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SHMUEL THALER — SANTA CRUZ SENTINEL

A sidewalk pour is prepared along Gushee Street as construction and �lling of the new Felton branch of the Santa Cruz County Pub-
lic Libraries nears completion. The 9,000-square-foot space which includes an area for children, a teen space/multipurpose room 
for study, meetings and recreation, a �replace area and outdoor patio for reading and conversation, a community meeting room 
and special collections and materials focused on environmental literacy will host a grand opening ceremony on Feb. 22. The project 
is the �rst library to be completed from the $67 million Measure S funds passed in 2016 to renovate all 10 branches of the county 
library system.  

FELTON

New library takes shape

By Ashleigh Papp
apapp@santacruzsentinel.com

WATSONVILLE » For students at 
Watsonville’s Mount Madonna 
School, learning beyond the con-
fines of the classroom is taken to 
a new level. On Thursday, stu-
dents from fifth and ninth grade 
classes, 18 total, spent the day ex-
ploring Elkhorn Slough Reserve.

This hidden gem is the second-
largest estuary in California, sit-
uated along the Pacific Coast of 
Monterey Bay. Founded in 1979, 
Elkhorn Slough o�ers oak forests, 
coastal prairie and tidal marsh 
for students young and old to ex-
plore.

“It’s a fun day outdoors at the 
slough, learning about all the life 
that lives there and how that, in 

turn, is connected to the Monterey 
Bay,” said Jessica Cambell, project 
mentor and fifth-grade teacher at 
Mount Madonna School.

Both sets of young, eager 
minds, are also enrolled in a men-
torship program that involves a 
ninth-grader being paired up 
with a fifth-grader for the school 
year. Throughout the day’s field 
trip, the pairs of students com-
mingled to teach one another 
new things and reinforce con-
cepts learned in the classroom.

EDUCATION

Ariel Hunter, from 
le�, Community 
Outreach 
Coordinator at 
Elkhorn Slough 
Reserve, talks 
Thursday 
with Mount 
Madonna School 
students�Sam 
Kaplan and 
Solomon 
Coleman.

ASHLEIGH PAPP  
— THE SENTINEL

Young minds are learning how to connect the 
dots between local watersheds and the ocean

By Elaine Ingalls
eingalls@santacruzsentinel.com 
@elaine_ingalls on Twitter

WATSONVILLE » The Santa Cruz 
County Regional Transportation 
Commission is moving forward 
with a plan aiming to reduce traf-
fic congestion and improve safety 
on Highway 1.

The RTC Board of Directors 
voted unanimously 13-0 to adopt 
an amendment to the Measure D 
Expenditure Plan at a meeting 
Thursday morning in Watson-
ville. Commissioners Ryan Coon-
erty and Ed Bottor� did not at-
tend the meeting. Commissioner 
Patrick Mulhearn took Commis-
sioner Zach Friend’s place after 
the vote because he had a conflict 
of interest with two items dis-
cussed afterward on the agenda.

The Measure D Expenditure 
Plan distributes Measure D rev-
enues among five categories: 
neighborhood projects (30% or 
$150 million), highway corridors 
(25% or $125 million), transit for 
seniors and people with disabil-
ities (20% or $3.43 million), ac-
tive transportation (17% or $85 
million) and the rail corridor (8% 
or $40 million). The amendment 
to this plan adds auxiliary lanes 
between two interchanges on the 
Highway 1 Corridor: Rio Del Mar 
Boulevard to State Park Drive in 
Aptos and from Freedom Boule-
vard in Watsonville to Rio Del 
Mar Boulevard in Aptos. Only 
three interchanges were intended 
to have auxiliary lanes previously.

The Measure D Ordinance 
reads that that the ordinance 
can be amended to utilize addi-
tional federal, state and local rev-
enues that are unexpected or un-
foreseen when the ordinance was 
established.

Guy Preston, executive director 
of the RTC, addressed an alter-
native that members of the pub-
lic previously suggested — to use 
only the highway shoulder instead 
of both the shoulder and a hybrid 
model of auxiliary lanes and the 
shoulder for bus on shoulder op-
erations Preston said this alter-
native was identified as a tempo-
rary solution for segments of the 
highway and not the entire corri-
dor. He said California Highway 
Patrol and Caltrans only seemed 
willing to approve a hybrid model.

“It’s really a win-win-win for 
the commission when we take 
a full look at it in terms of the 
multi-modal components and the 
ability to bring additional fund-
ing to actually deliver projects to 
the county,” Preston said.

During public comment, speak-
ers shared concerns about high-
way widening not decreasing con-
gestion and the need to involve 
the community in this decision 
process.

Rick Longinotti, a representa-
tive with the Campaign for Sus-
tainable Transportation, said that 
there is no factual basis that aux-
iliary lanes will reduce congestion 
and improve safety. He said buses 
will get stuck in a combined aux-
iliary lane and a bus-only lane in 
Aptos and will increase green-
house gases.

TRANSPORTATION

RTC aims 
to improve 
tra�c on 
Highway 1

By Emily Deruy
Bay Area News Group

New apartment complexes 
built near Caltrain stations must 
reserve at least 30 percent of 
their units for low-income res-
idents.

The board that oversees the 
transit agency approved the pol-
icy Thursday, along with rules 
that residential projects built on 
Caltrain land must be at least 
four stories and hold at least 50 
units per acre.

“We’re thrilled,” said Leora 
Tanjuatco Ross, organizing di-
rector for the Housing Lead-
ership Council of San Mateo 
County, which had pushed for 
the new requirements.

But Tanjuatco Ross acknowl-
edged her group was “disap-
pointed” the board — which in-
cludes o�cials from San Fran-
cisco, San Mateo and Santa 
Clara counties — rejected a re-
quest from advocates to give af-
fordable housing developers the 
right of first refusal on proper-
ties that can be developed.

“Generally, they don’t work 
out very well for any of the par-
ties,” said Jim Hartnett, Cal-
train’s executive director, of 
such requirements.

Robust competition, added 
Brian Fitzpatrick, manager of 
real estate and property, “is our 
best bet.”

Caltrain, the pair said, must 
create space for the rail network 

to thrive and grow in the com-
ing years and also determine 
how best to use what little land 
the agency thinks it can spare. 
That means weighing what will 
bring in the most revenue with 
community demand for a�ord-
able housing.

“For us it’s about balance,” 
Fitzpatrick said, later adding, 
“if you create a�ordability, you 
are going to take a hit” when it 
comes to revenue.

But Tanjuatco Ross called it 

“unconscionable” to consider 
putting hotels or o�ces on pub-
lic land when there is so much 
need for housing.

Charles Stone, a board mem-
ber who also sits on the Belmont 
City Council, thanked Caltrain 
staff and acknowledged the 
“tension.”

But, Stone said, public librar-
ies and public parks are not in 
the business of setting late-re-
turn fines or entrance fees as 
high as possible. Instead, they 

are tasked with providing a pub-
lic good. Caltrain’s aim, he said, 
likewise should not be to maxi-
mize revenue.

“We’re not going to build a 
heckuva lot of housing” com-
pared to BART, which owns 
much more developable space, 
he said, “but every little bit 
helps.”

Caltrain sta� view two small 
sites — just under five acres 
combined — at Redwood City 

CALTRAIN STATIONS

Bay Area gets a boost to a�ordable housing
Advocacy groups pushed 
for a�ordable housing 
near train stations

JOSE CARLOS FAJARDO — BAY AREA NEWS GROUP FILE

A passenger steps onto a Caltrain passenger car at the Caltrain San Francisco station in San Francisco 
on July 18, 2019. 

Students explore Elkhorn Slough Reserve
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By Janie Har
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO » The San
Francisco official known
around town as “Mr. Clean”
and the charity-promoting
restaurateur whom fed-
eral o�cials say conspired
to line their own pockets
at the expense of taxpay-
ers’ trust appeared in court
Thursday for the first time
since their arrest last week.

The FBI arrested pub-
lic works director Moham-
med Nuru and restaura-
teur Nick Bovis Jan. 27,
saying the men schemed in
2018 to bribe a San Fran-
cisco airport commissioner
for prime restaurant space
at San Francisco Interna-
tional Airport. The com-
missioner did not take the
$5,000 bribe.

Nuru, 57, and Bovis, 56,
appeared before U.S. Mag-
istrate Judge Sallie Kim
for bond hearings Thurs-
day. They are each free on
$2 million bail and have
started paperwork to se-
cure those bonds with per-
sonal property.

The men are longtime
friends, but they did not
speak to each other in
court Thursday.

Nuru left the courtroom
with his lawyer, Ismail
Ramsey, who declined com-
ment. Bovis and his law-
yers huddled in the cafete-
ria after the hearing. They
also declined comment.

Before the hearing, how-
ever, Michael Stepanian
called his client, Bovis, a
good man.

“He wants to get to the
bottom and put this behind
him. He understands what
he did, but there’s legal
aspects and fact aspects
you have to put together
to make a determination”
on criminality, Stepanian

said.
The U.S. attorney’s of-

fice for Northern Califor-
nia says the two partici-
pated in a scheme “to de-
fraud the public of its right
to the honest services of a
public o�cial through brib-
ery or kickbacks” in viola-
tion of their duty.

Nuru goes by the Twit-
ter handle “MrCleanSF”
because since 2012 he
has overseen the city’s de-
partment of public works,
which is responsible for
cleaning streets, and he
was a deputy there before
that. The department also
handles the design and
construction of city facili-
ties and has a project port-

folio of more than $5.6 bil-
lion. He is on paid leave.

Mayors and other city
leaders depended on Nu-
ru’s crews to clean up
streets before public
events, which he did with-
out being asked. Critics
say his department was
heavy-handed in sweeping
up homeless camps. Also,
sidewalks may have spar-
kled for photo ops, but
they didn’t stay that way
for long, they say.

Bovis runs a Christmas
toy drive for needy chil-
dren. He is the owner of
several businesses, includ-
ing Lefty O’ Doul’s, a popu-
lar sports bar fo rced out of
its longtime Union Square

spot in 2017. The grand re-
opening of Lefty’s at Fish-
erman’s Wharf in 2018 was
attended by Mayor London
Breed, other elected lead-
ers and Nuru.

The corruption allega-
tions have upended San
Francisco City Hall, with
Breed and others professing
outrage and ignorance that
cozy, illegal back-scratching
could happen in their city.
The city attorney and con-
troller o�ces are investigat-
ing. Supervisors have called
for an outside audit.

The fallout continues
as journalists scramble to
connect the dots in a hefty
75-page indictment where
unnamed contractors, de-

velopers, executives and
employees are referenced
in conversations caught on
surveillance.

The San Francisco Ex-
aminer reported Thurs-
day that Bovis allegedly di-
verted charitable contribu-
tions from contractors who
had business before Nuru
for a lavish holiday party
in 2017 for Nuru’s public
works employees. The do-
nations to “Lefty O’Doul’s
Foundation for Kids” was
meant to benefit children.

Prosecutors say Nuru
accepted lavish gifts from
people with city business,
including a $2,000 bottle
of wine and travel from a
wealthy Chinese developer

seeking to build a large
mixed-use building in San
Francisco.

“Thank you very much
for all your generosity
while we were in China. We
had a great vacation and
my daughter had a wonder-
ful time. I will do my very
best to see that your project
gets completed,” he wrote
to the developer in Novem-
ber 2018, according to the
complaint.

Nuru took deeply dis-
counted or free help fix-
ing up his vacation home
in rural Northern Califor-
nia, prosecutors say.

They say he worked to
help Bovis on city bids for
portable toilets and con-
tainer-type portable hous-
ing for the homeless. Bo-
vis also sought Nuru’s help
in trying to score restau-
rant space at the $2 billion
Transbay Transit Center.

“I encourage the city
attorney and controller
to follow every lead, ev-
ery dollar, and every com-
plaint, and to make policy
recommendations to help
prevent future wrongdo-
ing,” Breed said in a state-
ment this week.

BRIBERY ALLEGATIONS

San Francisco o�cial, restaurateur at corruption hearing

JEFF CHIU — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Attorneys Gil Eisenberg, le�, and Michael Stepanian, both representing restaurateur Nick Bovis, speak to reporters
outside of a federal courthouse in San Francisco, Thursday.

and Mountain View as the
most appropriate for new
development, with parcels
in a few other locations,
including in San Mateo,
Sunnyvale and elsewhere,
up for consideration.

And, Fitzpatrick noted,
“ these are challeng-
ing sites,” with irregular
shapes, potential contam-
ination issues and parking
needs to resolve before any
developer starts building.
There’s also no require-
ment that such sites be
reserved for housing, al-
though several board
members agreed housing
should be the priority.

Where housing is built,
the new policy says at
least 10 percent of units
should be targeted to
families making half the
area’s median income or
less. The amounts vary,
but in Redwood City last
year, the median income
for a family of four was
around $136,800. The pol-
icy says another 10 percent
of units should be targeted
to households bringing in
no more than 80 percent
of an area’s median in-
come and the final 10 per-
cent should be targeted to
families pulling in no more
than 120 percent of the lo-
cal median income.

BART and VTA have
taken slightly different
approaches. Both have
slightly higher a�ordabil-
ity goals for housing across
their entire systems — 35
percent — but slightly
lower targets — 20 percent
— for any single site. Cal-
train won’t have a portfo-
lio-wide goal.

Board member Ron Col-
lins, the mayor of San Car-
los, said setting minimum
on-site affordability and
density requirements will
set an example for how cit-
ies and counties can spur
a�ordable housing devel-
opment in the region mov-
ing forward.

Collins pointed to re-
cently built homes near
the San Carlos train sta-
tion as a cautionary tale,
noting that the council ul-
timately allowed a three-
story development rather
than the six that were ini-
tially proposed.

That, he said, was a
“monumental mistake,”
because while the city had
a requirement that 15 per-
cent of the units be af-
fordable, the lower den-
sity made that unrealistic.
In the end, he said, just 10
percent of the 220 units
were designated for lower-
income residents.

“That was a hard lesson
for me to learn,” Collins
said, adding that when a
city reduces density, “you
also reduce your leverage.”

Housing
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“He wants to get
to the bottom
and put this
behind him. He
understands
what he did,
but there’s legal
aspects and fact
aspects you have
to put together
to make a
determination.”
— Michael Stepanian, lawyer
for restaurateur Nick Bovis

“The main purpose of this
field trip is for fifth-grade
students to gain a greater
understanding of how our
watershed works and all the
inter-related pieces that af-
fect our oceans,” said Cam-
bell. Although these stu-
dents don’t have a specific
class dedicated to marine
science, they do work on a
year-long project that’s in-
spired by the ocean.

In the initial weeks of
Cambell’s class, the stu-
dents were asked to vote
on a science-related topic
to study throughout the
year. The top three choices
submitted were sea turtles,
pesticides, and great white
sharks, with the latter win-
ning the ultimate majority.

“So many people are
scared of sharks, but more
people die from coconuts
than sharks,” said Solomon

Coleman, a fifth-grader in
Cambell’s class.

The students’ science cur-
riculum focuses on the en-
dangered sharks through-
out the year too — from
writing letters to legislators
about the shark fin trade to
pitching ideas to local busi-
nesses about reducing plas-
tic consumption. During
the recent field trip to Elk-
horn Slough, the students
were constantly challenged
to think through how the
water in this salt marsh af-
fects great white sharks.

“It’s a tough question,”
Coleman said.

“If you pollute the water
here in the slough, it will
go out into the ocean and
eventually hurt the shark’s
environment too,” said Va-
den Barr, also a fifth-grade
student at Mount Madonna
School.

“Whatever happens on
land a�ects the slough and
the slough feeds into the
ocean,” Cambell said. “Pol-
lutants and other run-o�,

such as plastics, enter from
the watershed, a�ecting life
in the slough and eventu-
ally, sharks in the bay.”

The day brings new ad-
ventures and excitement for
the ninth grade students as
well. “We are studying ma-
rine ecosystems,” said Ni-
cole Silva, the marine biol-
ogy teacher accompanying
the ninth grade students. In
this year-long course, stu-
dents learn about all of the
ocean’s ecosystems, from
deep sea, to mangroves,
and marshlands like Elk-
horn Slough, she explained.

“Being able to visit Elk-
horn Slough and use their
microscopes to look at the
phytoplankton and zoo-
plankton and also do the
water quality lab testing
gives our students real
hands-on knowledge of
what we have been study-
ing and why it is impor-
tant,” Silva said.

At the end of this year,
her students will attend a
five-day field trip to Cata-

lina Island. Sam Kaplan, a
ninth-grade student in Sil-
va’s class, is very excited
about the opportunity to
snorkel and continue learn-
ing about marine science.

Throughout the day,
ninth-graders such as Ka-
plan and Coleman worked
together throughout the day
to accomplish all sorts of ac-
tivities designed to help the
students connect the dots
between the water at the
slough and the greater ma-
rine environment of Mon-
terey Bay. Some of the ac-
tivities, like water diagnos-
tic sampling and food web
design, were more geared to
the younger minds, while
others, like analyzing wa-
ter samples under a micro-
scope, engaged the older
students.

“We’ve been research-
ing di�erent environments
in class. Sloughs are birth-
ing grounds for the ocean,
and this place just radiates
life. It’s so cool to see,” Ka-
plan said.

Students
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“What kind of legacy do
you want to leave?” Longi-
notti asked. “Do you want
to increase greenhouse
gases by 25% or can we get
people in buses that really
work?”

Nearly all commission-
ers spoke on the amend-

ment before it went to vote,
addressing climate change,
spending wisely and await-
ing to see the environmen-
tal review for the project.

“I think that should this
move forward, this has the
potential to be one of the
single largest benefits for
mid and south county res-
idents that has occurred
from this commission
in the last 30, 40 years,”
Friend said. “I’m confi-

dent that you’ll have near
universal mid and south
county support for say-
ing bring back my quality
of life, bring back safety
and bring back options so
it’s not an hour-long com-
mute.”

Contact reporter Elaine
Ingalls at 831-706-3253.

RTC
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The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO » Raymond
Liddy, a former California
state prosecutor and son
of Watergate break-in or-
ganizer Gordon Liddy, was
convicted Wednesday of
possessing child pornog-
raphy.

Liddy was convicted af-
ter a non-jury trial in San
Diego federal court and
could face up to 10 years

in federal prison when he
is sentenced on May 1, the
San Diego Union-Tribune
reported.

Liddy had been free on
bond since his 2017 ar-
rest. FBI agents searched
his home in the San Diego
Bay resort city of Coro-
nado after an Internet ser-
vice provider contacted a
national tip line to report
a user had uploaded child
pornography images, the

paper said.
Liddy had been a state

prosecutor since 2008.
After his arrest, the state
attorney general’s office
placed him on admin-
istrative leave and said
Wednesday that he had
stopped working there in
November 2017, the Union-
Tribune said.

Liddy is the son of G.
Gordon Liddy, who helped
orchestrate the burglary of

the Watergate headquar-
ters of the Democratic Na-
tional Committee in Wash-
ington, D.C., in 1972.

The scandal surround-
ing the break-in and sub-
sequent cover-up led to
the resignation of Pres-
ident Richard M. Nixon
and Liddy spent nearly 4
� years in prison for con-
spiracy, burglary and re-
fusing to testify to a Sen-
ate committee.

CALIFORNIA

Former prosecutor convicted of possessing child porn
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909 OCEAN ST, SC - 426-7151

Friday Special

www.santacruzdiner.com

Dinners include soup or salad.
(Daily specials from 4pm until sold out)

Hawaiian
Shrimp

$1499

More Than 500 Homes
Sold Since 1996

831.332.3951
OBOYREALESTATE.COM
DRE# 01225575 & 01901172

winner! Best Realtor®, aptos
MIKE + TARA O’BOY
Sentinel Readers Choice 2018

831.688.6913 | www.brentgarveypainting.com

License #681095

Quality Isn’t Expensive... It’s Priceless

BRENT GARVEY PAINTING

• ALL WORK GUARANTEED

• INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

• RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

• WORKERS COMP & LIABILITY

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS Coast Bene�ts & Insurance Services
Steven A.Walker, LUTCF and Valerie A. Gray

(father/daughter team)
walkersa@charter.net • coastbene�ts.net

CA License #0770683, #OE62374

Eligible for Medicare Soon?
Look at ALL your options with an expert!

Not a good idea to select plans over the phone!
Don’t get lost in the “alphabet soup!”

Call Today!
831-728-4977 or
831-419-2444
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