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By Jessica A. York
jyork@santacruzsentinel.com 
@reporterjess on Twitter

PLEASURE POINT » Construction 
work to install a new East Cli� 
Drive coastal monitoring well be-
gan this week, with the arrival of 
a drill rig at the intersection with 
Pleasure Point Drive.

The city of Santa Cruz e�ort, 
expected to extend through mid-
March, is among the more pub-
licly visible pieces of the Water 
Department’s aquifer storage 
and recovery pilot program. The 
city e�ort is aimed at determin-
ing whether or not the city can ef-
fectively store underground and 
later retrieve excess treated river 
water supply. East Cli� Drive will 
remain open for the majority of 
work, with temporary intermit-
tent closures expected once the 
construction work is completed 
and the equipment is taken away, 
according to city o�cials.

The new 950-foot-deep well, 
part of a nearly $1.1 million con-
tract with Ventura-based Pueblo 
Water Resources approved by city 
leaders in December, initially be 
used to collect water-elevation 
and water-quality data and, later, 
also will serve as a seawater intru-
sion “sentry well” after the aquifer 
storage and recovery pilot testing 
program is completed.

PLEASURE POINT

Water well 
built to monitor 
recovery e�orts

 DAN COYRO — SANTA CRUZ SENTINEL

Nate Kennedy and Josh Edmonds are part of a Downtown Streets Team working Thursday with AmeriCorps on the San Lorenzo 
River restoration for the Estuary Project initiated three years ago by the Valley Women’s Club. Volunteers work monthly on the San 
Lorenzo River levee from Laurel Street to the river mouth.

SANTA CRUZ

KEEPING THE STREETS CLEAN

By Lisa Krieger
Bay Area News Group

A Solano County woman now 
critically ill with coronavirus was 
hospitalized for 11 days before her 
infection was revealed to health-
care workers, raising the poten-
tial of broader community expo-
sure to the dangerous respiratory 
disease.

Su�ering from flu-like symp-
toms, the patient brought herself 
to the 50-bed NorthBay VacaVal-
ley Hospital in Vacaville on Feb. 
15, according to the Washington 
Post. She was transferred to UC 
Davis for advanced care four days 
later, on Feb. 19.

Suspecting coronavirus, UC 
Davis requested a test upon her 
arrival. The U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control conducted the test 
four days later, on Sunday, Feb. 
23. Results were not returned un-
til Wednesday, Feb. 26, according 
to a UC Davis statement.

Faced with the prospect of 
community spread of the disease, 
expanded testing is essential, said 
Gov. Gavin Newsom at a Thursday 
morning briefing in Sacramento.

California currently has only 
200 test kits, said Newsom. “This 
is simply inadequate to do the type 
of testing that is required to ad-
dress this issue head on,” he said.

“This case marks a turning 

point,” said Dr. Sonia Y. Angell, 
director of the California De-
partment of Public Health at the 
Thursday briefing. “We are ex-
panding surveillance activity, in-
creasing lab capacity and plan-
ning for increased demand on 
medical systems.”

Federal health officials have 
said that they are broadening the 
nation’s flu surveillance system to 
look for people in the general pop-
ulation who may be unknowingly 
infected with the new disease.

But there are no immediate 
plans to test the general popula-
tion in Solano County, the home 
of the sick patient, the nation’s 
first apparent case of coronavi-

rus infection from an unknown 
source.

The new surveillance system 
is first being launched at public 
health labs in San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Seattle, Chicago, and 
New York City.

On Thursday morning, Health 
and Human Services Secretary 
Alex Azar told the House Ways & 
Means Committee that a new and 
improved CDC test will be sent to 
93 public health labs as soon as 
Monday. He did not specify which 
labs will receive the test.

The hospital is monitoring the 
health of scores of sta� members 
who may have come in contact 
with her. Most are tracking their 

own health, but sta� who had di-
rect contact with the woman have 
been tested for the virus.

Information on the woman’s 
family, work and social contacts 
was not immediately available.

Health o�cials are tracking 
down contacts of the patient, as 
well as investigating whether the 
person was unknowingly exposed 
to a returned traveler who was in-
fected.

Solano County is home to Tra-
vis Air Force Base, where many 
travelers have been quarantined. 
But this patient became ill before 
the arrival of the passengers of 
the virus-stricken Diamond Prin-

SOLANO COUNTY

Infected patient wasn’t tested for 11 days

By Elaine Ingalls
eingalls@santacruzsentinel.com 
@elaine_ingalls on Twitter

SANTA CRUZ » Three local com-
panies have made the Inc. 5000 
Series: California, a list of the 
state’s 250 fastest-growing pri-
vate companies.

The Inc. 5000 Series: Califor-
nia is ranked by highest reve-
nue increase from 2016 to 2018. 
This is a regional spino� of the 
magazine’s annual Inc. 5000 list, 
which has been produced every 
year since 1982. This is the first 
year that Inc. has launched the 
Inc. 5000 Series, which recog-
nizes the fastest-growing com-
panies in California, the Wash-
ington DC Metro area, Florida, 
the Midwest and Texas.

Santa Cruz-based Mynt Sys-
tems (ranked 60th out of 250) 
and Warrior Made (ranked 73rd) 
made the list, as well as engage-
dIN (ranked 124th) in Felton.

“The companies on this list 
demonstrate just how much the 
small business sector impacts 
California’s economy,” said Inc. 
Editor-in-Chief Scott Omelianuk 
in a prepared release. “Across ev-
ery single industry, these busi-
nesses have posted revenue and 
growth rates that are beyond im-
pressive, further proving the te-
nacity of its founders and CEOs.”

Mynt Systems, a Santa Cruz-
based commercial energy e�-
ciency solutions company, pro-
vides site assessment, design, en-
gineering, product management 
and implementation of energy-ef-
ficient projects. Founded in 2014, 
the company started with three 
employees and now has nearly 30 

employees, according to Derek 
Hansen, CEO of Mynt Systems. 
Revenue growth was charted at 
nearly $1.8 million in 2016 and 
more than $7.9 million in 2018, 
according to Inc. Magazine.

Hansen attributes the compa-
ny’s growth to four things. He 
said Mynt Systems provides a 
more holistic approach to energy 
e�ciency and renewable energy, 
which the company calls “build-
ing performance.” Hansen said 
the company combines indus-
tries into one place and has a cli-
ent-centric approach to energy, 
meaning it tailors to consumers’ 
needs. Mynt Systems also hires 
local talent, keeping Santa Cruz 
County residents working where 
they live, Hansen said. Mynt Sys-
tems intends to grow throughout 
California, Hansen said, and is 

developing a national clientele.
Warrior Made is a health and 

wellness company that sells on-
line fitness products, including 
meal plans, cookbooks and sup-
plements. Warrior Made was 
founded in 2012 and has 33 em-
ployees. In 2018, the company’s 
revenue was roughly $14.6 mil-
lion, up from about $3.9 million 
in 2016, according to Inc. Mag-
azine.

Fresh Tri, previously branded 
as engagedIN, is a behavior-
change technology company that 
empowers users to create healthy 
habits through a combination of 
science, technology and design. 
The company has a habit-forma-
tion app, also called Fresh Tri, 
that guides consumers in build-
ing sustainable habits that sup-

SANTA CRUZ

Three local companies are 
recognized by Inc. Magazine

By Ashleigh Papp
apapp@santacruzsentinel.com

SANTA CRUZ » Communities 
around the world Saturday will 
participate in World Rare Dis-
ease Day in order to shed a light 
on diseases that are less com-
mon, but of no less importance.

Nearly 7,000 di�erent rare dis-
eases exist today, each of these 
with less than 200,000 people di-
agnosed. According to The XLH 
Network, an international orga-
nization led by a Santa Cruz lo-
cal, “training clinicians about 
rare disorders can minimize the 
possibility of misdiagnosis and 
delay in therapy.”

Susan Faitos, a lifelong Santa 
Cruz resident and now executive 
director of The XLH Network, 
said she is looking forward to the 
chance to tell her story. It wasn’t 
until Faitos was 55 years old that 
she finally met a doctor who un-
derstood the disease that she had 
been living with all of her life. 
“It’s so rare, people with it often 
have to educate doctors about it,” 
she said.

At 18 months of age, Faitos’ 
parents approached Stanford 
University medicine specialists, 
but at that time, in the early 
1960s, the ailment that kept Fai-
tos’ vitamin D and phosphorus 
levels constantly low and her legs 
oddly curved remained a mys-
tery. It wasn’t until a surgery 
when she was 14 years old left 
her bones unhealed months later 
that doctors realized what had 
been ailing Faitos since birth: 
X-linked Hypophosphatemia, or 
“XLH.”

XLH is a lifelong disorder 
caused by a mutation, or random 
change, in one gene, Faitos ex-

plained. Genes hold the genetic 
building blocks of life — ade-
nine (A), thymine (T), cytosine 
(C) and guanine (G). The Human 
Genome Project estimates that 
humans have somewhere from 
20,000 to 25,000 genes. It’s the 
arrangement of these four items 
that determine how proteins are 
formed and function in the body.

In the case of XLH, a di�er-
ent arrangement of A, T, C and 
G leads to a change in the pro-
tein called “PHEX.” This ulti-
mately causes the body to dis-
pose of more phosphorus than 
normal in the urine, leading 
to an overall deficiency that af-
fects bone density and growth. 
Aside from bowed legs, as Fai-
tos experienced at a young age, 
other symptoms of XLH include 
a shorter stature or decreased 
growth rate, a waddling gait, and 
muscle pain or weakness, among 
other ailments.

According to Thomas Carpen-
ter, a professor of pediatrics at 
Yale University School of Med-
icine who specializes in XLH 
treatment, just one in 20,000 
people have XLH. But for Faitos, 
a lifelong XLH patient, learning 
how to deal with this rare dis-
ease has been frustrating and 
lonely. “There was so much I 
didn’t know about my disease the 
only one made it embarrassing 
and almost shameful,” she said.

With the invention of the in-
ternet and its widespread use 
across the world, Faitos found an 
online group of people who also 
lived with this rare disease. “Af-
ter years of dealing with it by my-
self, it felt weird to suddenly start 
talking about it,” she explained. 
This online forum eventually ma-

HEALTH

Event raises awareness for 
World Rare Disease Day
Rare diseases may a�ect more than you realize

Mynt Systems, Warrior Made and Fresh Tri make Inc. 5000 Series: California list
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Mynt Systems CEO Derek Hansen goes over construction project 
plans with an employee at their downtown Santa Cruz o�ce.  Mynt is 
featured in Inc. Magazine as one of the 250�fastest-growing private 
companies in California.   
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The Water Department
is expected to present early
this year the results of its
earlier pilot well injection-
and-recovery pilot e�ort,
conducted last year else-
where in the water basin.
In addition to bolstering
the city’s water supply in
dry years, the aquifer stor-

age and recovery project, if
implemented, will help bol-
ster the entire Mid-County
Groundwater Basin, as
part of a sustainability
plan currently under state
review. The state is accept-
ing public comment on the
collaborative regional wa-
ter plan through May 4 on-
line at sgma.water.ca.gov/
portal.

Contact reporter Jessica
A. York at 831-706-3264.
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cess cruise ship.
The Solano County pa-

tient’s test was delayed, ac-
cording to UC Davis o�-
cials, because the patient
did not fit into the CDC’s
two criteria: a history of
travel to China or close con-
tact with a coronavirus pa-
tient.

But the patient was eligi-
ble for testing under a third
CDC criteria: For severely ill
individuals, testing can be
considered when exposure
history is equivocal — such
as uncertain travel or expo-
sure, or no known exposure
— and another etiology has
not been identified.

Such community trans-
mission is worrisome be-
cause a virus is much harder
to control once it spreads in
o�ces, schools, medical of-
fices and other public sites.
The case di�ers from oth-
ers in the U.S., where the in-
fected persons were known
travelers who were quickly
and safely quarantined, or
persons in close contact

with those travelers.
Though the goal is still to

contain the virus, the new
case raises concerns that it
may already circulating un-
detected in the region.

At a media briefing ear-
lier this week, Dr. Nancy
Messonnier of the CDC’s Na-
tional Center for Immuni-
zation and Respiratory Dis-
eases said that the new sur-
veillance at those five sites
is just a starting point and
that coronavirus surveil-
lance will expand nationally
in the coming weeks.

“We are aware and con-
cerned for broader spread
in the U.S.,” she said. “We
have already started sur-
veillance system sites in the
U.S. and are rapidly work-
ing to expand that more
broadly.”

The initial plan is to test
samples of patients who
are very sick with respira-
tory disease but are nega-
tive for the flu.

On Thursday morning,
HHS Secretary Azar told
the House Ways & Means

Committee that the CDC
has tested 3,625 specimens
so far. At least 40 public
health laboratories should
now be able to test using
modified existing CDC test
kits, he said.

“In addition, a newly
manufactured CDC test can
be sent to 93 public health
labs as soon as Monday, and
there is a privately manu-
factured test based on the
new CDC test that can be
sent to those same labs as
soon as tomorrow, pending
FDA clearance,” he said.

Neither Sacramento
County nor the Califor-
nia Department of Public
Health was doing testing
when UC Davis needed it,
according to a memo to UC
Davis medical sta� from
David Lubarsky, vice-chan-
cellor of human health ser-
vices, and Brad Simmons,
interim CEO of UC Davis
Medical Center.

“Upon admission, our
team asked public health
o�cials if this case could
be COVID-19,” the name of

the respiratory disease, they
said. “We requested CO-
VID-19 testing by the CDC.”

“Since the patient did not
fit the existing CDC crite-
ria for COVID-19, a test was
not immediately adminis-
tered,” they said. “UC Da-
vis Health does not control
the testing process,” they
added.

A small number of med-
ical center employees have
been asked to stay home
and monitor their temper-
atures, according to the
statement. But “because of
precautions we have had in
place since this patient’s ar-
rival, we believe there has
been minimal potential for
exposure here at UC Davis
Medical Center,” the email
said.

Virus
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terialized into a physical
meeting in San Francisco
in 2015.

“People with XLH look
different … but walking
into a room with others
who also have XLH was a
life-changing experience,”
Faitos said.

Now 60 years old,
Faitos recently became
more invested in spread-
ing the word about this

rare disease by lead-
ing The XLH Network.
In preparation for Rare
Disease Day, she has
been working to plan in-
clusive events online in
an effort to raise aware-
ness about XLH and
other rare diseases.

To those who are inter-
ested in participating, a
Facebook Live chat will
take place Saturday, and
Chris Younger, an XLH
Network board member
will be releasing a song he
wrote titled “XLH Fight
Song” on YouTube.

Disease
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port their long-term health
and well-being. Fresh Tri,
at 13001 E. Zayante Road
in Felton, has 12 full-time
employees.

Fresh Tri helps users
build the “Iterative Mind-
set,” the company-branded
approach to habit forma-
tion. Individuals “try out”
new behaviors to see if
they fit, build on the ones
that do and modify or
find alternatives to the
ones that don’t work. The
company has a partner-
ship in Walmart in which
Walmart Associates im-
proved their long-term
health using the Iterative
Mindset.

“Through our behav-
ior change research with
Walmart, we found that
people who changed their
lives against all odds had
only one thing in common,
the Iterative Mindset,” said
Dr. Kyra Bobinet, CEO of
Fresh Tri. “Using this ex-
periment-and-iteration ap-

proach in our business has
been the primary driver of
our culture, our team cohe-
sion, and revenue growth.”

Statewide, the three
fastest-growing compa-
nies are Los Angeles me-
dia company Create Music
Group, Los Angeles travel
and hospitality business
Villaway and San Diego
advertising and market-
ing company LeadCrunch,
according to Inc. 5000: Se-
ries California. Altogether,
the 250 companies on the
list employed more than
49,000 workers and added
$5.6 billion in revenue to
California’s economy, ac-
cording to a press release.

“The Inc. 5000 is a
great honor — companies
need to prove tremendous
growth to be named to the
list — which makes it an
exclusive flagship event,”
Omelianuk said in a pre-
pared statement. “The re-
gional events are an oppor-
tunity to amplify how we
serve the American busi-
ness community.”

Contact reporter Elaine
Ingalls at 831-706-3253.
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By Ben Nadler
and Alan Fram
The Associated Press

MARIETTA, GA. » A Repub-
lican congressman’s deci-
sion to challenge freshly ap-
pointed Sen. Kelly Loe�er
is pitting two visions of the
GOP’s future against each
other. So far, it’s divided
voters and been anything
but polite.

Loe�er, 49, is a wealthy
businesswoman and politi-
cal newcomer who filled a
vacant Senate seat in Jan-
uary after being appointed
by Georgia’s governor. Top
Republicans hope she’ll
help the GOP lure back sub-
urban women, a pivotal vot-
ing bloc that’s fled the party
in dismay over President
Donald Trump’s crude be-
havior and hard-edged pol-
icies.

But among those chal-
lenging Loe�er in a Nov.
3 special election is Rep.
Doug Collins, a four-term
congressman popular
with the GOP’s conserva-
tive base. Collins, 53, who
makes frequent appear-
ances on the right-leaning
Fox News Channel, was one
of Trump’s fiercest defend-
ers during the impeach-
ment fight as the top Re-
publican on the House Ju-
diciary Committee, and he’s
portraying himself as more
conservative and loyal to
Trump than Loe�er is.

Against the backdrop of
this year’s presidential and
congressional elections, the
showdown looms as a test
of which path makes sense
for the GOP in a red-lean-
ing state where Democrats

have carved robust inroads.
It’s also left many voters
struggling to make up their
minds.

“Doug Collins has got
a track record. Kelly is an
unknown product,” said
Tony Casteel, an electrical
contractor from Marietta,
a bustling suburb in Cobb
County, just northwest of
Atlanta. “But you know, I
understand why Gov. Kemp
appointed Kelly. He’s try-
ing to reach out to subur-
ban women. Cobb County
has gone blue.”

The fight has fed GOP
worries of a battle that
could wound Republicans
in Georgia this fall. Trump,
GOP Sen. David Perdue and
the state’s 14 House seats
will also be on the ballot.

Instead of separate party
primaries for Loe�er’s seat,
Georgia has lumped all can-
didates into a single contest
Nov. 3. If no one receives
half the vote, there will be

a Jan. 5 runo� between the
top two vote-getters, no
matter their a�liation.

Republicans fret that
a drawn-out battle be-
tween Loeffler and Col-
lins will bloody both, leav-
ing a Democrat unscathed
and likely qualifying for
the runo�. That could be
the Rev. Raphael Warnock,
who is backed by Washing-
ton Democrats and is pas-
tor of the Atlanta church
where Martin Luther King
Jr. preached.

“If we’re busy tearing
ourselves apart in Septem-
ber and October, we could
lose Sen. Perdue and lose
the state for the president
and lose” Loeffler’s seat,
too, former House Speaker
Newt Gingrich, R-Ga., said
in an interview. Gingrich is
backing Loe�er.

Republicans control the
Senate, 53-47. Democrats
will need to gain at least
four seats to capture the

majority if Trump is re-
elected, one less if he’s not.
Democrats’ chances of win-
ning control seem uphill,
and GOP-held seats in Col-
orado, Arizona, Maine and
North Carolina are con-
sidered more at risk than
Georgia’s.

The faceoff between
Loeffler and Collins has
been intense.

On Thursday, the execu-
tive director of Senate Re-
publicans’ o�cial campaign
arm — which supports Loef-
fler — retweeted a report by
The Atlanta Journal-Con-
stitution that the organiza-
tion was warning top GOP
Senate aides to steer clear
of a fundraiser Collins had
planned for early March.

Kevin McLaughlin, who
runs the National Repub-
lican Senatorial Commit-
tee, tweeted Thursday that
Collins’ campaign was a
“kamikaze mission” whose
sta�ers don’t “give a damn
about irreparable harm
they’re doing to Collins or
POTUS,” the acronym for
president of the United
States. The campaign com-
mittee is allied with Senate
Majority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell, R-Ky., a Loeffler
supporter.

As the Senate considered
two GOP bills Tuesday curb-
ing abortions — doomed
votes that Collins’ backers
suspected were aimed at
letting Loe�er burnish her
conservative credentials —
Collins’ campaign was run-
ning digital ads. They ac-
cused Loe�er of backing
abortion rights and said,
“She should re-file to run
as a Democrat.”

POLITICS

Fight by 2 Republicans for Georgia
Senate seat unnerves the GOP

JACQUELYN MARTIN — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE

Sen. Kelly Loe�er, R-Ga., smiles before a re-enactment of
her swearing-in, by Vice President Mike Pence on Capitol
Hill in Washington.
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