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Entering a path of enthusiastic ap-

plause and multicolored decorations, 

the Warrior Special Education stu-

dents were welcomed at the 2018 

Goodwill of Orange County Faley 

Special Games at California State 

University, Fullerton (CSUF) May 4.

Organized by the Goodwill of 

Orange County and CSUF, the 

Faley Special Games is an annual 

event that aims to provide a day 

of enjoyment for students with 

disabilities. County volunteers host 

recreational activities, incorporating 

animal balloons, magical clowns and 

live music into the sporting events.

This year, over 2,500 special athletes 

and over 3,000 volunteers attended the 

event. Special education students en-

gaged in sporting activities, including 

football throws and soccer goal kicks. 

According to special education 

teacher Morgann Havig, the Special 

Games is  a unique opportunity for 

students with disabilities to succeed.

“Many sporting events are not set 

up for our students to be the most suc-

cessful,” Havig said. “[The Special 

Games] is really a way for students to 

get to know other students with dis-

abilities and to see how much it mat-

ters to include everyone in activities.”

Participation in the Special Games 

also encourages students to become 

more aware of their judgmental at-

titudes toward peers with disabilities, 

junior Ernesto Garcia said. He hopes 

that through this meaningful experi-

ence, Warriors will be more aware 

of the Special Education program.

“I’m glad that there’s a social gather-

ing for special education students to [in-

teract] with others,” Garcia said. “It will 

change people’s perspectives about how 

they look at others with disabilities.”

At the end of the event, ev-

ery participant returned home as a 

winner. All special athletes were 

awarded a first place blue ribbon, a 

game-day certificate and a T-shirt.

“This event is pretty fun every year 

because you get to see the happiness 

on the special education students’ fac-

es when they compete,” sophomore        

Alexandra Lashlee said. “Because there 

are no disqualifications, every athlete 

is given the chance to finish the races 

despite what happens during the races.”

According to Lashlee, having an open 

attitude towards the special education 

community is essential in creating a 

more welcoming school environment.

“It is important to be more positive 

and to give others equal chances,” 

Lashlee said. “You should not judge 

people. No matter who they are, every-

one should be treated equally, and have 

the chance to be happy and enjoy life.”

 

In
si

d
e 

FEATURE

Meet the Cabral sisters, each 
of whom play a different 
instrument in a nationally        
recognized mariachi group. 

T
H

IS
Is

s
u

e 

ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

Learn about the Warrior 
swim team’s recent 
success at the Freeway 
League Finals.

Page 6-7 Page 11Page 8

Read about how the ‘80s 
movie classics have influ-
enced recent movies such 
as “Ready Player One.”
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SMILE FOR THE 
CAMERA: Sophomore 
Alexandra Lashlee and 
a Troy student enter 
to applause through 
a balloon-decorated 
pathway at the Special 
Games. 
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A PERFECT SHOT: A senior participant throws a 
clear shot during the basketball hoop toss event. 

BULLSEYE: A freshman Warrior participates in the 
bean bag toss with a Servite High School volunteer.
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Users report inconveniences 
and advantages in the 
newly released app.

By Alina Choi and Malika 
Pandey
NEWS EDITORS

The mobile application “Grades 
for Parents & Students” (Grades) 
was discontinued April 30. 

An update released by cre-
ator Adrien Truong April 17, 
announced that the unofficial 
Grades app would be removed 
from the App Store and would 
eventually cease functioning. 
Truong did not disclose the       
reason he discontinued the app.

Grades allowed students to 
check their grades directly from 
their phones without logging 
into the Aeries website. Since its 
release in September 2014, the 
app has accumulated more than 
650,000 downloads and approxi-
mately 200,000 active daily users.

The app’s discontinuation 
has prompted many students 
to download the official Ae-
ries app, “Aeries Mobile Por-
tal,” instead. While Grades only 
displayed students’ grades, the 
Aeries app, released November 
2017, allows users to access de-
mographics, attendance informa-
tion and account preferences.

User ratings in the App Store 
and Google Play Store reveal dis-

pleasure over Grades’ discontinu-
ation. Altogether, Aeries Mobile 
Portal only has 1.5 out of 5 stars 
in the App Store, while Grades 
was rated 4.75 out of 5 stars. 

Many Aeries Mobile Portal 
app reviews state the Grades app 
had a simpler user interface, as it 
only showed students’ gradebook 
details. Additionally, reviewers 
are dissatisfied with the Aeries 
app’s hypothetical grade calcula-
tor, which they claim is difficult 
to find and use. Reviews also 
report flaws in the class listing 
and trouble logging into the app. 

“I’m incredibly disappoint-
ed,” one App Store parent re-
view said. “I loved the Grades 
app that connected to Aeries 
before this dumb app came 
out. It worked. I could see all 
my kid’s classes and grades.”

Students in schools across 
the nation have voiced opposi-
tion to this change. One dis-
gruntled Grades user created 
a change.org petition to rein-
state the app aimed at Truong.

Although Truong’s update 
did not divulge the reason 
for Grades’ discontinuation, 
it did thank the apps’ users.

“It’s been an honor develop-
ing this app for you all, and I’m 
amazed by how many of you 
found it useful,” Truong said. “To 
all of you who left nice reviews or 
emailed me about feature requests, 
I especially want to thank you.”

Aeries Mobile Portal replaces Grades 
for Students and Parents mobile App

Troy Science Department launches new 
Summer Science Experience program

Created in hopes of kindling 
student interest in the sciences, 
the Troy Summer Science 
Experience program will 
introduce various concepts to 
incoming seventh through ninth 
graders July 30 to Aug. 3.  

A joint effort of the Warrior staff 
and Troy Support Organization, 
the program consists of five class-
es, each planned and taught by two 
Warrior science teachers. Science 
Olympiad members will help in the 
classrooms as well.

Each course will focus on a 
specific scientific subject and in-
corporate both high school and 
higher-level principles. 

Students taking the Field         
Biology class will learn about 
ecological diversity, complete an 
insect project and visit the Fuller-
ton Arboretum. 

Chemistry/Forensics/Food 
Science will introduce the fun-
damental concepts in chemistry, 
including stoichiometry. Anat-
omy and Physiology will cover 

principles of structural identifi-
cation through basic dissections 
and demonstrative labs, which 
will teach students medical pro-
cedures including suturing. 

The Engineering I-Simple     
Machines class will allow par-
ticipants to build basic structures 
such as bottle rockets, while 
the Engineering II-Towers and 
Bridges class will introduce the 
mechanics of building towers and 
bridges. Also, incoming freshmen 
can take the science study skills 
class, which focuses on improv-
ing student work habits.

Designed to provide more in-
teractive opportunities in science, 
these classes will also develop  
the organization, time manage-
ment and knowledge students 
require to perform well in higher-
level science courses and extra-
curricular activities like Science 
Olympiad.

According to biology teacher 
James Kirkpatrick, one of the co-
founders of the program, the five-
day science camp will help famil-
iarize incoming middle school 
students with Troy as they pre-
view high school science courses.

“[The students will] know peo-
ple, they’ll know teachers [and] 
they’ll be more familiar with the 
facilities and the school itself,” 
Kirkpatrick said. “The idea is 
to give them a leg up in science 

By Cheryl Yang
STAFF WRITER

VEHICLE OF SCIENCE: Junior Sean Lin, a member of the Science Olympiad team, works 
on a Mousetrap vehicle, which will be used in the Engineering I-Simple Machines class.

MICHAEL ZHANG

Several classes, including 
Engineering and Field     
Biology, will be offered to 
middle school students  and 
incoming freshmen.

[and] to build knowledge so they 
can excel.”

The experiences students will 
gain throughout the program are 
relevant beyond the classroom 
setting, reaching far into the fu-
ture. According to Kirkpatrick, 

teachers hope to inspire students 
to pursue future careers in the sci-
ences by sparking interests in the 
field. 

“Hopefully, [the classes] will 
help [students] understand that 
there are a lot of benefits to learn-

ing science, and that it gives them 
skills to go on to careers,” Kirk-
patrick said. “There [are] many 
job opportunities in the realm of 
science. We should show [stu-
dents] the skills and encourage 
them to go deeper into science.”

PHOEBE UM



ASB hosts Warrior Wuv Week

CATCHING KINDNESS: Warrior ASB displayed a heart made up of smaller hearts in the 
quad on Thursday to relay a message of warmth and positivity.

PHOTO COURTESY OF KIMIKO ARAKAKI

The all-female choir group 
Ladies’ First held a concert 
at the Richard Nixon Presi-
dential Library and Muse-
um in Yorba Linda May 16. 
The performance honored 
the long-term employees of 
Saint Jude Medical Center 

with three songs.

CyberSecurity teams 
compete in the Orange 

County Mayor’s 
Cyber Cup 

Band members perform 
at annual End of the 

Year  concert

The advanced string 
orchestra, Apollo Strings, 
earned a unanimous 
superior ranking at the 
regional competition 
April 15. The orchestra  
performed classical pieces, 
including compositions 
by   Johannes Brahms and 
Antonín Leopold Dvořák. 
The team will advance to 
play more versatile pieces 

in future competitions. 

NJROTC senior places 
in essay contest 

Three Warrior CyberSe-
curity teams won the first 
three places in the Or-
ange County Mayor’s Cy-
ber Cup March 28. They 
will compete again in the 
California Cyber Innova-
tion Challenge state event 
at California Polytechnic 
State University, San Luis 
Obispo June 23-25. Mem-
bers of the winning team in 
the national championship 
in Baltimore were awarded 

a total of $27,000 in 
scholarships.

Ladies’ First performs at 
Nixon Library

This year, the annual Band 
End of the Year Concert 
took place with a unique 
twist: the theme of music 
from the 1960s, ‘70s, and 
‘80s. Warrior Jazz band, 
concert bands,  orchestra, 
and drum line performed 
both separate pieces and 
all together in this concert, 
which celebrated their mu-
sical progression through 

the course of the year 
May 18.

Color guard members attend  
Woodbridge Solo Competition  
Eight current color guard 
members performed self-
choreographed routines at 
the competition. 

By Sky Jung
STAFF WRITER

ANGEL HALLACY

Associated Student Body 
(ASB) members organized 
Warrior Wuv Week with the 
mission of spreading kind-
ness on campus April 23 to 27. 

The ASB organized a new act 
of kindness for each day of the 
week as well as a week-long 
Kindness Campaign Box. War-
riors submitted positive messages 
about their peers to the box in the 
front office. ASB members wrote 
these submissions on posters and 
taped them to the walls for War-
riors to see throughout the week.

On Monday, ASB members 
hung up posters which advocated 
kindness and conveyed upcom-
ing activities in preparation for 
the remainder of the week. On 
Tuesday, ASB staff placed sticky 
notes with uplifting messages on 
every occupied locker in an effort 
to encourage positive discourse. 

As the week progressed, ASB 
members strung together small 
paper hearts to compose a larger 
heart, which they displayed in the 
quad. ASB also distributed roses 
in order to share kindness and ap-
preciation. To end the week, War-
riors made friendship bracelets 
with supplies provided by ASB in 

By Sarah Son
STAFF WRITER

Weeklong spirit activities 
supported the OC One 
Billion Acts of Kindness’ 
goal of spreading happiness 
within the commmunity.

the quad on “Friendship Friday.”
ASB Director of Apprecia-

tion Kimiko Arakaki led ASB in 
organizing Warrior Wuv Week 
to communicate kindness, self-
lessness and love. According to 
Arakaki, ASB members have 
the opportunity to use their lead-
ership titles as a platform for 
voicing opinions and promot-
ing positivity within the school.

“It’s easier for us to voice 
this [message of kindness] to 
other people,” Arakaki said. 

“We are being used as ves-
sels to spread [kindness].”

According to Arakaki, in a 
generation consumed by social 
media, people often look up to 
others not because of their char-
acter but rather their physical 
attributes. The week was im-
pactful because it emphasized 
traits that are often forgotten, 
such as kindness, Arakaki said.

“Kindness is important,” 
Arakaki said. “It is a way to 
show others how important 

they are as [individuals] and 
how vital they are to the com-
munity. It’s love, [and] that’s 
what communities are about.”

PTSA supported Warrior Wuv 
Week to help the association, 
Orange County One Billion 
Acts of Kindness, reach their 
goal of propagating numerous 
acts of compassion. Through so-
cial media, such as Instagram, 
Twitter and Facebook, the or-
ganization uses the hashtag 
#kindness1billion for publicity. 

Apollo Strings earns 
unanimous superior at 
regional competition

TROY TODAY 

In a display of creative prow-
ess, color guard soloists com-
peted in the annual Woodbridge 
Solo Competition at Wood-
bridge High School May 19.

Color guard freshmen Yunji 
Kim, Sky Kim, Gia Fang and 
Samantha Garcia; sophomores 
Kacy Hollowell, Julianna 
Bustos and Jessica Wallihan, 
and senior Caroline Zhu 
participated. In addition to the 
time spent in rigorous practices, 
contestants invested another 10 
hours in choreographing their 
performances. 

Soloists received feedback on 
their choreography and over-
all execution of the routines.           
Although all routines incorpo-
rated flags and rifles, the scoring 
criteria emphasized originality.  

S. Kim, Y. Kim, Fang and Gar-
cia took second place in begin-
ner small group, and Hollowell 
and Bustos took third in the same 
event. Zhu and Wallihan placed 
second and third, respectively, in 
the intermediate solo division.  

Uniquely, color guard al-
lows students to compete both 
individually and in teams. 

“Color guard teams work dif-
ferently than dance teams do,” 
Zhu said. “[Color guard] fo-
cuses on teamwork, [but] it’s 
also a way for individuals to 
showcase their own work.” 

Color guard requires keen hand-
eye coordination, arm strength 
and agility in order to maintain 
control over the flag, rifle or sabre. 

Choreographed routines give 
the performers opportunities to 
develop additional techniques.

“This year, the focus was 
on working with new skills 
[such as] spacing,” Zhu said. 

Soloists also integrated 
aesthetic and technical as-
pects into their choreography.

“[Color guard] is the sport of 
the arts,” Zhu said. “We mix dance 
and throwing [equipment]. It’s in-
teresting and something that other 
students shouldn’t just dismiss.”’

Winter Guard Association of 
Southern California held the 
event outside the official color 
guard season, which ended in 
April. Color guard placed gold 
in the Scholastic A high school 
division during the season. Ad-
ditionally, seniors Yaen Chen 
and Alisha Seghal earned schol-
arships for their exemplary per-
formances at the competition.
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COLORFUL CHOREOGRAPHY: Senior Caroline Zhu 
practices her routine to the remix “Body Gold” by Louis the 
Child, twirling a gold flag to demonstrate refined technical 
hand-eye coordination skills.

NJROTC cadet Kevin 
Iwamoto won third place 
in the Surface Navy 
Association Essay Contest 
May 2. His essay discussed 
veterans’ sacrifices and 
the country’s treatment 
of veterans in the movie 
“Journey Home to the USS 

Arizona.”
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The Wizarding World of Troy: The Final Monster by Katherine Nguyen

Troy needs more 
life skills courses

STAFF EDITORIAL

Taking care of plastic babies 
may have more benefits than 
Warriors may think.

Many students have suc-
cessful academic high school 
careers; however, life after 
high school is much differ-
ent. Will students be ready 
for a dramatic shift toward 
increased independence when 
they do not have the electives 
that teach essential life skills? 

Unfortunately, most War-
riors have put non-academic 
electives on the back-burners. 
This pattern may result in stu-
dents having little preparation 
for their future lives. Adult life 
is not just maintaining a career; 
it is also paying bills, filing tax 
returns, keeping good credit 
scores, cooking healthy meals 
and doing household repairs, 
which are all basic skills for-
eign to many students. Though 
these tasks seem simple, they 
aren’t for the inexperienced. 
The Consumer Federation of 
America reported that one in 
five undergraduates has accu-
mulated more than $10,000 in 
credit card debt due to a lack 
of necessary financial knowl-
edge. 

Most students are left unpre-
pared for life after high school 
because they lack the practi-
cal life skills certain elective 
courses provide. Many other 
high schools offer classes such 
as home economics, cooking 
and financial management, 
yet Troy does not. Contrary 
to the widely held belief that 
such curricula are useless and 
regressive, the skills taught in 

these electives are vital to ev-
ery student’s future. Maybe it 
is time for us to consider cre-
ating more life skills elective 
opportunities for students.

Beyond the problem of the 
lack of elective options is stu-
dents’ reluctance to take the 
few non-academic options 
that we currently have. Gen-
erally, students fear receiving 
the lower grade point averages 
that come with taking such 
non-weighted courses. As a 
result, they clog their seven 
schedule slots with academic 
electives such as AP Biology 
and AP Psychology rather than 
considering the Regional Oc-
cupational Program, which 
offers such courses as Child 
Development. In doing so, 
students simultaneously in-
crease their stress levels and 
workload while neglecting to 
develop helpful life skills.

The hectic pace of the 21st 
century causes students and 
parents alike to dismiss the 
value of life skills in pursuit of 
academic accolades and white-
collar employment. Obviously, 
academics are a priority. But 
Warriors must recognize that 
there is life beyond school. By 
encouraging the addition of 
more elective courses to our 
school, students will be able 
to mitigate stress while gain-
ing important skills that will 
benefit them in the long-run. 
Undoubtedly, we need to close 
our books for some hands-on-
experiences. The alternative is 
to enter adulthood unprepared 
for its daily challenges. 

Enough is enough—
violence against women
must be addressed
By Isaac Yang & Lucas Santos
STAFF WRITERS

On April 23, a van sped down a 
sidewalk full of pedestrians, kill-
ing 10 and injuring 15. The driver 
was 25-year-old Alek Minassian, 
a member of the incel community.

The involuntarily celibate com-
munity, or “incel” for short, is 
comprised mostly of men whose 
anger stems from their failures to 
find satisfying romantic relation-
ships with women. Online groups 
of about 40,000 incels congregate 
on social media, most commonly 
Reddit and 4chan, to vent their 
anger towards women. No doubt, 
the recent van attack is a testa-
ment to the ongoing dangers of 
misogyny.  

Alarmingly, these misogynistic 
communities are not taken seri-
ously, by both the public and law 
enforcement. These groups pro-
mote hate against women; how-
ever, their threats are dismissed 
in spite of potentially lethal con-
sequences. Among their acts of 

violence are the Toronto van at-
tack and the 2014 Isla Vista at-
tack that left seven dead. Nearly 
nothing has been done to stop 
these vengeful men who wrong-
fully blame women for their own 
personal problems. 

Minassian repeatedly expressed 
his rage at women on social me-
dia outlets such as YouTube and 
Facebook. His posts went largely 
ignored, both by his friends and 
by local authorities. To those who 
believe misogynistic communi-
ties are harmless, Minassian’s at-
tacks should serve as a sobering  
wake-up call. 

Other hate groups that com-
mit acts of violence, such as the         
Islamic State, Ku Klux Klan and 
neo-nazis, are all heavily moni-
tored by law enforcement, with 
preventative measures taken to 
counter their threatening senti-
ments. The groups often thrive 
online where their ideologies are 
strengthened by the validation 
members receive from each other. 
The digital forums frequented by 

hate groups 
act as an echo 
chamber, es-
sentially cre-
ating an iso-
lated bubble in 
which they en-
counter opin-
ions similar to 
their own. The 
incel commu-
nity is no dif-
ferent. 

Undoubted-
ly, if members 
of misogynis-
tic communi-
ties are only 
exposed to oth-
ers who view 
women with 
similar hate, 
such unhealthy 
sentiments will 
be reinforced. 
The Toronto 
van attack is 
a prominent 
example of 
what can result 
from this echo 
chamber phe-
nomenon, as 
Minassian was 

never provoked to reflect on the 
morality of his behavior.

The existence of communi-
ties such as the incels exempli-
fies the pervasive misogyny in 
our society. In fact, an estimated 
35 percent of women globally 
have experienced some form of 
violence from men, highlighting 
the universality of discrimination 
against women. The main belief 
of incels is that women owe them 
sex and relationships, and much 
of this sexist ideology stems from 
the idea of patriarchy. To combat 
the threat of the incel community, 
the chauvinistic male mindset that 
persists in many cultures must be 
addressed. 

Through their online presence, 
incels can spread their messages 
quickly. Steps must be taken to 
address this threat, starting with 
immediate action regarding in-
cels. At least, their forums must 
be monitored to minimize violent 
incidents. Ultimately, if we are to 
realize equality for women, we 
must first solve a simple prob-
lem—men have to believe that 
women are their equals rather 
than their subordinates. 

IRENE 
YOO

MINASSIAN’S FACEBOOK POST: Some incels be-
lieve themselves to be soldiers waging a crusade against 
“Stacys,” a moniker for the women who rejected them, 
and “Chads,” the men who date the Stacys.

ELLIOT RODGER’S YOUTUBE VIDEO: May 23, 
2014, Elliot Rodger killed six people and injured 14 oth-
ers in Isla Vista. In his video, he explained that he wanted 
to punish women for rejecting him.

COURTESY OF GOOGLE

COURTESY OF FORBES

About “Incels”:

COURTESY OF GOOGLE, 
NEWSWEEK AND THE 
WASHINGTON POST

40,000 
members 
on incel 

communities 
of  Reddit and 

4Chan

May 23, 2014
Isla Vista,     
Calif. shooting:
seven dead

Incel Violence

Oct. 1, 
2015

Roseberg, 
Oregon 

Shooting:
10 dead April 23, 2018

Toronto, Ontario 
van attack:
10 dead



Although many people are 
content to express their beliefs 
through voting once every few 
years, how one spends money 

can make an 
i m p o r t a n t 
s t a t e m e n t . 
C o a c h e l l a 
fans should 
f o r e m o s t 
know—since 
its incep-
tion in 1999, 
the festival 

has become a symbol of youth, 
status and wealth. Choosing to 
forego the privilege of attend-
ing the festival could be a state-
ment, but instead, Coachella 
enthusiasts continue to choose 
consumerism over commitment.

To show authentic dedica-
tion to a cause, we must put our 
money where our mouths are. 
Financial transactions carry more 
weight than we might think. 
While making ethical purchas-
es may not always be possible 
or practical, we should always 
strive to make well-examined 
financial choices when we can.

Consumers beware: Your 
hypocrisy is showing 

What does it take for progres-
sives to put cash into conservative 
pockets? Not much, apparently.

Just look at Coachella, the 
iconic music festival that recent-
ly wrapped up April 22 after a 
two-weekend run. Over 200,000 
music lovers were in attendance. 
While the festival has become 
a cultural staple, many of its 
quite liberal attendees are un-

aware that Coachella owner and 
billionaire Philip Anschutz uses 
his wealth to fund conservative 
organizations. Many Coachella 
fans are part of the same crowd 
that participated in the Women’s 
March in January, yet they each 
pay hundreds of dollars towards 
conservative causes without a 
second thought. This careless-
ness underscores the importance 
of being aware of the political 
implications of our purchases.

Anschutz has a long history of 
donating to right-wing organiza-

tions and candidates, many of 
which are at odds with the typical 
Coachella attendee’s views. Ac-
cording to research organization 
Open Secrets, Anschutz and his 
wife donated over $1 million to 
Republican candidates and politi-
cal action committees in the 2016 
election season alone. Although 
he removed funding from some 
anti-LGBT organizations since 
his donation habits were brought 
under public scrutiny last January, 
he still donated over $770,000 in 
2016 to similar organizations. 

Concertgoers, many 
of whom claim to be 
liberal, are inadver-
tently fueling con-
servative causes by 
purchasing tickets 
to Coachella events. 

All of these do-
nations, which are 
publicly acknowl-
edged, do not seem 
to sway Coach-
ella attendees, 
who contributed 
to a record-setting 
$114,593,000 in 
gross revenue 
for the festival in 
2017. Nor has An-
schutz’s political 
financing deterred 
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By Sophie Byerly & 
Kaitlyn Han
STAFF WRITERS

several politi-
cally outspoken 
performers in-
cluding    Beyon-
cé, Eminem, Lady 
Gaga and Kendrick Lamar 
from headlining at the festival.

The fact that so many liberal 
individuals still enthusiastically 
partici-
pate in 
the fes-
tival in 
s p i t e 
of An-
schutz’s 
political 
d o n a -
tions is 
disappointing. Despite the protest 
with the #BoycottCoachella and 
#Nochella movements, Coachella 
still garners the attention of afflu-
ent Millennials and Gen Z-ers. At-
tendees, mainly youth, are quick 
to sacrifice their political beliefs 
for a chance to see their favorite 
artists. By ignoring what they 
are endorsing with their money, 
many   Coachella concertgo-
ers are hypocritically subverting 
their political convictions. Sup-
port of a political cause demands 
a long-term commitment, not 
something to conveniently forget 
for a few weekends of partying.

“Support of a political cause 
demands a long-term 

commitment, not something 
to conveniently forget for a 
few weekends of partying.” 

LUCY  LEE
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Every so often, the vihuelist, the violinist and the trumpeter come together to play music from their hearts. Mariachi bands are traditional Latin musical 
groups that perform instrumental and vocal folk songs, but to freshman Daniella Cabral, sophomore Clara Cabral and senior Samantha Cabral, maria-

chi music has a much deeper and more personal meaning.

The resonant sounds of 
instruments and the soul-
ful sounds of singers finish 
in harmonious synchron-
icity. As the performers 
raise their hands 
victoriously, ap-
plause replaces 
the audience’s 
awed silence.

B o n d i n g 
over a shared 
passion, sis-
ters freshman 
Daniella Cabral, 
sophomore Clara 
Cabral and senior 
Samantha Cabral dedicate 
hours to Mariachi Tesoro 
de San Fernando, an award-
winning mariachi group. 
The trio began their ma-
riachi careers in 2014 
at the R.H.Y.T.H.M.O 
Mariachi  Academy in  
Anaheim. Each sister ex-
pertly wields a different 
instrument; together, 
Daniella’s vihuela, Clara’s
violin and Samantha’s 
trumpet play beautiful
tales of their culture.
Soon the sisters joined 

San Fernando’s Mariachi 
Master Apprentice
Program. Here they 
met and learned 
from members of 

the revolutionary 
Mariachi Los Camperos 

de Nati Canon, including 
Jesús Guzmán, who will 
be instructing Samantha 
in UCLA’s Ethnic Music 
Culture Department this 
fall. Through mariachi, 
the sisters forge connec-
tions not only with fa-
mous musicians but also 
among themselves, their 
culture and their family.

To the Cabrals, maria-
chi is a mirror that reflects 
their inner passions, allow-
ing them to simultaneously 
discover and express them-

selves. Spanning en-
tire spectrums of 

emotions, 
m a r i a -
chi lets 
the girls 
c o n v e y 

a wide va-
riety of 
f e e l i n g s 

t h r o u g h 
their music. Unlike the 
rigid and demand-
ing style of classical 
music, mariachi 
has no strict limi-
tations: often, after 
memorizing the 
notes and rhythms 
of a song, the Cabral 
sisters and their fellow 
mariachi performers 
interpret and play 
with their own 
distinct styles.  
T h r o u g h 
such an un-
restrained, 
unique ap-
p r o a c h , 
the Cabral 
sisters chan-
nel them-
s e l v e s 
t h r o u g h 
t h e i r 
m u s i c .

“I re-
ally like 
that feel-
ing I get 
when I play,” 
Daniella said. 
“When I’m able to go with 
the music, I just get this feel-
ing and lose myself [in it].”

FEATURE

By Hannah Adams & Amber Huynh, STAFF WRITERS, cartoons by Lucy Lee and Irene Yoo, CARTOON EDITOR & CARTOON and 
photos courtesy of Clara, Daniella and Samantha Cabral

UNIFORMLY UNIQUE: 
Clara (left), Samantha 
(center) and Daniella (right) 
proudly wear their Trajes 
de Charro.
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Every so often, the vihuelist, the violinist and the trumpeter come together to play music from their hearts. Mariachi bands are traditional Latin musical 
groups that perform instrumental and vocal folk songs, but to freshman Daniella Cabral, sophomore Clara Cabral and senior Samantha Cabral, maria-

chi music has a much deeper and more personal meaning.

Mariachi also helps the 
sisters delve into the vibrant 
Latin culture. Contrary to 
harmful stereotypes that 
depict mariachi music as 
the backtrack to fiestas and 
wild celebrations, mariachi 
encompasses a rich history. 
Each song presents an op-
portunity for the sisters to 
explore different aspects of 
Hispanic culture. Mariachi 
not only captures the souls 
of the mariachi players but 
also the spirit of the His-
panic people themselves. 
From the mournful requi-

ems of lost loves to the 
rallying marches of 
dignity and perse-
verance, every song 
inspires a sense of 

pride in both its audi-
ence and its performers.

“[Mariachi] gave me 
an identity and helped 
me understand my her-

itage,” Clara said. 
Through this 

intense pas-
sion for ma-
riachi, the 
Cabral sis-
ters tap into 
their pasts. 
M a r i a c h i 

represents 
who they 
are,  and  
it brings 
out pride 
for their 
h o m e -
l a n d . 

T h a n k s 
to their 

m u s i c , 
they’ve uncov-

ered their family’s history, 
one that has blossomed into 
the lives the sisters lead to-

day. With this realization, 
the girls have grown closer 
with their great-grandpar-
ents, grandparents and par-
ents, all of whom frequently 
attend their performances. 

“I really got a piece of 
what it is they long for and 
miss so much,” Samantha 
said. “The love and 
pride [they feel 
for] their 
c o u n t r y 
is some-
t h i n g 
I can 
connect 
w i t h .”

F r o m 
t h e 
pride the 
Cabrals feel 
when they wear 
their traditional Trajes de 
Charro to the emotions they 
get lost in when they per-
form their music, mariachi 
has become an integral 
part of their lives.  It re-
minds them of home, one 
built from a shared 
heritage and  three new-
ly realized identities.

“No matter how old I 
get, where I go or whom 
I meet, [mariachi will] al-
ways have a very soft spot 
in my heart,” Samantha said. 
“It has instilled [in me] a 
great sense of optimism 
and a desire to be the best.”

FEATURE

By Hannah Adams & Amber Huynh, STAFF WRITERS, cartoons by Lucy Lee and Irene Yoo, CARTOON EDITOR & CARTOON and 
photos courtesy of Clara, Daniella and Samantha Cabral

NATURALLY 
NOTE-ABLE: 
Samantha sings 
her part, letting her 
heart speak for her. 
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 Nowadays  you don’t have to own a DeLorean to travel back in time. The 1980’s are transporting us to 
the past with every revitalized reboot and trending retro fad.

By Jillian Warren,  STAFF WRITER, and photos courtesy of Google

 Throw on 
your denim 
jacket and 
crank up the 
volume on 
your favorite 
MJ album. The 
1980’s are mak-
ing a comeback in a 
big way:  teen flicks and 
sci-fi movies, new wave synth-
pop, bold neon colors and horrible fash-
ion decisions—including the notorious 
permed hairstyle. But this decade gave 
rise to more than just extrava- gant 
hair, and it’s making a reap-
pearance in modern media. 

With the different 80’s 
characteristics appear-
ing in modern movies, 
TV shows, music and 
even fashion, Hollywood 
producers have captured 
the attention of nostalgic 
adults as well as younger 
generations. Recent re-
leases that have gained 
attention for their com-

memoration of 80’s culture include the sci-
fi adventure film “Ready Player One” and 
the Netflix hit series “Stranger Things.” 

Set in a dystopian society in 2045, the 
movie “Ready Player One” has become  
for the number of throwback references, 
or Easter Eggs, known only to the pop 
culture savvy. The movie was directed 

by Steven Spielberg himself—an icon 
of 80’s classics such as “Raiders 

of the Lost Ark” and “The 
Goonies”—one could ex-

pect that he would in-
corporate a few retro 
elements into this new 
take on science fic-
tion. “Ready Player 
One” is filled to the 

brim with 80’s nos-
talgia, one of the most 

notable being the DeLo-
rean from “Back to the Fu-

ture” (1985). Others are more 
subtle, such as the Rubik’s Cube 

and  the  video game “Street Fighter.” Ev-

erything from its neon title graphics to its 
synth-filled soundtrack—featuring songs 
from 80’s icons Van Halen and Duran 
Duran—is sure to make viewers look 
back fondly on this cherished decade. 

In the world of streaming televi-
sion, the 80’s have been revived with 
the series “Stranger Things.” Unlike 
“Ready Player One,” this  show im-
merses the audience directly into the 
past and succeeds in capturing the es-
sence of the time period itself. The series 
implements a range of iconic 80’s media 
tropes, such as a horror sci-fi plot, a 
coming of age narrative and teen-
age antics. These onscreen stories 
set in a past devoid of technology 
truly encapsulate the quaintness of 
life only 30 years ago. Of course, 
“Stranger Things” also incorporates 
subtle references to classic 80’s produc-
tions, and pays homage to films like “E.T. 
the Extra-Terrestrial” (1982), “Grem-
lins” (1984) and “Ghostbusters” (1984).                               

With all of the 1980’s elements appearing 
in today’s media, you might ask the sim-
ple question—Why is this decade being 
revived? Simply put, today’s producers 
are nostalgic for their childhoods—
that’s a big part— as are millions of 
viewers. Viewers who lived through 
this decade feed on these tidbits, savor-
ing the sweet memories of the past.  

For the younger generation, aspects of 
80’s culture in TV and movies con-

nect to them on an emotional 
level. The revival of the 80’s 
in modern media has pro-
vided filmmakers a way 
to tell   their stories to a 
generation who lived them 
and   to a generation who 
can only wish they did.
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1. READY PLAYER ONE 
2. BACK TO THE FUTURE 
3. GHOSTBUSTERS 
4. STRANGER THINGS
5. IT
6. IT (2018)
7. COBRA KAI
8. KARATE KID
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6.

7.
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 Summer gives us plenty of time to relax and read for leisure. By reading everything from harrowing ad-
ventures to coming of age tales, we can travel all over the world in the pages of these novels.

By Danielle Chow,  STAFF WRITER, graphics by Phoebe Um, GRAPHICS, and images courtesy of Google

Check out Oracle’s inside look 
at the most stylish kids of

Campus Chic.

By Jois Talla, ENTERTAINMENT & 
LIFESTYLE EDITOR, and photo by 

Julianna Sabile, PHOTO  

CHLOE  

  
A perfect way to pass the time 

in the car or on the plane is to read. Ransom 
Riggs’s “Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Chil-

dren” is a riveting tale that follows a teenage boy named 
Jacob, who comes upon a deserted island that once housed  

the strange orphanage of caretaker Miss Peregrine. After 
wandering through the ruins, Jacob finds that the orphanage’s 

name is only too accurate. This bone-chilling mystery will have 
you on the edge of your seat. In the world of historical fiction, 
“The Other Einstein” by Marie Benedict is the empowering tale 
of Mitza Maric. Unlike most women of the time, Mitza attends a 
university filled with male students who attempt to outshine her. 

As she continues her studies, another student at 
the college catches her eye–Albert Einstein. 
This story follows the brilliant couple as they 
live their lives as two geniuses in the late 1800s 
and early 1900s. Both of these noteworthy nov-
els are sure to make a long ride seem short.

 

If reading on the go isn’t for 
you, then save these stories for your des-

tination. “Turtles All the Way Down” by John 
Green tells the story of Aza, a girl who finds the 
opportunity of a lifetime: solving a disappearance and 
possibly winning $100,000. But that’s where the stereo-
type ends—Aza isn’t your standard Nancy Drew. Rather, 
her psyche is far more complex, characterized by an OCD 
demeanor and a tendency to get lost in thought. As the story 
progresses, the reader is taken deep into the mind of an emo-
tionally damaged girl while she seeks fulfillment. Similar-
ly, Robert Cormier’s “The Chocolate War” is the story of 

Jerry Renault, who raises eyebrows by resisting 
school authority. Although the title may imply 

a lighthearted storyline, it soon escalates 
into a moral conflict that isolates young 

Jerry. It’s the one person against the 
world tale recreated.

Don't feel left out if you aren't 
planning to travel far. These romance 

tales are perfect for a relaxing day at the 
beach. “The Truth About Forever” by Sarah 

Dessen tells the story of Macy, a girl with a 
sweet boyfriend and excellent grades. Once Macy 

and her boyfriend split up, she makes new friends 
and eventually finds that no one is without flaws. 

Over the course of the book, Macy learns several life 
lessons, and her love life improves when she grows 
closer to a newfound friend. Overall, this book is mar-
velous for anyone who loves a happy ending. It is the 
beach companion every reader needs. Finally, Shannon Hale’s 
“Austenland” tells the story many can relate to: a woman who 

is in love with a fictional character. However, when  she 
travels to Austenland, a Jane Austen themed resort, she 

finds herself immersed in a romantic fantasy worth tell-
ing. With these novels of romance, adventure and 

growth, the summer season can pass you by.  

Taking inspiration from the icon-
ic fashion styles of the 1980’s and 
the latest fads of 2018, sophomore 
Chloe Tuzzolino sports yesterday to-
day with her fashion style. An avid 
fan of 80’s themed movies and tele-
vision shows, such as the famous 
Netflix thriller “Stranger Things” 
and the 80’s cult comedy classic 
“Heathers,” Tuzzolino dresses in a 
variety of styles that simultaneously 
reflect what she enjoys and comple-
ment her own fashion sense. Tuzzo-
lino says she enjoys taking modern 
bits and retro pieces from social me-
dia. “My Pinterest board is a stew-
pot of all my styles,” Tuzzolino said. 

Tuzzolino can assemble a stylish 
outfit around just about any article of 
clothing, ranging from colorful wind-
breakers to classic mom jeans, espe-
cially with a more modern black and 
white accessory that refines her look 
and makes her day-to-day outfit pro-
cess simple and efficient. What dis-
tinguishes Tuzzolino’s outfits from 
the crowd is that they aren’t just a 
method of self expression, but a way 
to show off her confidence every day.

Tuzzolino inspires a bold fashion 
sense in everyone with her encour-
aging mantra, “Don’t care what 
other people think of your style. 
Everyday is your dress up day.”

  TUZZOLINO
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Diving forward in a display 
of swim prowess, Warrior 
boys (6-0-0, 5-0-0) and girls 
(4-2-0, 4-1-0) defeated their 
opponents with scores of 451 
and 538, respectively, May 4.

In the first minutes of the 
meet, freshmen Aaron Yang and  
Andrew Leong, junior Kevin 
Greco and senior Manon Miura 
maintained a lead throughout 
the 200-yard medley relay and 
ended with a strong first. In the 
200-yard freestyle relay, Warriors 
took home another first, with 
competitors Yang, Miura, senior     
Christopher Lu and sophomore 
Kenneth Yeh securing a comfort-
able victory. Miura outpaced his 
opponents in both the 200-yard 
and 500-yard freestyle events. 
Greco also led the Warriors in 
the 100-yard backstroke and 
the 200-yard individual med-
ley events, in which he raced 
to nab a narrow first place. 

With the Lady Warriors, co-
captain Rachel Tseng displayed 
a variety of strokes in the 
individual medley. Sophomores 
Lynette Chan, Courtney Leong 
and  Ashley Lin and junior Sara 
McPhillips came in second 
in the 200-yard freestyle 

Boys & girls swim teams clinch 
victories at Freeway League Finals
The teams dominated the 
competition at their last 
meet before California 
International Federation 
(CIF).

By Cheryl Yang
STAFF WRITER
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PHOEBE UM

relay after an early struggle 
to outpace their opponents. 

The championship victories are 
largely thanks to the consistent 
efforts of the captains, team bond-
ing and goal setting, Tseng said.

“This year the captains took 
a larger role as they wrote prac-

PHOTO BY MICHAEL ZHANG, GRAPHIC BY PHOEBE UM

ANGEL HALLACY

TESTING THE WATER: Preparing to compete in the freestyle events, sophomore Kenneth Yeh 
glides through practice laps.

tice sets, organized meet sign 
ups and hosted team bonding 
activities,” Tseng said. “Through 
many team meetings and con-
versations with each swimmer, 
we were able to set goals for the 
team to achieve little by little.”

According to Tseng, the push 

for improvement paid off by the 
end of the season, and overall 
scores showed the growth of 
the teams in comparison to the 
past. This meet marked the 
boys’ 18th championship and the 
Lady Warriors’ more decisive 
win compared to last year’s tie.

“I’m very satisfied with 
this year’s outcome. It’s an 
improvement from last year,” 
Tseng said. “Even with the final 
score as it is, the [results] at 
finals were a huge improvement 
from the season as a whole.”

More valuable than the score 
is the experience, and this 
swim meet helped Warriors 
identify areas of potential im-
provement for the next season, 
sophomore Chloe Heras said.

“The experience helped me re-
alize the flaws that I had during 
my event,” Heras said. “It made 
me want to become better at it 
too since I now have experience.”

Building on their success 
this season, Warriors will con-
tinue to train  in hopes of   im-
proving their performance 
at future meets, Tseng said. 

“I hope the team will still be able 
to continue the path we’ve been 
able to set this year for the team,” 
Tseng said. “I have confidence 
in the team’s potential. We’ll 
be able to grow for the better.”
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It’s been a rough year here in Oracle, but it was also a magical one as well. Seniors, through all the ups and downs, thanks for 
sticking by us. This isn’t the end. Till we meet again, we trust in the wise words of Luna Lovegood: 
“Things we lose have a way of coming back to us in the end, if not always in the way we expect.”

By Ariana Chow and Jenny Ji, EDITORS-IN-CHIEF, and Lex Park, OPINION EDITOR, and photos courtesy of Google

The title “Oracle’s 

Most (Sarcastic)” 

couldn’t fit any-
one better. Your 
creative roasts 
are sure to remind anyone to stay on his or her 

toes. But whenever someone is having a bad day, 

you’re always the first to offer a warm hug. 

Thank you for bearing with all the last minute 

cutouts and otherwise dumb 

questions. All we want you 

to know is that behind the 

casual roasting, what we re-

ally mean is “we love you.” 

Your sweet 
smile truly 
makes you 
the “Superior 

Jenny.” Every 
day, your presence proves that height doesn’t have anything to do with how much a person can accomplish. And though it may be easy to lose you in a crowd, it is 

quite difficult to uproot the place 
you hold in our hearts. Keep 
on lighting those “sparks 
of desires” out there in col-
lege. We wish you all the best!

Equipped with a gray oversized hoodie, beige 
baseball cap and perennial bed head, Josh, you’re 
a refreshing dose of calm. You don’t take your-
self too seriously, and you’re always there to of-
fer up a smile when we need it (which is quite 
often). We think you have a personal vendetta 
against pica rules, but we’ll let it slide this time. 
A little number like 0.1667 really doesn’t hold a 
candle to how much we appreciate you. We can’t 
stand losing you, but we know that your posi-
tivity will brighten up the air wherever you go. 

Lucy Lee: 
Meme queen, 

dead Vine references 

and an undying love for fictional charac-

ters. Your quirky sense of humor never 

fails to make us chuckle, even on the most 

stressful days. Thank you for reminding 

us how to use the scanner every time we 

forgot, which happened on a quite regu-

lar basis. Your talent added a layer of aes-

thetic appeal on every page you decorated. 

We wish you nothing but fortune in your

future ventures into the art world. 

Sweet Caroline—Okay maybe not al-ways sweet. But you’re definitely a shot of spicy and scintillating that never fails to liven up an otherwise dull after-noon. We live for your daily quarrels with David. Honestly, the way you two bicker like siblings is both ridiculously endearing and utterly appropri-ate for our dysfunctional little Oracle family. We’ll miss your Colourpop infatuation, eternal sarcasm and, most of all, that tough love mantra. You push people to work their hard-
est, and you 
get results. 

Dear Ida, we don’t know 

what we’d do without you. 

You take what needs to be 

done and do it, no muss, no 

fuss. We can always depend on you and 

Ashley to snap fantastic photos whenever 

we need them. Somehow you manage to 

handle all of our last-minute photo as-

signments, not to mention all-too-often 

vague locations and instructions, with-

out breaking a sweat. Keep on fighting 

through those brutal bags of hot cheetos. 

We trust you’ll be able to 

get through them with-

out tears (someday).

Raga, you’re honestly 
such a dependable ray 
of sunshine in the often 
stormy, nebulous world 
of Oracle. But we guess 
you’re used to the excitement. 
After all, we can’t compare to the 
drama in shows like “Suits” and “House of 
Cards,” whose theatrical plot and charac-
ter construction you just can’t seem to get 

enough of. Take your characteristic sweet 
tooth and keep on spreading 

the love everywhere you go. 

Oracle’s very 
own Hannah Ro is a 
dynamic duo all on her own. Juggling FBLA, Oracle, 
Varsity Golf and concert violin, Hannah, you’re a force 
to be reckoned with. You do everything, and honestly 
you skew all parental expectations. Your unbelievably 
high grades can only be paralleled by your Rice Purity 
test score, both of which cement your status in our Or-
acle memory archives. We love every little thing about 
you. Go live out your dreams at Yale—you deserve it.

With your sharp glare and authoritative 

voice, you command attention and respect in 

whatever situation you’re leading. We pray for 

mercy on any soul that lands on your bad side. 

But behind the intimidating exterior, Julianne, 

you are actually a compassionate individual 

with sage advice to dole out to bumbling un-

derclassmen. Under every harsh critique, you 

have nothing but candor and a desire to help 

others improve. The world needs someone like 

you: brutally honest but in the best of ways. 

Ashley, you’re a rockstar. Between your IB life, Oracle 
chiefdom and Mock Trial team, you still find the time 
to look FAN-tastic without even trying. And it’s always 
fun to hash it out with you. You’re sunny but sassy, and 
a day in the back room is just never complete with-
out your laughter. This block of text is woefully in-
adequate to represent what you mean to us. Yale is so 
lucky to be getting a beautiful soul like yours. And your 
promise to come visit? We’ll be holding you to that. 

Although your 
biology puns are 

often not the most 
humerus to exist, we 
give you full credit for the effort. Whether it be your aptitude for mapping and geography or your excitement for physics, these uncommon hobbies often set you apart from the others. Of course, we cannot forget about the “Daily David Hou” either. No matter what you do, there is al-ways an interesting story behind it. We hope that you keep 

on branching out at 
Boston University. 


