


that the space has the most heterogeneous social composition, for in it engineers, 
GRFWRUV��ODERUHUV��RIÀFH�FOHUNV��SURIHVVRUV��H[�EDOO�SOD\HUV��DV�ZHOO�DV�FULPLQDOV��
IXQFWLRQDULHV��DQG�WKH�XQHPSOR\HG�DOO�WDNH�SDUW�HTXDOO\��ZLWKRXW�WKHLU�KDYLQJ�EHHQ�
SUH�DSSURYHG�RU�HOHFWHG�E\�DQ\RQH���7KH\�XVH�EDVHEDOO�DV�D�WRSLF��DV�D�SUHWH[W��EXW�
IUHHO\�HQMR\�WKH�KRWWHVW�FRQIURQWDWLRQ�RI �GLYHUVH��FRQÁLFWLQJ��DQG�RIWHQ�FRPSOHWHO\�
FRQWUDU\�RSLQLRQV���,V�WKHQ�WKH�JDPH�LWVHOI��DQG�WKH�VXEVHTXHQW�DQDO\VLV�RI �LWV�SOD\V��
VWUDWHJLHV��DQG�VWDWLVWLFV��D�VPDOO�HVFDSH�YDOYH"��'RQ·W�DVN�PH���:KDW�GR�,�NQRZ"
� ,Q�DQ\�FDVH��WKDQNV�PXVW�EH�JLYHQ�WR�EDVHEDOO�IRU�KDYLQJ�IDFLOLWDWHG�D�SXEOLF�
VWDJH�IRU�WKH�H[HUFLVH�RI �WKDW�GHOLFDWH�VSRUW�RI �WKH�PHHWLQJ�RI �WKH�LGHDV��WKH�GLV�
FXVVLRQ��DQG�WKH�GHEDWH�VR�QHHGHG�LQ�RXU�VRFLHW\��EHFDXVH��DV�D�ZRUN�E\�Reynier 
Leyva Novo states, La palabra le corresponde al pueblo (The Word Belongs to the People����
,V�LW�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�RQH�RI �WKRVH�IDVWEDOOV�IURP�´7KH�+RW�&RUQHUµ�FRXOG�EUHDN�RXW�
LQWR�WKH�VWUHHW��LJQLWLQJ�WKH�FROG��VORZ��DQG�LQHIIHFWLYH�FKDUDFWHU�WKDW�FRQWDPLQDWHV�
RXU�RWKHU�DQDO\VHV�DQG�GLVFXVVLRQV��WKRVH�WKDW�KDYH�WR�GR�ZLWK�RXU�PRVW�SUHVVLQJ�
SUREOHPV�DQG�QHFHVVLWLHV��ZLWK�RXU�QDWLRQDO�GHVWLQ\"��2QH�FDQ�RQO\�ZLVK�
� 7R�GHHSHQ�P\�VKDPH��,�VKRXOG�DOVR�VWDWH�WKDW�GHVSLWH�OLYLQJ�LQ�+DYDQD·V�
&HUUR�QHLJKERUKRRG�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ����\HDUV��,�KDYH�QHYHU��WR�WKLV�GD\��DWWHQGHG�D�
single ball game at the famous Estadio Latinoamericano��/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�6WDGLXP���
.QRZQ�WR�ORFDOV�DV�WKH�Coloso del Cerro��&RORVVXV�RI �&HUUR��µ�LW�LV�WKH�HTXLYDOHQW�
²LI �:LNLSHGLD�LV�WR�EH�EHOLHYHG²�RI �1HZ�<RUN�&LW\·V�<DQNHH�6WDGLXP���7KLV�IDFW�
FRXOG�YHU\�ZHOO�PDUN�PH��LQ�WKH�H\HV�RI �PRVW�RI �P\�FRPSDWULRWV��DV�WUXO\�XQSD�
WULRWLF��HYHQ�´DQ�HQHP\�RI �WKH�SHRSOH�µ��$QG�WKDW�VDGGHQV�PH��RI �FRXUVH��EHFDXVH�
,�WKLQN�WKDW�LW�LV�WLPH�ZH�&XEDQV�JHW�XVHG�WR�FRH[LVWLQJ�ZLWK�GLYHUVLW\��ZLWK�WKH�
H[LVWHQFH�RI �XQLTXH�&XEDQV���DW\SLFDO�RQHV�ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW�FRQFHSWV�DQG�WDVWHV�LQ�
VSRUWV��DHVWKHWLFV��UHOLJLRQ��VH[��\HV�DQG�HYHQ�SROLWLFV���7KLV�LV�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�ZH�VHH�
represented in Yunier Fernández Figueroa·V�EHDXWLIXO�DQG�RULJLQDO�EDWV��DOO�RI �
WKHP�XQLTXH��DQG�HDFK�ZLWK�D�GLIIHUHQW�IXQFWLRQ��KLVWRU\��V\PEROLVP��DQG�PHDQLQJ��
DQ�DUWLVWLF�JHVWXUH�WKDW�VHHPV�LQWHQW�RQ�VKRZLQJ�XV�WKDW�GHVSLWH�RXU�GLIIHUHQFHV��ZH�
FDQ�FRQWLQXH�SOD\LQJ�WRJHWKHU��SHUKDSV�WKH�VDPH�JDPH��RU�SHUKDSV�DQRWKHU�JDPH�
� 3HRSOH�WDON�DERXW�EDVHEDOO�DV�DQ�HOHPHQW�RI �VXSHU�&XEDQQHVV��DQG�KHUH�
ZH�WRXFK�DJDLQ�WKDW�ROG�LVVXH�RI �RXU�QDWLRQDO�V\PEROV����,Q�UHDOLW\��KRZHYHU��LWV�
SRUWUD\DO�LQ�WKH�DUWV�KDV�EHHQ�YHU\�VSDUVH�DQG�XQGHUVWDWHG���'HVSLWH�WKLQNLQJ�ORQJ�
DQG�KDUG�WR�ÀQG�H[DPSOHV�DVLGH�IURP�WKH�UHFHQW�ZRUNV�PHQWLRQHG�KHUH��,�FDQ�
RQO\�FRPH�XS�ZLWK�WZR�ZRUNV�WKDW�WUXO\�VWDQG�DSDUW��WKH�IDPRXV�DQG�FRQWURYHUVLDO�
SDLQWLQJ�E\�Antonia Eiriz called La muerte en pelota��'HDWK�E\�%DVHEDOO��������DQG�
WKH�6HSWHPEHU�RI ������SHUIRUPDQFH�E\�&XEDQ�DUWLVWV�DQG�DUW�FULWLFV�FDOOHG�La 
plástica cubana se dedica al béisbol��&XEDQ�)LQH�$UWV�'HGLFDWH�7KHPVHOYHV�WR�%DVH�
EDOO���DOVR�NQRZQ�VXEVHTXHQWO\�DV�El Juego de Pelota��7KH�%DOO�*DPH��
� 6LJQLÀFDQWO\��ERWK�ZRUNV�DUH�LQWLPDWHO\�UHODWHG�QRW�WR�WKH�RSHQLQJ�RI �D�
1DWLRQDO�&KDPSLRQVKLS�RU�WKH�3DQ�$PHULFDQ�*DPHV��EXW�WR�WKH�XQSOHDVDQW�SKH�
QRPHQRQ�RI �FHQVRUVKLS���7KDW�LV�WR�VD\��LQ�RQH�ZD\�RU�DQRWKHU��ERWK�ZHUH�FLYLF�
UHVSRQVHV�E\�WKH�DUWLVWV�WR�WKH�LQWROHUDQW�DWWLWXGH�RI �WKH�RIÀFLDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV�WRZDUG�
IUHHGRP�RI �H[SUHVVLRQ���,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI �(LUL]��ZRUNV�OLNH�La muerte en pelota��'HDWK�
E\�%DVHEDOO���������El dueño de los caballitos��7KH�2ZQHU�RI �WKH�&DUURXVHO���������RU�
Una tribuna para la paz democrática��$Q�2SHQ�)RUXP�IRU�'HPRFUDWLF�3HDFH���������
WKDW�DUH�VKRZQ�WRGD\��ZLWK�DVWRQLVKLQJ�HDVH��DW�WKH�1DWLRQDO�0XVHXP��DOWKRXJK�WKH�
PXVHXP�JXLGHV�GR�QRW�PHQWLRQ�WKH�ZRUNV·�UHDO�KLVWRU\���ZHUH�RIÀFLDOO\�GHHPHG�LQ�
WKHLU�GD\�WR�EH�´FRQÁLFWLYHµ�RU�´SHVVLPLVWLFµ�ZRUNV��ZKLFK�GLG�QRW�H[KLELW�WKH�WUL�
XPSKDOLVW�DWWLWXGH�H[SHFWHG�IURP�D�UHYROXWLRQDU\�DUWLVW��6XFK�UHFHSWLRQV�OHG�(LUL]�
WR�DEDQGRQ�SDLQWLQJ�DOWRJHWKHU�DQG�GHGLFDWH�KHUVHOI �LQVWHDG�WR�PDNLQJ�SDSLHU�Pk�
FKp�ÀJXULQHV�ZLWK�KHU�QHLJKERUV�LQ�WKH�+DYDQD�EDUULR�-XDQHOR���6KH�SDLQWHG�QRWK�
LQJ�DW�DOO�IURP������XQWLO�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�������LQ�RWKHU�ZRUGV��PRVW�RI �KHU�OLIH��
� ,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI �DUWLVWV�IURP�WKH�����·V�JHQHUDWLRQ��WKH�PDODLVH�ZDV�FROOHF�
WLYHO\�IHOW��IRU�RQ�WRS�RI �LQGLYLGXDO�FHQVRUVKLS��SXEOLF�VSDFHV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�VKRZLQJ
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���:HVW���WK�6W��1HZ�<RUN��1<��ZZZ�WKH�WKÁRRU�RUJ����������������

&XUDWHG�E\�2UODQGR�+HUQiQGH]�DQG�5DFKHO�:HLQJHLVW

,DP�WKH�OHDVW�LGHDO�SHUVRQ�WR�ZULWH�WKLV�WH[W���,�DP�QHLWKHU�D�FRQQRLVVHXU�QRU�DQ�
HQWKXVLDVW�RI �EDVHEDOO��PXFK�OHVV�DP�,�D�IDQDWLF���'HVSLWH�EHLQJ�&XEDQ��P\�UHODWLRQ�
VKLS�ZLWK�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�´QDWLRQDO�VSRUWµ��DOWKRXJK�HLWKHU�GRPLQRHV�DQG�la bolita�  could 
DOVR�FODLP�WKDW�WLWOH��KDV�EHHQ�TXLWH�WKLQ�DQG�DV�VXFK�YHU\�DW\SLFDO���3HUKDSV�P\�PRVW�
HYLGHQW�OLQN�WR�ZKDW�&XEDQV�FDOO�OD�SHORWD�LV�VKDULQJ�D�QDPH�ZLWK�D�ZRUOG�FODVV�SLWFKHU�
2UODQGR�´(O�'XTXHµ�+HUQiQGH]���%XW�IDU�IURP�PDNLQJ�PH�KDSS\�RU�SURXG��,�PXVW�
FRQIHVV�WKDW�WKLV�FRLQFLGHQFH�PDNHV�PH�D�ELW�XQFRPIRUWDEOH�EHFDXVH�HDFK�WLPH�,�
H[WHQG�P\�KDQG�DQG�VD\�P\�QDPH��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�FHUWDLQ�ORZ�EURZ�HQYLURQPHQWV��,�
PXVW�HQGXUH��ZLWK�D�IHLJQHG�VPLOH��WKH�VDPH�UHPDUN�� $́K��2UODQGR�+HUQiQGH]��OLNH�
´(O�'XTXHµ"��7KDW�LV�WR�VD\�QRWKLQJ�RI �D�VHFRQG�QHJDWLYH�FRQVHTXHQFH�SDUWLFXODU�WR�
WKH�GLJLWDO�DJH��WKH�FHOHEULW\�RI �KLV�QDPH�KDV�FDXVHG�PLQH��ZKLFK�LV�H[DFWO\�WKH�VDPH�
DV�KLV��WR�EH�EXULHG�DW�WKH�IDU�ERWWRP�RI �DQ\�*RRJOH�VHDUFK��ZLWK�UHIHUHQFHV�WR�PH�
RQO\�DSSHDULQJ�DIWHU�DGGLWLRQDO�VHDUFK�SDUDPHWHUV�OLNH�´&XEDQ�DUWµ�RU�´DUW�FULWLFµ�DUH�
DGGHG�
� +RZHYHU��P\�ODFN�RI �FRPSHWHQFH�WR�ZULWH�WR�WKLV�DUWLFOH�DERXW�DUW�DQG�EDVH�
EDOO�LV�QRW�EDVHG�RQ�P\�VXSSRVHG�ELWWHUQHVV�DERXW�WKH�IDPH�RI �D�UHWLUHG�&XEDQ�EDVH�
EDOO�SOD\HU�ZKR�VKDUHV�P\�QDPH��RU�,�KLV����5DWKHU��LW�KDV�WR�GR�ZLWK�DQRWKHU�DODUP�
LQJ�IDFW��EHLQJ�IURP�+DYDQD��RU�DW�OHDVW�KDYLQJ�OLYHG�KHUH�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ����\HDUV���,�
GR�QRW�VXIIHU�RU�JHW�XSVHW�ZKHQ�RXU�´KRPH�WHDP�µ�WKH�Industriales, loses a game or a 
1DWLRQDO�6HULHV���0\�KHUHWLFDO�SRVLWLRQ�IROORZV�IURP�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�,�KDYH�QHYHU�EHHQ�
a fan of  the Industriales�QRU�RI �DQ\�RWKHU�SDUWLFXODU�WHDP�IRU�WKDW�PDWWHU���,I �IRUFHG�
WR�FKRRVH�VLGHV��,�ZRXOG�UDWKHU�VXSSRUW�´7HDP�&XEDµ�RU�&XEDQ�EDVHEDOO�LQ�JHQHUDO���
0\�XQLIRUP³LI �,�KDG�WR�ZHDU�RQH³ZRXOG�ORRN�D�OLWWOH�HFFHQWULF�EHFDXVH�LW�ZRXOG�
EH�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI �EOXH��UHG��JUHHQ��EODFN��EURZQ��RUDQJH��HWF���DQG�ZRXOG�KDYH�RQ�
LW�WKH�LQVLJQLD�RI �HDFK�RQH�RI �RXU�WHDPV���'HVSLWH�WKLV��,�GRQ·W�VFUHDP�IRU�MR\�ZKHQ�
ZH�GHIHDW�-DSDQ��WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��RU�6RXWK�.RUHD���,Q�IDFW��,·G�EH�LQFOLQHG�WR�DS�
SODXG�WKHP��KDG�WKH\�SOD\HG�D�EHWWHU�JDPH���+DYHQ·W�VRPH�IDVWEDOOV�WRVVHG�E\�-DSDQHVH�
SLWFKHUV�EHHQ�WKH�FDXVH�RI �UHFXUULQJ�&XEDQ�QLJKWPDUHV��DV�ZH�VHH�LQ�WKH�ZRUN�RI �
Reynerio Tamayo"
� ,�GHÀQLWHO\�GHWHVW�ZKHQ�EDVHEDOO��RU�DQ\�RWKHU�VSRUW�IRU�WKDW�PDWWHU��IXQFWLRQV�
ZLWK�LPSXQLW\�DV�DQ�LQVWUXPHQW�RI �FKDXYLQLVP��UHJLRQDOLVP��RU�DV�DQ�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI �
DQ�H[DJJHUDWHG�DQG�[HQRSKRELF�SDWULRWLVP�WKDW�RQO\�HPEROGHQV�ULYDOULHV�DQG�D�IDOVH�
VHQVH�RI �VXSHULRULW\���6XFK�VHQWLPHQWV�DUH�IDU�UHPRYHG�IURP�WKH�IULHQGO\�VSLULW�WKDW�
VKRXOG�JXLGH�FRPSHWLWLYH�VSRUWV���,Q�UHDOLW\��,�GRQ·W�HYHQ�OLNH�VHHLQJ�WKH�´RSSRVLQJµ�
WHDP�ORVH��DQG�HYHQ�OHVV�GR�,�FRQVLGHU�VSRUWLQJ�DGYHUVDULHV�P\�HQHPLHV���,VQ·W�LW�WKLV�
NLQG�RI �HQPLW\��RU�GHVLUH�WR�ZLQ�DW�DOO�FRVWV��WKDW�Reynerio Tamayo�KDV�SRU�WUD\HG�LQ

DYDQW�JDUGH�DUW��OLNH�WKH�Castillo de la Fuerza�3URMHFW��ZKLFK�XQWLO�WKHQ�KDG�VXS�
SRUWHG�WKH�\RXQJ�FUHDWRUV��EHJDQ�WR�FORVH���7KH�DUWLVWV�GHFLGHG�WKDW�LI �WKH\�FRXOG�
QRW�FRQWLQXH�FUHDWLQJ�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�WHUPV��ZLWKRXW�WKH�6WDWH·V�FRQVWUDLQV��WKHQ�
WKH\�ZRXOG�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�FRPSOHWHO\�GLIIHUHQW��DQG�WKDW�ZDV�WR�SOD\�EDVHEDOO���,W�
ZDV�QR�MRNH��DOWKRXJK�KXPRU�KDV�QHYHU�EHHQ�DEVHQW�LQ�WKH�UHEHOOLRXV�DWWLWXGHV�RI �
PDQ\�RI �WKHP��DQG�VRRQ�LW�ZDV�FOHDU�WKDW�WKH�HUURQHRXV�GHFLVLRQV�WKDW�OHG�WR�WKDW�
VRUW�RI �FUHDWLYH�´ZDONRXWµ�ZHUH�WR�KDYH�GLUH�FRQVHTXHQFHV���$OPRVW�LPPHGLDWHO\�
DIWHUZDUG�EHJDQ�WKH�PDVV�H[RGXV�RI �DUWLVWV�WR�0H[LFR��WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��6SDLQ��
9HQH]XHOD��HWF���7KHUHIRUH��ERWK�WKH�ODUJH�SDLQWLQJV�DQG�FROODJHV�E\�$QWRQLD�(LUL]�
LQ�WKH�����V��DV�ZHOO�DV�����·V�El Juego de Pelota��PXVW�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�WZR�KXJH�
VRFLRFXOWXUDO�PLOHVWRQHV�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI �&XEDQ�DUW�
2Q�WKH�ZRUN�La muerte en pelota �'HDWK�E\�%DVHEDOO���LW�LV�HQFRXUDJLQJ�WR�ÀQG�DQ�
DUWLVWLF�H[SORUDWLRQ�DV�ULJRURXV�DQG�DWWUDFWLYH�DV�WKDW�FUHDWHG�E\�José Angel Toirac 
ZLWK�KLV�SLHFH�La muerte en pelotas��OLWHUDOO\�´'HDWK�E\�%DOOV�µ�EXW�UHDOO\�´'HDWK�LQ�
WKH�1XGHµ����7KLV�ZRUN�LV�QRW�RQO\�D�ZHOO�GHVHUYHG�KRPDJH�WR�(LUL]·V�PRUGDFLW\��
EXW�DOVR�RIIHUV�QHZ�SRVVLELOLWLHV�RI �LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI �KHU�LPSUHVVLYH�ZRUN��,Q�KLV�
UHVHDUFK�7RLUDF�XQFRYHUHG�WKH�LGHQWLW\�RI �WKH�EDWWHU��SUHYLRXVO\�DQ�DQRQ\PRXV��
SKDQWDVPDJRULF�ÀJXUH��WKDQNV�WR�KLV�GLVFRYHU\�RI �WKH�RULJLQDO�SUHVV�SKRWR�XVHG�E\�
(LUL]�DV�PRGHO�
� /RRNLQJ�DW�WKH�WRWDO�ER[�VFRUH��LW�LV�FXULRXV�WR�QRWH�WKDW�EHWZHHQ�La muerte 
en pelota��'HDWK�E\�%DVHEDOO���������DQG�El Juego de Pelota��7KH�%DOO�*DPH���������
WKHUH�LV�D����\HDU�LQWHUYDO��DOPRVW�WKH�H[DFW�VDPH�LQWHUYDO�����\HDUV��WKDW�H[LVWV�
EHWZHHQ�WKDW�ODVW�HYHQW�DQG�WKH�FXUUHQW�SDLU�RI �H[KLELWLRQV���������ERWK�RI �ZKLFK�
KDYH�EDVHEDOO�DV�WKHLU�FHQWUDO��EXW�QRW�H[FOXVLYH��WKHPH��Clásicos del Béisbol��%DVHEDOO�
&ODVVLFV��DW�WKH�,&$,&�&XOWXUH�DQG�)LOP�&HQWHU�LQ�+DYDQD��DQG�WKLV�RQH�WRGD\�DW�
7KH��WK�)ORRU�LQ�1HZ�<RUN�&LW\��Robando base: Cuba al bate��6WHDOLQJ�%DVH��&XED�DW�
%DW���
� $UH�WKHUH�DQ\�HOHPHQWV�LQ�WKLV�SDLU�RI �H[KLELWLRQV�WKDW�FDQ�DOORZ�XV�WR�
FRPSDUH�WKHP�WR�WKRVH�RWKHU�WZR�RI ����DQG����\HDUV�DJR"��$UH�WKHVH��SHUKDSV��
FLYLF�UHVSRQVHV�E\�WKH�DUWLVWV�WR�WKH�RQ�JRLQJ�LVVXHV�RI �RIÀFLDO�ODFN�RI �XQGHUVWDQG�
LQJ��UHSUHVVLRQ��DQG�FHQVRUVKLS"��2U�GR�WKH\�RQO\�H[SUHVV�WKH�VDPH�FKURQLF�XQUHVW�
DQG�LQFRQIRUPLW\�WKDW�KDYH�DOZD\V�EHHQ�ODWHQW�LQ�D�PRUH�UHVWUDLQHG��PRGHUDWH��
DQG�WKHUHIRUH�PRUH�SUDJPDWLF��OHVV�GUDPDWLF��RU�´FRROHUµ�ZD\"��3HUKDSV�ZH�KDYH�
JURZQ�VR�DFFXVWRPHG�WR�WKLV�UHDOLW\�WKDW�LW�RQO\�PDNHV�XV�ODXJK"��3HUKDSV�ZH�DUH�
JXLOW\�RI �WU\LQJ�WR�WDNH�DGYDQWDJH�RI �LW"��,Q�DQ\�FDVH��,�WKLQN�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�FRQFOXGH�
WKDW�EDVHEDOO�KDV�KDG�D�ZRUWK\�UROH�DV�DFWLYH�FRPSDQLRQ�WR�WKDW�LPSXJQLQJ��FULWLFDO��
DQG�UHYROXWLRQDU\�VSLULW�ZKLFK�&XEDQ�DUWLVWV�KDYH�EUDQGLVKHG�DOPRVW�SHUPDQHQWO\�
ZKHQ�IDFLQJ�ZLWK�DFWV�RI �GRJPDWLVP��RIÀFLDO�LQWROHUDQFH��DQG�FHQVRUVKLS��7KDQNV�
WR�WKDW��ZH�UHDOL]H�WKDW�WKH�JDPH�LV�QRW�\HW�RYHU�

2UODQGR�+HUQDQGH]
/D�+DEDQD��0D\��WK������

The 8th Floor wishes to acknowledge the artists for their exciting and thoughtful contributions to this 
exhibition—it has been a pleasure to share in the process. 
The collaboration with Orlando Hernández was as always fruitful and continues to be a productive part-
nership. Based in Havana, the insight he provides into Cuban visual culture and his understanding of  
daily life on the island allows us here in New York to continue to present exciting work from new Cuban 
artists. Ted Henken’s astute translation and thoughtful insights, extends the reach of  Orlando’s valuable 
contributions. The dedicated staff  at The 8th  Floor—Anna Gonick, Matthew Johnson, Anjuli Nanda, 
Elise Roedenbeck and Sarah Van Anden—who’s tireless efforts is much appreciated.
Without the generous support and thoughtful contributions of  Shelley and Donald Rubin, this opportu-
nity to share a range of  Cuban voices would not be possible.

'HWDLO��5H\QHULR�7DPD\R��El Cuarto Bate,�������$FU\OLF�RQ�FDQYDV�����[����LQFKHV��
5HYHUVH��$UOHV�GHO�5tR��)URP�WKH�VHULHV�Esperando que caigan las cosas del cielo o Deporte nacional��������2LO�DQG�
FKDUFRDO�RQ�FDUGERDUG�����[����LQFKHV�

WKH�YDOLDQW�&XEDQ�EDVHEDOO�SOD\HU�ZHDULQJ�ER[LQJ�JORYHV�LQ�KLV�DPXVLQJ�ZRUN�Box-
ing Ball"�2U�ZK\�PDVWHU�DQLPDWRU�Juan Padrón�KDV�SODFHG�EURNHQ�EDWV�DV�WKH�VKDUS�
VWDNHV�RQ�ZKLFK�WKH�6DQWLDJR�WHDP�LV�DERXW�WR�LPSDOH�WKH�Industriales, as if  the game 
ZHUH�D�QHYHU�EHIRUH�VHHQ�HSLVRGH�RI �KLV�DQLPDWHG�ÀOP�Vampires in Havana"
� ,W�PDNHV�PH�KDSS\��IRU�H[DPSOH��ZKHQ�D�Á\�EDOO�VRDUV�DQG�EHFRPHV�D�KRPH�
UXQ��QR�PDWWHU�ZKHUH�LW�FDPH�IURP�RU�WKH�FRORU�RU�ÁDJ�RI �WKH�WHDP�WKDW�KLW�LW���,�
GHOLJKW�DW�VHHLQJ�WKH�EDOO�PDNH�LW�RYHU�WKH�IHQFH��RYHU�WKH�ZDOO��HYDGLQJ�WKH�UDLVHG�
JORYHV���7KRVH�DUH�WKH�VDPH�JORYHV�WKDW�WKH�DUWLVW�Arles del Río has placed before us 
DQG�RXU�FRQVFLHQFHV��WR�UHYHDO��VRPHZKDW�´VWDUNO\µ�LQ�KLV�VFXOSWXUHV��WKH�HDJHUQHVV�
RU�LQGROHQFH�ZLWK�ZKLFK�ZH�VRPHWLPHV�H[SHFW�WKLQJV�WR�IDOO�IURP�WKH�VN\��D�´VN\µ�
WKDW�ZDV�RQFH�FDOOHG�WKH�6RYLHW�8QLRQ��EXW�ZKLFK�KDV�QRZ�EHHQ�UHSODFHG�E\�0LDPL�RU�
SHUKDSV�9HQH]XHOD����$QG�DOWKRXJK�LW�LV�WUXH�WKDW�SHUKDSV�´ZH�DOO�H[SHFW�D�Á\�EDOO�µ�DV�
Aristides Hernández �$UHV��KDV�VDLG�LQ�KLV�ZRUN��QRW�RQO\�ZLOO�ZH�KDYH�WR�LQWHUSUHW�
WKDW�Á\�EDOO�DV�DQ�DLUSODQH�ÁLJKW�²*RG�NQRZV�WR�ZKHUH²�EXW�DOVR�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�WR�VHH�
LW�DV�VRPHWKLQJ�PXFK�KLJKHU��VSLULWXDOO\�VSHDNLQJ��EHFDXVH�ZH�GHVHUYH�LW��DQG�ZH�PXVW�
MXPS�WR�UHDFK�LW���,VQ·W�WKLV�WUXH"�
� )RU�P\�SDUW��,�DSSODXG�WKH�SXUH�KRPH�UXQ��WKH�DEVROXWH�´KRPHU�µ�EHFDXVH�,�
WKLQN�LW�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�XQWDPDEOH�VSLULW�RI �OLEHUW\��WKH�H[DOWDWLRQ�RI �WKH�HQHUJ\�ZLWK�
ZKLFK�ZH�FDQ�RYHUFRPH�DOO�FRQÀQHPHQWV��DOO�RSSUHVVLRQV��DQG�OHDYH�EHKLQG�DOO�ERXQG�
DULHV��WUDQVSRUWLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�EH\RQG�WKH�KHUH�DQG�QRZ���8QGRXEWHGO\��WKDW�LV�WKH�LGHD�
UHSUHVHQWHG�²XVLQJ�DUFKLYDO�LPDJHV²�E\�WKH�DUWLVW�Frank Martinez in his painting, 
Otra manera de superar los límites��$QRWKHU�ZD\�WR�RYHUFRPH�OLPLWV����$QRWKHU�RQH�RI �
WKRVH�PHJD�KLWV��WKDW�VHQGV�WKH�EDOO�RXW�RI �WKH�SDUN��IRUFLQJ�XV�WR�VHDUFK�IRU�LW�LQ�WKH�
SDUNLQJ�ORW�RU�WKH�FORXGV��LV�WKDW�RI �WKH�DUWLVW�Alejandro Aguilera��ZKR�KDV�LQYLWHG�
RQWR�KLV�´WHDPµ�QRQH�RWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�IDPRXV�VHOI�WDXJKW�DUWLVW�%LOO�7UD\ORU��$ODEDPD��
������������DQ�LPSRYHULVKHG�IRUPHU�EODFN�VODYH�ZKRVH�ZRUN�LV�DOUHDG\�FRQVLGHUHG�
FODVVLF�DPRQJ�WKH�DUW�RI �WKH�$PHULFDQ�6RXWK���,·P�SOHDVHG�WKDW�D�&XEDQ�DUWLVW�KDV�
GHFLGHG�WR�SD\�KRPDJH�WR�VXFK�D�VLPSOH�DQG�SRZHUIXO�PDQ��ZKRVH�GDUN�DQG�URWXQG�
SRHWU\�IRUFHV�XV�WR�VFRUH�D�WKRXVDQG�UXQV��RU�DW�OHDVW�WKH�VLQJOH�GHFLVLYH�UXQ�RI �WRWDO�
IUHHGRP��EH\RQG�WKH�VPDOO�´GLDPRQGµ�DQG�´ÀHOGVµ�RI �D�EDOO�SDUN����
� :LWKRXW�DQ\�GRXEW��EDVHEDOO�LV�D�JUHDW�JHQHUDWRU�RI �LPSOLFDWLRQV��RI �PHDQ�
LQJV��DQG�FDQ�EH��DQG�VKRXOG�EH��XVHG�DV�D�JUDQG�PHWDSKRU�WR�H[SUHVV�RU�WR�XQGHU�
VWDQG�QRW�RQO\�DUW��EXW�WKH�UHDOLW\�LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�OLYH���,Q�P\�FDVH��P\�OLWWOH�NQRZOHGJH�RI �
WKH�VSRUW�FRXOG�EH�DQ�REVWDFOH�WR�GLVFRYHULQJ�WKHVH�KLGGHQ�PHDQLQJV���7KDW��LQ�WXUQ��
IRUFHV�PH�WR�SURFHHG�OLWWOH�E\�OLWWOH��IHHOLQJ�P\�ZD\�DURXQG��´VWHDOLQJ�EDVH�µ�WR�UHDFK�
WKH�VWLOO�LQYLVLEOH�DQG�SUREDEO\�XQUHDFKDEOH�´KRPH�EDVHµ�RI �WKLV�VLPSOH�WH[W���%HFDXVH��
LQ�DOO�KRQHVW\��ZLWK�P\�NQRZOHGJH�RI �EDVHEDOO��,�FRXOG�QRW�HYHQ�VXVWDLQ�D�ÀYH�PLQXWH�
GHEDWH�LI��E\�FKDQFH��,�WKRXJKW�RI �SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�WKH�PRVW�SUHVWLJLRXV�EDVHEDOO�IRUXP�
LQ�+DYDQD��.QRZQ�DV�´7KH�+RW�&RUQHU�µ�LWV�KHDGTXDUWHUV�LV�WKH�OHIW�ZLQJ�RI �+DYDQD·V�
Parque Central��&HQWUDO�3DUN���D�IHZ�PHWHUV�DZD\�IURP�WKH�ÀUVW�VWDWXH�HUHFWHG�WR�KRQRU�
&XED·V�$SRVWOH��-RVp�0DUWt��WKH�YHU\�PRQXPHQW�WKDW�ZDV�GHVHFUDWHG�E\�D�GUXQNHQ�86�
PDULQH�QDPHG�5LFKDUG�&KRLQJV\�LQ������
� ,�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�WKLV�ODVW�FRPPHQW�LV�D�GHYLDWLRQ��DNLQ�WR�WKURZLQJ�D�FXUYH��
VLQFH�WKDW�HYHQW�KDV�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�EDVHEDOO���+RZHYHU��,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�FRQVLGHU�LW�
RQH�RI �WKH�KLVWRULFDO�IDFWRUV�WKDW�LQÁXHQFHG�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI �WKLV�EDVHEDOO�UHODWHG�RSHQ�
IRUXP��JLYHQ�WKDW�WKH�YHKHPHQFH�ZLWK�ZKLFK�LWV�FXUUHQW�SDUWLFLSDQWV�GHEDWH�WKH�JDPH�
HYRNHV�WKH�ÀHU\�GLVFXVVLRQV�DQG�SURWHVWV�WKDW�WKDW�XQVDYRU\�DFW�JHQHUDWHG�DW�WKH�WLPH�
DPRQJ�+DEDQHURV�DURXQG�WKH�ÀJXUH�RI �0DUWt���7KLV�LV�WKH�VDPH�0DUWt�LQ�ZKRP�WKH�
artist Villalvilla�KDV�YHVWHG�DOO�WKH�VREHU�DWWULEXWHV�RI �WKH�XPSLUH��WKH�-XVW�-XGJH��WKH�
LQIDOOLEOH�UHIHUHH��LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG�IXOO�RI �IDXOWV�DQG�LQIUDFWLRQV�
� 2Q�VHFRQG�WKRXJKW��SHUKDSV�ZKDW�LV�PRVW�QRWRULRXV��DQG�PRVW�PHULWRULRXV��
DERXW�WKLV�IRUXP�LV�QRW�DFWXDOO\�WKH�GHEDWH�RYHU�EDVHEDOO�DW�DOO��EXW�WKH�H[HUFLVH�RI �
IUHHGRP�RI �H[SUHVVLRQ�WKDW�WKLV�GHEDWH�UHSUHVHQWV���,Q�IDFW��WKLV�´+RW�&RUQHUµ�SURE�
DEO\�LV�WKH�PRVW�RSHQ�DQG�SROHPLFDO�VSDFH�IRU�GLDORJ�LQ�WKH�HQWLUH�FLW\��,W�LV�DOVR�OLNHO\�

���$�WUDGLWLRQDO�LOOHJDO�IRUP�RI �JDPEOLQJ�WKDW�FRPELQHV�HOHPHQWV�RI �&KLQHVH�FKDUDGDV��QXPHURORJ\��DQG�
UHJXODU�´QXPEHUVµ�ORWWHU\�JDPHV���7UDGLWLRQDO�&XEDQ�´EROLWDµ�JDPHV�DUH�EDVHG�RQ�GUDZLQJV�IURP�D�EDJ�
RI �����VPDOO��QXPEHUHG�EDOOV���3OD\HUV�W\SLFDOO\�SD\�D�VPDOO�IHH�IRU�D�WLFNHW�WR�EHW�RQ�PDWFKLQJ�WKH�VWULQJ�
RI �QXPEHUV�SXOOHG�IURP�WKH�EDJ��ZLWK�WKH�MDFNSRW�GLYLGHG�DPRQJ�WKRVH�SOD\HUV�ZLWK�WKH�PRVW�PDWFKLQJ�
QXPEHUV�


