
 
 
Toolkit: Get Your City to Pass a Resolution to Cut Ties with Insurance Companies 
That Are Insuring Fossil Fuels  
 
Background 
 

Averting catastrophic climate change is the most important challenge of this century, 
and the global community needs to urgently scale up efforts to mitigate the climate crisis. We 
have no chance to keep average global temperature increases well below 2°C if we don’t 
immediately accelerate the transition from coal, tar sands and other fossil fuels to clean 
energy sources.  

The insurance industry has the potential to help accelerate this transition, but it 
needs to change. Insurance companies are supposed to protect us from catastrophic risks. 
Yet when it comes to the largest threat to humanity, insurers are fueling global warming in 
two ways: 1) providing insurance coverage to fossil fuel projects like coal plants and oil 
pipelines and 2) investing their customers’ premiums in fossil fuel companies. 

Several major global insurance companies have committed to no longer insure and to 
divest from coal and tar sands. However, the US insurance industry is seriously lagging 
behind - they are acting as the lifeline to dying fossil fuel industries through their insurance 
coverage and investments. 

This is where your city comes in. Cities and counties are big customers of the 
insurance industry and are in a position to pressure these companies to change. City council 
resolutions are an effective way to raise the issue’s profile and threaten insurers with loss of 
customers. If enough cities pass resolutions calling on their insurers to stop investing and 
insuring fossil fuels, they will pose a considerable threat to the insurance industry’s 
bottomline and reputation and push the insurance industry into action. 

A note on resolutions: Depending on your city council’s authority, resolutions may be 
be binding and actually change the city policy or they may be advisory and act as a powerful 
message; they could also influence city policy without mandating it. More on this below. 

 
This is a step-by-step guide to get your city on board. Please contact Mary Sweeters at 
mary@sunriseproject.net to get started and we’ll offer support along the way. 
 
Step 1: Identify a likely sponsor or champion for the resolution in your city 
government. 
 
The first step is to identify a city council member to introduce the resolution. You can often 
figure this out by researching your city council members or mayor, whose biographies are 
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often online. Some cities have an environment commission, board, or agency. Those are 
great places to start. 
 
It may also help to ask your friends or neighbors if they know who in the city government is 
pro-environment or a leader on climate initiatives. 
 
Step 2: Reach out to the person or persons you’ve identified as possible champions. 
 
Here’s a sample letter to use when reaching out to the council member you’ve identified. We 
also suggest sending along a sample resolution. It may be more effective to email a staff 
person that works specifically on environmental issues for the council member. You can 
usually figure out who that person is with a quick phone call to their office. 
 
An email may not be enough to get this moving. A follow-up phone call or two are often 
necessary. Polite persistence is important here. If necessary, consider asking another 
council member. 
 
Step 3: Ask for an in-person meeting and start mobilizing. 
 
Schedule an in-person meeting to discuss the resolution with the council member or their 
staff, or show up to the office, where you’ll most likely speak with staff, if it’s not a 
pre-arranged meeting. Here is a handout that provides some talking points and that you can 
share with staff.  
 
Ideally, you’ll leave the meeting with some clarity on your next steps. Things to consider: 

- What was the initial reaction or feedback? Will the council member take this 
up to sponsor? Did they request more information or would they like to see a 
sample resolution? 

- Identify steps needed to bring this to rest of council or to go to another 
member or entity within the city if needed. 

- Share the outcome with us - we’re happy to talk through next steps with you. 
 

Step 4: Follow up with city officials in order to get this issue on an upcoming meeting 
agenda and prepare to make a brief presentation if requested (we’ll help you prepare).  
 
After the resolution is moving forward, make a plan to ensure the city council will pass the 
resolution:  

● Identify how many yes votes you have for sure - is it enough to pass the resolution? If 
not, talk with the council members who are unsure to find out what information will 
help secure their vote in favor. 

● Have people in the community send letters of support, sign a petition to the council, 
and make calls into the city council’s office. 

● Turn people out to the city council meeting at which the resolution will be up for a 
vote. A Facebook event page is a good way to recruit and share details of the 
meeting with the community. 
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● Contact local journalists to let them know about the resolution and its significance. 
Encourage them to come to the meeting. The Insure Our Future campaign can help 
you identify a reporter and provide materials for outreach.  

● Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper. Feel free to use this sample letter 
to the editor as a template. 

 
Step 5: The City Council may vote on the resolution that night or move to vote at the 
next meeting.  
 
Mobilize your friends and supporters to show up for the vote and distribute talking points to 
help them prepare a public comment. Be prepared for either a win or a loss. If the Council 
moves to vote at the next meeting, don’t be discouraged. You’ve done a great job bringing 
this important issue to their attention, and you have extra time to convince them to vote in 
favor of the resolution. Repeat the tactics from Step 4, especially phone calls to the city 
council. 
 
Step 6: Press and thank-yous. 
 
Contact Mary at Insure Our Future (mary@sunriseproject.net) right away to let us know the 
outcome of the vote - we can help put out a press release announcing its passage, with a 
quote from you and/or the council member(s) who introduced it. You’ll also want to send 
letters thanking any elected representatives who sponsored and voted for the resolution. 
Celebrate! 
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