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By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh 
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing, 
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision 
for the entire city, but many of his proposals 

will have a specific impact on Queens. 
From reopening communities centers in 

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners 
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress. 

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted 

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease 
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio 
administration stepped in to help broker a 
new deal that would keep the historic bar in 

Flushing community board set 
to vote on controversial rezoning

Mayor pledges to protect business, serve 
youth and build homes during annual address
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ADDISLEIGH PARK WAS DESIGNATED 
a New York City historic district during Black 
History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 
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Queens 
commitments

By Victoria Merlino
Queens Daily Eagle

Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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WORLD WAR II VETERAN OLIVER 
Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.


FDNY MARINE COMPANY 4 RESCUED 
boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”


GOV. ANDREW CUOMO SIGNED A
bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked 
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and 
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen 
treats will be limited to five percent and require 
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK 
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN 
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
own country.”


COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development 
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing 
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing. 
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed 
development would be inclusionary, though an 
income range has not yet been specified.

By David Brand and Teresa Mettela
Queens Daily Eagle

More than 46,000 Queens residents were 
without power Wednesday afternoon, 24 hours 
after an intense tropical storm tore through the 
borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 

power at some point during the heavy winds 
and rain, complicating life for people stuck at 
home as a result of COVID-19.

The whipping winds of Tropical Storm Isaias 
ripped down trees across Queens, causing sig-
nificant damage to homes and cars and killing 

at least one man in Briarwood who was sitting 
in his van when a tree fell on top of the vehicle.

Queens residents who work or take classes 
remotely said the outages have paralyzed their 
ability to stay connected.

Continued on page 2

A tree fell across wires in
Queens Village, knocking
out power and upending

a chunk of sidewalk.
Photo by Teresa Mettela

Queens Housing 
Court trials

will resume in 
September

Hon. Anthony Cannataro is the administrative judge for New York City Civil Court. 
Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.

Continued on page 12

LIGHTS OUT
57,000 Queens
residents lose power
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Tuesday storm
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By Victoria Merlino
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Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh 
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing, 
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision 
for the entire city, but many of his proposals 

will have a specific impact on Queens. 
From reopening communities centers in 

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners 
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress. 

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted 

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease 
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio 
administration stepped in to help broker a 
new deal that would keep the historic bar in 

Flushing community board set 
to vote on controversial rezoning

Mayor pledges to protect business, serve 
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History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 
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WORLD WAR II VETERAN OLIVER 
Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.


FDNY MARINE COMPANY 4 RESCUED 
boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”


GOV. ANDREW CUOMO SIGNED A
bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked 
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and 
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen 
treats will be limited to five percent and require 
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK 
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN 
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
own country.”


COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development 
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing 
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing. 
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed 
development would be inclusionary, though an 
income range has not yet been specified.

By David Brand and Teresa Mettela
Queens Daily Eagle

More than 46,000 Queens residents were 
without power Wednesday afternoon, 24 hours 
after an intense tropical storm tore through the 
borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 

power at some point during the heavy winds 
and rain, complicating life for people stuck at 
home as a result of COVID-19.

The whipping winds of Tropical Storm Isaias 
ripped down trees across Queens, causing sig-
nificant damage to homes and cars and killing 

at least one man in Briarwood who was sitting 
in his van when a tree fell on top of the vehicle.

Queens residents who work or take classes 
remotely said the outages have paralyzed their 
ability to stay connected.

Continued on page 2

A tree fell across wires in
Queens Village, knocking
out power and upending

a chunk of sidewalk.
Photo by Teresa Mettela

Queens Housing 
Court trials

will resume in 
September

Hon. Anthony Cannataro is the administrative judge for New York City Civil Court. 
Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.

Continued on page 12

LIGHTS OUT
57,000 Queens
residents lose power
during intense
Tuesday storm

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh 
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing, 
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision 
for the entire city, but many of his proposals 

will have a specific impact on Queens. 
From reopening communities centers in 

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners 
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress. 

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted 

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease 
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio 
administration stepped in to help broker a 
new deal that would keep the historic bar in 

Flushing community board set 
to vote on controversial rezoning

Mayor pledges to protect business, serve 
youth and build homes during annual address
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ADDISLEIGH PARK WAS DESIGNATED 
a New York City historic district during Black 
History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 
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Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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ADDISLEIGH PARK WAS DESIGNATED 
a New York City historic district during Black 
History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
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Queens 
commitments

By Victoria Merlino
Queens Daily Eagle

Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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WORLD WAR II VETERAN OLIVER 
Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.


FDNY MARINE COMPANY 4 RESCUED 
boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”


GOV. ANDREW CUOMO SIGNED A
bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked 
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and 
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen 
treats will be limited to five percent and require 
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK 
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN 
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
own country.”


COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development 
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing 
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing. 
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed 
development would be inclusionary, though an 
income range has not yet been specified.

By David Brand and Teresa Mettela
Queens Daily Eagle

More than 46,000 Queens residents were 
without power Wednesday afternoon, 24 hours 
after an intense tropical storm tore through the 
borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 

power at some point during the heavy winds 
and rain, complicating life for people stuck at 
home as a result of COVID-19.

The whipping winds of Tropical Storm Isaias 
ripped down trees across Queens, causing sig-
nificant damage to homes and cars and killing 

at least one man in Briarwood who was sitting 
in his van when a tree fell on top of the vehicle.

Queens residents who work or take classes 
remotely said the outages have paralyzed their 
ability to stay connected.

Continued on page 2

A tree fell across wires in
Queens Village, knocking
out power and upending

a chunk of sidewalk.
Photo by Teresa Mettela

Queens Housing 
Court trials

will resume in 
September

Hon. Anthony Cannataro is the administrative judge for New York City Civil Court. 
Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.

Continued on page 12

LIGHTS OUT
57,000 Queens
residents lose power
during intense
Tuesday storm

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh 
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing, 
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision 
for the entire city, but many of his proposals 

will have a specific impact on Queens. 
From reopening communities centers in 

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners 
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress. 

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted 

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease 
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio 
administration stepped in to help broker a 
new deal that would keep the historic bar in 

Flushing community board set 
to vote on controversial rezoning
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ADDISLEIGH PARK WAS DESIGNATED 
a New York City historic district during Black 
History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 
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Queens 
commitments

By Victoria Merlino
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Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.


FDNY MARINE COMPANY 4 RESCUED 
boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”


GOV. ANDREW CUOMO SIGNED A
bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked 
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and 
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen 
treats will be limited to five percent and require 
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK 
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN 
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
own country.”


COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development 
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing 
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing. 
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed 
development would be inclusionary, though an 
income range has not yet been specified.
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More than 46,000 Queens residents were 
without power Wednesday afternoon, 24 hours 
after an intense tropical storm tore through the 
borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 

power at some point during the heavy winds 
and rain, complicating life for people stuck at 
home as a result of COVID-19.

The whipping winds of Tropical Storm Isaias 
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Queens residents who work or take classes 
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In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.
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LIGHTS OUT
57,000 Queens
residents lose power
during intense
Tuesday storm

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh 
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing, 
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision 
for the entire city, but many of his proposals 

will have a specific impact on Queens. 
From reopening communities centers in 

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners 
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress. 

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted 

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease 
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio 
administration stepped in to help broker a 
new deal that would keep the historic bar in 

Flushing community board set 
to vote on controversial rezoning

Mayor pledges to protect business, serve 
youth and build homes during annual address
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ADDISLEIGH PARK WAS DESIGNATED 
a New York City historic district during Black 
History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 
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Queens 
commitments

By Victoria Merlino
Queens Daily Eagle

Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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WORLD WAR II VETERAN OLIVER 
Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.


FDNY MARINE COMPANY 4 RESCUED 
boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”


GOV. ANDREW CUOMO SIGNED A
bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked 
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and 
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen 
treats will be limited to five percent and require 
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK 
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN 
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
own country.”


COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development 
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing 
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing. 
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed 
development would be inclusionary, though an 
income range has not yet been specified.

By David Brand and Teresa Mettela
Queens Daily Eagle

More than 46,000 Queens residents were 
without power Wednesday afternoon, 24 hours 
after an intense tropical storm tore through the 
borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 

power at some point during the heavy winds 
and rain, complicating life for people stuck at 
home as a result of COVID-19.

The whipping winds of Tropical Storm Isaias 
ripped down trees across Queens, causing sig-
nificant damage to homes and cars and killing 

at least one man in Briarwood who was sitting 
in his van when a tree fell on top of the vehicle.

Queens residents who work or take classes 
remotely said the outages have paralyzed their 
ability to stay connected.

Continued on page 2

A tree fell across wires in
Queens Village, knocking
out power and upending

a chunk of sidewalk.
Photo by Teresa Mettela

Queens Housing 
Court trials

will resume in 
September

Hon. Anthony Cannataro is the administrative judge for New York City Civil Court. 
Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.
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CITY OFFICIALS BROKE GROUND 
on the $1.5 billion JFK Terminal 4 upgrades 
Wednesday, Patch reported. The project is ex-
pected to  create 10 new gates by 2023. “De-
spite some setbacks that are still with us we see 
a clear path, a clear runway, towards the future, 
and that means investing in jobs and opportuni-
ties at this moment,” Gov. Kathy Hochul said.

QUEENS RESIDENTS LUZ ELVIRA
Cardona, 33, Roberto Cesar Cid Dominguez, 
54, Blanca Hernandez Morales, 51, and Jose Fac-
undo Zarate Morales, 32, and a Hudson Valley 
police officer  are facing federal sex trafficking 
and prostitution charges. “The oath law enforce-
ment officers take affirms they will serve and pro-
tect law abiding citizens and vulnerable members 
of the community, not aid and abet criminals who 
are abusing young girls and forcing them to have 
sex against their will,” said FBI Assistant Direc-
tor-in-Charge, Michael J. Driscoll.

QUEENSBORO FC IS TEAMING UP 
with Commonpoint Queens to distribute dia-
pers, QNS reported. The 300 diapers were do-
nated by the Allied Foundation’s Every Bottom 
Covered in Queens.  “Currently the government 
does not recognize diapers as a basic need and 
no program — not SNAP, WIC or Medicaid — 
allocates dollars specifically for their purchase. 
A family could spend upwards of 14% of their 
income on diapers,” said Commonpoint Queens 
CEO Danielle Ellman. “This represents critical 
funds for a struggling family.”

A SET OF SURPRISE QUADRUPLETS 
were safely delivered at NYC Health + Hospi-
tals/Queens this week — the first known qua-
druplets in the hospital’s history, according to 
Health + Hospitals. The family lives in Spring-
field Gardens by way of Nigeria, and was only 
expecting three babies. 

THE NEW YORK BAR FOUNDATION
has given John D. Feerick, Dean Emeritus 
and Professor at Fordham Law School, a lifetime 
achievement award. Feerick’s notable accomplish-
ments include his work drafting the 25th amend-
ment to the Constitution and establishing Ford-
ham’s public service and clinical programs.  “I am 
humbled beyond words to be recognized with this 
Award and gratefully accept it in memory of those 
in the bar of the state with whom I have served 
over the past 60 years as a lawyer,” he said.

NYCFC IS MAKING THE WHOLE CITY
it’s home field, with six of next season’s home 
games scheduled for Citi Field. The team, com-
ing off a championship win, previously played its 
home games at Yankee Stadium. Their winning 
season was the first championship won by a New 
York City team since de Blasio took office. 

By Jacob Kaye
Queens Daily Eagle

The state’s highest court dismissed a lawsuit 
brought by a group of judges over the age of 70 
who were cut by the Office of Court Adminis-
tration last year and claimed age discrimination 
Tuesday. 

Appellate Justices Sheri S. Roman, Ellen 
Gesmer and David Friedman were cut loose by 
the OCA, alongside 46 other judges, when they 
applied for recertification last year. The court 
system said the move was made due to a fiscal 
crisis brought on by the pandemic. 

Roman, Gesmer and Friedman sued the 
OCA in November 2020 over the lack of re-
certification. The three justices were eventually 
recertified in April, though they went undes-
ignated by the governor until October, when 
Governor Kathy Hochul designated them back 
to the bench. 

The Court of Appeals granted a motion to 
dismiss the case Tuesday, and said the case had 
been rendered moot after the OCA recertified 
the judges in the spring. 

“We are pleased that the Court of Appeals’ 
decision on our motion to dismiss and as im-
portantly the Administrative Board’s authority, 
particularly around budgetary issues in times of 

Continued on page 2
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Court of Appeals dismisses judges’ suit against OCA

Appellate Division, Second Department Judge Sheri Roman and First Department Judges 
Ellen Gesmer and David Friedman had their lawsuit against the OCA dismissed this week 
by the Court of Appeals.      Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese 

Queens-raised Sewell named police commissioner

By Jacob Kaye
Queens Daily Eagle

Mayor-elect Eric Adams named Keechant 
Sewell, a Long Island police chief and Queens 
native, as the city’s next police commissioner 
on Wednesday. 

Sewell will become the first woman and 
third Black person to lead the NYPD, the largest 

police department in the country. 
Adams made the announcement inside a 

building in the Queensbridge Houses, where 
Sewell grew up. In front of a mural depicting 
Black leaders including Malcolm X, Angela 
Davis and Huey Newton, Adams called Sewell 
“the woman for the job.”

“She carried with her throughout her career 

a sledgehammer and she crushed every glass 
ceiling that was put in her way,” Adams said. 
“Today, she has crashed and destroyed the final 
one we need in New York City.”

Though she was raised in Queens, Sewell, 
who will begin her new job on Jan. 1 when Ad-
ams takes office, has spent the bulk of her ca-

Keechant Sewell, a Queens na�ve, was named police commissioner by Mayor-elect Eric Adams on Wednesday, Dec. 15, 2021. 
AP Photo/Brittainy Newma
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By Rachel Vick
Queens Daily Eagle

The death toll inside 
New York City’s jails 
rose to 16 late Tuesday 
night, the Department 
of Correction announced 
on Dec. 15.

William Brown, 55, 
died while in custody at 
the Anna M. Kross Cen-
ter on Rikers Island after 
being found in medical 
distress. His cause of 
death remains under in-
vestigation. 

Brown entered DOC 
custody exactly one 
month earlier.

 “I am devastated to 
know that another per-
son entrusted in our care 
has passed away,” said 
Commissioner Vincent 
Schiraldi. “We will work diligently to deter-
mine the circumstances surrounding his death.” 

Brown’s death is the second in five days – 
Malcolm Boatwright experienced medical is-
sues and died on Friday, Dec. 10. 

The Legal Aid society, who represented 
Brown, said his death “is unconscionable and 
could have been prevented had those in power 
listened to the calls from defenders and others 
to decarcerate our City jails.”

“Without systemic changes that address the 

Rikers death count rises again

criminalization of poverty and the underfund-
ing of mental health services, as well as a shift 
from the default reliance on law enforcement 
to respond to a myriad of societal issues, these 
tragedies will only continue,” they said in a 
statement. “We need solutions that strike at the 
root cause of these issues, including investment 
in preventive resources.“

The DOC counts Brown’s death as the 14th 
to occur by a detainee in DOC custody this 
year, the deadliest in the city’s jails since 2016. 

Two other individuals died 
following compassionate re-
lease, but the connection to the 
conditions inside the facilities 
has prompted many advocacy 
groups — including LAS —  to 
view the count at 16. 

As the deadliest year on 
Rikers Island in recent histo-
ry comes to a close, advocates 
have continued to lean into the 
call for decarceration and sys-
temic reform through legisla-
tion focused on addressing the 
root causes of crime.

“With just over a week 
before many of us will be cel-
ebrating Christmas, we now 
have a sixteenth family griev-
ing the unnecessary and trau-
matic loss of their loved one 
in New York City’s jails,” said 
Jerome Wright, statewide or-
ganizer of the #HALTsolitary 

Campaign and member of the Jails Action Coa-
lition. “If the city can’t keep people in jail safe, 
then they shouldn’t be locking people up at all.”

“While some continue to fear-monger 
against bail reform and the movement for de-
carceration, our families are losing our loved 
ones in jail right now. With the resurgence of 
COVID behind bars, life-saving action is only 
more urgent,” he added. “Put a stop to the 
deaths so we can begin to heal and build real 
community safety.”

Adams names Queens-raised Sewell as police commissioner
Continued from page 1
reer working in Nassau County. 

She began as a patrol officer in 1997 and 
worked her way up to precinct commander. In 
2020, she was named as the Nassau County Po-
lice Chief of Detectives. 

“I am mindful of the historic nature of this 
announcement as the first woman and only the 
third Black person to lead the NYPD in its 176-
year history,” Sewell said. “Mr. Mayor-elect, I 
am humbled and honored by the trust you have 
placed in me. My shoes are laced up. I’m ready 
to get to work.”

Keeping in line with his comments on crim-
inal justice throughout the campaign, Adams 
said he and Sewell would focus on the “justice 
we deserve, and the safety we need.”

“Let’s understand that there’s two voices 
that are going on, we can address both of them,” 
the mayor-elect said. “We have a violence prob-
lem and we have a problem with police that are 
heavily heavy handed.”

Though increases across major crimes vary 
greatly – murders are up around 2 percent while 
hate crimes are up over 91 percent – New York 
City has seen a bump in nearly all major crime 
categories in the past year. 

The incoming mayor and police com-
missioner said that they’d bring back broken 
windows theory policing, a tactic used by the 
NYPD throughout the 1990s and early 2000s. 

“I think lower level crimes have to be en-
forced when it’s appropriate,” Sewell said. 
“When they can be balanced with the needs of 
the public and the needs of the community and 
not all circumstances is the interest of justice 
served.”

Adams said that he is “exploring” the option 
to put social services inside of police precincts 
so that repeat petty crime offenders can be con-
nected with services instead of being prosecut-
ed. 

“If you’re arrested for shoplifting, then 
you’re hungry,” Adams said. “This is a new 
way of thinking – if you’re dealing with mental 
health illnesses, why not have the local [com-
munity based organizations] right there.”

“I was elected by the people of this city with 
a very clear message – we’re going to success-
fully use the tools and not abuse the tools,” he 
added. 

Sewell fought back questions about her 
leadership experience. The NYPD is by far the 
largest police force in the country, with about 
35,000 officers. As chief of detectives in Nas-

sau, she oversaw around 
350 people. 

Promising she does, 
indeed, have the experi-
ence, Sewell said that if 
the public doesn’t believe 
she’s ready, “talk to me in 
a year.”

The Queens native 
said that as a woman and 
as Black police officer, 
she’ll bring a new per-
spective to a position that 
has been dominated by 
white men. 

“I bring a fresh set of 
eyes,” she said. “We keep 
using the phrase emotion-
al intelligence but I think 
sometimes the first thing 
people say is, ‘You’re a 
women, you are a little 
sensitive.’ I think sensi-
tivity is strength. I think 
that adds to the emotional 
intelligence. If I can bring 
that to the table, I’m ready 
to go.”

Police unions in New 
York City welcomed 
Sewell to the job Wednes-
day but also warned that 
the road ahead may be 
tough. 

“We welcome Chief Sewell to the sec-
ond-toughest policing job in America. The 
toughest, of course, being an NYPD cop on the 
street,” said PBA President Pat Lynch. “New 
York City police officers have passed our break-
ing point. We need to fix that break in order to 
get our police department and our city back on 
course. We look forward to working with her to 
accomplish that goal.”

Paul DiGiacomo, the president of the New 
York City Detectives Endowment Association, 
said that the city was in an “unprecedented time 
in our history when leadership has never been 
more important.”

“It’s no surprise to this union that the new 
police commissioner is Nassau’s current chief 
of detectives, and we have no doubt Chief 
Sewell knows how hard our members work,” 
DiGiacomo said. 

The Legal Aid Society also welcomed 
Sewell, asking that she spearhead reforms to 

the department.
“We welcome the appointment of a new 

NYPD Commissioner who we hope will bring 
a new approach to the helm of an agency in 
dire need of top-to-bottom reforms,” the pub-
lic defense organization said in a statement. 
“The next Commissioner must demonstrate an 
understanding that many community problems 
do not warrant a law enforcement response; 
that police misconduct must be taken seriously 
and addressed swiftly; and that tackling some 
of our city’s most pressing public safety issues, 
especially gun violence, requires full funding 
for proven, community-based approaches, in-
cluding the CURE Violence model, and not a 
knee-jerk resort to the failed, aggressive and 
racist approaches of the past.”

Commenting on the Black Lives Matter pro-
tests of 2020, during which a handful of officers 
used excessive force and now face disciplinary 
action, Sewell said that she’d take a look at how 
the department reacted to the protests. 

“I absolutely intend to look at what was 
done two years ago, and see what we can do 
to improve what happened,” she said. “And I 
know the NYPD is working on that now as well 
and I’m looking forward to finding out what 
that is.”

As part of her interview, Adams and his 
team had Sewell field questions at a fake press 
conference. The scenario: a white police offi-
cer had just shot and killed an unarmed Black 
teenager. 

Adams said that he was impressed with 
Sewell’s performance, and took note when she 
led by offering support to the community. 

“She started out her response, that it was a 
tragedy to lose a young person,” Adams said. 
“She showed that compassion, others went into 
the technical aspects of policing, they went into 
the theories, but she started out with the human 
part of it. That made me sit up, because she un-
derstood that there was a tragedy because a life 
was lost. That’s what we have to understand.”

Queens native Keechant Sewell will become the first Black woman to lead the NYPD in the police depart-
ment’s history.                     AP Photo/Brittainy Newman

Another man, Michael Brown, has died on Rikers Island, the DOC announced.
AP File photo by Seth Wenig
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Indoor mask rules back in NY as cases surge
A mask mandate for shops and other indoor 

spaces in New York state took effect Monday as 
officials confront a surge in COVID-19 cases and 
hospitalizations.

Gov. Kathy Hochul announced Friday 
that masks would be required in all indoor pub-
lic places unless the businesses or venues imple-
ment a vaccine requirement. The rule will last at 
least until Jan. 15, and enforcement is in the hands 
of local counties.

But Republicans in a few counties, includ-
ing Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro, 
Putnam County Executive MaryEllen Odell and 
Rockland County Executive Ed Day, have said 

they won’t redirect local health department re-
sources to enforce the mandate.

Still, Hochul said Monday she hopes and 
expects most local health departments to en-
force the mandate. She urged help from reluc-
tant county executives who are also asking the 
state for help with addressing rising hospitaliza-
tions.

“It’s a very simple temporary measure which 
is driven by our need to get this under control,” 
Hochul said.

Under the mandate, businesses can either re-
quire proof of vaccination for entry or ensure all 
patrons two years and older wear a mask. Viola-

tors could face civil and criminal penalties, in-
cluding a maximum fine of $1,000.

New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio said the 
city would implement the mandate in a “cooper-
ative way” with an emphasis on educating and 
working with business owners.

“We don’t want to penalize people unless 
there is overt resistance and unwillingness to co-
operate, and that’s very, very rare,” de Blasio said 
at news briefing.

At the Farmhouse Tap + Tavern in Altamont 
outside of Albany, operators told customers they 
were opting for a mask policy.

“This goes for everyone at the bar or a table. 

Once you’re seated, you’re more than welcome 
to take your mask off,” the restaurant posted on 
Facebook. “We feel this is a lot easier, and less in-
vasive than asking guests to share their vaccina-
tion status with us.”

Although past polls have shown many New 
Yorkers support mask mandates, some Republi-
can elected officials have said educating the pub-
lic would be a better use of resources than enforc-
ing a mask mandate.

New York enacted a mask mandate at the 
beginning of the pandemic in April 2020 that 
ended in June 2021 for vaccinated individu-
als.

MTA’s Late in Making OMNY Subway and 
Bus System Reduced-Fare Friendly

By Jose Martinez
THE CITY

OMNY is not yet all things for all people.
The MTA acknowledged on Monday that it’s 

facing “struggles” in offering discounted subway 
and bus trips to riders with disabilities and seniors 
through its nascent contactless fare payment sys-
tem.

The agency last month activated the “One 
Metro New York” readers at 240 automatic gates 
throughout the subway system, where riders with 
ambulatory disabilities or service animals could 
already enter stations with specially encoded re-
duced-fare MetroCards.

But discounts via the OMNY tap-and-go fare 
payment system — at turnstiles and the AutoGates 
— remain unavailable to seniors and people with 
disabilities, except for a few dozen participants in 
a pilot program, officials said.

The MTA had said in March that it would 
begin expanding OMNY fare options this year 
to include reduced fares for riders with disabili-
ties, seniors and integration with paratransit ser-
vices. 

Victor Calise, an MTA board member and 
commissioner of the Mayor’s Office for People 
with Disabilities, said the agency needs to “push 
harder” following a presentation that outlined 
some of the challenges facing the OMNY rollout.

“We’ve really got to get OMNY up and run-
ning,” Calise said during a meeting of the MTA 
board’s transit and bus committee Monday. “We 
rolled out a system, and I’m going to say it again 
— without people with disabilities in it, we’re 
backtracking.”

Meanwhile, the MTA is planning to put a 

weekly cap on full-fare OMNY trips, starting next 
March, so that riders can get unlimited trips once 
they hit the $33 mark on subway or bus rides with-
in a seven-day period, The New York Times report-
ed Monday.

Tap and Wait
The MTA could not specify when half-priced 

fares for seniors and those with disabilities will be 
made available via OMNY, saying only they are 
being discussed and will be announced at a lat-
er date.

“We are trying to work with our provider 
who’s helping us bring on OMNY to make it avail-
able,” said Quemuel Arroyo, the MTA’s chief ac-
cessibility officer. “There’s some struggles in that, 
but our goal is to deliver the same access to all our 
clients — those with disabilities, those without.”

While riders have been able to use OMNY to 
pay for non-discounted transit trips with smart-
phones or contactless cards at all subway stations 
and on all buses since December 2020, seniors 
and riders with disabilities have had to wait.

“This sounds like another situation where 
people with disabilities are being told, ‘TBD’ — 
to be determined,” said Jeff Peters, a spokesper-
son for Center for Independence of the Disabled, 
New York. 

The MTA expects to phase out the swipeable 
MetroCard by 2023, switching over fully to con-
tactless fare payments, like the systems used by 
Transport for London and the Chicago Transit Au-
thority.

“We are still working on bringing it on both 
paratransit and reduced fare population at large 
into the OMNY environment,” Arroyo said.

For now, the testing of reduced fares via 
OMNY is restricted to a pilot program for 70 rid-

ers, all of whom have disabilities or are over 65, 
according to the MTA. In all, official data shows, 
there are at least 1.3 million reduced-fare custom-
ers, a figure that does not count users of the agen-
cy’s paratransit services.

“People with disabilities want to use their half 
fare on the subway,” Calise said. “Tap and go, 
that’s what OMNY is there for.”

‘Last on the List’
Gian Carlo Pedulla, a blind commuter who is 

on the MTA’s Advisory Committee for Transit Ac-
cessibility, said he has used OMNY for bus fares 
as part of the pilot program and said it is “work-
ing great.”

But he told THE CITY he understands why 
the MTA has been rolling OMNY out in phases.

“Do I love it that the Access-A-Ride demo-
graphic is always last on the list? No,” Pedul-
la said. “But it’s got to work right, you can’t just 
throw it together.”

Arroyo said “several thousand” customers 
used the AutoGates last month after they were ex-
panded for use beyond those with the specially en-
coded MetroCards.

“We will continue to enhance accessibility in 
all our services, paratransit included,” he said.

Dustin Jones, a wheelchair user from The 
Bronx and founder of United for Equal Access, 
said he’s tired of waiting for OMNY discounts for 
riders with disabilities.

“I would like to have it right now,” Jones told 
THE CITY. “This is not a successful launch and 
all systems are not go until you meet all the needs 
for the disabled community.”

THE CITY is an independent, nonprofit news 
outlet dedicated to hard-hitting reporting that 
serves the people of New York.

An OMNY reader at a subway entrance in The Bronx, Oct. 23, 2020.
Photos by Ben Fractenberg/THE CITY

An OMNY reader was not working at a gate at the Franklin Avenue station in Brooklyn, Oct. 27, 2021. 
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Banks slowly reconsider overdraft fees, amid public pressure
By Ken Sweet
Associated Press

The banking industry appears to have over-
done it on overdraft fees.

After decades of raking in billions of dol-
lars from mostly poor Americans short of cash in 
their accounts, the biggest banks — under pres-
sure from lawmakers and regulators — are slow-
ly decreasing their reliance on the widely unpop-
ular practice.

A number of large banks have taken steps 
this year that would reduce the amount they take 
in from overdraft fees, which they charge when 
customers make payments or withdrawals in ex-
cess of their account balance. Capital One, the na-
tion’s sixth-largest bank, announced last week that 
it would end all overdraft fees next year. Other 
banks have made it harder for customers to trig-
ger an overdraft fee.

Still, it’s unlikely the financial services indus-
try will entirely wean itself off such a cash cow 
anytime soon.

“For many big banks, overdraft fees are still 
the steady, reliable, predictable, easy revenue that 
shareholders love,” said Rohit Chopra, director of 
the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, in re-
marks last week where he directed the bureau to 
more closely examine bank overdraft practices.

Overdraft has its origins in banks providing 
a service — for a fee — to customers who may 
have not balanced their checkbook correctly and 
wanted a bank to honor a purchase. But the wide-
spread use of debit cards changed this courtesy 
into a routine source of revenue. Some banks took 

advantage, for example, by reordering customers’ 
transactions, deducting big transactions first so 
that smaller payments would then trigger multiple 
overdraft fees. If a customer lacked funds in their 
account, a $5 purchase at a café could end up cost-
ing them $35, because of overdraft fees.

Overdraft fees, which started in the 1990s, 
became lucrative for the industry but at the same 
time made the banks a target for consumer ad-
vocates and their allies in Congress. After the fi-
nancial crisis, Democrats put the CFPB and oth-
er regulators in charge of reining in overdraft fee 
revenues.

Frequent overdrafters, according to the CFPB, 
tend to skew toward those living paycheck to pay-
check, and also are disproportionately Black and 
Latino. One of the top reasons given by Black and 
Latino Americans for choosing not to have a bank 
account, or being “unbanked,” is that they are try-
ing to avoid bank fees.

Industry revenue from overdraft fees held 
fairly steady until last year when banks waived 
fees across the board in the first months of the 
pandemic, when millions of Americans lost their 
jobs and businesses were shuttered. Revenue from 
overdraft fees fell to $8.82 billion last year from 
$11.68 billion in 2019, according to data collected 
by S&P Global Market Intelligence.

Through the first nine months of this year, 
overdraft revenue totaled $6.13 billion, S&P 
Global’s data show.

Despite an outcry from some Democrats, reg-
ulators in Washington aren’t necessarily looking 
to do away with overdraft fees. In a speech last 
week, the acting head of the Office of the Comp-
troller of the Currency, Michael Hsu, said “low- 
to no-cost overdrafts” would allow those living 
paycheck to paycheck “to pay their bills on time, 
avoid high-cost alternatives and improve their 
credit profile.”

Hsu said recent changes to overdraft policies 
by some banks could serve as a model for the in-
dustry.

Regional banking giant PNC launched new 
account features such as low-balance alerts and a 
grace period that will help consumers avoid over-

draft fees. PNC also plans to limit overdrafts to 
one per day.

Pennsylvania-based PNC told investors to ex-
pect its overdraft fee revenues to be down $125 
million to $150 million annually as the bank rolls 
out the “Low Cash Mode” product. PNC earned 
nearly $273 million in overdraft fee revenue last 
year, according to S&P Global.

JPMorgan Chase, the nation’s largest bank 
by assets, earlier this year waived overdraft fees 
for customers whose accounts were overdrawn 
by $50 or less at the end of the business day. Last 
week, the bank said it will give customers 24 
hours to bring their accounts back to $50 or less 
overdrawn to avoid a fee.

From 2015 through 2020, JPMorgan annu-
ally led the industry in overdraft fees collected. 
Through the first nine months of 2021, Wells Far-
go took in the highest amount of overdraft fees, 
slightly more than $1 billion, according to S&P 
Global.

Back in June, Ally Financial, the 18th largest 
bank by assets, said it would get rid of overdraft 
fees across all of its products. Ally specifically cit-
ed the racial inequity seen with overdrafts as a rea-
son to stop charging the fees.

“It was the right thing to do,” said Diane Mo-
rais, president of consumer and commercial bank-
ing products at Ally Bank.

Ally earned relatively little from overdraft 
fees. The bank told investors that getting rid of 
overdraft fees would have no material impact on 
its profits.

“This is likely a revenue line item that deteri-
orates over the long-term and banks will need to 
find other areas of fee revenue to offset this down-
ward trend,” said Kyle Sanders, an analyst at Ed-
ward Jones who covers Wells Fargo, PNC and 
several other large retail banks.

One way that banks will likely make up a 
drop in overdraft fee income could be a return to 
monthly account fees, which would be an industry 
shift after decades of advertising “free checking” 
to their customers. Both Wells Fargo and Bank of 
America charge $5 a month to use accounts that 
do not allow customers to overdraft.

Through the first nine months of 2021, Wells Fargo took in the highest amount of over-
draft fees. This is the bank’s corporate headquarters in San Francisco.

Wikimedia photo by Laimepramer

This July 22, 2019, file photo, shows a Capital One mailing in North Andover, Mass. After 
decades of raking in billions of dollars from mostly poor Americans short of cash in their 
accounts, the biggest banks, under pressure from lawmakers and regulators, are slowly 
decreasing their reliance on the widely unpopular practice.  AP Photo/Elise Amendola, File
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2nd department / new business Formations
GS RIVER LLC

GS RIVER LLC ARTICLES OF ORG. 
FILED NY SEC. OF STATE (SSNY) 
11/1/21. OFFICE IN KINGS CO. SSNY 
DESIG. AGENT OF LLC WHOM PRO-
CESS MAY BE SERVED. SSNY SHALL 
MAIL PROCESS TO 49 BERGEN ST., #3, 
BROOKLYN, NY 11201. PURPOSE: ANY 
LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#193183

456 GROWTH 
HOLDINGS, LLC

FORMATION OF 456 GROWTH HOLD-
INGS, LLC FILED WITH THE SECY. OF 
STATE OF NY (SSNY) ON 11/19/2021 
OFFICE LOC.:  KINGS COUNTY. SSNY 
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED.  THE ADDRESS SSNY SHALL 
MAIL PROCESS TO 40 CLINTON ST., 
APT. 11H, BROOKLYN, NY 11201.  PUR-
POSE:   ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#193086

456 GROWTH 
INVESTMENTS, LLC

FORMATION OF 456 GROWTH INVEST-
MENTS, LLC FILED WITH THE SECY. OF 
STATE OF NY (SSNY) ON 11/19/2021 
OFFICE LOC.:  KINGS COUNTY. SSNY 
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED.  THE ADDRESS SSNY SHALL 
MAIL PROCESS TO 40 CLINTON ST., 
APT. 11H, BROOKLYN, NY 11201.  PUR-
POSE:   ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#193087

456 GROWTH 
VENTURES, LLC

FORMATION OF 456 GROWTH VEN-
TURES, LLC FILED WITH THE SECY. OF 
STATE OF NY (SSNY) ON 11/19/2021 
OFFICE LOC.:  KINGS COUNTY. SSNY 
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED.  THE ADDRESS SSNY SHALL 
MAIL PROCESS TO 40 CLINTON ST., 
APT. 11H, BROOKLYN, NY 11201.  PUR-
POSE:   ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#193088

RVINYL 7H-8 LLC
RVINYL 7H-8 LLC ART. OF ORG. FILED 
SEC. OF STATE OF NY 7/27/2021. OFF. 
LOC. : KINGS CO. SSNY DESIGNATED 
AS AGENT UPON WHOM PROCESS 
AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. SSNY TO 
MAIL COPY OF PROCESS TO THE LLC, 
C/O RVINYL.COM INC., 140 58TH ST., 
BLDG B, UNIT 7H-2, BROOKLYN ARMY 
TERMINAL, BROOKLYN, NY 11220, 
USA. PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACT OR 
ACTIVITY.

#193206

156 SUMMIT STREET LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 156 SUM-
MIT STREET LLC. ARTS. OF ORG. FILED 
WITH SECY. OF STATE OF NY (SSNY) 
ON 10/6/21. OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY DESIGNATED 
AS AGENT OF LLC UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. 
SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO: THE 
LLC, C/O PO BOX 310711, BROOK-
LYN, NY 11231. PURPOSE: ANY LAW-
FUL ACTIVITY.

#193264

ONE HATTON LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ONE HAT-
TON LLC. ARTS. OF ORG. FILED WITH 
SECY. OF STATE OF NY (SSNY) ON 
11/15/21. OFFICE LOCATION: KINGS 
COUNTY. SSNY DESIGNATED AS 
AGENT OF LLC UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. 
SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO: MI-
CHAEL S. ARLEIN, ESQ., PATTERSON 
BELKNAP WEBB & TYLER LLP, 1133 
AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS, NY, NY 
10036. PURPOSE: ANY PURPOSES 
PERMITTED BY APPLICABLE LAW.

#193268

LAFOO HARD GOODS, LLC
LAFOO HARD GOODS, LLC, ARTS OF 
ORG. FILED WITH SEC. OF STATE OF 
NY (SSNY) 6/14/2021. CTY: KINGS. 
SSNY DESIG. AS AGENT UPON WHOM 
PROCESS AGAINST MAY BE SERVED & 
SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO 79 88TH ST., 
BROOKLYN, NY 10209. GENERAL PUR-
POSE

#193437

1676 54TH STREET LLC
1676 54TH STREET LLC, ARTS OF ORG. 
FILED WITH SEC. OF STATE OF NY 
(SSNY) 3/31/2021. CTY: KINGS. SSNY 
DESIG. AS AGENT UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS AGAINST MAY BE SERVED & 
SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO 1650 49TH 
ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11204. GENERAL 
PURPOSE

#193438

171 LEE AVENUE REALTY LLC
171 LEE AVENUE REALTY LLC, ARTS 
OF ORG. FILED WITH SEC. OF STATE 
OF NY (SSNY) 6/30/2021. CTY: KINGS. 
SSNY DESIG. AS AGENT UPON WHOM 
PROCESS AGAINST MAY BE SERVED 
& SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO 305 DI-
VISION AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11211. 
GENERAL PURPOSE

#193439

RONDA COLLINS MENTAL 
HEALTH COUNSELING, PLLC

RONDA COLLINS MENTAL HEALTH 
COUNSELING, PLLC, A PROF. LLC. 
ARTS. OF ORG. FILED WITH THE SSNY 
ON 09/10/2021. OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT UPON WHOM 
PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. 
SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO: NEW 
YORK REGISTERED AGENT LLC , 90 
STATE ST., STE 70, OFFICE 40, ALBA-
NY, NY 12207. PURPOSE: TO PRAC-
TICE THE PROFESSION OF MENTAL 
HEALTH COUNSELOR.

#193450

DIAMOND 45 LLC
DIAMOND 45 LLC. ARTS. OF ORG. 
FILED WITH THE SSNY ON 12/03/21. 
OFFICE: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY DESIG-
NATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL COPY OF 
PROCESS TO THE LLC, 45 DIAMOND 
STREET, BROOKLYN, NY 11222. PUR-
POSE: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#193458

M & J BROOKLYN 
HOLDINGS LLC

M & J BROOKLYN HOLDINGS LLC, 
ARTS OF ORG. FILED WITH SEC. OF 
STATE OF NY (SSNY) 1/11/2021. CTY: 
KINGS. SSNY DESIG. AS AGENT UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST MAY BE 
SERVED & SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO 
C/O MARIA NACCARATO, 84 BROAD-
FIELD RD., NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10804. 
GENERAL PURPOSE

#193461

ABE & MART 
MANAGEMENT LLC

ABE & MART MANAGEMENT LLC, 
ARTS OF ORG. FILED WITH SEC. OF 
STATE OF NY (SSNY) 1/12/2021. CTY: 
KINGS. SSNY DESIG. AS AGENT UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST MAY BE 
SERVED & SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO 
100 CONGRESS ST., APT. 306, BROOK-
LYN, NY 11201. GENERAL PURPOSE

#193463

NAILERZ LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NAILERZ 
LLC ARTS. OF ORG. FILED WITH SECY. 
OF STATE OF NY (SSNY) ON 11/03/21. 
OFFICE LOCATION: KINGS COUNTY.  
PRINC. OFFICE OF LLC: MHEGAN AL-
EXANDER-LEE, 34 HART ST., BROOK-
LYN, NY 11206. SSNY DESIGNATED 
AS AGENT OF LLC UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. 
SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO THE 
LLC AT THE ADDR. OF ITS PRINC. OF-
FICE. PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACTIV-
ITY.

#193464

368 EAST 96TH STREET LLC
368 EAST 96TH STREET LLC ARTI-
CLES OF ORG. FILED NY SEC. OF STATE 
(SSNY) 12/6/21. OFFICE IN KINGS CO. 
SSNY DESIG. AGENT OF LLC WHOM 
PROCESS MAY BE SERVED. SSNY 
SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO 427 ATKINS 
AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11208. PURPOSE: 
ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#193468

567 PROSPECT AVENUE 
REALTY LLC

567 PROSPECT AVENUE REALTY LLC 
FILED W/ SSNY 11/1/21. OFF. IN KINGS 
CO. SSNY DESIG. AS AGT. OF LLC 
WHOM PROCESS MAY BE SERVED & 
SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO THE LLC, 
203-11TH ST, BROOKLYN, NY 11215.
ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#193422

EMEREST CERTIFIED HOME 
HEALTH CARE OF NY LLC

EMEREST CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH 
CARE OF NY LLC. FILED 11/10/21. OF-
FICE: KINGS CO. SSNY DESIGNATED AS 
AGENT FOR PROCESS & SHALL MAIL 
TO: 6619 13TH AVE, BROOKLYN, NY 
11219. PURPOSE: GENERAL.

#193466

ONYX PHYSICAL 
THERAPY PLLC

ONYX PHYSICAL THERAPY PLLC FILED 
W/ SSNY 5/7/20. OFF. IN KINGS CO. 
SSNY DESIG. AS AGT. OF PLLC WHOM 
PROCESS MAY BE SERVED & SHALL 
MAIL PROCESS TO THE PLLC, 1612 E. 
35TH ST, BROOKLYN, NY 11234. ANY 
LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#193405

JESUSEMBROIDERY LLC
JESUSEMBROIDERY LLC ARTS OF 
ORG. FILED SSNY 9/21/21, KINGS CO. 
SSNY DESIGN AGENT FOR PROCESS 
& SHALL MAIL TO 1814 CHURCH AVE 
BROOKLYN, NY 11226 RA: US CORP 
AGENTS, INC. 7014 13 AVE #202 
BROOKLYN, NY 11228 GENERAL PUR-
POSE

#193657

DEGRAW MEZZ LLC
DEGRAW MEZZ LLC ARTS OF ORG. 
FILED SSNY 11/18/21, KINGS CO. 
SSNY DESIGN AGENT FOR PROCESS 
& SHALL MAIL TO 1466 CARROLL ST. 
BROOKLYN, NY 11213 GENERAL PUR-
POSE

#193658

SUPERVILLE BEAUTE LLC
SUPERVILLE BEAUTE LLC ARTS OF 
ORG. FILED SSNY 11/15/21, KINGS CO. 
SSNY DESIGN AGENT FOR PROCESS & 
SHALL MAIL TO REGISTERED AGENTS 
INC. 90 STATE ST #700-40 ALBANY, NY 
12207 GENERAL PURPOSE

#193659

MY MUSHU 808 
UNION STREET LLC

MY MUSHU 808 UNION STREET LLC 
ARTS OF ORG. FILED SSNY 11/16/21, 
KINGS CO. SSNY DESIGN AGENT FOR 
PROCESS & SHALL MAIL TO 845 THIRD 
AVE FL 4 NEW YORK, NY 10022 GENER-
AL PURPOSE

#193660

759 JC PENNY REALTY LLC
759 JC PENNY REALTY LLC ARTS OF 
ORG. FILED SSNY 11/23/21, KINGS CO. 
SSNY DESIGN AGENT FOR PROCESS & 
SHALL MAIL TO 759 52 ST BROOKLYN, 
NY 11220 GENERAL PURPOSE

#193661

GEORGE & RUBY’S LLC
GEORGE & RUBY’S LLC ARTS OF ORG. 
FILED SSNY 11/29/21, KINGS CO. 
SSNY DESIGN AGENT FOR PROCESS & 
SHALL MAIL TO REGISTERED AGENTS 
INC. 90 STATE ST #700-40 ALBANY, NY 
12207 GENERAL PURPOSE

#193662

CC INDEX LLC
CC INDEX LLC ARTS OF ORG. FILED 
SSNY 11/18/21, KINGS CO. SSNY DE-
SIGN AGENT FOR PROCESS & SHALL 
MAIL TO REGISTERED AGENTS INC. 90 
STATE ST #700-40 ALBANY, NY 12207 
GENERAL PURPOSE

#193663

639 DEGRAW GROUP LLC
639 DEGRAW GROUP LLC ARTS OF 
ORG. FILED SSNY 11/18/21, KINGS CO. 
SSNY DESIGN AGENT FOR PROCESS 
& SHALL MAIL TO 1466 CARROLL ST 
BROOKLYN, NY 11213 GENERAL PUR-
POSE.

#193664

JEANNIES GARDEN LLC
JEANNIES GARDEN LLC ARTS OF 
ORG. FILED SSNY 11/23/21, KINGS CO. 
SSNY DESIGN AGENT FOR PROCESS 
& SHALL MAIL TO 509 MONROE ST 
BROOKLYN, NY 11221 GENERAL PUR-
POSE

#193665

ANDVARANAUT CAPITAL LLC
ANDVARANAUT CAPITAL LLC ARTS 
OF ORG. FILED SSNY 12/1/21, KINGS 
CO. SSNY DESIGN AGENT FOR PRO-
CESS & SHALL MAIL TO ZENBUSINESS 
INC. 41 STATE ST #112 ALBANY, NY 
12207 GENERAL PURPOSE

#193666

GUNNABEL OXFORD, LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LLC. GUN-
NABEL OXFORD, LLC (LLC) FILED 
ARTS. OF ORG. WITH SECY. OF STATE 
OF NY (SSNY) ON 11/09/2021. OF-
FICE LOCATION: KINGS COUNTY. 
SSNY DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS MAY BE 
SERVED AND SSNY SHALL MAIL PRO-
CESS TO THE LLC AT C/O GUNNABEL 
OXFORD, LLC, 2 NORTH 6TH PLACE, 
APT. 6Y, BROOKLYN, NY 11249. PUR-
POSE: ANY BUSINESS PERMITTED UN-
DER LAW.

#193651

1444 62ND PARTNERS LLC
1444 62ND PARTNERS LLC FILED WITH 
SSNY ON 11/22/2021. OFFICE LO-
CATION: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT OF LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED.  SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS 
TO 1444 62ND STREET, BROOKLYN, 
NY, UNITED STATES, 11219. PURPOSE: 
ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#193656

JE HOLDINGS LLC
NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION OF JE 
HOLDINGS LLC APPL. FOR AUTH. 
FILED WITH SECY. OF STATE OF NY 
(SSNY) ON 12/02/21. OFFICE LOCA-
TION: KINGS COUNTY. LLC FORMED 
IN DELAWARE (DE) ON 05/27/21. 
PRINC. OFFICE OF LLC: 8973 BAY 
PKWY., BROOKLYN, NY 11214. NYS 
FICTITIOUS NAME: JE TIC HOLDINGS 
LLC. SSNY DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 
IT MAY BE SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL 
PROCESS TO C/O CORPORATION SER-
VICE CO., 80 STATE ST., ALBANY, NY 
12207-2543. DE ADDR. OF LLC: 251 
LITTLE FALLS DR., WILMINGTON, DE 
19808. CERT. OF FORM. FILED WITH 
JEFFREY W. BULLOCK, DE SECY. OF 
STATE, 401 FEDERAL ST., STE. 4, DO-
VER, DE 19901.  PURPOSE: ANY LAW-
FUL ACTIVITY.

#193687

SPRING B FUND I L.P.
NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION OF 
SPRING B FUND I L.P. APPL. FOR AUTH. 
FILED WITH SECY. OF STATE OF NY 
(SSNY) ON 12/07/21. OFFICE LOCA-
TION: NY COUNTY. LP FORMED IN 
DELAWARE (DE) ON 07/28/21. DU-
RATION OF LP IS PERPETUAL. SSNY 
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF LP UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS 
TO CORPORATION SERVICE CO. (CSC), 
80 STATE ST., ALBANY, NY 12207-2543. 
NAME AND ADDR. OF EACH GENERAL 
PARTNER ARE AVAILABLE FROM SSNY. 
DE ADDR. OF LP: CSC, 251 LITTLE 
FALLS DR., WILMINGTON, DE 19808. 
CERT. OF LP FILED WITH SECY. OF 
STATE, 401 FEDERAL ST., STE. 4, DO-
VER, DE 19901.  PURPOSE: ANY LAW-
FUL ACTIVITY.

#193689

11218
MOVE. RUN. PLAY. LLC

MOVE. RUN. PLAY. LLC ART. OF ORG. 
FILED WITH THE SSNY ON 8/10/21. 
OFFICE: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY DESIG-
NATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL COPY OF 
PROCESS TO THE LLC; 1139 PROSPECT 
AVENUE, #1F, BROOKLYN, NY 11218.

#193693

For Legal Advertising in 

And assistance filing notices
Please contact us at

Brooklyn Legal Ad Services
Suite 1208

16 Court Street
Brooklyn 11241

brooklynlegalads@gmail.com

718-643-9099 x107
718-643-9099 x105

TO PROMOTE YOUR 
NEW BUSINESS 

IN NUMEROUS ON-LINE VENUES,
CALL 718-422-7410

FOR CHANGES OF NAME
PLEASE CALL KATRINA ,

718-643-9099, EXT 103

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW BUSINESS 

IN NUMEROUS ON-LINE VENUES,

CALL 718-422-7410

FLORIDA—Miami Director of Athletics Dan Radakovich
leaves a news conference after being introduced to uni
versity officials and the news media, Tuesday, Dec. 14,
2021, in Coral Gables, Fla. Radakovich comes from
Clemson, where he spent the last nine years overseeing
the Tigers' rise to football superpower under coach
Dabo Swinney.    AP Photo/Lynne Sladky

NEW YORK—New Jersey Devils center Jack Hughes
(86)86 ates against the New York Islanders during
an NHL hockey game on Saturday, Dec. 11, 2021, in
Elmont, N.Y.   AP Photo/Jim McIsaac
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BROOKLYNEAGLE

.COM
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2nd department / new business Formations
COMMON ENEMY LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
COMMON ENEMY LLC. ARTICLES OF 
ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-
TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) 
ON 11/17/2021. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A 
COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE 
LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS RYAN 
GORDON, 288 CARROLL ST BROOK-
LYN, NY, 11231. PURPOSE/CHARAC-
TER OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#193356

11232
TM 2420 PROPERTY LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
TM 2420 PROPERTY LLC. ARTICLES OF 
ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-
TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) 
ON 11/5/2021. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A 
COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE 
LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS THE 
LLC, 4205 8TH AVENUE BROOKLYN, 
NY, 11232. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF 
LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#193448

11234
SENECA VILLAGE 

ESTATES LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
SENECA VILLAGE ESTATES LLC. ARTI-
CLES OF ORGANIZATION FILED WITH 
SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK 
(SSNY) ON 8/12/2021. NY OFFICE LO-
CATION: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS 
BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 
IT MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL 
MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 
AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON HIM/
HER IS ISAAC DONIS, PO BOX 341071 
BROOKLYN, NY, 11234-8071. PUR-
POSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY LAW-
FUL PURPOSE.

#193130

KARIBELL CAKES LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
KARIBELL CAKES LLC. ARTICLES OF 
ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-
TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) 
ON 11/8/2021. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL 
A COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST 
THE LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS 
THE LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY, 
1532 KIMBALL STREET BROOKLYN, NY, 
11234. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: 
ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#193442

FIDELITY SENIOR CARE LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
FIDELITY SENIOR CARE LLC. ARTI-
CLES OF ORGANIZATION FILED WITH 
SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK 
(SSNY) ON 6/15/2021. NY OFFICE LO-
CATION: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS 
BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 
IT MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OF-
FICE ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY 
SHALL MAIL A COPY OF ANY PRO-
CESS AGAINST THE LLC SERVED 
UPON HIM/HER IS THE LLC, 1182 EAST 
58TH ST. BROOKLYN, NY, 11234. PUR-
POSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY LAW-
FUL PURPOSE.

#193696

11236
AESTHETICS BY JUSTINA LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
AESTHETICS BY JUSTINA LLC. ARTI-
CLES OF ORGANIZATION FILED WITH 
SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK 
(SSNY) ON 12/18/2020. NY OFFICE LO-
CATION: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS 
BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 
IT MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL 
MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 
AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON 
HIM/HER IS JUSTINA LYDIA PEREZ, 
750 EAST 85TH STREET BROOKLYN, 
NY, 11236. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF 
LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#193194

HYPEMAN HILLS 
PRODUCTIONS LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
HYPEMAN HILLS PRODUCTIONS LLC. 
ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION FILED 
WITH SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW 
YORK (SSNY) ON 8/16/2021. NY OF-
FICE LOCATION: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY 
HAS BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT 
OF THE LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS 
AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. THE 
POST OFFICE ADDRESS TO WHICH 
THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A COPY OF 
ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE LLC 
SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS THE LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY, 1252 EAST 
102 STREET BROOKLYN, NY, 11236. 
PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY 
LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#193139

11238
TKO PROMOTIONAL 

GROUP LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
TKO PROMOTIONAL GROUP LLC. AR-
TICLES OF ORGANIZATION FILED 
WITH SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW 
YORK (SSNY) ON 11/16/2021. NY OF-
FICE LOCATION: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY 
HAS BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT 
OF THE LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS 
AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. THE 
POST OFFICE ADDRESS TO WHICH 
THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A COPY OF 
ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE LLC 
SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS TROY KEN-
NETH OWENS JR, 309 LAFAYETTE AVE, 
APT 2E BROOKLYN, NY, 11238. PUR-
POSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY LAW-
FUL PURPOSE.

#193173

TKO WEALTH LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
TKO WEALTH LLC. ARTICLES OF OR-
GANIZATION FILED WITH SECRETARY 
OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 
11/16/2021. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A 
COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE 
LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS TROY 
KENNETH OWENS JR, 309 LAFAYETTE 
AVE, APT 2E BROOKLYN, NY, 11238. 
PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY 
LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#193175

TKO REALTY 
ENHANCEMENT LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
TKO REALTY ENHANCEMENT LLC. 
ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION FILED 
WITH SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW 
YORK (SSNY) ON 11/16/2021. NY OF-
FICE LOCATION: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY 
HAS BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT 
OF THE LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS 
AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. THE 
POST OFFICE ADDRESS TO WHICH 
THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A COPY OF 
ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE LLC 
SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS TROY KEN-
NETH OWENS JR, 309 LAFAYETTE AVE, 
APT 2E BROOKLYN, NY, 11238. PUR-
POSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY LAW-
FUL PURPOSE.

#193174

11241
THE LAW OFFICES OF 

WILLIAM ROTHBERG, LLP
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
THE LAW OFFICES OF WILLIAM ROTH-
BERG, LLP. ARTICLES OF ORGANI-
ZATION FILED WITH SECRETARY 
OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 
12/02/2021. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL 
A COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST 
THE LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS 16 
COURT STREET, SUITE 2200, BROOK-
LYN, NY, 11241. PURPOSE/CHARAC-
TER OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#193390

MIP ASSOCIATES LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MIP AS-
SOCIATES LLC. ARTS. OF ORG. FILED 
WITH SECY. OF STATE OF NY (SSNY) 
ON 10/14/21. OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY DESIGNATED 
AS AGENT OF LLC UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. 
SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO: THE 
LLC, 1 REWE ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11211. 
PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#192504

BFC EMPLOYEES 
INCENTIVE HOLDCO, LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF BFC EM-
PLOYEES INCENTIVE HOLDCO, LLC. 
ARTS. OF ORG. FILED WITH SECY. OF 
STATE OF NY (SSNY) ON 10/26/21. OF-
FICE LOCATION: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY 
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY 
BE SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL PRO-
CESS TO: C/O BFC PARTNERS DEVEL-
OPMENT PARTNERS LLC, 150 MYR-
TLE AVE, STE 2, BROOKLYN, NY 11201. 
PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#192514

CONEY ISLAND ASSOCIATES 
2 AFFORDABLE MM LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF CO-
NEY ISLAND ASSOCIATES 2 AFFORD-
ABLE MM LLC. ARTS. OF ORG. FILED 
WITH SECY. OF STATE OF NY (SSNY) 
ON 10/29/21. OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY DESIGNATED 
AS AGENT OF LLC UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. 
SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO: C/O 
BFC PARTNERS DEVELOPMENT LLC, 
150 MYRTLE AVE, STE 2, BROOKLYN, 
NY 11201. PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL 
ACTIVITY.

#192741

CONEY ISLAND 
ASSOCIATES 2 MM LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF CONEY IS-
LAND ASSOCIATES 2 MM LLC. ARTS. 
OF ORG. FILED WITH SECY. OF STATE 
OF NY (SSNY) ON 10/29/21. OFFICE 
LOCATION: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY 
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY 
BE SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL PRO-
CESS TO: C/O BFC PARTNERS DEVEL-
OPMENT LLC, 150 MYRTLE AVE, STE 2, 
BROOKLYN, NY 11201. PURPOSE: ANY 
LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#192743

STUDIO LOUISE, LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF STUDIO 
LOUISE, LLC. ARTS. OF ORG. FILED 
WITH SECY. OF STATE OF NY (SSNY) 
ON 10/29/21. OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY DESIGNATED 
AS AGENT OF LLC UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. 
SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO: THE 
LLC, 167 ECKFORD ST, APT 2, BROOK-
LYN, NY 11222. PURPOSE: ANY LAW-
FUL ACTIVITY.

#192751

SAM KANG STUDIO LLC
SAM KANG STUDIO LLC. ARTS. OF 
ORG. FILED WITH THE SSNY ON 
11/10/21. OFFICE: KINGS COUNTY. 
SSNY DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 
IT MAY BE SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL 
COPY OF PROCESS TO THE LLC, 1038 
GREENE AVENUE, APARTMENT 4A, 
BROOKLYN, NY 11221. PURPOSE: ANY 
LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#192905

FISH REALTY LLC
FISH REALTY LLC ARTICLES OF ORG. 
FILED NY SEC. OF STATE (SSNY) 
02/09/2004. OFFICE IN KINGS CO. 
SSNY DESIGN. AGENT OF LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS MAY BE SERVED. 
SSNY SHALL MAIL COPY OF PROCESS 
TO THE LLC, 5508 NEW UTRECHT AVE 
BROOKLYN, NY 11219. PURPOSE: ANY 
LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#192921

G FAMILY VENTURE LLC
G FAMILY VENTURE LLC ARTICLES OF 
ORG. FILED NY SEC. OF STATE (SSNY) 
10/27/2021. OFFICE IN KINGS CO. 
SSNY DESIGN. AGENT OF LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS MAY BE SERVED. 
SSNY SHALL MAIL COPY OF PROCESS 
TO C/O SCHIFF HARDIN LLP, 1185 AVE 
OF THE AMERICAS STE 3000 NY, NY 
10036. PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL AC-
TIVITY.

#192922

YOUNGJ, LLC
YOUNGJ, LLC ARTICLES OF ORG. FILED 
NY SEC. OF STATE (SSNY) 10/29/2021. 
OFFICE IN KINGS CO. SSNY DESIGN. 
AGENT OF LLC UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS MAY BE SERVED. SSNY SHALL 
MAIL COPY OF PROCESS TO THE LLC, 
228 LOGAN ST BROOKLYN, NY 11208. 
PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#192928

SUTPHIN BOULEVARD 
EQUITIES LLC

SUTPHIN BOULEVARD EQUITIES LLC 
ARTICLES OF ORG. FILED NY SEC. OF 
STATE (SSNY) 11/5/2021. OFFICE IN 
KINGS CO. SSNY DESIGN. AGENT OF 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS MAY BE 
SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL COPY OF 
PROCESS TO THE LLC, 670 MYRTLE 
AVE STE 6292 BROOKLYN, NY 11205. 
PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#192929

95TH AVENUE EQUITIES LLC
95TH AVENUE EQUITIES LLC AR-
TICLES OF ORG. FILED NY SEC. OF 
STATE (SSNY) 11/11/2021. OFFICE IN 
KINGS CO. SSNY DESIGN. AGENT OF 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS MAY BE 
SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL COPY OF 
PROCESS TO THE LLC, 670 MYRTLE 
AVE STE 6373 BROOKLYN, NY 11205. 
PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#192930

REWE STREET 
PARTNERS, L.P. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF REWE 
STREET PARTNERS, L.P. CERT. FILED 
WITH SEC. OF STATE OF NY (SSNY) 
ON 12/23/2004. OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY DESIGNAT-
ED AGENT OF LP UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED 
AND SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO: JAMES 
BULLER, 8 REWE ST., BROOKLYN, NY 
11211. NAME/ADDRESS OF GENL. 
PTR. AVAILABLE FROM SSNY. TERM: 
UNTIL 12/31/2044. PURPOSE: ANY 
LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#193095

SMC LEGAL BOUTIQUE, PLLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SMC LE-
GAL BOUTIQUE, PLLC. ART. OF ORG. 
FILED WITH THE SECT’Y OF STATE 
OF NY (SSNY) ON 10/15/21. OFFICE 
IN KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN 
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE PLLC 
UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT 
MAY BE SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL 
PROCESS TO THE PLLC, 146 PIER-
REPONT ST APT 6C BROOKLYN, NY, 
11201. PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL PUR-
POSE

#193178

JYC CLEANING SERVICES LLC
JYC CLEANING SERVICES LLC, ARTS 
OF ORG. FILED WITH SEC. OF STATE 
OF NY (SSNY) 5/18/2021. CTY: KINGS. 
SSNY DESIG. AS AGENT UPON WHOM 
PROCESS AGAINST MAY BE SERVED & 
SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO 34 NORTH 
6TH ST., UNIT S3B, BROOKLYN, NY 
11249. GENERAL PURPOSE

#193180

EXQUISITE DESIGN AND 
ENTERTAINMENT, LLC

EXQUISITE DESIGN AND ENTERTAIN-
MENT, LLC ARTICLES OF ORG. FILED 
NY SEC. OF STATE (SSNY) 4/27/20. OF-
FICE IN KINGS CO. SSNY DESIG. AGENT 
OF LLC WHOM PROCESS MAY BE 
SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS 
TO 331 E. 93RD ST., APT. 2R, BROOK-
LYN, NY 11212. PURPOSE: ANY LAW-
FUL PURPOSE.

#193181

The New York Stock Exchange is seen in New York, in
this Nov. 23, 2020, file photo. Stocks opened modestly
lower on Wall Street Monday, Dec. 13, 2021 as the
market got the week off to a slow start following its
best weekly gain since February.    AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File

KENTUCKY—President Joe Biden exits Air Force One
as he arrives in Fort Campbell, Ky., Wednesday, Dec.
15, 2021, to survey storm damage from tornadoes
and extreme weather.    AP Photo/Andrew Harnik



 Thursday, December 16, 2021 • BQ Daily Eagle • 7 

PORTSSS
COVID-
ravaged 

Nets outlast 
Raptors

Durant and company pull 
out OT thriller at Barclays

By John Torenli, Sports Editor
Brooklyn Daily Eagle

Down seven players due to a COVID-19 out-
break, the Brooklyn Nets didn’t look for any ex-
cuses Tuesday night at Downtown’s Barclays 
Center.

They simply looked to Kevin Durant.
And the front-runner for NBA Most Valuable 

Player honors delivered.
Durant produced his 14th career triple-double, 

Patty Mills forced overtime with a clutch 3-point-
er and the Eastern Conference leaders pulled out a 
131-129 victory in front of 17,325 fans on the cor-
ner of Atlantic and Flatbush.

“I like how we responded throughout the 
whole game,” said Durant, who finished with 34 
points, 13 rebounds and 11 assists on a night the 
Nets desperately needed him to be the best play-
er in the world.

Brooklyn was without James Harden, LaMar-
cus Aldridge, DeAndre Bembry, Paul Millsap, 
Bruce Brown, Jevon Carter and James Johnson, 
leaving Durant to upgrade himself from question-
able to all in despite a sore right ankle.

“I felt like it was something I could play on, 
so I knew I was going to play this morning,” Du-
rant revealed. “I hate that my teammates are out. I 
wish everybody was playing.”

Instead, everybody just continued to marvel at 
Durant’s mastery.

He played a game-high 48 minutes on an an-
kle that could have kept him sidelined under less 
dire circumstances, refusing to let Brooklyn (20-
8) sink into oblivion after Toronto appeared to
take control by outscoring the Nets 44-25 in the
third quarter.

The Nets fought back over the final 12 min-
utes, but still needed Mills, who finished with 30 

points, to drill a shot from beyond the arc with 13 
ticks remaining in regulation just to have a shot at 
their third consecutive win.

Durant scored Brooklyn’s first six points in 
the extra session, including a 17-foot jumper with 
2:45 left that put the Nets ahead to stay, 126-124.

Mills followed with a 16-footer 30 seconds 
later and Brooklyn held on thereafter, improving 
to 9-5 at Barclays this year and kickstarting a five-
game homestand that could force them to close 
gaps in the lineup throughout.

On Tuesday, Brooklyn’s fill-in heroes includ-
ed Kessler Edwards (16 points), Blake Griffin 
(13) and Nic Claxton (13).

“Turning it up in the fourth quarter and over-
time, man. ... I’m so proud to just be a part of this 
group and play with these young dudes,” said Du-
rant.

Fred VanVleet scored 31 points and Pascal 
Siakam and Gary Trent Jr. added 25 apiece for To-
ronto (12-15), which was also bidding for its third 
straight win.

But once Durant decided he was ready to go, 
he proved more than capable of carrying the Nets 
with him.

“Man, it was amazing to be out there,” he 
marveled.

Even more amazing to watch for the Brook-
lyn hoops fanatics filling Barclays Tuesday night.

NOTHING BUT NET: Though the return 
status of the Nets’ missing players is still a mys-
tery, Brooklyn head coach Steve Nash intimated 
before Tuesday’s game that the virus had also af-
fected  “a couple coaches and a couple staff (mem-
bers)”, who were in COVID-19 protocol. ... The 
Nets will host Philadelphia here on Thursday be-
fore welcoming Orlando on Saturday and Denver 
Sunday. Brooklyn will finish up the stand Tuesday 
night vs. Washington. ... Mills had his fourth ca-
reer 30-point game and first since 2019, when he 
was a member of the San Antonio Spurs. 

Nursing a sore ankle, Kevin Durant carried the COVID-depleted Nets to victory over Toronto Tuesday at Barclays Center. 
AP Photo by Adam Hunger

Patty Mills (left) hit a game-saving 3-pointer and Kevin Durant did the rest as Brooklyn outlasted Toronto in overtime Tuesday. 
AP Photo by Adam Hunger

James Harden was one of seven Nets 
out of the lineup Tuesday night due to a 
COVID-19 outbreak. 

AP Photo by John Bazemore
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 Our
 World In
Pictures

KENTUCKY — Vigil: A young 
boy held a candle during a 
vigil in the aftermath of tor-
nadoes that tore through the 
region several days earlier, in 
Mayfield, late on Tuesday.

Photo: Gerald Herbert/AP

GEORGIA — Eviction: Faye Moore, right, and her partner Garry Betared, left, talked about being evict-
ed from their home as they sat in a hotel room on Nov. 24, in Morrow. “I’m devastated. It was a house full 
of furniture. Everything,” said Moore, a retired mental health therapist. “It was like a storm came in and 
devastated everything. I can’t find my important papers or anything.” Photo: Brynn Anderson/AP

SPAIN — Retirement: Barcelona striker Sergio Aguero cried during a press conference at the Camp 
Nou stadium in Barcelona on Wednesday. Aguero announced his retirement from football on Wednes-
day, due to a heart condition.  Photo: Emilio Morenatti/AP

PAKISTAN — Fog: A driver stood next to his truck while he waited for 
motorways to reopen after being closed due to heavy fog, in Lahore, on 
Wednesday. Photo: K.M. Chaudary/AP
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 Our
 World In
Pictures

MEXICO — Missing: Rel-
atives prepared Christmas 
decorations with images and 
names of their missing loved 
ones, to be placed at the Me-
morial Garden of the City 
Government building of the 
borough of Iztacalco in Mex-
ico City on Tuesday.

Photo: Marco Ugarte/AP

NEW YORK — Going for the basket: Brooklyn Nets forward Blake Griffin (2) drove 
to the basket past Toronto Raptors forward Chris Boucher (25) during the second half 
of an NBA basketball game on Tuesday in New York. The Nets won 131-129 in overtime. 

Photo: Adam Hunger/AP

COVID-19VACCINATIONCENTER

585SchenectadyAvenue, Bklyn,NY

***Booster shots for  fully vaccinated persons meeting the

following criteria as approved by the CDC:

People 65 years and older

 Residents in long-term care facilities

People 18-64 years with underlying

medical conditions

People ages18-64 years who are at increased risk for COVID-19

exposure and transmission because of occupational/work

 setting or living arrangements

atKingsbrookJewish

MedicalCenter

If you received the PFIZER vaccine more than six (6) months ago, please call 718-

604-5300  to schedule your dose or to inquire about eligibility.  Please note, you can

receive your booster at our facility even if your initial doses were given at another

site. Please be prepared to present proof of vaccination and an ID.

MON-SUN:7:30AM-6:00pm

*NOW OFFERING COVID-19 VACCINES FOR
 AGES 5-11

COVID-19 VACCINES & BOOSTER SHOTS
FOR ADULTS: 
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Anti-vaccine protesters arrested in Queens 
Center Mall Cheesecake Factory

By Jacob Kaye
Queens Daily Eagle

Half a dozen anti-vaccine protesters were 
cuffed for staging a “sit in” inside the Cheesecake 
Factory in Queens Center Mall earlier this week.

Six people, two of whom are from Queens, 
were arrested on Tuesday, Dec. 14, after they blew 
past the restaurant’s host stand, refused to show 
proof of vaccination and sat themselves down at 
several empty tables, according to the NYPD.

A restaurant employee, who had asked the 
group to leave after they violated the restaurant’s 
COVID-19 policy, called the cops around 7 p.m., 
according to the authorities.

Police arrived and charged six of the approx-
imately 30 people in the group with criminal tres-
passing.

Those arrested include Eric Bascon, a 38-year-
old from Yonkers, Mitchell Bosch, a 42-year-
old from Brooklyn, Graig Young, a 37-year-old 
from Queens, Raymond Velez, a 36-year-old from 
Queens, Augusto Alarcon, a 39-year-old from the 
Bronx, and Steven Wavra, a 67-year-old from the 
Bronx.

An hour long video posted to Instagram by a 
user with the account name “newyorkfreedomral-
ly2” shows the incident unfolding.

The group of protesters had spread them-
selves out across the restaurant, sat down at sev-
eral tables and at the Cheesecake Factory’s bar, 
where they claimed they were refused service.

“No drinks, bro,” one of the protesters said to 
the person filming the video.

One of the people who appeared to be part of 
the group but not one of the people arrested was 
John Tobacco, a former candidate for state comp-
troller and Staten Island resident who has been ar-
rested for staging anti-mask wearing protests in 
the past.

The video shows protestors of all ages, includ-
ing children younger than 10, demanding service. 
The person filming the video repeatedly asked the 
NYPD officers what laws the group was breaking.

The protest came a day after a new policy 
from Governor Kathy Hochul and the state’s De-
partment of Health went into effect. The new 
policy requires masks be worn inside unless a 
business requires patrons to show proof of vac-
cination.

One of the members of the group recounted 
a conversation she had with a Cheesecake Facto-
ry employee in the video and claims that she had 
been discriminated against.

“You’re going to discriminate against me be-
cause I refuse to show you my vaccination card?” 
the protester said. “I refuse to give you my medi-
cal history even though you know it’s illegal, and 
he kept saying he knew it was illegal but there was 
nothing that he could do.”

Refusing service to a person who doesn’t 
show their vaccination card is not illegal.

At one point in the video, a bartender tells 
members of the group that he would serve them 
but was following orders from his superiors not 
to.

“The Nazis were just following orders,” one 
of the group members said before being admon-
ished by the person filming who said that they 
“don’t want to cause a disturbance.”

About 45 minutes into the video, several 
members of the group begin to discuss the pros-
pect of getting arrested. Some say they can stom-
ach it, others say they can’t, including the person 
filming who said he had a “fight to catch.”

“This is a defining moment for everybody 
over here who has been coming to these rallies,” 
one of the protesters said. “Your kids are going to 
remember this.”

“We are rebels,” he added. “We must remem-
ber the fact that we are rebels.”

Toward the end of the video, police officers 
began to arrest members of the group.

“I decided to stay, have some cheesecake and 
now I’m being arrested by the NYPD,” one of 
the protesters said as he was being led out of the 
restaurant in handcuffs. 

CATHOLIC LAWYERS GUILD
OF 

QUEENS COUNTY

ANNUAL COMMUNION BREAKFAST

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2021

PLACE:     St. Kevin Roman Catholic Church
  42-21 194th Street, Flushing, NY 11358

TIME: 9:00 a.m. Mass

CELEBRANT: Rev. Msgr. Steven J. Aguggia, J.C.L

DONATION:    $30.00 per person - Children 12 and under – FREE

TICKETS: Purchase tickets BUY TICKETS
                            http://clgofqueens_communionbreakfast_2021.eventbrite.com

The breakfast will immediately follow the 9:00 a.m. Mass at St. Kevin’s 
Parish Center.

SANTA will be presenting a gift to all children 12 years old and under.
Therefore, we must receive names and ages of children on or before December
6, 2021. Anyone can attend regardless of whether they have children. Please 
send an email to info@clgofqueens.com. 

COVID NOTICE:  Pursuant to NYS COVID-19 health and safety guidelines – all 
individuals over 12 years of age, must present photo identification and proof of full 
vaccination status or recent PCR negative test results (within 72 hours) prior to or 
upon, admission.  Any child under 12 who is not vaccinated is encouraged to wear 
masks.

For additional information contact info@clgofqueens.com, Zenith Taylor (718) 298-
0421 or Donna Furey (347) 448-2549. 

Several anti-vaccine mandate protesters were arrested in Queens Center Mall’s Cheese-
cake Factory on Tuesday, Dec. 14, 2021. Screenshot via 

By Amy Forliti
Associated Press

Former Minneapolis police Officer Derek 
Chauvin pleaded guilty Wednesday to a federal 
charge of violating George Floyd’s civil rights, 
admitting for the first time that he kept his knee 
on Floyd’s neck — even after he became unre-
sponsive — resulting in the Black man’s death.

Chauvin, who is white, was convicted 
this spring of state murder and manslaughter 
charges in Floyd’s May 25, 2020, death, and 
was sentenced to 22 1/2 years.

In his federal plea Wednesday, Chauvin ad-
mitted he willfully deprived Floyd of his right 
to be free from unreasonable seizure, including 
unreasonable force by a police officer, by kneel-
ing on Floyd’s neck even though he was hand-
cuffed and not resisting. A second federal count 
in Floyd’s death was dismissed, but Chauvin 
pleaded guilty to another count in an unrelated 
2017 case.

Chauvin appeared in person for the change 
of plea hearing in an orange short-sleeve pris-
on shirt and was led into and out of the court 
in handcuffs. He said “Guilty, your honor” to 
confirm his pleas, and acknowledged that he 
committed the acts alleged.

Chauvin could have faced life in prison on 
the federal count, one possible incentive for him 
to avoid trial. Under the plea agreement, both 
sides agreed Chauvin should face a sentence 
ranging from 20 to 25 years, with prosecutors 
saying they would seek 25. The final sentence 
will be up to U.S. District Judge Paul Magnu-
son, but Chauvin is likely to face more time 
behind bars than he would on the state charges 
alone.

Through a combination of good behavior 
and parole, Chauvin’s state sentence is likely to 
amount to 15 years behind bars. A federal sen-
tence would run at the same time, and good be-
havior also can reduce time — but inmates still 
typically serve about 85% of their sentences.

That means if Chauvin gets the 25 years 
prosecutors want, he would likely spend 21 

Chauvin pleads guilty to federal charge in Floyd’s death

In this courtroom sketch, a�orney Eric Nelson, right, speaks to U.S. District Judge Paul Magnuson during a hearing where former Minne-
apolis police officer Derek Chauvin, center, pleaded guilty to a federal charge of violating George Floyd’s civil rights on Wednesday, Dec. 
15, 2021 in St. Paul, Min. Chauvin admi�ed for the first time that he kept his knee on Floyd’s neck — even a�er he became unrespon-
sive — resulting in the Black man’s death.                        Cedric Hohnstadt via AP

years and three months in prison — or a little 
more than six years beyond his state sentence.

Three other former officers — Thomas 
Lane, J. Kueng and Tou Thao — were indicted 
on federal charges alongside Chauvin.

Chauvin appeared in person for the change 
of plea hearing in an orange short-sleeve pris-
on shirt and was led into and out of the court 
in handcuffs. He said “Guilty, your honor” to 
confirm his pleas, and acknowledged that he 
committed the acts alleged.Chauvin could have 

faced life in prison on the federal count, one 
possible incentive for him to avoid trial. Under 
the plea agreement, both sides agreed Chauvin 
should face a sentence ranging from 20 to 25 
years, with prosecutors saying they would seek 
25. The final sentence will be up to U.S. District 
Judge Paul Magnuson, but Chauvin is likely to 
face more time behind bars than he would on 
the state charges alone.

Through a combination of good behavior 
and parole, Chauvin’s state sentence is likely to 

amount to 15 years behind bars. A federal sen-
tence would run at the same time, and good be-
havior also can reduce time — but inmates still 
typically serve about 85% of their sentences.

That means if Chauvin gets the 25 years 
prosecutors want, he would likely spend 21 
years and three months in prison — or a little 
more than six years beyond his state sentence.

Three other former officers — Thomas 
Lane, J. Kueng and Tou Thao — were indicted 
on federal charges alongside Chauvin.
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Eric Adams’ top criminal 
justice advisor left 

NYPD under a cloud
By Greg B. Smith and Katie Honan

THE CITY

For weeks, Philip Banks III has been May-
or-elect Eric Adams’ quarterback on criminal 
justice issues, helping define how the incoming 
administration will handle perhaps its most im-
portant task: addressing public safety in a fair and 
equitable manner.

Seven years after suddenly resigning as the 
highest-ranking uniformed member of the NYPD, 
Banks is now back at One Police Plaza — work-
ing out of an office there and talking with brass 
about the state of the department. He’s also taken 
part in the interviews of police commissioner can-
didates, multiple sources say.

He is said to be high on Adams’ list to be dep-
uty mayor for public safety — an appointment 
that could come soon given the New York Post’s 
report Tuesday that the mayor-elect has anointed 
Keechant Sewell, Nassau County’s chief of de-
tectives, as police commissioner. If tapped, Banks 
would join his brother David, whom Adams re-
cently named schools chancellor, in the new ad-
ministration.

But just a few years ago, Philip Banks found 
himself in a very different place — implicated in 
multiple criminal schemes involving money laun-
dering, bribery and tax fraud.

FBI agents uncovered evidence that Banks, 
while NYPD’s chief of department, accepted 
thousands of dollars in free meals and sports tick-
ets — even a $20,000 “gift” from a corrupt busi-
nessman seeking to bribe his way to favorable 
treatment from the police, prosecutors said.

The FBI concluded Banks was regularly de-
positing small amounts of cash from “unex-
plained” sources — deposits that totaled more 
than $300,000 and that Banks did not report to the 
IRS.

The FBI also found Banks neglected to in-
form the taxman about years of rental income 
from properties he owns in Queens, records show.

Reached last week by THE CITY, Banks de-
clined to answer any questions about his role in 
the formation of the incoming mayor’s criminal 
justice policies and referred all questions to Ad-
ams’ spokesperson, Evan Thies.

In response to THE CITY’s inquiry, Thies 
wrote, “Advisers to Eric are working out of a 
number of city government offices. That’s stan-
dard for the transition of one administration to an-
other. I would also point out that Mr. Banks has 
never been charged with or even questioned about 
any crime.”

A Long Adams Link
Adams — a former NYPD officer who rose 

through the ranks to become a captain — has 
known Banks for years.

Like Adams, Banks climbed the ladder from 
patrol duty to become one of the few Black cops 
to reach the upper echelon of the NYPD. Banks 
was also a member of the NYC Council of Guard-
ians, a fraternal group of Black cops, when Adams 
ran the group.

According to several sources on Adams’ tran-
sition team and in the NYPD, Banks has for weeks 

worked out of a sixth floor office at One Police 
Plaza. There he’s been interviewing members of 
NYPD’s leadership, getting a better idea of how 
the department functions seven years after he left.

He’s also heavily involved in vetting candi-
dates for commissioner and attending all the inter-
views with finalists.

And he’s spent hours going over a wide ar-
ray of issues, taking a holistic approach to crimi-
nal justice. He’s also held lengthy sit-downs with 
top officials running the Department of Correc-
tions and members of the team handling broad-
er policy issues in the Mayor’s Office of Criminal 
Justice, the sources said.

Banks has a long history in the world of crim-
inal justice, exclusively from within the NYPD. 
At different points in his 30-year career, he was 
an assistant chief in Manhattan North, the chief of 
community affairs, and ultimately chief of depart-
ment, the highest-ranking uniformed member of 
the NYPD.

He was also deputy chief in Brooklyn South, 
where he “formed close relationships with com-
munity groups,” according to his Linkedin page.

Among the members of Brooklyn’s Orthodox 
Jewish community Banks befriended were Jere-
my Reichberg and Jona Rechnitz. It was that in-
volvement that brought him to the attention of the 
FBI.

Reichberg was a community activist and 
businessman from Borough Park. Rechnitz was 
a wealthy Los Angeles-based developer seeking 
a foothold in New York. Both men thought they 
could buy their way into the centers of power in 
New York City.

Rechnitz ultimately pleaded guilty to brib-
ery-related charges and cooperated with prosecu-
tors in the Manhattan U.S. attorney’s office, de-
tailing his tangled interactions with Banks, as well 
as his pay-to-play fundraising for Mayor Bill de 
Blasio. Reichberg was convicted of bribery at tri-
al.

Meals, Tickets and More
Much of Banks’ alleged involvement in some 

of Rechnitz’s dealings emerges in a 2019 memo, 
written by federal prosecutor Martin Bell, detail-
ing Rechnitz’s cooperation.

Bell wrote that Rechnitz and Reichberg 
“bribed high level members of the NYPD in ex-
change for police action as opportunities arose, a 
scheme that came to include the highest ranking 
uniformed officer in the department.” Bell was re-
ferring to Banks.

The prosecutor wrote that Banks received a 
“luxury tour through Israel” in 2014, thousands of 
dollars worth of “regular meals at high-end kosher 
steakhouses in Manhattan” and “expensive hock-
ey and basketball tickets” — all paid for by Rech-
nitz and Reichberg.

In one instance, Bell wrote, “Rechnitz provid-
ed Banks with what amounted to a $20,000 gift 
disguised as a successful ‘investment on his be-
half.’” Prosecutors say Rechnitz claimed the mon-
ey was “interest” paid on that investment.

Banks’ name also surfaced in affidavits the 
FBI submitted in 2014 to win approval for wire-

taps in an ongoing investigation of a Harlem busi-
nessman named Hamlet Peralta. Informants had 
told the FBI Peralta was selling stolen or untaxed 
booze.

In the affidavits FBI allege that some of 
Banks’ money wound up funding Peralta, but via 
a circuitous route.

Citing Banks’ account records at Chase and 
surveillance of him at ATMs, the agents alleged 
that he regularly deposited small amounts of cash 
from “unexplained sources” into his personal ac-
counts throughout 2013 and 2014, the affidavits 
state. The cash amounted to more than $300,000.

An FBI agent labeled his regimen of depos-
its as money laundering, describing Banks’ hab-
it of making two simultaneous deposits into sep-
arate accounts on each visit. The deposits were 
relatively small, usually several hundred dollars. 
But there were lots of them over two years, from 
2013 into 2014, the FBI found.

“The investigation has not uncovered any le-
gitimate source for this income in Banks or his 
spouse’s accounts,” one federal agent wrote. 
“When numerous small cash deposits are made 
into a bank account it is impossible to tell the 
source of the money, so making such deposits is 
one way individuals wishing to conceal the illegal 
source of funds accomplish that goal.”

The FBI found that some of Banks’ money 
wound up financing Peralta’s liquor business via 
Rechnitz, who was at the time supplying the Har-
lem businessman with money with the promise of 
big profits.

At one point, the FBI discovered that Banks 
had provided Rechnitz with $180,000 through a 
shell company Rechnitz created called JSR Capi-
tal LLC. Rechnitz’s firm, in turn, steered hundreds 
of thousands of dollars to Peralta and his liquor 
business on 125th Street, according to the FBI af-
fidavits.

“The volume and pattern of [Banks’] deposits 
— together with the wire transfers to JSR Capital 
LLC which in turn funds Peralta and West 125th 
Street Liquors — is indicative of the subject of-
fense of money laundering,” the agents alleged.

A Sudden Resignation
On top of all this, the IRS launched a paral-

lel investigation into Banks’ filings to determine 
whether he was committing tax fraud, according 
to one of the FBI affidavits.

Investigators determined he hadn’t report-
ed any of the $300,000 in cash deposits or anoth-
er $245,000 in rental income he and his wife col-
lected on two Queens properties between 2007 
through 2013, the affidavit stated.

Rechnitz, meanwhile, was Banks’ biggest 
cheerleader with de Blasio. Rechnitz had ingra-
tiated himself after raising funds for the mayor’s 
2013 campaign, and de Blasio gave him his per-
sonal email.

After de Blasio won, Rechnitz began email-
ing the mayor-elect, suggesting Banks would be 
an ideal police commissioner, according to emails 
that were later made public.

In one February 2014 email shortly after de 
Blasio arrived at City Hall, Rechnitz emailed him 
asking if he’d join him in his courtside seats at a 
Knicks game. De Blasio declined, but thanked 
Rechnitz profusely and added, “It has been an 
absolute pleasure getting to work regularly with 

Chief Banks. His future is bright.”
De Blasio ultimately chose Bill Bratton as 

his first police commissioner. By the fall of 2014 
Bratton offered to promote Banks to the No. 2 spot 
in the department, first deputy chief. On the morn-
ing of Oct. 31, 2014, however, Banks suddenly re-
signed from the department.

Unbeknownst to de Blasio and Bratton, the 
day before Banks quit, a judge signed a court or-
der allowing the FBI to begin monitoring the cell-
phones of several targets of the investigation, in-
cluding Rechnitz.

Bratton later said of Banks’ resignation as 
“something that I regret,” labeling it a “setback” 
to his plans for reforming the department.

Three days after Banks resigned, Rechnitz 
emailed de Blasio again, this time begging him to 
keep the chief on. Under the subject line “Please 
help please please,” Rechnitz wrote, “What can 
we do for you to refuse Banks resignation and get 
him back in and for Bratton to see past Phil’s mon-
strous mistake?”

There is no record of a response to that email 
from de Blasio. But Bell noted that a few weeks af-
ter Banks resigned, Rechnitz and Reichberg were 
secretly recorded on wiretapped phones “lament-
ing that they did not get even more for their invest-
ment in Banks” and another top cop who was later 
convicted of illegally misusing police resources, 
Michael Harrington.

Plea Deals Yield Info
Rechnitz later began cooperating with the 

U.S. attorney, who expanded his investigation to 
include accusations that de Blasio solicited do-
nations to a non-profit he controlled called Cam-
paign for One New York from entities doing busi-
ness with City Hall.

After agreeing to cooperate, Rechnitz detailed 
how he’d made major donations to de Blasio’s 
causes, in exchange for having direct access to 
the mayor. Multiple emails between de Blasio and 
Rechnitz later surfaced, with the mayor directing 
his minions to respond to the donor’s many re-
quests.

In 2019, Rechnitz pleaded guilty to a brib-
ery-related charge and was sentenced to five 
months in prison and five months of home con-
finement after prosecutors urged the judge to be 
lenient due to his cooperation.

Reichberg was convicted of bribery at trial 
and sentenced to four years in prison. He was re-
leased two years early on medical furlough. Per-
alta was convicted of wire fraud after prosecu-
tors charged him with operating a Ponzi scheme 
through his liquor business. He was sentenced to 
five years in prison.

Banks was never charged and went on to form 
a private security company, CitySafe Partnership 
LLC.

In his Linkedin profile, Banks boasts of an 
“extensive executive level security and law en-
forcement experience spanning a twenty-eight 
year career culminating in the highest-ranking 
uniformed position in the New York City Police 
Department.”

He makes no mention of Reichberg or Rech-
nitz.

THE CITY is an independent, nonprofit news 
outlet dedicated to hard-hitting reporting that 
serves the people of New York.

Philip Banks III speaks at One Police Plaza in 2013 after being promoted to chief of de-
partment.  Ben Fractenberg/THE CITY

Westchester County executive Rob Astorino, left, and Mayor de Blasio donors Jeremy 
Reichberg and Jona Rechnitz meet with then-high-ranking NYPD figures Michael Har-
rington and Philip Banks III.  Southern District of New York
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name change

TO SUBSCRIBE, 
CALL 718-422-7400 TO SUBSCRIBE, 

CALL 718-422-7400

FOR HELP IN PREPARATION 
AND FILING OF ALL YOUR

LEGAL NOTICE NEEDS,
CALL ALICE

718-643-9099, EXT 107

FOR HELP IN PREPARATION 
AND FILING OF ALL YOUR

LEGAL NOTICE NEEDS,
CALL ALICE

718-643-9099, EXT 107

TO SUBSCRIBE, CALL 718-422-7400

FOR CHANGES OF NAME
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For Legal Advertising

And assistance filing notices
Please contact us at

Brooklyn Legal Ad Services
30th Floor,

16 Court Street
Brooklyn 11241

brooklynlegalads@gmail.com

718-643-9099 x107
718-643-9099 x105

We Can Expand Your Reach to New Customers EXPONENTIALLY
Using Images and Social Media Along With 

Our Popular Websites and Blogs
CONTACT JDH@BROOKLYNEAGLE.COM

FOR HELP IN PREPARATION 
AND FILING OF ALL YOUR

LEGAL NOTICE NEEDS,
CALL ALICE

718-643-9099, EXT 107

FOR HELP IN PREPARATION AND FILING OF ALL YOUR LEGAL NOTICE NEEDS,
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TO SUBSCRIBE, CALL 718-422-7400

NAME CHANGE

GROSS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT AN 
ORDER ENTERED BY THE CIVIL COURT, 
KINGS COUNTY ON THE 9TH DAY OF 
DECEMBER, 2021, BEARING THE IN-
DEX NUMBER NC-001273-21/KI, A 
COPY OF WHICH MAY BE EXAMINED 
AT THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK LOCAT-
ED AT CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 
141 LIVINGSTON STREET, BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK, 11201, GRANTS ME (US) 
THE RIGHT TO: ASSUME THE NAME 
OF (FIRST) SHLOMA (LAST) GROSS. 
MY PRESENT NAME IS (FIRST) JOSEF 
(LAST) GROSS (INFANT). THE CITY 
AND STATE OF MY CURRENT AD-
DRESS ARE BROOKLYN, NY. MY PLACE 
OF BIRTH IS MANHATTAN, NY. THE 
MONTH AND YEAR OF MY BIRTH IS 
OCTOBER 2021.

#193671

NAME CHANGE

AHMETI
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT AN 
ORDER ENTERED BY THE CIVIL COURT, 
KINGS COUNTY ON THE 1ST DAY OF 
DECEMBER, 2021, BEARING THE IN-
DEX NUMBER NC-001221-21/KI, A 
COPY OF WHICH MAY BE EXAMINED 
AT THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK LOCAT-
ED AT CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 
141 LIVINGSTON STREET, BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK, 11201, GRANTS ME (US) 
THE RIGHT TO: ASSUME THE NAME 
OF (FIRST) SHPRESA (LAST) AHMETI. 
MY PRESENT NAME IS (FIRST) SPRESA 
(LAST) AHMETI AKA SHPRESA AHME-
TI. THE CITY AND STATE OF MY CUR-
RENT ADDRESS ARE NEW YORK, NY. 
MY PLACE OF BIRTH IS MACEDONIA. 

THE MONTH AND YEAR OF MY BIRTH 
IS FEBRUARY 1981.

#193674

NAME CHANGE

TWIZER
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT AN 
ORDER ENTERED BY THE CIVIL COURT, 
KINGS COUNTY ON THE 1ST DAY OF 
DECEMBER, 2021, BEARING THE IN-
DEX NUMBER NC-001226-21/KI, A 
COPY OF WHICH MAY BE EXAMINED 
AT THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK LOCAT-
ED AT CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 
141 LIVINGSTON STREET, BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK, 11201, GRANTS ME (US) 
THE RIGHT TO: ASSUME THE NAME 
OF (FIRST) SARAH (LAST) TWIZER. MY 
PRESENT NAME IS (FIRST) AMANDA 
(LAST) TVIZER FKA AMANDA DESIREE 
COHEN AKA AMANDA COHEN. THE 
CITY AND STATE OF MY CURRENT AD-
DRESS ARE BROOKLYN, NY. MY PLACE 
OF BIRTH IS BROOKLYN, NY USA. THE 
MONTH AND YEAR OF MY BIRTH IS 
JANUARY 1991.

#193611

NAME CHANGE

SAMUEL
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT AN 
ORDER ENTERED BY THE CIVIL COURT, 
KINGS COUNTY ON THE 17TH DAY OF 
NOVEMBER, 2021, BEARING THE IN-
DEX NUMBER NC-001164-21/KI, A 
COPY OF WHICH MAY BE EXAMINED 
AT THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK LOCAT-
ED AT CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 
141 LIVINGSTON STREET, BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK, 11201, GRANTS ME (US) 
THE RIGHT TO: ASSUME THE NAME 
OF (FIRST) FITZPATRICK  (LAST) SAM-
UEL. MY PRESENT NAME IS (FIRST) 

FITZ-PATRICK (LAST) SAMUEL AKA 
FITZPATRICK SAMUEL, AKA PATRICK 
SAMUEL. THE CITY AND STATE OF 
MY CURRENT ADDRESS ARE BROOK-
LYN, NY. MY PLACE OF BIRTH IS SAINT 
VINCENT & THE GRENADINES. THE 
MONTH AND YEAR OF MY BIRTH IS 
MARCH 1950.

#193121

NAME CHANGE

REYES
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT AN 
ORDER ENTERED BY THE CIVIL COURT, 
KINGS COUNTY ON THE 30TH DAY OF 
NOVEMBER, 2021, BEARING THE IN-
DEX NUMBER NC-001175-21/KI, A 
COPY OF WHICH MAY BE EXAMINED 
AT THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK LOCAT-
ED AT CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 
141 LIVINGSTON STREET, BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK, 11201, GRANTS ME (US) 
THE RIGHT TO: ASSUME THE NAME 
OF (FIRST) MIGUEL (MIDDLE) ANGEL 
(LAST) REYES. MY PRESENT NAME 
IS (FIRST) MIGUEL (MIDDLE) AN-
GEL (LAST) CABRERA AKA MIGUEL A 
CABRERA AKA MIGUEL CABRERA. THE 
CITY AND STATE OF MY CURRENT AD-
DRESS ARE BROOKLYN, NY. MY PLACE 
OF BIRTH IS INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 
USA. THE MONTH AND YEAR OF MY 
BIRTH IS JANUARY 1982.

#193602

NAME CHANGE

KELLER
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT AN 
ORDER ENTERED BY THE CIVIL COURT, 
KINGS COUNTY ON THE 1ST DAY OF 
DECEMBER, 2021, BEARING THE IN-
DEX NUMBER NC-001228-21/KI, A 
COPY OF WHICH MAY BE EXAMINED 

AT THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK LOCAT-
ED AT CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 
141 LIVINGSTON STREET, BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK, 11201, GRANTS ME (US) 
THE RIGHT TO: ASSUME THE NAME 
OF (FIRST) ANDON (LAST) KELLER. MY 
PRESENT NAME IS (FIRST) BRANDON 
(MIDDLE) SCOTT (LAST) KELLER AKA 
BRANDON KELLER. THE CITY AND 
STATE OF MY CURRENT ADDRESS ARE 
BROOKLYN, NY. MY PLACE OF BIRTH IS 
TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND USA. THE 
MONTH AND YEAR OF MY BIRTH IS 
JUNE 1986.

#193646

NAME CHANGE

DUENO
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT AN 
ORDER ENTERED BY THE CIVIL COURT, 
KINGS COUNTY ON THE 10TH DAY OF 
DECEMBER, 2021, BEARING THE IN-
DEX NUMBER NC-001275-21/KI, A 
COPY OF WHICH MAY BE EXAMINED 
AT THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK LOCAT-
ED AT CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 
141 LIVINGSTON STREET, BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK, 11201, GRANTS ME (US) 
THE RIGHT TO: ASSUME THE NAME OF 
(FIRST) SAMUEL (LAST) DUENO. MY 
PRESENT NAME IS (FIRST) NO NAME 
GIVEN (LAST) DUENO AKA SAMU-
EL DUENO AKA MALE DUENO. THE 
CITY AND STATE OF MY CURRENT 
ADDRESS ARE BROOKLYN, NY. MY
PLACE OF BIRTH IS BROOKLYN, NY. 
THE MONTH AND YEAR OF MY BIRTH 
IS FEBRUARY 1953.

#193636

Tell the World

About Your 

New Business ... reaching

an audience in

• Three Daily Newspapers

• Eight Weekly Newspapers

• Three websites;
Multiple social media and
Newsletter platforms.

Specializes in information
And promotion

In the Public Interest.

Send your email to
Jen Hopewell 

for a proposal:

JDH@brooklyneagle.com

DC—BSpeaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, DCalif.,
joined by Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer,
DN.Y., right, and bipartisan members of House
and Senate arrive to hold a moment of silence for
800,000 American lives lost to COVID19, on the step
of the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 14, 2021.

AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite
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URUGUAY — Performance: Uruguayan rock band “No Te Va Gustar,” performed during a show at Centenario stadium in Montevideo on Tuesday. Photo: Matilde Campodonico/AP

UNITED KINGDOM — Face 
mask: Britain’s Prince Charles 
adjusted his face mask on 
Tuesday during a visit to Lam-
beth GP Federation COVID 
Vaccinations Walk-In Centre 
in London to meet volunteers 
and NHS staff who are provid-
ing vaccines and boosters. 

Photo: Hannah McKay/Pool via AP

 Our
 World In
Pictures
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2nd department/ public legal notices

2nd department / new business Formations

2nd department/ 
public legal notices

name change
NAME CHANGE

MAHMOUD
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT AN 
ORDER ENTERED BY THE CIVIL COURT, 
QUEENS COUNTY ON THE 16TH DAY 
OF NOVEMBER, 2021, BEARING THE 
INDEX NUMBER NC-000797-21/QU, A 
COPY OF WHICH MAY BE EXAMINED 
AT THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK LOCAT-
ED AT CIVIL COURT, 89-17 SUTPHIN 
BOULEVARD, JAMAICA, NY 11435, 
GRANTS ME (US) THE RIGHT TO: AS-
SUME THE NAME OF (FIRST) ELSAYED 
(LAST) MAHMOUD. MY PRESENT 
NAME IS (FIRST) ELSAYED (MIDDLE) 
NEMIRY SAYED (LAST) MAHMOUD 
SEWALIM AKA ELSAYED MAHMOUD 
AKA ELSAYED NEMIRY SAYED MAH-
MOUD AWAS SEWALIM. THE CITY 
AND STATE OF MY CURRENT AD-
DRESS ARE LONG ISLAND CITY, NY. 
MY PLACE OF BIRTH IS EGYPT. THE 
MONTH AND YEAR OF MY BIRTH IS 
FEBRUARY 2002.

#193376

NAME CHANGE

MARTINEZ
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT AN 
ORDER ENTERED BY THE CIVIL COURT, 
QUEENS COUNTY ON THE 10TH DAY 
OF NOVEMBER, 2021, BEARING THE 
INDEX NUMBER NC-000422-21/QU, A 
COPY OF WHICH MAY BE EXAMINED 
AT THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK LO-
CATED AT CIVIL COURT, 89-17 SUT-
PHIN BOULEVARD, JAMAICA, NY 

11435, GRANTS ME (US) THE RIGHT 
TO: ASSUME THE NAME OF (FIRST) 
WILBER (LAST) MARTINEZ. MY PRES-
ENT NAME IS (FIRST) WILBER (LAST) 
MARTINEZ GARCIA AKA W. MARTI-
NEZ-GARCIA, AKA WILBER MARTINEZ. 
THE CITY AND STATE OF MY CURRENT 
ADDRESS ARE JACKSON HEIGHTS, NY. 
MY PLACE OF BIRTH IS NICARAGUA. 
THE MONTH AND YEAR OF MY BIRTH 
IS AUGUST 1990.

#193686

NAME CHANGE

OSBOURNE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT AN 
ORDER ENTERED BY THE CIVIL COURT, 
QUEENS COUNTY ON THE 19TH DAY 
OF NOVEMBER, 2021, BEARING THE 
INDEX NUMBER NC-000807-21/QU, A 
COPY OF WHICH MAY BE EXAMINED 
AT THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK LOCAT-
ED AT CIVIL COURT, 89-17 SUTPHIN 
BOULEVARD, JAMAICA, NY 11435, 
GRANTS ME (US) THE RIGHT TO: AS-
SUME THE NAME OF (FIRST) TRAC-
EY ANN (MIDDLE) SAMANTHA (LAST) 
OSBOURNE. MY PRESENT NAME IS 
(FIRST) AYDIAN (MIDDLE) DANGE-
LO (LAST) OSBOURNE AKA AYDIAN 
D. OSBOURNE, FKA TRACEY ANN SA-
MANTHA OSBOURNE. THE CITY AND
STATE OF MY CURRENT ADDRESS ARE 
ASTORIA, NY. MY PLACE OF BIRTH IS
JAMAICA. THE MONTH AND YEAR OF 
MY BIRTH IS AUGUST 1993.

#193669

LIQUOR LICENSE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A LI-
CENSE, SERIAL #1340975 FOR BEER & 
WINE HAS BEEN APPLIED FOR BY THE 
UNDERSIGNED TO SELL BEER & WINE 
AT RETAIL IN A  RESTAURANT UNDER 
THE ABC LAW AT 217-19 JAMAICA 
AVE., QUEENS VILLAGE, NY 11428 FOR 
ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION; ALA-
HIA RESTAURANT CORP.

#193654

LIQUOR LICENSE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A LI-
CENSE, NUMBER 1338690 FOR BEER 
AND WINE BEEN APPLIED FOR BY THE 
UNDERSIGNED TO SELL BEER AND 
WINE AT RETAIL IN A RESTAURANT 
UNDER THE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL LAW AT GONZO’S RESTAU-
RANT LLC, 52-35 METROPOLITAN AV-
ENUE, MASPETH, NY 11385 FOR ON 
PREMISES CONSUMPTION.

#193637

PROBATE CITATION
FILE NO: 2021-400 SUPPLEMEN-
TAL CITATION SURROGATE’S COURT 
QUEENS COUNTY THE PEOPLE OF 
THE STATE OF NEW YORK BY THE 
GRACE OF GOD, FREE AND INDEPEN-
DENT TO: THE HEIRS AT LAW, NEXT 
OF KIN AND DISTRIBUTEES OF HAR-
RIET L. NATHAN AKA HARRIET NA-
THAN, DECEASED, IF LIVING, AND 
IF ANY OF THEM BE DEAD, TO THEIR 
HEIRS AT LAW, NEXT OF KIN, DIS-
TRIBUTEES, LEGATEES, EXECUTORS, 
ADMINISTRATORS, ASSIGNEES AND 
SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST WHOSE 
NAMES AND PLACES OF RESIDENCE 
ARE UNKNOWN AND CANNOT BE AS-
CERTAINED AFTER DUE DILIGENCE. 
SEND GREETING: A PETITION HAV-
ING BEEN DULY FILED BY PAUL A. 
VALLONE, WHO IS/ARE DOMICILED 
AT 170-12 32ND AVENUE, FLUSHING, 
NY 11358 YOU ARE HEREBY CITED 
TO SHOW CAUSE BEFORE THE SUR-

ROGATE’S COURT, QUEENS COUNTY, 
AT 6TH FLOOR, 88-11 SUTPHIN BOU-
LEVARD, JAMAICA, CITY AND STATE 
OF NEW YORK, ON THE 6TH DAY OF 
JANUARY, 2022 AT 9.30 O’CLOCK IN 
THE FORENOON OF THAT DAY, WHY 
A DECREE SHOULD NOT BE MADE IN 
THE ESTATE OF HARRIET L. NATHAN 
AKA HARRIET NATHAN LATELY DO-
MICILED AT 3368 21ST STREET, APT 
12B, LONG ISLAND CITY, NEW YORK 
11106-4240, UNITED STATES ADMIT-
TING TO PROBATE A WILL DATED NO-
VEMBER 28, 2018 A COPY OF WHICH 
IS ATTACHED, AS THE WILL OF HARRI-
ET L. NATHAN, DECEASED, RELATING 
TO REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY, 
AND DIRECTING THAT: LETTERS TES-
TAMENTARY ISSUE TO PAUL A. VAL-
LONE DATED, ATTESTED AND SEALED 
NOVEMBER 10, 2021 HON. PETER J. 
KELLY SURROGATE, QUEENS COUN-
TY JAMES LIM BECKER CHIEF CLERK 
MINDY J. TREPEL MTREPEL@SRBLAW-
FIRM.COM SWEENEY, REICH & BOLZ, 

LLP (718) 459-9000 1981 MARCUS 
AVENUE, SUITE 200 LAKE SUCCESS, 
NY 11042 NOTICE: THIS CITATION IS 
SERVED UPON YOU AS REQUIRED BY 
LAW.  AS A RESULT OF THE MEASURES 
ADOPTED BY THE COURT TO COMBAT 
THE SPREAD OF COVID-19, PHYSICAL 
PRESENCE AT THE COURTHOUSE ON 
THE RETURN DATE IS LIMITED. THERE-
FORE, IF YOU WISH TO CONTEST THE 
RELIEF REQUESTED, YOU, OR AN AT-
TORNEY ON YOUR BEHALF, MUST 
CONTACT THE COURT PRIOR TO THIS 
DATE IN THE MANNER SET FORTH IN 
THE ATTACHED NOTICE.  IF YOU DO 
NOT CONTACT THE COURT AS SET 
FORTH IN THE NOTICE IT WILL BE 
FOUND YOU CONSENT TO THE RELIEF 
REQUESTED.

#192754

GLOBAL EVERGREEN 
HOUSING LLC

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION OF GLOB-
AL EVERGREEN HOUSING LLC. APP. 
FOR AUTH. FILED WITH SECY OF 
STATE OF NY (SSNY) ON 10/14/21. 
OFFICE LOCATION: QUEENS COUN-
TY. LLC FORMED IN DELAWARE (DE) 
ON 5/3/21. SSNY DESIGNATED AS 
AGENT OF LLC UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. 
SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO: 118-
35 QUEENS BLVD, FOREST HILLS, 
NY 11375. DE ADDRESS OF LLC: C/O 
UNITED CORPORATE SERVICES, INC., 
874 WALKER RD, STE C, DOVER, DE 
19904. ARTS. OF ORG. FILED WITH 
DE SECY OF STATE, 401 FEDERAL ST, 
#4, DOVER, DE 19901. PURPOSE: ANY 
LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#192516

BEST REALTY ONEONTA LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION: BEST RE-
ALTY ONEONTA LLC ART. OF ORG. 
FILED WITH SEC. OF STATE OF NY 
(SSNY) ON 08/27/2021. OFFICE LOC: 
QUEENS COUNTY.  SSNY DESIGNATED 
AS AGENT OF LLC UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED.  
SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO: 224-
22 76TH AVE, OAKLAND GARDENS, 
NY, 11364. PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL 
ACTIVITY.

#192869

CHANGE HAPPENS 
PSYCHOLOGICAL 
SERVICES PLLC

CHANGE HAPPENS PSYCHOLOGICAL 
SERVICES PLLC FILED 10/13/21 OF-
FICE: QUEENS CO. SSNY DESIGNAT-
ED AS AGENT FOR PROCESS & SHALL 
MAIL TO: 63-33 98 PLACE APT 6G, 
REGO PARK, NY 11374 PURPOSE: ALL 
LAWFUL

#193198

MAP MAINTENANCE LLC
MAP MAINTENANCE LLC FILED W/ 
SSNY ON 11/12/21. OFFICE: QUEENS 
CO. SSNY DESIGNATED AS AGENT 
FOR PROCESS & SHALL MAIL TO: 47-
44 197TH ST., FLUSHING, NY 11358. 
PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL.

#193199

19 RICHMOND HILL LLC
19 RICHMOND HILL LLC, ARTS OF 
ORG. FILED WITH SEC. OF STATE OF 
NY (SSNY) 9/15/2021. CTY: QUEENS. 
SSNY DESIG. AS AGENT UPON WHOM 
PROCESS AGAINST MAY BE SERVED & 
SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO 122 EAST 
42ND ST., STE. 2100, NEW YORK, NY 
10168. GENERAL PURPOSE

#193440

6517 18 AVE LLC
6517 18 AVE LLC, ARTS OF ORG. FILED 
WITH SEC. OF STATE OF NY (SSNY) 
11/23/2021. CTY: QUEENS. SSNY 
DESIG. AS AGENT UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS AGAINST MAY BE SERVED & 
SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO 3636 MAIN 
ST., #CS, FLUSHING, NY 11354. GENER-
AL PURPOSE

#193444

MORE CONTRACT 
NEW YORK LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MORE 

CONTRACT NEW YORK LLC. ARTS. OF 

ORG. FILED WITH NY DEPT. OF STATE: 

11/30/21. OFFICE LOCATION: QUEENS 

COUNTY. SEC. OF STATE DESIGNAT-

ED AGENT OF LLC UPON WHOM PRO-

CESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED 

AND SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO: UNI-

VERSAL REGISTERED AGENTS, INC., 

26 CARVILLE LANE, EAST GREEN-

BUSH, NY 12061, REGD. AGENT UPON 

WHOM PROCESS MAY BE SERVED. 

PURPOSE: ALL LAWFUL PURPOSES.
#193647

135-46 CALHOUN 
REALTY LLC

135-46 CALHOUN REALTY LLC. ARTS.

OF ORG. FILED WITH THE SSNY ON

05/04/21. OFFICE: QUEENS COUNTY.

SSNY DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE 

LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 

IT MAY BE SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL 

COPY OF PROCESS TO THE LLC, C/O

KEY FOOD, 114-11 LEFFERTS BOUL-

VARD, S. OZONE PARK, NY 11420. PUR-

POSE: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.
#193678

VALENTINE AVE LLC
VALENTINE AVE LLC, ARTS OF ORG. 

FILED WITH SEC. OF STATE OF NY 

(SSNY) 11/30/2021. CTY: QUEENS. 

SSNY DESIG. AS AGENT UPON WHOM 

PROCESS AGAINST MAY BE SERVED & 

SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO BORIS BA-

BAKHANOV, 185-08 UNION TPKE, STE. 

106, FRESH MEADOWS, NY 11366. 

GENERAL PURPOSE
#193681

VVI 730 OCR LLC
VVI 730 OCR LLC, ARTS OF ORG. FILED 

WITH SEC. OF STATE OF NY (SSNY) 

11/30/2021. CTY: QUEENS. SSNY 

DESIG. AS AGENT UPON WHOM PRO-

CESS AGAINST MAY BE SERVED & 

SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO C/O VVI 

PROPERTIES LLC, 31-19 NEWTOWN 

AVE., STE. 1000, ASTORIA, NY 11102. 

GENERAL PURPOSE
#193698

NEWCRITS LLC
NEWCRITS LLC, ARTS OF ORG. FILED 

WITH SEC. OF STATE OF NY (SSNY) 

12/2/2021. CTY: QUEENS. SSNY DESIG. 

AS AGENT UPON WHOM PROCESS 

AGAINST MAY BE SERVED & SHALL 

MAIL PROCESS TO AJAY KURIAN, 74-

12 88TH ST., FLUSHING, NY 11385. 

GENERAL PURPOSE
#193700

11368
COMERCIAL DAPHNE LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-

ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 

COMERCIAL DAPHNE LLC. ARTICLES 

OF ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SEC-

RETARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK 

(SSNY) ON 11/5/2021. NY OFFICE LO-

CATION: QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY HAS 

BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE 

LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 

IT MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE 

ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL 

MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 

AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON HIM/

HER IS THE LLC, 97-28 57TH AVE, 18D 

CORONA, NY, 11368. PURPOSE/CHAR-

ACTER OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL PUR-

POSE.
#193197

11435
BRANDNR L.L.C.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-

ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 

BRANDNR L.L.C.. ARTICLES OF OR-

GANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-

TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) 

ON 11/8/2021. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 

QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN 

DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC 

UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT 

MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE 

ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL 

MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 

AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON 

HIM/HER IS BRANDNR, 141070 85TH 

RD APT 2B JAMAICA, NY, 11435. PUR-

POSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY LAW-

FUL PURPOSE.
#193616

US COVID death 
toll hits 800,000

By Heather  
Hollingsworth
Associated Press

The U.S. death toll from 
COVID-19 topped 800,000 on 
Tuesday, a once-unimaginable 
figure seen as doubly tragic, 
given that more than 200,000 
of those lives were lost after 
the vaccine became available 
practically for the asking last 
spring.

The number of deaths, as 
compiled by Johns Hopkins 
University, is about equal to the 
population of Atlanta and St. 
Louis combined, or Minneapo-
lis and Cleveland put together. 
It is roughly equivalent to how 
many Americans die each year 
from heart disease or stroke.

The United States has the 
highest reported toll of any 
country. The U.S. accounts 
for approximately 4% of the 
world’s population but about 
15% of the 5.3 million known 
deaths from the coronavirus 
since the outbreak began in 
China two years ago.

The true death toll in the 
U.S. and around the world is 
believed to significantly high-
er because of cases that were 
overlooked or concealed.

A closely watched fore-
casting model from the Uni-
versity of Washington projects 
a total of over 880,000 reported 
deaths in the U.S. by March 1.

President Joe Biden on 
Tuesday noted what he called 
a “tragic milestone.” He again 
called on unvaccinated Ameri-
cans to get shots for themselves 
and their children, and urged 
the vaccinated to get booster 
shots.

“I urge all Americans: do 
your patriotic duty to keep our 
country safe, to protect your-
self and those around you, 
and to honor the memory of 
all those we have lost,” Biden 
said. “Now is the time.”

Health experts lament that 
many of the deaths in the Unit-
ed States were especially heart-
breaking because they were 
preventable by way of the vac-
cine, which became avail-
able in mid-December a year 
ago and was thrown open to 
all adults by mid-April of this 
year.

About 200 million Amer-
icans are fully vaccinated, or 
just over 60% of the popula-
tion. That is well short of what 
scientists say is needed to keep 
the virus in check.

“Almost all the people dy-
ing are now dying preventable 
deaths,” said Dr. Chris Beyrer, 
an epidemiologist at the Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health. “And that’s be-
cause they’re not immunized. 
And you know that, God, it’s a 
terrible tragedy.”

When the vaccine was first 
rolled out, the country’s death 
toll stood at about 300,000. It 
hit 600,000 in mid-June and 
700,000 on Oct. 1.

The U.S. crossed the latest 
threshold with cases and hospi-
talizations on the rise again in a 
spike driven by the highly con-
tagious delta variant, which ar-
rived in the first half of 2021 
and now accounts for practical-
ly all infections. Now the omi-
cron variant is gaining a foot-
hold in the country, though 
scientists are not sure how dan-
gerous it is.

Beyrer recalled that in 
March or April 2020, one of the 
worst-case scenarios projected 
upwards of 240,000 American 
deaths.

“And I saw that number, 
and I thought that is incredible 
— 240,000 American deaths?” 
he said. “And we’re now past 
three times that number.” He 
added: “And I think it’s fair to 
say that we’re still not out of 
the woods.”

Registered nurse Noleen Nobleza, center, inoculates Ju-
lio Quinones with a COVID-19 vaccine at a clinic set up 
in the parking lot of CalOptima in Orange, Calif., Aug. 28, 
2021.   AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File
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Get involved!  Can’t commit to the Board as yet…join a committee!  Call for more info. 
 
 

QQUUEEEENNSS  CCOOUUNNTTYY  BBAARR  AASSSSOOCCIIAATTIIOONN  
90-35 148th Street, Jamaica, New York 11435  (718) 291-4500  Fax: (718) 657-1789  WWW.QCBA.ORG 

 
 
The Nominating Committee is accepting 

applications to serve on the  
Queens County Bar Association  

Board of Managers 
 
Please take notice that those members who wish to be considered 

for nomination as Members of the Board of Managers of the Queens 
County Bar Association should submit written requests and resumes 
highlighting your activities in the Association prior to January 14, 2022. 

 
A virtual meeting of the Committee will take place on February 2, 

2022.  Said meeting is scheduled for 5:00 P.M.  
 
You may present the names of the persons whom you desire to 

have considered by the Nominating Committee for nomination to 
offices to be filled at the Annual Meeting.  A hearing will be held as 
indicated above for that purpose pursuant to the by-laws. 

 
Zenith T. Taylor 
Secretary 

 
Please submit your requests in writing to the attention of the: 

 
Nominating Committee 
Queens County Bar Association 
90-35 148 Street 
Jamaica, N.Y. 11435 

 
The Annual Election of Officers and Managers will be held on 

March 4, 2022. The newly elected Officers and Managers will assume 
their duties on June 1, 2022.  
 
Dated: December 9, 2021 
            Jamaica, NY  

Bay Terrace Library 
slated for refurbishment

By Rachel Vick
Queens Daily Eagle

Queen Public Library officials broke ground 
on a multi-million dollar upgrade to the Bay Ter-
race branch Wednesday.

President and CEO Dennis M. Walcott was 
joined by local electeds and library staff to an-
nounce the $5.7 million modernization expected 
to begin in March 2022.

“With these renovations, the Bay Terrace 
branch will be more welcoming, inspiring and 
technologically efficient, and will reinforce its role 
as the center of community life,” Walcott said.

He thanked local legislators “for securing the 
funds to modernize the Bay Terrace branch, help-
ing ensure Queens Public Library can continue 
to provide free access to information, knowledge 

and opportunity for all.”
The full interior renovation will feature new fur-

niture and technology. Exterior upgrades will include 
a new ADA-compliant ramp, an energy efficient roof 
and improvements to the branch’s garden space.

Upgrades will include a space just for teens 
and a state-of-the-art multipurpose community 
room complete with audiovisual equipment.

“Our libraries are essential to the lifeblood of 
a healthy community,” said State Sen. John Liu. 
“This is where our children can go to discover 
Where the Wild Things Are, or find inspiration 
in the Little Engine that Could. The moderniza-
tion of the Bay Terrace Library will provide even 
more opportunities for learners both young and 
old with new technology, reimagined spaces, and 
upgraded infrastructure.” 

The Bay Terrace LIbrary is headed for major upgrades in the new year.
Rendering courtesy of QPL

‘It goes by pretty quickly’: Van Bramer 
reflects on time in City Council

By Jacob Kaye
Queens Daily Eagle

It’s hard for Queens City Councilmember 
Jimmy Van Bramer to pick one moment across the 
past dozen years as the one he is most proud of.

For 12 years, Van Bramer has represented 
parts of Sunnyside, Woodside, Long Island City, 
Astoria and Dutch Kills – District 26 – in the City 
Council and a lot has happened.

Eventually, though, Van Bramer settles on one 
moment, one that was in the works long before he 
took his first oath office – it’s the fall day in 2019 
when the Hunters Point Library finally opened.

“That community had been promised a free-
standing library for so many years and I promised 
the community that I would finish the job and get 
it done,” Van Bramer told the Eagle. “The truth is 
that that library died and was on life support sever-
al different times and I wouldn’t let it go and kept 
fighting.”

“That day was a really important day, in the 
community and in my tenure as a council mem-
ber, but also in my life,” he added. “It demonstrat-
ed one of the things about myself, which is that I 
keep fighting.”

The fight is one that predates his time in elect-

ed office, which, by January, will come to an end.
Van Bramer spent a decade in the late 90s 

and early 2000s working as the chief external af-
fairs officer for the Queens Public Library. He also 
worked as an organizer for campaign reform caus-
es and LGBTQ+ rights. Those efforts spilled over 
into his life as a councilmember – he’s chaired the 
council’s Cultural Affairs, Libraries and Interna-
tional Intergroup Relations Committee for his en-
tire tenure and served on the council’s LGBTQ 
caucus. Van Bramer said he’s often been referred 
to as “the library guy.”

But throughout his time in office, the causes 
he has fought for have expanded, he said.

“I was always a progressive and I always cared 
about and fought against inequality, obviously, as 
a gay man, and as someone who’s been involved 
in social justice work,” Van Bramer said. “But I 
was deeply, personally impacted by the murder of 
George Floyd and Breonna Taylor and the Black 
Lives Matter marches, many which took place in 
my district, and I marched in all of those and felt 
like I, and all of us, needed to redouble our efforts.”

After over a decade of being a lawmaker, Van 
Bramer said the summer of protests “reawakened” 
the activist inside him. The feeling has stuck with 

him, and he says that it will influence whatever it 
is he chooses to do next.

Van Bramer said he wouldn’t rule out a run for 
elected office but added that he wants to do some-
thing that helps keep engaged in social justice 
work and that he wants “to do something maybe 
a little different.”

“I want to stay involved, but I definitely want 
the work that I’m doing to contribute towards end-
ing inequality, one way or another,” he said. “This 
work is an incredible privilege and honor to do 
what I’ve done for 12 years. It is also a very dif-
ficult job.”

One of the things he’ll miss when he leaves 
the council is Republican Councilmember Eric 
Ulrich, who will also be term-limited out of office 
at the end of the year.

“It might surprise a lot of folks, but Eric Ul-
rich is someone that I have had a lot of fun with,” 
Van Bramer said. “Obviously, we don’t agree on 
some things politically but we have always been 
friends and we’ve had some incredible, unforget-
table moments together.”

But Van Bramer and his colleagues likely 
won’t go too far in their lives post-council, and 
the last weeks of the council’s term will give them 

plenty of time to say goodbye. The past two weeks 
in the legislative body have been packed with 
meetings and plans to pass bills members want to 
push before they leave.

“It’s sort of fitting that the last week is real-
ly what a councilmember’s life feels like to me 
– a busy life where you’re just never stopping, 
you’re always running, you’re always late to the 
next thing,” he said. “And it just goes by pretty 
quickly.”

Check back with the Eagle in the coming days 
and weeks for more from Queens outgoing coun-
cilmembers.

City Councilmember Jimmy Van Bram-
er is leaving office after serving Western 
Queens for 12 years. 

Eagle file photo by Andy Katz

IDNYC applicants can now use DOC records

By Rachel Vick
Queens Daily Eagle

Formerly incarcerated individuals will now 
be able to use identification information main-
tained by the Department of Correction to secure 
an IDNYC card, city officials announced Wednes-
day.

The DOC information can be used as one 
form of identification used to obtain the card, in-
tended to ease the burden of securing necessary 
photo ID some reentering individuals might not 
have the ability to get.

“At the Department of Social Services, our 
top priority has been improving social services de-
livery through a range of reforms that make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers in need to access the resourc-
es to which they are entitled,” said Department 
of Social Services Commissioner Steven Banks. 
“This common-sense reform will help us better 
support more New Yorkers, regardless of back-
ground, which includes addressing the unique 
needs of individuals who’ve experienced crim-
inal legal system involvement, who deserve the 
same access to opportunity and services as oth-
er New Yorkers.”

To apply for the municipal program, appli-

cants need to establish four points from docu-
ments proving their identity and residency.

IDNYC cards serve as a form of official pic-
ture ID and as a pass to many of the city’s services 
and institutions — benefits include museum ac-
cess, discounts and health services.

“Formerly incarcerated individuals are often 
left vulnerable due to the transient nature and var-
ied circumstances when released from DOC cus-

tody,” said Raquel Batista, Commissioner of the 
Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs. “This effort 
will allow the procurement of necessary identity 
documents after their release so they can experi-
ence a safe integration back to society and experi-
ence IDNYC’s wide variety of benefits.”

  For more information about documents ac-
cepted by IDNYC and to book an appointment, 
visit nyc.gov/idnyc or call 311 and say “IDNYC.”Department of Correction documents can 

now be used to obtain an ID NYC Card.
Photo via NYC.gov
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Justice Lourdes Ventura honored by Dominican president
By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Queens Supreme Court Justice Lourdes Ven-
tura, the daughter of immigrants from the Domin-
ican Republic, was honored by that nation’s pres-
ident with a special award to mark International 
Women’s Day.

Dominican President Danilo Medina Sánchez 
presented Ventura with the Medal of Merit of the 
Dominican Women during an official ceremony 
at the National Palace in Santo Domingo, the na-
tion’s capital.

The president of the Dominican Republic is-
sues the award to notable Dominican women, or 
the children of Dominican nationals, each Inter-
national Women’s Day. The award ceremony took 
place March 6.

The Medal of Merit is the highest award 
granted by the president to recognize Dominican 
women for their achievements, as well as obsta-
cles they have overcome. The award specifically 
recognizes women who serve as role models for 
future generations of Dominicans.

Recipients include women recognized for 
their contributions in the social, political, econom-
ic, humanist, scientific, cultural, professional and 
community spheres.
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Brooklyn federal court 
restricts access amid 
coronavirus outbreak

By Rob Abruzzese
Queens Daily Eagle

The U.S. District Court for the Eastern Dis-
trict, located in Downtown Brooklyn and Central 
Islip, announced Tuesday that it will restrict ac-
cess to the court due to concerns about the area’s 
ongoing coronavirus outbreak, and asked high 
risk people not to come to the court.

Chief Judge Roslynn Mauskopf said that after 
being advised by the Centers for Disease Control, 
the court will take precautions against the corona-
virus. Anyone who has travelled to China, South 
Korea, Japan, Italy or Iran within the last 14 days 
is temporarily banned from the court, effective im-
mediately.

Anyone who has come into contact with an 
infected person within the last 14 days; has been 
asked to self-quarantine by a doctor, hospital or 
health agency; or has been diagnosed with the vi-
rus, is also banned from court.

Anyone scheduled to appear in court who 
meets the criteria should contact their attor-
ney, judge’s chambers, probation officers, 
jury department or clerk of court to make al-
ternative plans. Further guidance will appear 
online.

The court called the restrictions temporary, 
but there is no word on how long they will remain 
in place.

Chief Judge Mauskopf also ordered all detain-
ees in Brooklyn’s Metropolitan Detention Center 
and other local federal jails to be screened and to 
have their body temperature checked prior to a 
court appearance. Any detainees whose tempera-
ture exceeds 100.4 degrees will not be allowed to 
appear in court.

Conditions at the jail have led to worries about 
the coronavirus spreading in the complex, where 
hand sanitizer is banned and there are reports that 
inmates don’t have soap.

Brooklyn’s federal court is still open for now, but the chief judge has ordered anyone 
who has travelled to China, South Korea, Japan, Italy or Iran within the last two weeks, 
or anyone who might have been exposed, to reschedule their appearances. 

Eagle photo by Rob Abruzzese

Justice Lourdes Ventura earned the Medal of Mer-
it.

Dominican Republic President Danilo Medina Sánchez presents Justice Lourdes 
Ventura with the Medal of Merit at the National Palace in Santo Domingo.

Justice Lourdes Ventura (right) and Domin-
ican Republic Ministry of Women Minister 
Janet Camilo.

Dominican Republic Vice President Margarita Cedeño de Fernández, Dominican Republic President Danilo Medina Sánchez, Justice 
Lourdes Ventura, Dominican Republic First Lady Cándida Montilla de Medina, Dominican Republic Ministry of Women Minister Janet 
Camilo. Photos courtesy of Ventura
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fiscal crises,” Lucian Chalfen, an OCA spokes-
person, said in a statement to the Eagle. 

Chief Judge Janet DiFiore, who leads the 
Court of Appeals and was named as a defendant 
in the lawsuit, recused herself from the proceed-
ing. Judge Eugene Fahey, who will retire at the 
end of the year, also recused himself from the 
proceeding, though the Court of Appeals’ pub-
lishing of its decisions did not state why. 

Roman, a Queens judge, serves in the Ap-
pellate Division, Second Department, where 
she’s been since 2009. Gesmer and Friedman, 
who was originally designated to the Second 
Department in 1999, serve in the Appellate Di-
vision, First Department, where they have both 
been since 2016.

Queens Supreme Court Justice Carmen Ve-
lasquez, who also serves as the president of the 
Association of Supreme Court Justices of the 
State of New York, said that the Court of Ap-
peals decision was disappointing. 

“It’s deeply disappointing that the Court of 
Appeals dismissed this lawsuit,” Velasquez told 
the Eagle. 

Velasquez and the Association of Supreme 
Court Justices fought against the OCA’s initial 
decision not to recertify the judges over the age 
of 70, and further fought for Roman, Gesmer 
and Friedman to be redesignated. 

The months-long wait period between the 
judges’ recertification and their designation was 
a break from tradition. Typically, judges are 
redesignated soon after they are deemed fit to 
serve. 

“Normally, you have a position, you’re re-
certified, you’re immediately redesignated – 
period,” election attorney Jerry Goldfeder told 
the Eagle in August. 

The lawsuit brought by the judges, which 
named the OCA, DiFiore and Chief Adminis-
trative Judge Lawrence K. Marks as defendants, 
alleged the OCA “violated their statutory and 
constitutional duties, committed acts of bla-
tant age discrimination in violation of the New 
York State and New York City Human Rights 
Law, and violated state constitutional provi-

Continued from page 1

Court of Appeals tosses suit brought by judges denied recertification

sions thereby creating direct conflict with the 
prerogatives of the other branches of our state 
government.”  

The lawsuit was originally filed in Suffolk 
County Supreme Court, Civil Term, was elevat-
ed to the Appellate Division, Third Department 
in March and eventually made its way to the 
Court of Appeals. 

By Jacob Kaye
Queens Daily Eagle

Half a dozen anti-vaccine protesters were 
cuffed for staging a “sit in” inside the Cheese-
cake Factory in Queens Center Mall earlier this 
week. 

Six people, two of whom are from Queens, 
were arrested on Tuesday, Dec. 14, after they 
blew past the restaurant’s host stand, refused to 
show proof of vaccination and sat themselves 
down at several empty tables, according to the 
NYPD. 

A restaurant employee, who had asked the 
group to leave after they violated the restau-
rant’s COVID-19 policy, called the cops around 
7 p.m., according to the authorities. 

Police arrived and charged six of the ap-
proximately 30 people in the group with crimi-
nal trespassing.

Those arrested include Eric Bascon, a 
38-year-old from Yonkers, Mitchell Bosch, a 
42-year-old from Brooklyn, Graig Young, a 
37-year-old from Queens, Raymond Velez, a 
36-year-old from Queens, Augusto Alarcon, a 
39-year-old from the Bronx, and Steven Wavra, 
a 67-year-old from the Bronx. 

“The events that took place at our Queens, 
NY restaurant on 12/14 were unfortunate,” the 
Cheesecake Factory said in a statement. “The 
health and safety of our staff members and 
guests is our top priority and we are complying 
with the local ordinance concerning COVID-19 
vaccine requirements.”

An hour long video posted to Instagram by 
a user with the account name “newyorkfree-

Anti-vaccine protesters arrested in Queens Cheesecake Factory
domrally2” shows the incident 
unfolding. 

The group of protesters had 
spread themselves out across 
the restaurant, sat down at sev-
eral tables and at the Cheese-
cake Factory’s bar, where they 
claimed they were refused ser-
vice. 

“No drinks, bro,” one of 
the protesters said to the person 
filming the video. 

One of the people who ap-
peared to be part of the group 
but not one of the people arrest-
ed was John Tobacco, a former 
candidate for state comptroller 
and Staten Island resident who 
has been arrested for staging 
anti-mask wearing protests in 
the past. 

The video shows protestors 
of all ages, including children 
younger than 10, demanding 
service. The person filming 
the video repeatedly asked the 
NYPD officers what laws the 
group was breaking. 

The protest came a day after a new policy 
from Governor Kathy Hochul and the state’s 
Department of Health went into effect. The new 
policy requires masks be worn inside unless a 
business requires patrons to show proof of vac-
cination. 

One of the members of the group recounted 

a conversation she had with a Cheesecake Fac-
tory employee in the video and claims that she 
had been discriminated against.

“You’re going to discriminate against me 
because I refuse to show you my vaccination 
card?” the protester said. “I refuse to give you 
my medical history even though you know it’s 
illegal, and he kept saying he knew it was illegal 

but there was nothing that he could 
do.” 

Refusing service to a person 
who doesn’t show their vaccination 
card is not illegal. 

At one point in the video, a bar-
tender tells members of the group 
that he would serve them but was 
following orders from his superiors 
not to. 

“The Nazis were just following 
orders,” one of the group members 
said before being admonished by the 
person filming who said that they 
“don’t want to cause a disturbance.”

About 45 minutes into the vid-
eo, several members of the group 
begin to discuss the prospect of 
getting arrested. Some say they can 
stomach it, others say they can’t, 
including the person filming who 
said he had a “fight to catch.”

“This is a defining moment for 
everybody over here who has been 
coming to these rallies,” one of the 
protesters said. “Your kids are go-
ing to remember this.”

“We are rebels,” he added. “We must re-
member the fact that we are rebels.”

Toward the end of the video, police officers 
began to arrest members of the group. 

“I decided to stay, have some cheesecake 
and now I’m being arrested by the NYPD,” one 
of the protesters said as he was being led out of 
the restaurant in handcuffs.

Queens Supreme Court Jus�ce Carmen Velasquez called the Court of Appeals’ decision to dismiss a lawsuit brought by three judges al-
leging age discrimina�on “deeply dissapoin�ng.”                  Photo courtesy of Assembly of Ecuador

Several an�-vaccine mandate protesters were arrested in Queens Cen-
ter Mall’s Cheesecake Factory on Tuesday, Dec. 14, 2021.    

Screenshot via newyorkfreedomrally2 

Velasquez said the fight now turns to a bill 
which has passed in both the State Senate and 
Assembly that would make recertification of 
judges nearly automatic. 

The state’s judiciary law currently states that 
judges over 70 years old “may” be recertified if 
they’re proven to be mentally and physically fit 
and if there is a need for them on the bench. If 

the bill is signed into law, it will be amended 
to read that judges “shall” be recertified if they 
meet both qualifications. 

The bill is currently awaiting the governor’s 
signature. 

“We are hoping that Governor Hochul signs 
the bill, which is extremely important for the 
independence of the judiciary,” Velasquez said. 


