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Delaware’s Pre-registration Rates Lag Behind Many States 

11% of 16- and 17-year-olds are pre-registered 
  

Los Angeles, CA -- In Delaware, 16- and 17-year-old high school students are eligible to pre-register to 

vote. Pre-registration automatically registers students to vote upon their 18th birthday. 

 

In September of 2010, Delaware became the 8th state to encourage youth civic engagement upon 

signing House Bill 381, which enables 16-year olds to pre-register to vote when they apply for their 

driver’s licenses at the Department of Motor Vehicle.  

 

According to The Civics Center’s new analysis, as of July 2019, only  11% of 16- and 17-year-olds in 

Delaware are pre-registered to vote. The Civics Center is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated 

to promoting voter participation, pre-registration, and youth civic engagement.  

 

In the 2016 Election Performance Index (EPI), Delaware ranked third nationally given its voter 

registration rate of 86.99% which slightly surpassed the National Average of 84.18%. Through 

technology like the iVoter voter portal -- which enables Delaware residents to register to vote, view their 

sample ballot, and request an absentee ballot--and the Delaware Governor’s efforts to garner support 

for his series of Common Sense Voting Reforms , the state has demonstrated its commitment to 

increasing the accessibility and efficiency of election services. 

 

Despite Delaware’s high voter registration rate and efforts to continuously increase the accessibility of 

voting, this progress is yet to be reflected in the numbers concerning youth pre-registration.  

 

In New Castle County, which contains Delaware’s largest population of 16 and 17-year-olds in the state, 

only about 7% were pre-registered to vote. In contrast, Kent County had the lowest population of 16- 

and 17-year olds, but the largest estimated pre-registration rate at 32%.  

 

“Pre-registering teens is vital to ensuring that students have an opportunity to shape their future,” said 

The Civic Center’s Director Laura W. Brill, a practicing attorney and former law clerk to Justice Ruth 

Bader Ginsburg. The Civics Center urges students to take the lead by starting clubs that promote 

peer-to-peer registration and is committed to supporting and guiding students through this process.  

 

“We ought to make it as easy as possible, not harder, for eligible Delawareans to exercise their right to 

vote,” said  Delaware Governor John Carney. “Throughout our country’s history, Americans have 

sacrificed to secure voting rights for women and African Americans. We have an obligation to build on 

that legacy by taking additional steps that will strengthen voter access for Delawareans and increase 

participation in our elections.” 

https://www.milfordbeacon.com/article/20100909/NEWS/309099977
https://thecivicscenter.org/
https://elections.mit.edu/
https://ivote.de.gov/
https://ivote.de.gov/
https://governor.delaware.gov/voting-reforms/
https://news.delaware.gov/2019/01/08/voting-reforms/
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Based on data provided from the Delaware Secretary of State and the United States Census. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About The Civics Center  

The Civics Center is dedicated to building the foundations of youth civic participation in high schools 

through education, research, advocacy, and volunteer organizing. The Civics Center is a project of 

Community Partners, a charitable 501(c)(3) organization. For more information, please visit 

www.TheCivicsCenter.org.  

 

For our reports on pre-registration in California, Colorado , Oregon ,and Utah , please see our prior posts 

in the links provided.  

 

Contact:  Laura W. Brill, lwb@thecivicscenter.org, 310-272-7922. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thecivicscenter.org/
https://thecivicscenter.org/blog/2019/3/12/oa7m0gkdcon7xc11y6jk2s4zdua2mk
https://thecivicscenter.org/blog/2019/6/20/room-for-improvement-in-colorado-pre-registration-rates
https://thecivicscenter.org/blog/2019/7/9/new-oregon-study-finds-29-of-16-and-17-year-olds-are-pre-registered-to-vote-statewide
https://thecivicscenter.org/blog/2019/7/24/new-study-reveals-14-of-utah-16-and-17-year-olds-are-pre-registered-to-vote
mailto:lwb@thecivicscenter.org

