
I don’t think we ever try to establish trends. 
We try to keep moving forward and do something different. 

PA U L M C C A RT N E Y,  1 9 6 6 

From the cacophony of the 1960s rose the one band to rule them all -  
The Beatles. The famous foursome not only shaped music history,  
but also informed the rapidly changing cultural landscape around them  
as the band evolved from their teeny-bopper roots to the revolutionary  
social awareness, pscyhadelia, and musical experimentation of their later 
work. Throughout their meteoric rise - from working class Liverpool and 
honing their craft in Hamburg, to Beatlemania, the Ed Sullivan show,  
and rocking Shea Stadium - The Beatles contributed not just soul-stirring 
medleys and unforgettable lyrics to the world of music, but hairstyles, 
fashion, and cultural consciousness across the universe. 

I want to hold your hand
It is in that spirit of collaboration and innovation that we present our 2019 
program, “The BLUECOATS”.  From “I Want to Hold Your Hand” to 
Abbey Road, we use 21st century technology, unavailable when the music 
was created, to harness the breadth and depth of the Beatles’ catalog and 
explore our own evolution - on stage and live in concert.

All the lonely people/Where do they all come from?
Eleanor Rigby : The Beatles’ 1966 album, Revolver, showcased the band’s 
increasing interest in eschewing the constraints of live performance and pop/
rock sensibilities in favor of experimentation with new studio techniques and 
non-traditional instrumentation. With it’s double string quartet and haunting 
lyrics, “Eleanor Rigby” exemplifies this trend and provides a backdrop to the 
exploration of modern loneliness as we dance through our own  

“Sea of Holes”. 

We were talking/About the space between us all
Within You Without You : By the time Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts  
Club Band was released in 1967, the Beatles had ceased performing live all 
together, in favor of the freedom afforded by both studio technology and the 
release from constant touring. On an album replete with psychedelic imagery 
and vibrant musical color, George Harrison’s track, “Within You Without 
You” utilizes traditional Indian instruments in it’s lyric exploration of  
Hindu spiritual concepts and the quest for peace and truth. 

Blackbird singing in the dead of night/ 
Take these broken wings and learn to fly

Blackbird: “The White Album”, the band’s eponymous 1968 release, was 
packaged as a double LP, and replaced the kaleidoscope of color with an 
intentionally simple style. The music continued to change, too, with the 
collaborative alter ego concept of Sgt. Peppers supplanted by a compilation 
of primarily solo projects.  One such piece, Paul McCartney’s “Blackbird”, 
was inspired by the struggle for racial equality in the American South, and 
highlighted the new social consciousness the band had begun to contemplate.  

“It’s not really about a blackbird whose wings are broken, you know,”  
he later said, “It’s a bit more symbolic.” 

Come together, right now/Over me
Come Together : 1969’s Abbey Road was the Beatles’ 11th and final studio 
album. John Lennon originally wrote the first track, “Come Together”, for 
LSD-king Timothy Leary’s short lived California gubernatorial campaign, 
and the bluesy compilation of vivid singsong phrases rose to the top of the 
charts.  Shortly after the album was released, the band broke up for good, 
marking the end of an incredible era of creation that would prove to have  
an indelible influence on music and culture. 

And in the end/The love you take/Is equal to the love you make
With their relentless commitment to transformation, the mind, body, heart, 
and soul of John, Paul, George and Ringo changed the world of music 
forever. At the same time, they helped move the world of the 1960s from 
black and white to brilliant color, influencing fashion, social norms, and the 
zeitgeist at large.  Above all, “The BLUECOATS” is a concert celebrating 
the forward-thinking spirit of love, collaboration, innovation, and inclusion 
that The Beatles embodied.  It is also a celebration of our own heritage - 
from blue, to white, to blue again; and, with a little help from our friends, 
from working class Canton to the concert stage.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, The BLUECOATS!


