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By Jessica A. York
jyork@santacruzsentinel.com
@reporterjess on Twitter

SANTA CRUZ » A host of new city
laws aimed at curbing nuisance
conduct are in the works, ordi-
nances that would a�ect heavily
those living on the city’s streets.

Prominent among the ideas
that Santa Cruz Police Chief Andy
Mills plans to shop around the
community, including the more
than 50 people gathered Wednes-
day night at a Santa Cruz Neigh-
bors meeting, is a revamped city
no-camping ordinance. The new
law, as discussed this week, may

focus on restricting signs of day-
time encampments in public loca-
tions from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. The
city’s Community Advisory Com-
mittee on Homelessness also has
been seeking public engagement
on a revised ordinance recom-
mendation, due for city consider-
ation Feb. 25.

“Let me emphasize it one more
time: This is not going to solve
any homeless problems,” Mills
told an audience of housed res-
idents and homelessness-issues
advocates alike. “The purpose
is to control behaviors that af-
fect our businesses, that a�ect
our community, that a�ect our

citizens — both housed and un-
housed.”

Mills said he was seeking in-
put on the rough-draft ordi-
nance ideas before bringing for-
mal proposals to the Santa Cruz
City Council for consideration.
He added that he planned to an-
nounce some four or five addi-
tional community input meeting
dates for March.

One audience member, describ-
ing himself as “tired” of illegal ac-
tivities, asked Mills what citizens
can be empowered to do in reac-
tion to sco�aws, to which Mills
stressed that he did not support
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On-deck laws target nuisance behaviors
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California has done surpris-
ingly well over the past decade
meeting many of its big climate
change goals, even as its econ-
omy has steadily grown.

But now, as Australia burns,
global temperatures continue to
rise, and the Trump administra-
tion prepares to take the final
steps this year to pull the United
States out of the Paris Climate
Agreement, California is falling
short of where it needs to be to
hit its more ambitious 2030 tar-
gets, according to a new report
released Thursday.

And whether or not the state
succeeds has big impacts across
the rest of the nation and other
countries, which often copy Cal-
ifornia’s environmental laws.

“A lot of other places are look-

ing to California to see what
seems feasible and smart,” said
Chris Busch, an economist with
Energy Innovation, a San Fran-
cisco think tank that issued the
report. “To the extent that Cal-
ifornia continues to project op-
timism and a can-do spirit, that
reverberates around the world.”

Burning fossil fuels like gas-
oline, diesel and coal releases
carbon dioxide, which traps
heat in the atmosphere, similar
to a greenhouse. A landmark
goal set by former Republican
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger in
2006 to reduce California’s car-
bon emissions below 1990 levels
by 2020 was accomplished four
years early. And the state’s plan
to generate 33% of its electricity
from solar, wind and other re-
newable energy by this year? Al-
ready accomplished, two years
ago.

In fact, California has done
more to combat climate change
than any other state.

Because of its laws encourag-
ing electric vehicles, renewable
energy and other clean technol-
ogies, emissions of carbon diox-
ide peaked in California in 2004
and fell 14% by 2017, the most re-
cent year that complete data is
available. That drop came even
though the state’s population
grew over over the same time by
3.4 million people — the equiva-
lent of adding new cities the size
of present-day San Diego, San
Francisco and San Jose, with
millions of new cars and trucks.

But the next target will be
much more di�cult to reach.

In 2017, former Gov. Jerry
Brown signed a law requiring
California to reduce its green-
house gas emissions 40% below
1990 levels by 2030. Other states

and countries are watching to
see if that’s possible.

To meet the target, Califor-
nia will have to nearly double
its current rate of emissions re-
ductions — from about 7 million
metric tons of carbon dioxide a
year over the past decade to 13
million metric tons a year — in
the decade ahead.

“We’re not on track,” Busch
said. “But there are opportuni-
ties.”

Thursday’s report makes
six major recommendations.
Among them: increasing the
state’s renewable electricity
target to 67% by 2030, from the
current goal of 60%. Also, crack-
ing down on emissions of green-
house gases from the cement in-
dustry, the largest remaining
user of coal in California, and
raising the minimum price for

CATCHING UP

California’s behind on
its 2030 climate goals
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Wind turbines are photographed at a wind farm on the Altamont Pass near Livermore on Sept. 6, 2018.

SANTA CRUZ » Thea Chesney has
been obsessed with mushrooms
since she was a child. “Instead of
a regular children’s book, I car-
ried around a mushroom field
guide,” Chesney said, now a bot-
anist with the U.S. Forest Service.

Chesney gave a presentation
at the recently completed Santa
Cruz Fungus Fair, hosted at the
Louden Nelson Community Cen-
ter, about her work in the field and
a curious mushroom that sprouts
in the most unlikely of seasons.

Along with a booth to identify
the mushrooms found in your
own backyard, gourmet mush-
room tacos, and hands-on chil-
dren’s activities, the Fungus Fair
featured talks led by mushroom
experts and enthusiasts during its
three-day run. On Saturday’s af-
ternoon program, Chesney stood
in front of a packed audience.

Aside from being known as
a delicious plant-based treat,
mushrooms, collectively called
fungi, are interesting organ-
isms that have been around for
millions of years. “Fungi are an-
cient, they show up in the fossil
record around the same time as
land plants,” Chesney said.

And without fungi, Chesney
said, we wouldn’t have plants.
Some mushrooms have evolved
a relationship with nearby trees,
where an exchange of vital nu-
trients takes place below ground
between the two root systems.
In what’s known as mycorrhi-
zal symbiosis, mushrooms suck
up water and mineral nutrients
such as nitrogen and phosphorus
from the soil, and send them to
the tree, in exchange for the sug-
ars the tree produces by photo-
synthesis.

Chesney’s work focuses on
mushrooms that grow in the west-
ern mountains, such as the Si-
erra Nevada and Cascade Moun-
tain ranges. She works year-round
— even when mountain tops are
covered in snow during the win-
ter and early spring. These snowy
habitats aren’t an obvious habitat
for fungi, Chesney explained dur-
ing her presentation, but the root
systems of some snow-sprouting
mushrooms are decades old and
have developed ways to thrive in
the tough conditions.

At higher elevations of 3,000 to
6,000 feet, snowpack reliably ac-
cumulates during winter months
and thaws in the spring, Cheney
said. As temperatures warm,
usually April through June, the

MORE THAN FOOD

Mushrooms
thrive in
melting snow

More renewable energy, electric vehicles needed for state to hit greenhouse gas targets

U.S. Forest Service
botanist shares fungi
passion at annual
festival in Santa Cruz
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SANTA CRUZ

Recycler volunteer training slated
Are you confused about recycling, but ready to 

share what you learn? Join the City of Santa Cruz 
master recycler volunteer training program. Classes 
begin in February with applications due Wednesday.

For details or an application, visit cityofsantacruz.
com.

SANTA CRUZ

Youth Chamber Music Concert on Jan. 18

The Chamber Music Academy, a program of the 
Santa Cruz County Youth Symphony, presents its 
Winter Concert at 2 p.m. Saturday at Calvary Episco-
pal Church, 532 Center St.

Musicians ages 10 to 18 perform trios and quar-
tets for strings, woodwinds, and piano by Arcan-
gelo Corelli, Franz Lachner, Mikhail Glinka, and Leos 
Janacek. Under the direction of Cynthia Baehr-Wil-
liams, concertmaster for Opera San Jose, and Erin Ir-
vine, principal bassoonist for the Santa Cruz Sym-
phony.

The hour-long concert is followed by a reception. 
admission is free and the event is family-friendly. For 
information, email info@sccys.org or call 831-239-
0442.

SANTA CRUZ

Together in Harmony slated Feb. 1

Mount Calvary Lutheran Church hosts “Together in 
Harmony!” a festival of friends in concert, featuring 
musicians Reggie Harris, Jaeger and Reid, Steve Eul-
berg and Aileen Vance. The event is scheduled for 7:30 
p.m. Feb. 1 at the church, 2402 Cabrillo College Drive

Doors open at 7 p.m.
Due to the small venue size, advance tickets 

are strongly recommended. Tickets are $20 in ad-
vance/$25 at the door. To buy tickets in advance, visit 
inharmony.brownpapertickets.com. For information, 
visit aileenvance.com. reggieharrismusic.com, jae-
gerreidmusic.com or steveeulberg.com.

SANTA CRUZ

Annual Super Bowl run set for Feb. 4

The Santa Cruz Super Bowl Run takes to the 
streets Feb. 4 at the back entrance to Natural Bridges, 
2300 Delaware Ave.

Distances include a 1k kids run, 3k and 10k. The 1k 
begins at 7:45 a.m., the 3k starts at 8 a.m. and the 10k 
at 8:30 a.m. The fees are $5 for the 1k, $35 for the 3k 
or the 10k and $50 for both the 3k and the 10k. The 
run will be held rain or shine.

For information, call 831-345-9399, email delucch@
yahoo.com or visit santacruztrackclub.com. Registra-
tion is also available at Active.com.

Coast Lines

vigilantism and could o�er 
training in peaceful de-es-
calation. Another speaker, 
Monterey County/Salinas 
Homeless Union leader 
Wes White, accused Mills 
and city o�cials of coming 
up with ideas to “black out 
the checkerboard” of loca-
tions for homeless people 
to be, which Mills coun-
tered by saying people liv-
ing in two recreational ve-
hicles are permitted to 
park nightly in the depart-
ment’s lot.

Upcoming proposals
Additional forthcoming 

ordinance ideas, designed 
to punish “behaviors that 
we as a community decide 
is against the norm,” ac-
cording to Mills, included:

• No-syringe zones, ex-
cept for medical purposes, 
in city parks and beaches.

• Expanding Pacific Ave-
nue’s designation as a city 
“park,” subject to nightly 
curfews and escalating 
stay-away orders.

• Banning public bicycle 
dismantling, when more 
than one bicyle at a time.

• Setting West Cli� Drive 
parking fees and/or time 

limits.
• Holding businesses re-

sponsible for their missing 
shopping carts.

• Police officers given 
discretion to o�er “diver-
sion” punishments and/or 
upgrade infractions to ar-
restable misdemeanors in 
the field for repeat o�end-
ers.

Proposal details
Using “park” rules to 

enforce behavioral norms 
downtown, said Mills and 
City Attorney Tony Con-
dotti, may prove to be dif-
ficult. The downtown pro-
vides some essential ser-
vices such as the post o�ce, 
food shopping and medical 
and Social Security o�ces, 
and contains walking and 
driving thoroughfares that 
must be accessible over-
night.

The park designation 
also impact downtown de-
velopment projects and 
merchants’ bottom lines, 
the two o�cials said. Con-
cerned community mem-
bers pointed out that many 
homeless people rely on 
sleeping in downtown busi-
ness doorways overnight, as 
well.

Mills also elaborated on 
his plan to empower o�-
cers with more enforce-
ment flexibility and dis-

cretion. He said of the ap-
proximately 11,000 tickets 
his o�cers hand out yearly, 
about 8,700 — some 79% — 
go to “people without ad-
dresses.” Of those who re-
ceive tickets and are home-
less, Mills said, 92% do not 
appear in court on the ci-
tations.

“Because so many peo-
ple fail to appear on their 
tickets, it’s not an e�ective 
strategy. What I’d much 
rather do is to divert them 

to keep them out of the jus-
tice system altogether,” 
Mills said. “A way of do-
ing that is to give the o�-
cers discretion to hold the 
ticket and say, Saturday, if 
you come and help us clean 
up part of the city, let’s do 
something positive for the 
city, we will not send it over 
to the City Attorney’s O�ce 
for issuing.”

Contact reporter Jessica A. 
York at 831-706-3264.
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By Elaine Ingalls
eingalls@santacruzsentinel.
com 
@elaine_ingalls on Twitter

SANTA CRUZ » The Regional 
Transportation Commis-
sion is on its way to adopt-
ing a plan for dispersing 
Measure D funds during 
the next 30 years.

The RTC held a public 
hearing on its Draft 2020 
Measure D Strategic Imple-
mentation Plan on Thurs-
day morning at the Santa 
Cruz City Council Cham-
bers. The Draft 2020 Mea-
sure D Implementation 
Plan will act as the policy 
and programming docu-
ment to guide the imple-
mentation of regional Mea-
sure D projects. Passed by 
voters in 2016, Measure D 
is a 30-year, �-cent local 
sales tax that provides local 
funds for regional transpor-
tation projects.

The 2020 implementa-
tion plan includes policies 
for managing and spend-
ing sales tax revenues; pol-
icies for project delivery and 
management; schedules of 
projects and programs for 
the next five years; finan-
cial planning strategies and 
project implementation re-
quirements.

The RTC is allocating 
30% of Measure D revenue 

to the neighborhood proj-
ects category, including $10 
million for the San Lorenzo 
Valley Highway 9 Corridor 
Improvements and $5 mil-
lion for a Highway 17 Wild-
life Crossing. Measure D 
funding for transit for se-
niors and people with dis-
abilities is estimated to 
be about $150.9 million to 
Santa Cruz Metro and Com-
munity Bridges Lift Line 
throughout Measure D’s 30 
year implementation, ac-
cording to the draft plan. 
Other regional programs 
and projects that will re-
ceive funding are highway 
corridors (25% of funds or 
$188.6 million during the 
30 years), active transpor-
tation for the Monterey Bay 
Sanctuary Scenic Trail (17% 
or $128.2 million) and the 
rail corridor (8% or $60.4 
million).

At the meeting, the board 
listened to public input on 
the plan and started to give 
the RTC direction on con-
structing the final 2020 
Measure D Strategic Im-
plementation Plan.

“It’s an evolution,” said 
commissioner Trina Co�-
man-Gomez after hearing 
an explanation of the plan 
from the RTC. “And I just 
think that that will help us 
in the long run when we’re 
leveraging.” Other commis-

sioners shared their appre-
ciation for the RTC’s strate-
gic approach for financing 
and its ability to leverage 
funds from other sources.

During the public hear-
ing Thursday, community 
members and representa-
tives of multiple transpor-
tation organizations ex-
pressed their thanks to 
projects that Measure D is 
funding, as well as inhibi-
tions about the 2020 Stra-
tegic Plan.

Both Rick Longinotti and 
Michael Saint, members of 
the Campaign for Sustain-
able Transportation, said 
they are not in support of 
building auxiliary lanes to 
expand Highway 1. Longi-
notti said he encourages a 
bus on shoulder operation: 
a lane dedicated to buses 
during periods of conges-
tion on the highway.

Brian Peoples, executive 
director of local organiza-
tion Trail Now, proposed 
a way to use the rail cor-
ridor in the near future 
for alternatives to driving. 
Trail Now is working with 
Progressive Rail to sub-
mit a proposal for the Plat-
form Trail Proposed Plan, 
a plan to put 8-foot wide 
platforms on top of sec-
tions of the coastal corri-
dor, stretching 2.5 miles, 
as a temporary trail sys-

tem. These sections in-
volve the La Selva Trestle, 
the Capitola Trestle, Man-
resa Beach and other areas. 
Peoples said this would en-
able the community to use 
the trail today and won’t 
have to take tracks down 
to do it.

Felton resident Bryan 
Largay said he was in sup-
port of continuing to make 
improvements to Highway 
9. “Let’s keep moving, keep 
pushing things forward,” 
he said.

After the hearing, the 
Board of Supervisors gave 
feedback on the public’s 
input. Commissioner Mike 
Rotkin said he is confident 
that the 2020 Strategic 
Plan will work. RTC Board 
Chairman Bruce McPher-
son said the plan will in-
corporate a mix of Senate 
Bill 1 and Measure D funds, 
allowing the RTC to lever-
age funds to pay for proj-
ects that weren’t previously 
funded by Measure D.

The final plan will be 
proposed for adoption at 
the next RTC meeting on 
Feb. 6. The public must sub-
mit final comments about 
the plan by noon on Feb. 
5 to be considered by the 
board.

For information on the 
RTC meeting, visit sccrtc.
org.

Contact reporter Elaine 
Ingalls at 831-706-3253.

TRANSPORTATION

Board hears from public on 
Measure D implementation plan
Final plan to be adopted at next RTC meeting

snow begins to melt and 
the ground below becomes 
wetter, providing a perfect 
environment for about five 
to 10 opportunistic mush-
rooms.

One particular spe-
cies, Hygrophorus goetzei, 
has evolved for thousands 
of years to take advan-
tage of the wetter-than-
usual ground, she said. As 
the temperatures begin to 
slowly warm, this light pink 
capped mushroom of only 
a few inches wide can be 
found on the edge of a re-
treating snowbank, where 
the snow is about to melt.

As the fruiting body, or 
what we as consumers know 
as the mushroom, begins to 
grow, it gives o� heat. It’s 
a small, almost unnotice-
able amount of warmth, 
Chesney explained, but is 

just enough to melt a small 
hole in the snow for the 
mushroom’s stalk to grow 
and cap to sprout open.

“It didn’t occur to me that 
some mushrooms are snow-
evolved,” said Ted Raab, a 
plant biologist at Carnegie 
Institution for Science, who 
attended Chesney’s presen-
tation at the fair. Currently, 
these snow adapted mush-
rooms are known to exist 
only in the western moun-
tains of North America.

As our climate is chang-
ing, Chesney pointed out, 
so will our seasons — and 
likely, seasonally-growing 
mushrooms such as the 
Hygrophorus goetzei. “We 
don’t even know exactly 
how many mushrooms ex-
ist in the western moun-
tains yet,” she said, though 
current estimates are in the 
thousands.

“People are interested in 
eating them, but there is so 
much more to the world of 
mushrooms,” Chesney said.

Mushrooms
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permits that industries 
must purchase under the 
state’s cap-and-trade law 
to emit greenhouse gases.

Not all of them will be 
easy. The report calls for 
expanding the state’s elec-
tric vehicle goal from to 
7.5 million in 2030 from 
the current goal of 5 mil-
lion. Currently, there are 
640,000 on the road state-
wide.

State o�cials say they 
welcome the report and 
its suggestions. They say 
they don’t necessarily dis-
agree with its math. But 
they note that the Califor-
nia Air Resources Board 
tracks greenhouse gas 
emissions very closely and 
issues a report every five 
years, called a scoping 
plan, about where the state 
is and what additional 
steps it needs to make to 
reach its climate targets.

The air board’s most re-
cent plan, issued in 2017, 
for example, calls for tight-
ening California’s low-car-
bon fuel standard, expand-
ing programs to reduce 
methane emissions from 
dairy farms, expanding 
urban tree-planting, and 
lowering the amount of 
carbon that industry can 
release under the cap-and-
trade program.

“We’re confident that if 
our plan comes to fruition 
that we’ll hit the 2030 tar-
get,” said Rajinder Sahota, 
division chief for climate 
programs for the Air Re-
sources Board. “But there 
are always legal uncertain-
ties and other challenges. 
We have to incorporate 
those things and figure 
out whether we need to 
make adjustments.”

Among the uncertain-
ties: Whether the Trump 
administration will suc-
ceed in its current legal 
battle to roll back Califor-
nia’s emissions standards 
for new vehicles. Cars and 
trucks make up about one-
third of the greenhouse 
gas emissions in Califor-
nia.

The wider issue is com-
plicated, but the math is 
fairly simple. To hit the 
2030 goal, California 
must cut its emissions to 
259 million metric tons of 
carbon dioxide a year. In 
2017, the most recent year 
data is available, the state 
emitted 424 million. That 

sounds daunting. But at 
its peak in 2004, the state 
emitted 494 million.

Experts who didn’t help 
write Thursday’s report 
said some of the recom-
mendations are practical 
and economically feasi-
ble, while others are po-
litically or technologically 
di�cult.

Jim Sweeney, director of 
the Precourt Energy E�-
ciency Center at Stanford 
University, said it’s feasible 
to raise the price of carbon 
permits in the cap-and-
trade program, making it 
more expensive to pollute. 
It’s also possible to boost 
California’s renewable en-
ergy targets, and to dra-
matically expand the use 
of electric heat pumps in 
new home construction to 
replace gas furnaces and 
water heaters, another one 
of the report’s recommen-
dations.

But significantly ex-
panding the number of 
electric cars “partly de-
pends who is elected presi-
dent,” he said. And cutting 
emissions from the cement 
industry and oil industry 
by capturing and storing 
carbon underground, or 
using solar thermal tech-
nology instead of natural 
gas to make steam used 
in oil drilling, as the re-
port urges, “is a massive 
stretch,” that relies on 
unproven technology, he 
said.

Some of the state’s re-
cent plans, like building 
denser housing on bus and 
rail lines to reduce car use, 
have stalled amid political 
opposition from neighbor-
hoods and local city o�-
cials, he noted.

Bottom line, said Swee-
ney: It may not matter 
if California misses its 
2030 target by a few per-
cent because California 
only emits about 1% of 
the world’s greenhouse 
gas emissions. What mat-
ters most, he said, is that 
California continues to 
function as a laboratory 
for new laws, rules and 
technologies, many of 
which have been adopted 
in other states, and even 
other nations, like China.

“In my mind the most 
significant thing is that 
California has created 
models that other states 
and the federal govern-
ment can adopt,” he said. 
“We’ve shown other states 
you can go well beyond 
what they thought you 
could do.”

Climate
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