
2019 Ross School Field Academy  
OFF-CAMPUS TRAVEL COURSES 
 
The Balkans—Culture, Conflict, and Reconciliation: Croatia (Grade 7 & 8 only) 
In this course, students will travel to the crossroads of history both modern and ancient. They will engage in community 
work with local student groups and NGOs working to bridge the divides that endure in cities like Mostar and Sarajevo. The 
trip will conclude with a visit to a Dervish retreat on the shore of the Buna River. 
Student Fee: $4,260  
 
What to Eat in China: From Takeout to Takeoff  
The class will go to China as proponents of a cultural exchange centered on cuisine. First, students will explore what it 
means to consume “Chinese food” here in America, then they will travel to China, interviewing workers at every stage of 
food production, from the fields all the way to high-end Chinese restaurants in the capital city of Beijing.  
Students will create a portfolio of polished, professional essays on the cuisine they sample. 
Student Fee: $5,600 
 
Corps of Discovery: Following in the Footsteps of Lewis and Clark in the Pacific Northwest  
On this journey of discovery, students will follow in the footsteps of explorers Lewis and Clark, traveling by car from St. 
Louis, Missouri, to Seaside, Oregon, viewing natural wonders and engineering marvels. Along the way, they will examine 
the historical importance of the expedition and the impact it left on westward expansion and  
the benefits of the National Park Service established by President Woodrow Wilson. 
Student Fee: $5,100 
 
Namaste: Experience the History and Culture of India Through the Eyes of Royalty  
Students will explore the key cultural centers of Delhi, Agra, Jaipur, and Pushkar and will experience firsthand how 
historical cultural influences are embedded in daily practices. Students will also have the opportunity to explore the 
significance of the animal life in India by visiting the famous Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve, the Dera Amer Elephant Camp, 
Camels of Pushkar, and the Rebel Monkey Tribe of Galta.  
Student Fee: $5,600 
 
Una Nuova Mappa Mentale del Mondo: Ancient Italy in the 21st Century  
From large cities like Rome and Florence to tiny villages like Pienza and Montepulciano, students will recognize unseen 
details and innovations that provide understanding about how people (Etruscans, Romans, Renaissance artists, and 
modern designers) have interacted with their environment throughout history. Various student products will include 
blogging, written essays, photographs, websites, and films that showcase their findings.  
Student Fee: $5,500 
 
Agglomerated Cork, Insulated Wire, and Salted Cod: Portugal’s Material Narratives  
Ensconced in the seaside metropole of Porto, students will choose a single material fundamental to Portugal’s 
contemporary economy (e.g., wood products, foodstuffs, machine parts). Through investigations of sites around Porto, 
students will spend the first week collecting evidence of their material, then they will transform their raw, often prosaic 
materials into engaging creative pieces.  
Student Fee: $5,500  
 
Service, Surf, and the Sea: Sri Lanka  
This Sri Lanka exploration will be an opportunity to connect not only with the people and animals of Sri Lanka but also with 
the spirit of Sri Lanka through yoga, meditation, and temple explorations; the Buddhist mindset will be a thread of students’ 
daily experience. Students will receive between 40 and 48 hours of community service through this trip.  
Student Fee: $5,200 
 
Colombia and Peru: Do Things You Think You Cannot Do  
Four world-class photographers will mentor students as they toggle between street culture of Colombia and Peru as guided 
by the unflinching realism of Ron Haviv and the poetry of Michael Robinson Chávez, and conceptual frames in rugged 
settings as inspired by the phantasmagoria of Claire Rosen and abstraction of Chris Morris. The group will also challenge 
themselves through multiple kinetic experiences—zip-lining, sand surfing, and trekking—helping students marry their art to 
the biorhythms of Peru and Colombia. 
Student Fee: $5,500 
 
Ross School Tennis Academy to Brazil  
This course will be open to all RSTA students, and boys and girls varsity tennis team players. Students will experience 
international competition daily with a variety of top junior players from the Sao Paulo area. This is a great opportunity for 
RSTA players to recharge their minds and refresh their energy in one of the world’s most renowned hubs for junior 
development in tennis.  
Student Fee: $4,750  
 
 



ON-CAMPUS COURSES 
 
Warriors and Healers (Grade 7 & 8 only) 
Drawing on the wisdom from warrior cultures and healing practices across different civilizations in human history, students 
will engage in and learn a wide range of activities that promote physical fitness, and wellness practices that support the 
mental and emotional health of young people.  
Student Fee: $350 
 
Art and Global Migration  
Through lectures and research, students will become familiar with artists who explore the critical role of contemporary art in 
transforming, redefining, and reimagining the global phenomenon of migration. Students will also visit museums, galleries, 
and artists’ studios in New York City and on the East End, and will stay overnight in Manhattan. Much of the course will be 
spent on studio time, with students engaging in their own art production making prints, zines, drawings, paintings, and a 
collaborative large-scale mural.  
Student Fee: $1,200 
 
Science Fiction and Human Reality  
In this course, students will explore our hopes, fears and dreams for the 21st century and beyond through the perspectives 
of some of the visionaries—scientists, artists, and philosophers—who have contemplated its many possibilities. Students 
will analyze movies through perennial lenses such as accelerating technology, utopias and dystopias, deteriorating 
environment, societal collapse, evolving consciousness, cyborgification, and so on. 
Student Fee: $250 
 
Global Literature and Culture at a Glance  
In this course, students will appreciate classical literature in its original written language: Chinese, Spanish, or French. 
Through the lenses of literary works, students will experience cultural expression across linguistic boundaries, and 
demonstrate their understanding of cultural exchange through reading by group discussion and research. Individuals will 
present their final work in various forms in fine art, media, or performing art.  
Student Fee: $200  
 
Fashion Design 
Students will study fashion from around the world, learning how it defines culture and the impact of its timeless, subliminal 
meanings and messages within that culture, as well as its major economic impact worldwide. The class will travel at least 
two times to New York City to view the Metropolitan Museum’s permanent couture collection and visit the famous 5th 
Avenue to research different designers, fabrications, tailoring techniques, and various types of garments at designer retail 
locations. After completing their designs, students will once again travel to the city to shop at Mood, the famous fabric and 
accessory warehouse popularized by the hit design show Project Runway, to purchase samples that will be presented on 
their design boards.  
Student Fee: $500 
 
Sustainability and Service on Long Island  
In this course, students in grades 7–PG will have the opportunity to give back to the community by working on different 
service projects throughout the course. These service opportunities will include work at the Quogue Wildlife Refuge, 
Habitat for Humanity and the Cooperative Extension Marine Program of Suffolk County to learn about current marine 
conservation issues. Students will also walk and hike through important groundwater recharge areas and learn about 
the  important role clean water has in both salt and fresh water environments.  
Student Fee: $500 
 
On-Court Tennis Intensive  
This advanced training course is designed for those students who wish to improve both their tennis strokes and match play 
performance. Instruction will include fast-paced drills, techniques, and strategy. Students will be grouped according to 
ability and experience. Students will also receive video analysis instruction for a better understanding of their tennis strokes 
in comparison to professional athletes. The course will also offer tennis conditioning, nutritional advice, and mindfulness 
classes to improve overall performance.  
Student Fee: $1,350  
 


