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Room for Improvement in Colorado 

Pre-registration Rates 
31% of 16- and 17-year-olds are pre-registered 

  

 

Los Angeles, CA -- Colorado high school students are eligible to pre-register to vote at the age of 16 or 

17. Once pre-registered, they are automatically registered to vote once they reach 18-years old.  

 

A new analysis reported by The Civics Center reveals that only 31% of 16- and 17-year olds in Colorado 

were pre-registered to vote in 2018. Pre-registration rates vary widely among Colorado counties. The 

Civics Center is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that encourages high school voter registration and 

civic engagement. 

 

Approximately 156,000 Coloradan 16- and 17-year olds have pre-registered to vote since the law took 

effect, according to the Colorado Secretary of State’s Office. In addition, over 60% of Colorado youth 

voted in 2018 while only 31% of young people voted nationwide in 2018.  

 

Despite this, more than half of the counties in Colorado had pre-registration rates lower than 30% in 

2018. 

 

In El Paso County, which has the largest population of 16- and 17-year olds in the state, only 26% of 

youth were pre-registered to vote. Baca County, by contrast, had the highest rate of 

pre-registration--61%--and the lowest population of 16- and 17- year olds in the state. 

 

“Pre-registering teens is vital to getting young people to vote and ensuring they have a say in shaping 

their future,” said The Civics Center’s Director Laura W. Brill, a practicing attorney and former law clerk 

to Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. The Civics Center encourages high schools to help students appreciate 

the importance of citizenship by providing a structure for student-led voter registration efforts, including 

scheduling, training, and oversight. In addition, it urges students to take a leading role by starting clubs 

that promote peer-to-peer registration.  

 

Congressman Joe Neguse (CO) has recently proposed a federal form of this law--called The Next 

Generation Votes Act--in hopes of using Colorado as an example for creating opportunities for young 

students and voters. “I worked on enacting pre-registration and online voter registration across the 

state of Colorado,” said Congressman Neguse. “The Next Generation Votes Act takes these successful 

programs nationwide, ensuring that our young people are engaged and active in the political process 

early.” 

https://thecivicscenter.org/
https://thecivicscenter.org/
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2019/02/22/colorado-register-vote-drivers-license/
https://civicyouth.org/young-people-dramatically-increase-their-turnout-31-percent-shape-2018-midterm-elections/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/734
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/734
https://neguse.house.gov/media/press-releases/congressman-joe-neguse-introduces-federal-voter-pre-registration-bill
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Based on data provided by the Colorado Secretary of State and Colorado Department of Local Affairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

About The Civics Center.  

The Civics Center is dedicated to building the foundations of youth civic participation in high schools 

through education, research, advocacy, and volunteer organizing. The Civics Center is a project of 

Community Partners, a charitable 501(c)(3) organization. For more information, please visit 

www.TheCivicsCenter.org.  

 

Contact:  Laura W. Brill, lwb@thecivicscenter.org, 310-272-7922. 

http://www.thecivicscenter.org/
mailto:lwb@thecivicscenter.org

