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INTRODUCTION 

This is a two-part questionnaire. The first section is intended to be richer questions with longer 
answers. They are intended to help the members of Reclaim Philadelphia understand how you 
view the world and the political issues that face Philadelphia. As you might expect, some of 
these questions are big and broad. Please limit your answers to each question to no more than 
250 words. The second set of questions are “yes” or “no” questions, which are NOT meant to be 
answered at length.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PART I - LONGFORM QUESTIONS - Please respond in 250 words or less. 

mailto:Amanda@reclaimphiladelphia.org


 
1. Tell us a personal story about yourself that informs your worldview, your politics, and 

your decision to run for District Attorney. 
 

2. What do “white supremacy” and “patriarchy” mean to you? Do you see them 
operating in the City of Philadelphia, the District Attorney’s office and the criminal 
legal system? If so, how and what policies, if any, would you enact in order to end 
them?  
 
White supremacy and the patriarchy are deeply ingrained in our society to our detriment. 
Throughout the course of life, white individuals and men receive both advantages and 
the benefit of the doubt that people of color and women do not receive, leading to gaps 
in education, housing, and economic opportunities. Of course, these gaps in treatment 
and promotion also trickle into our criminal justice system and in many ways are the 
most apparent there, as people of color are arrested and prosecuted at alarmingly 
disparate rates, even as we implement reform policies.  
 
We have worked hard to reduce some of these disparities in our first term, but obviously, 
they continue to persist. We will continue to use our datalab to evaluate where we are 
seeing race-based differences in how people are charged and sentenced in our office, 
and implement robust reviews where we see disparities. We will also push for sentence 
review legislation in Harrisburg, so that we can undo some of the disparate sentences 
that now persist throughout our prison system.  
 
I am extremely proud of the changes we have made to staffing in this office to try to 
tackle these issues as well. We have one of the most diverse management teams in the 
country, both in terms of race and gender and also experience. We have hired 
organizers and impacted individuals in various office roles who provide a broad 
perspective on how we need to change the criminal justice system. Finally, our office has 
had an active recruitment program to ensure that we have the most diverse incoming 
prosecutor classes possible. We have prioritized recruiting at HBCUs around the 
country. 
 

3. Under what circumstances should a person be detained or incarcerated, if any? 
Does the current system meet this criterion? What does safety mean to you and 
what policies or programs would you pursue to achieve your vision? 
 
In many cases, incarceration serves no public safety benefit. Keeping communities safe 
is the key purpose of incarceration. People who possess drugs do not need to be 
incarcerated, and people who commit crimes of poverty should not serve jail or prison 
sentences. The research supports this belief- we know that prison and short jail 
sentences do nothing to prevent these crimes in the first place.  We have stopped using 
incarceration when there is no public safety benefit. 



 
 
There are, however, certain cases where we would jeopardize the safety of the 
community if we did not use detention, especially in cases that involve shootings or other 
violent acts. Keeping the public safe does not mean we need to ask for the longest 
possible sentence—life in prison rarely if ever serves the public interest and instead is 
geared only toward revenge. It does, however, mean that when someone poses a 
violent threat to the community, we must utilize incarceration. 
 
Safety also means prevention, and while this is not the traditional duty of the DAO’s 
office, we work hard to support the critical prevention programs that exist or are being 
developed across the city. We are ardent supporters of safe injection sites, of violence 
interruption programs with credible messengers that involve non-carceral incentives, and 
of trauma support and case management for high-risk populations. We cannot develop 
those programs on our own, but we can and do work with city leaders to try to expand 
them so that we can have safer and healthier communities.  
 

4. How do you view the relationship between the police and communities of color in 
Philadelphia? What role do you see policing play in our city? What would you do 
to end police misconduct and hold police accountable? 
 
The relationship between the police and communities of color is clearly strained, and 
recent reports about police behavior during peaceful protests has not helped to restore 
the broken trust. Police still pull over people of color for driving while Black, and they 
disproportionately stop and arrest people of color in Philadelphia. Our CIU has 
uncovered decades of police abuse that led to wrongful convictions in this community, 
and many of the abuses were directed against communities of color. 
 
The office has taken major strides in holding police accountable. We developed a 
do-not-call list of officers whose credibility was so lacking that we cannot rely on them to 
prove cases, and we also have expanded our Brady disclosure policies when there is 
the possibility of police misconduct. We also have been unafraid to prosecute the police 
when they abuse their power, and we will also dismiss cases when its clear that the 
police have engaged in illegal  searches and seizures. We will continue to adhere to the 
value that no one is above the law in a second term.  
 

5. How would you use diversionary programs to keep people out of the prison 
system? Would you propose any new diversionary programs, and how would they 
work? 

 
Diversion programs are critical components of any legal system that aims to help people 
stop system involvement—which should be our goal. These programs prevent people 



 
from ending up with criminal records, which of course have numerous collateral 
consequences, and they keep people out of jail and prison. When done correctly, 
diversion programs connect people to services that can help address the root causes of 
crimes, which is critical for public safety. 

In Larry’s first term, the DAO dramatically increased participation in diversion programs, 
expanding them to people charged with mores serious crimes than were previously 
allowed entry under prior administrations. In the next year and in his second term, Larry 
will work to expand these programs and to develop community-based programs that can 
address the issues that are sometimes masked by the underlying charge. People 
charged with drug possession or substance use disorder, for example, sometimes need 
job training instead of substance use treatment. Drug use can and often does occur 
because of underlying economic insecurity. We need to work with community partners to 
develop diversion programs that truly get at a person’s needs and work to boost them 
up.  

6. The lack of a speedy trial keeps many individuals stuck in Philadelphia’s jails — 
and now with COVID-19 the stakes are even higher for incarcerated people as 
COVID-19 spreads, causing preventable illness and claiming lives. What concrete 
measures would you take to ensure speedy trials? How will you work to ensure 
the safety, health and well being of those who are incarcerated?  

We are proud of the decreases in the jail population we have made during our first term, 
but recognize there is a need to make more, especially as cases remain stagnant with 
court closures and therefore people remain in jail. We cannot push for trials if having 
them would violate people’s safety and health, and we cannot push for virtual trials when 
these would raise serious confrontation clause questions and questions about effective 
representation. Instead, we will push for a few different reforms. First, we are starting 
early bail review hearings that allow for a fast, second look at the initial bail decisions 
when more information is available both to the defense and the prosecution. At that time, 
it is also more likely that a supported community release plan can be implemented. 
Second, we will continue working to improve our diversion programs, expanding them to 
more high-risk high-needs individuals, so that we can off-ramp more cases at a faster 
clip. Third, as always, we will continue to internally review the jail population to find 
cases where bail is too high or there is a detainer that we can push to be lifted.  

7. Philadelphians took to the streets to protest the murders of George Floyd and 
later Walter Wallace, systemic police violence, and racism. There were massive 
disparities in how the PPD responded — police encouraged and enabled white 
supremacist vigilantes while using tear gas, batons, and militarized violence on 
peaceful protestors. What role did and what role should the DAO play in 
protecting the first amendment rights of Philadelphians to protest?  What do you 
see as the role of the DAO in holding police accountable for their violation of 



 
these rights?  

There are active cases in our office stemming from the protests in Philadelphia, including 
cases involving police accused of causing harm. For ethical reasons, we therefore can 
make few public statements about those cases and our role in them. The DAO, however, 
is committed to  protecting the First Amendment rights of all peaceful protestors – 
indeed, it is critical that people believe they can take to the streets to demand the 
massive change that is still needed to our criminal justice system in America. That 
means that we will not prosecute those who peacefully protest if they are arrested, and 
that when the police suppress peaceful dissent through violence, they will be held 
accountable by our office.  

8. In response to the growing gun violence crisis, the Kenney Administration 
released the Roadmap to Safer Communities in 2019. The strategies developed to 
combat gun violence are based on a public health approach to address the 
underlying factors that contribute to the violence in our communities. What role 
does the DAO, and our criminal legal system broadly, play in reducing community 
violence? 

By utilizing its platform alone, the DAO plays a critical role in pushing for needed reforms 
that increase community safety—and that means investing in public health. We must 
continue to push city council to invest in the solutions that will actually keep all 
Philadelphians safe. These investments must be long-term and are not quick fixes. We 
need to help people with job training and placement so that people do not look for 
extra-legal avenues for support. We need blight remediation, which research shows 
improves safety. We need violence interruption programs, but with credible messengers 
who have experienced the same harms and trauma that many who turn to violence live 
with daily. We cannot just say that we need these things- we need to put our money into 
them. I believe it is my role to push for these solutions. If we do not invest in our 
communities, we will continue to have serious crime. 

The DAO can also help to reduce crime by supporting victims and connecting them with 
trauma services, and developing more robust diversion programs that connect people 
with wraparound community supports like job training and, where appropriate, substance 
use treatment. The DAO has increased these programs during its first term; it has plans 
to do so over the course of this year and into the next.  

 

9. In 2020, the number of children being held in Philadelphia’s adult jails tripled. By 
the end of 2021, this practice will place the city in violation of the reauthorized 
Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention Act. What actions will you take to 
remove youth from the city’s adult jails and end the practice of prosecuting 
children as adults? 
 



 
The DAO has dramatically decreased, in Larry’s first term, the number of juveniles 
whose cases are resolved in adult court. Instead, around 98% of all juvenile-involved 
cases are resolved in juvenile court. Still, there is always more that we can do. The DAO 
is working hard to speed up virtual hearings that will expedite the process of moving 
juveniles who are direct filed by law into adult court back into the juvenile system, and 
we are also working to expand the available diversion and restorative justice programs 
offered to juveniles that can target higher-risk higher-needs kids who often are otherwise 
prosecuted in adult court because of the severity of the allegation.  
 

10. In past positions, what work have you done to hold environmental polluters 
accountable? From your perspective, what are the environmental issues facing 
Philadelphians? What role does the District Attorney’s Office play in holding 
environmental polluters accountable?  

The DAO must hold all who abuse the public accountable, and that includes people who 
cause environmental damage to our fragile city. This work is especially critical given the 
disproportionate racial impact things like lead and other environmental harms have on 
our cities, problems that are often ignored.  

These cases are sometimes best prosecuted in conjunction with the federal government 
given their enormous resources and the often-times costly investigations that must occur 
to effectively bring these cases. Now that we have a functional presidency with an EPA 
that believes in actually protecting, rather than destroying, the environment, we will work 
to bring cases in conjunction with the relevant agencies.  

 

PART II - YES OR NO QUESTIONS 
 

1. Would your DA's office inform Immigration and Customs Enforcement of defendants' 
immigration statuses? YES [    ]  NO  [  X ]  
 

2. Would you implement an online, publicly viewable database of the charges pressed by 
the DA’s office (with personally identifying information about defendants’ redacted)?  

YES [  X  ]  NO  [    ]  
 

3. Will you refuse to charge defendants based on evidence obtained during illegal stop and 
frisks?  YES [  X  ]  NO  [    ]  

 

4. Would you use your discretion to reduce the number of people charged through Bench              
Warrant Court?  YES [   ]  NO  [    ] (Need more clarification on the question)  



 
 

5. Are you in favor of completely eliminating cash bail and ending pre-trial detention in 
Philadelphia? YES [ X  ]  NO  [ X  ] (Compound Question: I am in favor of eliminating 
cash bail. I do not believe we can safely eliminate all pre-trial detention.)  

 
6. Current Philadelphia bail practices consistently violate PA law, with bail amounts 

regularly set without regard for a defendant’s income or ability to pay. Will you commit to 
following Pennsylvania law, and instruct ADAs to only request bail amounts that are 
reasonably related to an individual defendant’s ability to pay?  YES [    ]  NO  [    ] 
 
We are committed to ending the use of cash bail, as we said, but this requires at least 
judicial and probably legislative cooperation. We remain committed to following 
Pennsylvania law.  

 

7. Would you commit to releasing data, on a publicly viewable platform, on all bail requests 
by the DA’s office at preliminary arraignment?  YES [    ]  NO  [    ]  
We have a publicly available dashboard that provides more data than exists in any other 
office in the country. The kind of data you are requesting is the subject of a bail report 
that will be released in the future.  

 
8. Will you use prosecutorial discretion to reduce the number of felony charges? YES [  X  ] 

NO  [    ]  
 

9. Would you use discretion in declining to charge defendants for crimes carrying 
mandatory minimum sentences when those mandated sentences in the circumstances 
of the case are clearly unjust? YES [  X  ]  NO  [    ]  

 
10. Do you support releasing those imprisoned to reduce the spread of COVID-19 and save 

lives? YES [  X  ]  NO  [    ]  
 

11. Will you bring charges against corporations and employers who steal their workers’ 
wages, misclassify their workers and for other abuse of workers?  YES [  X  ]  NO  [    ]  
 

12. Will you commit to hiring Assistant District Attorneys  with a background in environmental 
enforcement to hold polluters accountable?  YES [  X  ]  NO  [    ] 
 



 
13. Do you think the DAO prosecuted enough PPD officers for misconduct during the 

uprisings in response to the murders of George Floyd and Walter Wallace? YES [    ] 
NO  [    ] Cannot answer this; there are pending cases in our office.  

14. Will you commit to ending the practice of prosecuting children as adults and take 
immediate action to remove children from the city’s adult jails? YES [  X  ]  NO  [    ] 

15. Much of Philadelphia’s jail population is held on probation or parole violation. Will you              
work to reduce this? YES [ X   ]  NO  [    ] 


