
 

September 2, 2020 
 
The Honorable Senator Murkowski  
522 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Senator Whitehouse 
530 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Murkowski and Senator Whitehouse,  
 
Carbon180 strongly supports S. 3939, the Blue Carbon for Our Planet Act. This bill takes key steps to strengthen 
federal research on blue carbon and improve efforts to protect and utilize ocean and coastal ecosystems.  
 
According to the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, carbon removal can play an essential 
role in meeting climate goals and limiting global warming to both 1.5 degree and 2 degree targets. Blue carbon 
ecosystems have a significant impact on global carbon removal potential — 83% of the world’s carbon is circulated 
through oceans, with half of this carbon being sequestered by coastal habitats. The mitigation potential of coastal 
and marine ecosystems is about 1 gigaton of carbon dioxide per year by 2050. In addition to climate benefits, blue 
carbon ecosystems generate jobs and income for local economies, supporting healthy fisheries and providing 
recreational opportunities. Just as critically, blue carbon ecosystems provide a variety of environmental benefits, 
including improving water quality and protecting shorelines and coastal communities from sea level rise, erosion, 
floods, and storms. Ecosystem services from mangroves alone are estimated to be worth at least $1.6 billion per 
year. To fully reap these advantages, however, the United States will need a multiagency federal research and 
development strategy focused on creating measures to better understand, protect, and utilize these ecosystems. 
 
Collaboration across agencies and support from the National Academies of Sciences on research and data 
stewardship, as outlined in this bill, is key to the scale-up of blue carbon as a climate mitigation tool. The Blue 
Carbon for Our Planet Act addresses the need to deepen our understanding of geographically and ecologically 
diverse blue carbon ecosystems — incorporating recommendations from the National Academies’ Negative 
Emissions Technologies and Reliable Sequestration: A Research Agenda and the Energy Futures Initiative’s 
Clearing the Air — and will establish a much-needed strategic plan for the U.S. to lead on blue carbon research, 
protection, and restoration. 
 
We deeply appreciate your continued leadership on climate and carbon removal policy. This legislation is a 
necessary step for the U.S. to scale blue carbon efforts and fully reap the abundant climate, economic, and 
environmental benefits. We hope to see this bill move quickly through Congress and be enacted into law.  
 
Sincerely,  

Noah Deich 
Executive Director, Carbon180 

https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/
https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/
https://www.oceanfdn.org/sites/default/files/Laffoley%20The%20Management%20of%20Natural%20Coastal%20Carbon%20Sinks-.pdf
https://dev-oceanpanel.pantheonsite.io/sites/default/files/2019-09/19_HLP_Report_Ocean_Solution_Climate_Change_final.pdf
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/news/june19/ocean-economy-report.html
https://www.unenvironment.org/pt-br/node/10972
https://www.nap.edu/read/25259/chapter/1
https://www.nap.edu/read/25259/chapter/1
https://www.dropbox.com/s/2y36ngfrcbpv37f/EFI%20Clearing%20the%20Air%20Full%20Report.pdf?dl=0

