf
http://prichardcommittee.org/wp-content/uploads/Cost-of-Quality-Brief-November-2017.pdf
https://www.first5la.org/uploads/files/a-comprehensive-fiscal-analysis-of-the-los-angeles-county-early-care-and-education-system_870.pdf
https://www.first5la.org/uploads/files/a-comprehensive-fiscal-analysis-of-the-los-angeles-county-early-care-and-education-system_870.pdf
http://marylandpublicschools.org/Documents/adequacystudy/MDPreKComprehensiveAnalysis011316.pdf
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-7180-ENG
http://acnj.org/downloads/2017_04_25_Quality%20Costs%20How%20Much_reduced.pdf
https://raisingnewyork.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/12/NY-Cost-of-Quality-Report-Raising-NY.pdf
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/37105
https://buildthefoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Costs-Associated-with-NC-PreK-Study.pdf
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/32467
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/32467
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA280-1.html
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019I1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/222193
https://s35729.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Cost_of_Care_Report_FINAL.pdf
https://qrisnetwork.org/state_resource/2014/cost-quality-early-learning-rhode-island-interim-report


San Francisco San Francisco Comprehensive Fiscal Analysis: Analysis and Recommendations 

Texas (Tarrant & Dallas 
counties) 

The cost of quality child care study: A community release and recommendations 

Virginia Virginia Preschool Initiative Plus Cost Study Final Report 

Washington Modeling the Cost of Quality in Early Achievers CENTERS and FAMILY CHILD CARE 

National 

Transforming the Financing of Early Care and Education 

The True Cost of Providing Safe Child Care During the Coronavirus Pandemic 

Where Does your Child Care Dollar Go? 
Understanding the True Cost of Care for Infants and Toddlers 

The Cost of Quality Out-of-School Time Programs 

 
COST CALCULATORS & COST MODEL TOOLS 
The following table provides links to several free, interactive tools and calculators for various childhood 
programs/services that allow users to modify with state level data and program characteristics. 
 

TYPE OF RESOURCE LINK TO RESOURCE 

Cost calculator for child care centers, homes, and 
levels of QRIS  

Provider Cost of Quality Calculator 

Cost & cost effectiveness tool for educational & social 
programs 

CBCSE Cost Tool Kit 

Tools for developing child care cost model Conducting a Child Care Cost of Quality Study: A 
Toolkit for States and Communities 

Preschool cost calculator Cost of Preschool Quality & Revenue Calculator 

After-School & Out-of-School Calculator Out-of-School Time Cost Calculator 

 

https://sfoece.org/2017/02/07/san-francisco-comprehensive-fiscal-analysis/
http://earlylearningntx.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Cost-of-Quality-Study.pdf
http://www.schoolreadinessconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/VPI-Cost-Study-2019-Final-Report_FINAL_9.30.19.pdf
https://leg.wa.gov/JointCommittees/Archive/CCIFTF/Documents/10-23-13/Anne%20Mitchell%20Cost%20of%20Quality%20Model.pdf
https://www.nap.edu/read/24984/chapter/1
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/early-childhood/reports/2020/09/03/489900/true-cost-providing-safe-child-care-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/early-childhood/reports/2018/02/14/446330/child-care-dollar-go/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/early-childhood/reports/2018/11/15/460970/understanding-true-cost-child-care-infants-toddlers/
https://www.wallacefoundation.org/knowledge-center/Documents/The-Cost-of-Quality-of-Out-of-School-Time-Programs.pdf
https://www.ecequalitycalculator.com/Login.aspx
https://www.cbcsecosttoolkit.org/
https://www.thencit.org/sites/default/files/2019-03/Cost%20of%20Quality%20Toolkit.pdf
https://www.thencit.org/sites/default/files/2019-03/Cost%20of%20Quality%20Toolkit.pdf
http://ceelo.org/cost-of-preschool-%20quality-tool/
https://www.wallacefoundation.org/cost-of-quality/pages/default.aspx

