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New Study Reveals 14% of Utah 16- and 17-year-olds  

Are Pre-registered to Vote 
County pre-registration rates range from 3% to 32% 

 

Los Angeles, CA -- Utah high school students are allowed to pre-register to vote at the ages of 16 and 17. 

Once pre-registered, students are automatically eligible to vote when they turn 18.  

 

The Civics Center’s new analysis reveals that 14% of 16- and 17-year-olds in the state are pre-registered 

to vote. The Civics Center is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to high school voter 

registration and youth civic engagement.  

 

After the Utah Legislature passed a law in April of 2018, pre-registered 17-year-olds who will turn 18 on 

or before the next general election are qualified to vote in any regular, municipal, or presidential 

primary election. The 2018 primary elections made Utah history as they were the first to allow 

pre-registered 17-year-olds to cast a ballot in the state. 

 

Despite the promise of this new law, more than two-thirds of the counties in Utah had fewer than 20% 

of 16- and 17-year-olds pre-registered.  

 

Utah’s pre-registration rate is comparable to the rate in California, but falls far below the rates in 

Oregon and Colorado, both of which have pre-registration rates around 30%.  

 

Summit County has the highest pre-registration rate in the state, with 32% of 16- and 17-year olds 

pre-registered.  In Salt Lake County, with the highest youth population in the state, 16% of the county’s 

16- and 17-year-olds were pre-registered to vote.  Carbon County has the lowest pre-registration rate in 

the state, with only 3% of 16- and 17-year olds pre-registered.  

 

“Pre-registering teens is vital to getting young people to vote and ensuring they have an opportunity to 

shape their future,” said The Civics Center’s Director Laura W. Brill, a practicing attorney and former law 

clerk to Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. The Civics Center offers resources to high schools to promote voter 

registration.  

 

In a state with the youngest population in the nation , many Utahns are concerned about youth voter 

registration and participation. “It’s the most dangerous thing for our republic if people think they don’t 

want to get involved, or that their vote doesn’t matter,” said Jason Perry, Director of the Hinckley 

Institute of Politics at the University of Utah --an organization concerned with youth civic engagement. 

“In Utah, we need to do a better job of showing up.” 

https://le.utah.gov/~2018/bills/static/HB0281.html
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/UT
https://www.abc4.com/news/local-news/easier-voting-laws-in-utah-aim-to-improve-low-voter-turnout/
https://www.abc4.com/news/local-news/easier-voting-laws-in-utah-aim-to-improve-low-voter-turnout/


 
 

Top 20 Utah Counties 
Based on Pre-Registration Data 

 

Descending by percentage pre-registered           Descending by number pre-registered  

  

 

Based on data provided from the United States Census Bureau and The Utah Lieutenant Governor’s Office. 
 

 

 

About The Civics Center.  

The Civics Center is dedicated to building the foundations of youth civic participation in high schools 

through education, research, advocacy, and volunteer organizing. The Civics Center is a project of 

Community Partners, a charitable 501(c)(3) organization. For more information, please visit 

www.TheCivicsCenter.org.  

 

Contact:  Laura W. Brill, lwb@thecivicscenter.org, 310-272-7922. 

http://www.thecivicscenter.org/
mailto:lwb@thecivicscenter.org

