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▪ The Affordable Housing Commission commissioned a survey amongst a representative sample of British 
adults through YouGov.

▪ The survey was carried out between the 8th and 9th of October 2018 and 1,647 British adults were surveyed 
with 1,499 English and Welsh adults answering the questions

▪ The survey was carried out online and the results have been weighted to be representative of all British 
adults (18+)

Methodology
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Key Findings

Poll shows an acute housing crisis across England and Wales
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Two thirds of people (64%) believe that there is a national crisis over affordable housing 
and 52% believe it will get worse over the next decade.
• Young people, first time buyers and low income households are seen as the worst affected
• It is clearly seen to be the responsibility of Central and Local Government to fix this

47% of adults with housing costs have experienced financial difficulties over the past year 
as a result of housing costs
• The most common difficulty is an inability to save however around one in five have struggled to pay 

their bills, run out of money or been forced to borrow
• It is those with low incomes and the young who have experienced the most difficulties as well as 

those currently renting, seven in ten of whom have experienced financial difficulties.
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Millions of people are potentially on the brink of being unable to meet their housing costs if 
they or their partner lose their job
• A quarter of adults (23%) couldn’t last longer than a month without borrowing if they lost their job
• This concern is most keenly felt by those with a child in the household (32% say they could last no 

more than a month compared with 20% of those without children)
• Modest reductions of £100-£200 a month in housing costs could help millions of English and Welsh 

adults, with a third of those who had faced financial difficulties as a result of their housing costs 
saying a £200 a month reduction would allow them to avoid these issues.

Getting onto the housing ladder seems like a pipe dream to many
• Seven in ten private renters (68%) say they would need to win the lottery 

to be able to afford to buy a home
• 39% of renters say they would need a relative to die and leave them an 

inheritance in order for them to be able to buy a home



Survey results



• Nearly two thirds (64%) believe there is 
currently a national crisis over affordable 
housing

• This sentiment cuts across demographics 
with a majority of all ages, genders and 
regions (outside of the North West where 
there is a plurality) claiming there is a 
national crisis

• Respondents in their 40s and 50s are most 
likely to believe there is a crisis with renters, 
unsurprisingly, more likely to say the same 

17%

19%

64%

Would you say there is or is 
not currently a national 
crisis over affordable 

housing?

Don't know Is Not Is a crisis

N=1,499 English and Welsh adults, October 8th – 9th
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A majority of English and Welsh adults believe there is a housing crisis

Just 1 in 5 say there is no crisis
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The young, first time buyers and households on low incomes are seen as those 

bearing the brunt of the crisis

Which groups of people do you think are most affected by the availability of affordable housing? 
(Open question)

N=1,499 English and Welsh adults, October 8th – 9th



• A majority (52%) of adults think houses 
will become less affordable in the next 
ten years with a third (38%) thinking 
Brexit will results in less affordable 
homes (a belief held by one in five –
18% – Leave voters)

• Once again, we see the belief homes 
will become less affordable cutting 
across demographic lines with 
pluralities across groups holding these 
views

19% 21%

11% 13%

18%
28%

52%
38%

Next 10 years After Brexit

Do you think housing costs (e.g. rent, mortgage 
payments) will become more or less affordable during 
each of the following, or do you think there will be no 

difference?

Don't know More affordable No difference Less affordable
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…and believe that things are likely to get worse

There is pessimism over the affordability of housing in the future

N=1,499 English and Welsh adults, October 8th – 9th



• By 66% to 42%, Labour voters believe that 
central government have the most 
responsibility for addressing the availability 
of affordable housing whilst Conservative 
voters break 47% to 46% in saying local 
government is most responsible

• Across demographics, it is clear that 
government (whether local or national) is 
seen as having responsibility

55%

44%

23%

13%

11%

11%

10%

1%

Central government

Local councils/ authorities

House builders / developers

Private landlords

Don’t know

Housing associations

Mortgage lenders

Someone else

Which, if any, of the following do you think is most 
responsible for addressing the availability of 
affordable housing? Please select up to two.
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National & local government are seen as responsible for affordable housing

Some political differences emerge

N=1,499 English and Welsh adults, October 8th – 9th



• One in five (19%) English and Welsh adults spend more than 
40% of their net household income on their housing costs

• When removing those who have no housing costs, this 
jumps up to a quarter of English and Welsh adults

• The situation for renters is far worse with more than a 
quarter (27%) spending over half their compared with just 
7% of home owners

• Unsurprisingly, those on low incomes experience the 
greatest pain with a majority (57%) of those with incomes 
below £1,000 a month losing more than half their monthly 
income on housing costs

• Londoners and the young also lose more of their income 
each month meeting housing costs

19%

28%29%

24%

40%+20%-40%Less than
20%

Nothing

Proportion of net income that is spent on 
housing costs each month
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1 in 5 spend 40% or more of their net household income on housing

Excluding those with no housing costs, this jumps to a quarter

N=1,499 English and Welsh adults, October 8th – 9th



• 23% of English and Welsh adults say they would 
be forced to borrow/take on debt within two 
months of them or their partner losing their job

• This figure actually increases to 35% once you 
exclude the 36% of English and Welsh adults 
who either don’t work or don’t have any 
housing costs

• The concern is more keenly felt by those with a 
child in the household (32% say they could last 
no more than a month compared with 20% of 
those without children)

15%

8%

10%

7%

13%

Not at all1 month2-3 months4-6 monthsLonger

Please imagine you or your partner lost their job, for 
how many months would you be able to pay for your 

housing costs (i.e. rent or mortgage payments) 
without having to borrow money or take on debt?
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A quarter couldn’t last more than a month if they lost their job

Excluding those with no housing costs/not in work, this figure is 35%

N=1,499 English and Welsh adults, October 8th – 9th



32%

22%

17%

17%

16%

16%

13%

3%

3%

50%

Been unable to save for long…

Run out of money a week or more…

Used a credit card to meet basic…

Had to borrow money from family…

Struggled to pay for groceries

Struggled to pay my household bills

Had other financial difficulties

Used payday loan companies

Don’t know

None of these

Which, if any, of the following have applied to you 
in the last year as a result of your housing costs? 

Please select all that apply.

N=1,090 English and Welsh adults and 373 renters who have housing costs, October 8th – 9th
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Nearly half of those with housing costs have faced difficulty 

One in five have run out of money before the end of the month

• 47% of English and Welsh adults with housing 
costs have experienced financial difficulties over 
the past year as a result of these costs

• The most common difficulty is an inability to save. 
However around one in five have struggled to pay 
their bills, run out of money or been forced to 
borrow

• Once again, it is those with low incomes and the 
young who have experienced the most difficulties. 
44% of 18-24s have been unable to save, 34% of 
those under 30 have run out of money before the 
end of the month.



32%

22%

17%

17%

16%

16%

13%

3%

3%

50%

47%

36%

28%

32%

30%

32%

27%

6%

3%

26%

Been unable to save for long periods
of time

Run out of money a week or more
before the end of the month

Used a credit card to meet basic
expenses

Had to borrow money from family or
friends

Struggled to pay for groceries

Struggled to pay my household bills

Had other financial difficulties

Used payday loan companies

Don’t know

None of these

Which, if any, of the following have applied to you in 
the last year as a result of your housing costs? 

Please select all that apply.
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Renters facing greater difficulties

Seven in ten renters (71%) have struggled in the last year

• Across all the financial difficulties people have 
faced in the last year, renters have had a 
tougher time than their fellow citizens

• They are more than twice as likely to have been 
unable to save (47%) than home owners (23%)

• And more than twice as likely to have run out 
of money before the end of the month (36% 
compared to 14% of home owners)

• Almost a third have borrowed money from 
family or friends to meet housing costs

• More than a quarter have run out of money, 
used credit cards, borrowed from friends and 
family or struggled to pay for their groceries or 
bills
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17%
15%

11%11%

8%

13%

25%

Less than
£100

£101-£200£201-£300£301-£400£401-£500£500+Don't know

What is the approximate amount you'd need 
housing costs (e.g. rent, mortgage payments) to 
reduce in order to avoid the financial difficulties 

mentioned previously?

N=514 English and Welsh adults who have faced difficulties meeting their housing costs, October 8th – 9th
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Reductions in costs could solve problems faced by large numbers

£200 a month reduction in costs would solve financial difficulties faced by 32%

• If housing costs came down by £200 a month, a 
third (32%) of those who said they faced 
financial difficulties as a result of their housing 
costs would be able to avoid them

• A reduction of just £100 a month would help a 
quarter (27%) of those on the lowest incomes 
to avoid financial difficulties whilst a £300 
reduction would solve half of these 
respondents’ housing related money problems



64%

38%

35%

17%

15%

15%

11%

8%

Winning the lottery

Getting a better paid job

Inheritance from the death of a family member

A family member lending me the money

Moving back home with parents to save money

Moving in with a partner to save money

Don’t know

Other

Which, if any, of the following would need to happen in order for 
you to be able to afford your own home? (Please tick all that 

apply)

N=564 English and Welsh adults who do not own a home, October 8th – 9th
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…but to buy a lottery win needed by two thirds of non-homeowners

Inheritance seen as necessary to own a home by 35%

• 64% of English and Welsh 
adults who do not own a home 
say they’d need to win the 
lottery to own their own home. 
This rises to 72% of renters.

• A further 35% say the death of 
a relative would be needed 
whilst 38% would need a better 
paying job.



14%

28%

21%

10%
12%

15%

Up to £50k£100k£150k£200k£250k+Don't know

Regardless of how much homes in your area currently cost, 
what do you think would be an affordable price for an average 
first-time buyer to be able to buy a two-bedroom home in your 

local area?
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A majority say an affordable home should be £150k or less

Just one in five believe a 2 bedroom home in their area should be £200k+

• Across the country, English and 
Welsh adults think an affordable 
two-bedroom home in their area 
should be below £150k

• This holds true even in London 
where six in ten think a price of 
£150k or lower would be 
affordable

N=1,499 English and Welsh adults, October 8th – 9th
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What is the poll telling us?

And next steps for the Commission

• Poll shows that there is a serious national 
affordability crisis (across the country)

• It also shows it could get worse (millions of 
people are on the brink)

• People feel priced out (buying is a 
pipedream for the majority of renters)

• Housing costs need to be reduced if homes 
are to become ‘genuinely affordable’

• AHC will use opinion poll findings to 
inform its thinking

• Circulate the opinion poll and invite 
responses 

• Further polling and focus groups with 
the public are planned over next six 
months



About the Commission
The AHC is an independent, non-partisan commission. Set against the backdrop of serious housing affordability crisis the Smith 
Institute with the support of the Nationwide Foundation, established the independent Affordable Housing Commission (AHC), 
chaired by Lord Best with 15 leading players from across the housing world.

Over the lifetime of the Commission, it will be undertaking research and financial modelling, conducting polling and focus groups 
and publishing discussion documents. Alongside our research activities the Commission will be engaging key stakeholders and 
hosting events across the country. 

A final report of the Commission’s findings and recommendations will be published in early 2020.  

Core objectives
The country is in the middle of an acute and worsening affordable housing crisis. Yet housing affordability 
is poorly understood, and policy makers and politicians have struggled to find any lasting solutions.  
The AHC seeks to address these concerns. Its core objectives are to: 

• examine the causes and effects of the affordability crisis and how it relates to tenure, 
place, demographics, incomes, wealth distribution, life chances, as well as the 
social and economic impacts

• explore and propose workable solutions (big and small)
• raise awareness of the concerns and solutions (among practitioners, 

decision-makers and the public)
• engage stakeholders and build a consensus for change 

Contact
If you would like to know 

more or contribute to the 
AHC’s work, please get in touch:

@AHC_Housing
info@affordablehousingcommission.org
www.affordablehousingcommission.org


