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The calico cat in the window is helpless to give chase as a neighborhood squirrel snacks on 
a cashew nut atop the backyard fence. 

PHOTO OF THE DAY

SAFE FROM 
PRYING EYES

Santa Cruz Sentinel

Santa Cruz’s Summer-Sol-
stice Thomas was named a 
Luce Scholar by the Henry Luce 
Foundation, it was announced 
Feb. 19.

The Luce Scholars pro-
gram is a nationally competi-
tive fellowship launched by the 
Henry Luce Foundation to en-
hance the understanding of 
Asia among potential leaders in 
American society, according to 
the Luce website.

Thomas, 21, a 2016 gradu-
ate of Santa Cruz High School, 
is scheduled to graduate with 
honors from Williams College 
in Williamstown, Massachu-
setts, this spring with a bach-
elor’s degree in environmental 
studies. In addition to Thomas’ 
work in the classroom, she is a 
five-time All American with the 
Williams College women’s track 
team.

According to her Luce Foun-
dation bio, Thomas plans to 
dedicate herself to studying 
how toxic industrial chemi-
cals enter and interact with 
the environment to a�ect pub-
lic health disproportionately 
across axes of race, socio-eco-
nomic status and geography.

Brick by brick
Community members gath-

ered Feb. 15 to celebrate the 
first phase of the personal-
ized bricks in the Aptos Village. 
Brick Inscriptions included me-
morials for loved ones, person-
alized family bricks, businesses, 
organizations. One brick even 
contained a marriage proposal.

The bricks cost $200 and 
there is limited availability. 
Proceeds benefit the Aptos His-
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More than 70�people attended the 
ribbon-cutting for the completion 
of the �rst phase of celebration 
bricks installed in the Aptos 
Village Green.

The Associated Press

BARSTOW » A California man who 
said he wanted to fly to the edge 
of outer space to see if the world 
is round has died after his home-
built rocket blasted o� into the 
desert sky and plunged back to 
earth.

“Mad” Mike Hughes was killed 
on Saturday afternoon after his 
rocket crashed on private prop-
erty near Barstow, California.

Waldo Stakes, a colleague who 
was at the rocket launch, said 
Hughes, 64, was killed.

The Science Channel said 
on Twitter it had been chroni-
cling Hughes’ journey and that 
“thoughts & prayers go out to his 
family & friends during this dif-
ficult time.”

“It was always his dream to do 
this launch,” the Twitter message 
said.

Hughes also was a limousine 
driver, who held the Guinness 
world record for “longest limou-
sine ramp jump,” for jumping 103 
feet in a Lincoln Town Car stretch 
limousine, at a speedway in 2002.

A video on TMZ.com showed 
the rocket taking o�, with what 
appears to be a parachute tearing 
o� during the launch. The steam-
powered rocket streaks upward, 
then takes around 10 seconds to 
fall straight back to earth. Shrieks 
can be heard as the rocket plows 
into the desert.

Freelance journalist Justin 
Chapman, who was at the scene, 
said the rocket appeared to rub 
against the launch apparatus, 
which might have caused the mis-
hap with the parachute.

In March 2018, Hughes pro-
pelled himself about 1,875 feet 
into the air. He deployed one 
parachute and then a second one 
but still had a hard landing in the 
Mojave Desert in California, and 
injured his back.

“This thing wants to kill you 10 
di�erent ways,” Hughes said after 
that launch. “This thing will kill 
you in a heartbeat.”

BARSTOW
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By Ashleigh Papp
apapp@santacruzsentinel.com

SANTA CRUZ » Strawberries, blue-
berries and raspberries of North 
America will soon receive an en-
vironmentally-friendly update to 
their plastic packaging. A group 
of major berry producers recently 
announced a commitment that 
containers used to ship and sell 
these yummy fruits will be wholly 

recyclable by 2025.
The California Strawberry 

Commission, the North Ameri-
can Blueberry Council, Mexico-
based Aneberries, members of 
the National Berry Crops Initia-
tive and South American export-
ers have all joined the pledge to 
further reduce the produce indus-
try’s environmental impact.

“Clamshell packaging revo-
lutionized the ability of berry 

growers to transport their fruit 
to consumers nationwide,” said 
Henry Bierlink, president of the 
National Berry Crops Initiative, 
in a prepared release. “Now, the 
industry is working together on 
the next phase of that revolution, 
one that preserves the ability to 
safely transport fresh berries to 
market while minimizing product 
damage, reducing food waste, and 
demonstrating ongoing environ-

mental stewardship.”
PET — short for polyethylene 

terephthalate — clamshells are 
the lightweight plastic containers 
that hold the berries bought at the 
local supermarket. The clear plas-
tic package is shaped as a vented 
box with a hinged lid — resem-
bling a clam’s shell.

This packaging was first ad-
opted by the majority of berry 
producers in North America in 
the 1990s and is still used to-
day. They are made from about 
50% recycled plastic water bottles 

and scrap from plastic manufac-
turing processes. The lightweight 
containers protect the fruit from 
damage and contamination, cre-
ating a market for recycled plastic 
and reducing food waste.

“Since China stopped accept-
ing plastic recycling, the mar-
ket has essentially collapsed for 
PET clamshells,” said Carolyn 
O’Donnell, communications di-
rector for the California Straw-
berry Commission.

According to O’Donnell, many 
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Berry growers going green
Major producers commit to 100% recyclable packaging by 2025
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“Mad” Mike Hughes reacts a�er 
the decision to scrub another 
launch attempt of his rocket near 
Amboy.
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tory museum and the Ap-
tos Chamber of Com-
merce.

For information, visit 
aptoschamber.com or ap-
toshistory.org.

Alicia Houser dances
An evening of ballet, 

contemporary dance, tap, 
and jazz, Muhlenberg Col-
lege’s Master Choreogra-
phers performances on 
Feb. 6-8 showcased excit-
ing new dance works by 
critically acclaimed guest 
artists and faculty includ-
ing Alicia Houser of Aptos.

Houser was one of 
more than 60 talented 
student dancers to grace 
the Empie Theatre stage.

Muhlenberg is a liberal 
arts college in Allentown, 
Pennsylvania.

Education
The following lo-

cal students were hon-
ored for their academic 
achievements:

• Marcelino Plaza, of 
Bonny Doon, was named 
to the president’s list at 
the University of Hartford 
in Hartford, Connecticut, 
for the 2019 fall semester.

• Johnny Rohrbach, of 
Santa Cruz, was named to 
the dean’s list at Tufts Uni-
versity in Medford, Massa-
chusetts, for the 2019 fall 
semester.

• Erin Soule-Albridge, 
of Scotts Valley, was 
named to the dean’s list at 
Tufts University in Med-
ford, Massachusetts, for 
the 2019 fall semester.

• Jonah Tobin, of Santa 
Cruz, was named to the 
dean’s list at Tufts University 
in Medford, Massachusetts, 
for the 2019 fall semester.

• Brigid Bell, of La Selva 
Beach, was named to the 
dean’s list at Tufts Univer-
sity in Medford, Massachu-
setts, for the 2019 fall se-
mester.

• Charlotte Lenz, of 

Santa Cruz, was named to 
the dean’s list at Tufts Uni-
versity in Medford, Massa-
chusetts, for the 2019 fall 
semester.

• Sabrina Miller, of 
Santa Cruz, was named 
to the dean’s list at Tufts 
University in Medford, 
Massachusetts, for the 
2019 fall semester.

• Emma Mitchell-
Sparke, of Santa Cruz, 
was named to the dean’s 
list at Tufts University in 
Medford, Massachusetts, 
for the 2019 fall semester.

• Isabel Whittaker-
Walker, of Santa Cruz, 
was named to the dean’s 
list at Tufts University in 
Medford, Massachusetts, 
for the 2019 fall semester.

Got a story to tell, an 
event to report, an 
award to announce? 
Tell Name Dropping. 
Email Namedropping@
santacruzsentinel.
com. Name dropping is 
published Sundays and 
Mondays in the Sentinel.
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of the plastic PET clam-
shells are already recycla-
ble, but the labels or glue 
on the labels contaminate 
the plastic and prevent it 
from being recycled.

“Those glues are per-
manent,” said Gudrun 
Schmidt, an associate pro-
fessor at Purdue Univer-
sity and expert in polymer 
science. “When it comes to 
recycling, the adhesives in 
tape and labels gum up the 
recycling machinery.”

The growing concern 
about plastic waste, global 
disruption in the reuse of 
plastic, and proposed leg-
islation meant that North 
America’s berry industry 
needed to find new ways 
to reduce their impact on 
the environment.

“Berry growers are al-
ways looking for more sus-
tainable farming options,” 
O’Donnell said.

Berry producers were 

among the first in the crop 
industry to adopt drip irri-
gation and integrated pest 
management practices de-
cades ago. Then the intro-
duction of the PET clam-
shell, made from about 50% 
recycled plastic, landed the 
berry industry among the 
top post-consumer recy-
cled food package produc-
ers in the U.S more than a 
decade ago.

“Achieving 100% recy-
cle-ready packaging rep-
resents the type of contin-
uous improvement that is 
common among farmers as 
they strive for ever improv-
ing e�ciency,” said Rick 
Tomlinson, president of 
the California Strawberry 
Commission, in a prepared 
release.

Javier Zamora, grower 
and owner of JSM Organ-
ics based in Royal Oaks, 
opted into using a 100% 
compostable package years 
ago. JSM Organics o�ers 
organic produce ranging 
from heirloom tomatoes 
and summer squash, to 
strawberries. Although a 

compostable or recyclable 
package can cost three to 
four times the cost of stan-
dard packaging, his cus-
tomers are willing to pay 
a little more for a product 
with a lighter carbon foot-
print. And he’s excited that 
the rest of the berry indus-
try will soon be on board 
as well.

“It’s about time that the 
industry pays attention to 
our environment, plastic 
being one of them … it’s 
the responsible thing to 
do,” Zamora said.

With the industry com-
mitting to move toward 
“recycle ready” packaging, 
new glue and labels that 
align with design stan-
dards set forth by the Asso-
ciation of Plastic Recyclers 
will be used, O’Donnell 
said.

Some of the berry pro-
ducers are also supporting 
the development of new 
materials by experiment-
ing with cardboard con-
tainers and newer bioplas-
tics, both of which can be 
recycled or composted.
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By Kevin Freking
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON » “It’s been 
three years of promises 
made and promises kept, 
but we’re just getting 
started, (insert state here).”

That line from Vice Pres-
ident Mike Pence is a hall-
mark of how he introduces 
President Donald Trump to 
campaign rally audiences. 
Last week, he delivered ver-
sions at rallies in Colorado 
Springs and Las Vegas.

But is it true? In some re-
spects, yes. Trump has fol-
lowed through on promises 
to cut regulations and rene-
gotiate trade deals and to 
donate his salary, just to 
name a few.

But in many critical ar-
eas, promises made by the 
president have not been 
promises kept.

A look at some areas 
where rhetoric has not 
matched reality.

Economic growth
The economy under 

Trump will grow at a sus-
tainable rate of “at least 
3.5 percent and as high as 
4 percent.” The promise 
was part of the president’s 
“Contract with the Ameri-
can voter” that was released 
in the weeks before the 2016 
presidential election and 
fed the story line that he 
would light a fire under an 
Obama economy that Re-
publicans repeatedly cate-
gorized as sluggish.
WHAT HAPPENED » Growth 
has largely followed the 
same trends of the Obama 
era, even after the stimulus 
from the 2017 tax cuts. The 
nation’s economy, or gross 
domestic product, grew at 
a rate of 2.4 percent in the 
president’s first year in of-
fice, 2.9 percent in 2018 
and 2.3 percent last year. 
The gains mean the econ-
omy is improving, just not 

as rapidly as what Trump 
pledged to voters, and that 
makes it di�cult to build 
the political will to pay for 
his other stated initiatives 
such as fixing the nation’s 
infrastructure.

Federal debt
When declaring his can-

didacy, Trump said he 
would “reduce our $18 tril-
lion in debt.” He later took 
those vows a step farther, 
declaring that he would 
not just balance the bud-
get, but pay down the en-
tire national debt.
WHAT HAPPENED » The op-
posite. The U.S. budget def-
icit through the first four 
months of this budget year 
is up 19% from the same 
period a year ago, putting 
the country on track to re-
cord its first $1 trillion defi-
cit since 2012. The deficit re-
flected government spend-
ing that has grown 10.3% 
this budget year while rev-
enues were up only 6.1%. 
The deficit has gone up ev-
ery year of Trump’s presi-
dency. The national debt 
now stands at more than 
$23 trillion.

Border wall
When announcing his 

White House run on June 
16, 2015, Trump declared: 
“I will build a great, great 
wall on our southern bor-
der. And I will have Mexico 
pay for that wall.”
WHAT HAPPENED » Mexico 
isn’t paying. The president 
has tried in multiple ways 
to demonstrate otherwise. 
He has argued that the up-
dated U.S. trade agreement 
with Canada and Mexico 
will pay for the wall be-
cause of economic bene-
fits he predicts will come 
from the deal. But noth-
ing in the trade agreement 
would cover or refund the 
construction cost or require 
a payment from Mexico. He 

told supporters at a rally 
that “redemption money 
is paying for the wall.” Re-
demption payments don’t 
exist; Trump apparently 
meant to cite remittances. 
That refers to money that 
immigrants in the U.S. send 
to their countries of ori-
gin, often to family mem-
bers. Trump has at vari-
ous times talked about tax-
ing or blocking such money, 
but that has not been done.

Instead, the president 
has diverted money from 
military construction proj-
ects and approved using 
counter-drug spending to 
pay for wall construction. 
The reliance on Pentagon 
money continued anew 
this month when $3.8 bil-
lion previously authorized 
for F-35 fighter aircraft and 
other military programs 
was diverted to help build 
portions of the border wall.

Taxes
To make his proposed 

tax cuts more palatable to 
voters, Trump dangled the 
idea that tax rates would 
go up for the rich. In May 
2016, he told NBC: “For the 
wealthy, I think frankly i \t 
is going to go up and, you 
know what, it really should 
go up.”
WHAT HAPPENED » Taxes on 
the rich went down, not up 
in the vast majority of cases. 
The top income tax rate fell 
from 39.6% to 37% as a re-
sult of the changes Repub-
licans made to the tax code. 
The new cap on state and 
local tax deductions limited 
the benefits for some of the 
very rich. But households 
earning more than $1 mil-
lion saved on average more 
than $64,000 last year, ac-
cording to an analysis by 
Congress’ Joint Committee 
on Taxation. People earn-
ing $50,000 to $100,000 
got about a $1,000 cut from 
their income taxes.

POLITICS

‘Promises kept’ mantra 
doesn’t match reality

CAROLYN KASTER — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE

Supporters of President Donald Trump wait for him to arrive to speak at a rally in Fort 
Wayne, Ind. 

He said in a video that 
his goal was to eventually 
fly to the edge of outer 
space to determine for 
himself whether the world 
is round.

“I don’t want to take 
anyone else’s word for it,” 
he said in the video, posted 
on the BBC News website. 
“I don’t know if the world 
is flat or round.”

In another v ideo 
posted on his YouTube 
site, Hughes said he also 
wanted “to convince peo-
ple they can do things 
that are extraordinary 
with their lives.”

“My story really is in-
credible,” Hughes once 

told The Associated 
Press. “It’s got a bunch 
of story lines — the ga-
rage-built thing. I’m an 
older guy. It’s out in the 
middle of nowhere, plus 
the Flat Earth. The prob-
lem is it brings out all the 
nuts also.”

Crash
FROM PAGE 2

“My story really 
is incredible. 
It’s got a bunch 
of story lines 
— the garage-
built thing. ... 
The problem is 
it brings out all 
the nuts also.”
— Mike Hughes
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