
Call for Artists | 2022
Painted Park 
Benches RFP

Project Title:
Whimsical Painted Park Benches

Theme:
Works that celebrate the  
convergence of art and nature.

Location:
Lexington Manor Passive Park

Deadline for Submission:
January 24, 2022

Sponsored by:



Call to Artists / Request for Proposals

Project Title/Theme:
Whimsical Painted Park Benches
Deadline for Submission: January 24, 2022

ELIGIBILITY:
• It is preferred that applying artists have successfully completed other art projects of a similar scale.
• Proven ability to meet requirements and deadlines.
• Priority will be given to local St Mary’s County artists but any Maryland artist can apply. 
• The St. Mary’s County Arts Council does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, color,  
  national origin, age, ancestry, disability, economic status, or gender identity.

PROJECT OVERVIEW
The St. Mary’s County Arts Council is partnering with the Department of Recreation & Parks to create an Art 
Park on a parcel of land known as The Lexington Manor Passive Park. The Park is located in Lexington Park 
across from the Patuxent River Naval Air Station. The Park will include public art such as murals, sculpture, 
outdoor tables and stationary seating. The long term plan for the park will include a stage, a community 
garden, exercise/play stations and a new pavilion. A new restroom has recently been completed and the park 
currently includes a disk golf course as well as the Newtowne Theater.

This design competition will include the review of application materials with the intent of identifying 5 artists 
and their designs most favored by the selection panel. Each of the 5 artists selected will paint one bench, and 
will be awarded $800 upon the completion of their project.

BACKGROUND/DESCRIPTION 
The Lexington Manor Park is a passive park located across Three Notch Road across from Patuxent River 
Naval Air Station. It is a parcel that is owned by St. Mary’s County and run by St. Mary’s County Recreation 
and Parks. The parcel was the site of the Lexington Manor housing project, which was military housing built 
in the 1940’s for employees of the Patuxent River Naval Base.  The housing was torn down in the 1980’s but 
many of the cherry trees that were planted from the beginning still remain. We plan to have the benches in-
stalled in time for the Cherry Blossom Festival on March 24, 2022 in the Park.

PROJECT DESIGN CRITERIA
Overall design criteria that will help guide the selection of  the artist finalists are:
• Artwork that will complement the project site.
• Artists responding to the “Colorful, Whimsical, Inspired by Nature” theme.
• Imaginative, colorful design as presented in color design sketch.
• Examples of design elements: flora and fauna, plants, flowers, animals, birds, etc. (Examples -  Page 5)
• Artists may include signature on bench (signature not to exceed 1” x 6”)
• There will be a plaque affixed to the front of the bench to recognize the sponsorship of the  
  Lexington Park Lions Club, which we will provide.

There is no stated stylistic preference anticipated to be of interest to the Selection Panel.



• Benches will be supplied to the finalists 
• Bench material will be constructed in wood, 4’ in Length (bench prototype on page 4)
• Priming of the benches will be completed by a separate subcontractor.
• A one-of-a-kind original design executed in outdoor acrylics painted on 4’ bench.
• Artists are required to seal the bench after completion of the project.
• Benches will be transported and available to be painted at the Carver Recreation Center, on 235 in Lexing-
ton Park, which is an indoor location.  Artists may choose to pick up benches from there and transport to a 
location of their choice. Further project information and guidance will be given to artist finalists.

BUDGET
• Artists will be paid $800 upon completion of the project. 
• This artwork budget will reflect all costs associated with the artist portion of the project, including:  
  design, application, travel/transportation, paint and materials. 

TIMELINE:
• Deadline for submission: January 24, 2022
• Selection Committee to review eligible applicants and select 5 Finalists by January 28, 2022
• Anticipated project completion: on or before March 18, 2022

APPLICATION PROCESS
• Please submit a cover letter stating your specific interest and qualifications  
  for the project. Include your name, address, telephone number, and email address.
• Provide at least 3 examples of previous work.
• Your submission(s) must include up to two concept proposals describing and illustrating in paint with pro-
posed color scheme of the design idea for this project.
• Up to two submissions per artist will be accepted.

Email your submission to info@smcart.org with the subject line “Painted bench submission”

Or you can mail you submission to:
St. Mary’s County Arts Council
PO Box 1310
Leonardtown, MD 20650

Or drop it off at our office from Wednesday - Saturday from 11am - 4pm
22660 Washington Street
Leonardtown, Md 20650






