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Executive Summary 

Born in Ireland in 1947, Cardinal Farrell joined the Legionaries of Christ in 1966. He studied at 

the Gregorian and the Angelicum seminaries in Rome as well as the Legionary Seminary in 

Salamanca, earning multiple degrees in philosophy and theology. In 1978 he was ordained as a 

Legionary. He was raised by Father Maciel to the leadership position of General Administrator 

and stationed in Monterrey, Mexico, where he fundraised and travelled in Mexico and the USA. 

In 1984 he left the Legionaries for the Archdiocese of Washington, where he worked in parishes 

(1984-86); was assistant, then interim director of Catholic Charities (1987-1988); and secretary 

for financial affairs (1989-2001). In 1995, he was made a Monsignor by Pope John Paul II.1  

Card. McCarrick made him vicar general and moderator of the curia in Mar. 2001, then consecrated 

his as auxiliary bishop in 2002. In 2007 he was appointed bishop of Dallas. In Aug. 2016, Pope 

Francis appointed him prefect of the new Dicastery for the Laity, the Family and Life, and created  

him cardinal in the consistory of Nov. 2016. In Feb. 2019 he nominated him camerlengo.  

Association and Patronage 
Farrell’s career especially advanced under Theodore McCarrick, with whom he lived in a residence 

in Washington, DC. No allegations have been brought forward that Cardinal Farrell knew of or 

helped cover up McCarrick’s abuse. Nevertheless, many credible sources have claimed that 

McCarrick’s abuse was an “open secret”, especially within chancery circles in the eastern United 

States. Cardinal Farrell’s close relationship with McCarrick has therefore prompted questions 

concerning Farrell’s knowledge of McCarrick’s abuses. Archbishop Viganò ’s statements 

asserting that Cardinal Farrell knew of McCarrick’s record of abuse appear to be based on these 

circumstances above rather than any first-hand knowledge regarding Farrell’s complicity. 

Issues of Sexual Abuse 
Farrell is involved in two cases that have raised as yet unsettled questions. First, that of Timothy 

Heines in Dallas. An abuse victim claimed in court that Farrell and his chancery deceptively 

classified a case of underage abuse as a relationship between consenting adults. Second, an Italian 

newspaper, Il Fatto Quotidiano, reported that a case alleging Cardinal Farrell’s sexual misconduct 

has been filed at the Congregation for the Doctrine for the Faith. The four reporters claim to have 

concrete material backing this up, but they have so far not presented their evidence. 
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Financial/Legal Issues 
Cardinal Farrell is generally held to be skilled at managing diocesan finances and administration. 

He has an MBA from the University of Notre Dame and has sat on or chaired numerous 

administrative and financial committees. He was one of the prelates who received financial favors 

from Bishop Bransfield of West Virginia, receiving more than any other individual prelate. 

Transparency 
Farrell has experience dealing with the fallout of the sex abuse crisis in both DC and Dallas. 

Through private interviews with a reporter and through press statements, Cardinal Farrell has 

addressed his relationship with Theodore McCarrick and Fr. Maciel (though the latter only 

cryptically). In these interviews he has de-emphasized his relationship with both. He has not joined 

the many bishops who have called for an investigation into the McCarrick case. 

Theological Priorities and Initiatives 
“Sources in the United States say that from the beginning, Bishop Farrell embraced Francis’ vision 

for the church and is totally supportive of the leadership he is giving in the church and the world.”2 

In Dallas, then-Bishop Farrell was politically active, consistently speaking against abortion and 

the death penalty. At the same time, he has taught that pro-abortion politicians, divorced and 

“remarried”, etc. can receive Holy Communion as their conscience dictates: “people must not 

judge the conscience of others...the Church is for those who have sinned.”  

He actively campaigned for gun control and grew gradually more vocal about the reform and 

relaxation of immigration laws. He has affirmed Church teaching on contraception. He opposed 

the legalization of same-sex marriage in the U.S. through 2015 but has gradually de-emphasized 

this in favor of “accompaniment”. After Laudato Si’, he spoke in favor of environmental 

sustainability. While in Dallas, he accommodated an existing Extraordinary Form parish, but took 

steps to control the Extraordinary Form’s spread as well as that of other ‘traditional’ practices. He 

was noted, especially in Dallas, for cultivating Catholic-Jewish relations.  

Cardinal Farrell has advocated for more diocesan/curial responsibilities to be moved from the 

clergy to the laity. Most notably, he declared that celibate clergy are incapable of guiding couples 

in marriage preparation and that responsibility should be given to trained lay people.  



https://betterchurchgovernance.org/ 
 

FARRELL, Card. Kevin 6 

 
 

Background 

Intellectual Background 

Education 
Cardinal Farrell has a Bachelor of Arts from the University of Salamanca, Spain (1968), a Bachelor 

of Arts from the Pontifical Gregorian University, Rome (1971), a Masters in Dogmatic Theology 

from the Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas, Rome (1976), and a Licentiate of Sacred 

Theology in Pastoral Theology from the same university (1977).3 He also has a MBA from Notre 

Dame, acquired at some time later in his ministry.4 

Publications 
Card. Farrell has written no books. Instead, while in Dallas, he regularly updated a blog, found 

here (in an archived form), and, later, here. He was active on Twitter, posting in English and in 

Spanish. The English page is taken down, but the Spanish page can be found here. The Diocese 

also updated two video pages, on YouTube and Vimeo. In his new Dicastery, Card. Farrell now 

maintains the Dicastery Twitter page, here. He created, but never regularly used, a new public 

Twitter he created on his creation to Cardinal, here, but instead uses a private profile, here. 

Pastoral Background: 

Bishop of Dallas 2007-2016 
Farrell’s 2007 arrival in Dallas corresponded with a massive growth in parishioners—from 

200,000 to 950,000 over 17 years—and the aftermath of a sex abuse crisis in the 90s.5 It is widely 

held that the diocese was in difficulties, especially in vocations: Farrell inherited 203 priests, 25 

seminarians.6  

Farrell launched a campaign of parish visits and meetings with critics. He made lay involvement, 

especially administrative, a focus immediately: the chancery became the “pastoral center”, a full-

time “safe environment director” was hired to run background checks, and two panels of laity were 

assembled: to advise the bishop, and to plan the school system’s future.7  
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He focused on Hispanic outreach (the diocese’s main source of growth), eventually advocating for 

immigration reform.8 He was very outspoken generally on cultural issues.9 He pushed richer 

parochial schools to require community service in poorer parts of town. In 2016, he left 219 priests, 

71 seminarians, and 1.3 million Catholics. 

Prefect for the Dicastery of Laity, Family, and Life 2016-Present 
On Aug. 15th, 2016, Pope Francis, in his Motu Proprio Sedula Mater, ordered the merging of the 

Pontifical Council for the Laity and the Pontifical Council for the Family by September 1st of that 

year.10 Its statutes were approved ad experimentum on Apr. 10th, 2018, and entered in force May 

13th, 2018. These stipulate a secretary (currently Rev. Alexandre Awi Mello, I. Sch.), and, 

uniquely, two lay under-secretaries (currently Dr. Linda Ghisoni, Under-Secretary for the Lay 

Faithful, & Dr. Gabriella Gambino, Under-Secretary for Family and Life).11  

It also stipulates its own members and consultors, both drawn, as much as possible, from diverse 

walks of life and regions of the world (art. 3). Its focuses include World Youth Day (art. 8) and 

the erection of lay movements (art. 7.1) and “new ministries and ecclesiastical offices” requested 

by Episcopal Conferences (art. 6.4). It is directly linked to the Pontifical John Paul II Theological 

Institute, now headed by Archbishop Paglia, the last head of the Pontifical Council for the Laity 

(art. 12). 

In June 2018, his dicastery published its first major document, “Giving the best of yourself”, a 

long discussion about the role of sports in the Church, intended as a groundbreaking pastoral, not 

academic document.12  

The Dicastery has hosted, as one of its main focuses, many conferences. Most recently, in May 

2019, he hosted “Yes to Life: Caring for the Precious Gift of Life in its Frailness” a conference 

about encouraging and supporting mothers with unborn or newborn disabled children.13  

Financial/Administrative Background 
Cardinal Farrell’s first USCCB role was as a consultant to the Committee on Migration, then chair 

of the Committee on National Collections. Later, he was treasurer and chairman of the Committee 

on Budget and Finance. He was president of the New Evangelization of America, and a member 

of the board of directors of the Friends of the Pontifical Irish College, Rome, Inc. 
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Dallas 
Many have described Cardinal Farrell as an able administrator. Jane Belford, the Archdiocese’s 

first lay chancellor, said “I would say he’s been the chief operating officer of the archdiocese. He 

would be very successful in the business world, because he has great skills as an executive.” She 

describes him as orderly, efficient, hardworking (sending emails from 7 AM to 11 PM), and 

familiar with business matters and technology.14  

Farrell focused on funding church construction: “We just finished one in Frisco, in north Dallas, a 

church that seats 1,500 people. It is already filled to capacity.” One reporter attributes this concern 

for ‘spiritual metrics’ to his sharp and effective financial background, both in his diocese and the 

USCCB.15 

In Dallas he fundraised a $130 million capital campaign to make up for shortages in expansion 

funds.16   

Washington D.C. 
On his time in DC: “[Before Dallas,] I had spent most of my life as a priest in Washington DC. I 

knew the archdiocese; I knew everything about the archdiocese. I had worked in the central 

administration. I was head of finances for the Archdiocese. I worked at the Spanish Catholic 

Center. I knew everything there was to be known about Washington.”17 

Mr. Lennon, an ex-Legionary who served for a time as a priest in DC with Farrell, in a statement 

to Better Church Governance: “Kevin Farrell is a gifted administrator, which is what Catholic 

bishops traditionally are...When Mc Carrick arrived on the scene, November 2000, Kevin had been 

there 15 years and was practically running the diocese.”18 [emphasis in original.] 

In 2014, the Dallas diocesan communications chief volunteered to reporters that, in 2007, a 

parishioner had pledged money to buy an episcopal residence near St. Monica’s Catholic Church 

in North Dallas for 1.2 million, adequate for fundraising events. In the next 7 years, between 23 

million and 27 million were fundraised there, then “poured right back into ministries.” The Bishop 

had a chef to prepare meals when he was home “to heat up”, but drives his own car, a 2008/2009 

Toyota Avalon. He has long said he would prefer “a smaller apartment, but the house serves a 

purpose.”19 The house has 6,100-square-foot, with a 1,000-square-foot garage.20 
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Does he sit on any boards or committees? 
In 2016, when appointed, he was chancellor of UD, on the board of trustees of the Papal 

Foundation, the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, CUA, and the St. 

Luke Institute in DC.21 He was president of the New Evangelization of America, and a member of 

the board of directors of the Friends of the Pontifical Irish College, Rome, Inc. He serves on the 

board of CLINIC (Catholic Legal Immigration Network) and is a member of the USCCB 

committees on Consecrated Life, Migration, and Hispanic Affairs.  
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Association and Patronage 

Theodore McCarrick 

Cardinal Farrell chosen by McCarrick 
Cardinal Farrell was pastor at Annunciation Parish. Within two months of his Jan. 2001 arrival, 

McCarrick appointed Farrell as Vicar-General and Moderator of the Curia.22  

This parish assignment predated McCarrick’s arrival: “He briefly returned to parish work, then in 

2001 [under McCarrick] became vicar general and moderator of the curia for the archdiocese, 

being ordained auxiliary bishop in 2002.”23 

In Dec. 2001, Farrell was appointed Aux. Bishop, and consecrated in Feb. 2002 by McCarrick.24 

“Farrell was a figure very close to the now former Cardinal Theodore McCarrick: the Archbishop 

of Washington... therefore shortly after his arrival in the diocese of the federal capital - chose 

Farrell as his vicar general and appointed him auxiliary bishop.”25 

“Farrell was specifically nominated [by McCarrick] as Auxiliary Bishop of Washington.”26 

McCarrick as Mentor 
Prior to 2018 there were many reports of Cardinal Farrell to the effect that, “Cardinal Theodore 

McCarrick was his mentor in the episcopacy...”27 

Cardinal Farrell took the unusual step of honoring McCarrick in his episcopal coat-of-arms. “In 

the upper portion of the shield, gold (yellow) and the lion (red) are derived from the Arms of 

Cardinal McCarrick, whom Bishop Farrell assists as an auxiliary bishop.”28 

The “Open Secret” of McCarrick’s Behavior 
It has been widely reported that McCarrick’s behavior was well known in clerical and media 

circles, especially on the East Coast of the United States: “McCarrick's proclivities were an open 

secret in church circles” .... "It was common knowledge," he said, adding, "It is not a surprise to 

me. I am surprised that some of the cardinals have said they are surprised by this."29 

Regarding McCarrick: “church officials knew for decades that the cardinal had been accused of 

sexually harassing and inappropriately touching adults, according to interviews and documents 

obtained by The New York Times.”30 
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“By the end of that decade, McCarrick’s sexual misbehavior (if perhaps not its full scope) was 

known by enough people that a group of American laypeople went to Rome to petition.”31 

“It has been widely known for several decades that Bishop/Archbishop now Cardinal Theodore E. 

McCarrick took seminarians and young priests to a shore home in New Jersey, sites in New York, 

and other places and slept with some of them. He established a coterie of young seminarians and 

priests that he encouraged to call him “Uncle Ted.”32 

“that Cardinal McCarrick was a sexual predator of some sort was the worst-kept secret among the 

East Coast media covering the church abuse scandal. Even though the McCarrick allegations, if 

true, clearly reflected deep moral corruption in a leading American Catholic figure and were at the 

very least a matter of a man of great power within an organization using that power to compel 

those under him within the organization to satisfy his sexual desires.”33 

Living with McCarrick 
After April 2002, McCarrick shared a renovated parish-attic-turned-apartment with Farrell and 

between two and four other clerics, including, for a time, the other Auxiliary Bishop. “I will be 

living with [Bishop Gonzales] and his associate pastor, as well as with Bishop Kevin Farrell and 

my priest secretaries.”34  

“The top floor has been configured with four bedrooms, [emphasis added] a chapel, an office, 

kitchen, living room, and dining room. McCarrick shares the apartment with auxiliary bishop 

Kevin Farrell and two priest secretaries.”35 This article has recently been resurrected and 

misreported, by sites claiming Farrell and McCarrick lived together, without mentioning the other 

clerics.36 

Farrell: “I lived in the Episcopal residents, where there were six other priests, two bishops.”37 

Archbishop Viganò  
“Cardinal Kevin Farrell, who was recently interviewed by the media, also said that he didn't have 

the slightest idea about the abuses committed by McCarrick. Given his tenure in Washington, 

Dallas and now Rome, I think no one can honestly believe him. I don't know if he was ever asked 

if he knew about Maciel's crimes. If he were to deny this, would anybody believe him given that 

he occupied positions of responsibility as a member of the Legionaries of Christ?”38  
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Ongoing Relationship with McCarrick 
Cardinal Farrell’s relationship with McCarrick continued after his departure from DC. As a single 

example, he was photographed meeting with Card. McCarrick directly after his creation to 

Cardinal.39 

Response, Objections, Clarifications 
There is no known evidence that McCarrick, in covering up for his abuses, used official channels 

of the archdiocese of D.C. or that he committed such abuses while living with Cardinal Farrell.40 

“There was no indication when he was in Washington. I lived in the Episcopal residents, where 

there were six other priests, two bishops. Did I ever know? No. Did I ever suspect? No. Did he 

ever abuse any seminarian in Washington? No. I never went anywhere with him. I was the Vicar-

General, I was the one stuck in the offices all the time, dealing with all the problems. The 

archbishop of the diocese is out and about. He's in Rome, he's in Latin America, all over the 

world.”41 

“The only thing I can tell you about McCarrick— 'cause I was shocked, overwhelmed. I never 

heard any of this before. When… the six years I was there with him-- and I didn't know Cardinal 

McCarrick prior to his coming to Washington DC-- I was a priest of Washington DC. I've worked 

in the Chancery, and in Washington, and, and never--no indication, none whatsoever. Nobody ever 

talked to me about that and I was involved, heavily involved in Washington, in the whole--from 

2000, and sex abuse… Yeah, so I really don't have any knowledge, or anything to add about, more 

than that.”42 

“That might be hard for somebody to believe, but if that's the only thing on your mind, well then 

you'll focus on that. I was focused on running the archdiocese. What Cardinal McCarrick was 

doing here, there and everywhere and all over the world, didn't enter into my daily routine of 

running the archdiocese... At no time did anyone ever approach me and tell me. And I was 

approached by over 70 victims of abuse (in different cases) from all over the United States after 

2002. Never once did I even suspect. Now, people can say 'Well you must be a right fool that you 

didn't notice.' I must be a right fool, but I don't think I am. And that's why I feel angry… If there 

were a complaint, it would have come and I would have discussed it with the (archdiocesan) 

chancellor, who was a woman at the time, a woman who was in charge of victimsand in charge of 

all the telephone calls we would get... There is no record there. Because I would know about it.”43 



https://betterchurchgovernance.org/ 
 

FARRELL, Card. Kevin 13 

 
 

Fr. Marcial Maciel 
Farrell occupied a high administrative position with the Legionaries: “[He] joined the Legionaries 

of Christ in 1966. He studied theology at the University of Salamanca in Spain, the Gregorian 

University and the Angelicum in Rome...He served as chaplain at the Catholic University of 

Monterrey in Mexico while also acting as general administrator of the Legionaries of Christ with 

responsibilities for seminaries and schools in Italy, Spain, and Ireland.”44 The General 

Administrator, along with certain other officials attend “the General Chapter...by virtue of their 

office”, indicating a position that answered directly to Fr. Maciel.45  

J. Paul Lennon, a former member of the Legion and colleague of Brian Farrell, stated that Kevin 

Farrell knew Maciel “on a personal basis”. He would have met Maciel in Connecticut, and earlier 

in his studies at the Legion Mother House in Rome, where Maciel stayed for 3-month periods. He 

was given the job of bus driver for classes at the Gregorian and personal chauffeur to Card. Pironio. 

“[Fr. Maciel] had collaborators, people he trusted to ‘get the job done.’ Kevin was one of them.”46 

When they reunited as ex-Legionaries in DC, he shared that, “his last assignment was in 

Monterrey, Mexico, where he was spiritual director to a group of prominent businessmen who 

were members or being groomed to belong to the Legion's lay organization, Regnum Christi.” The 

Card. Pironio of Mr. Lennon’s statement later ordained Farrell, in 1978. 

Lennon gave a statement to Better Church Governance, (the full text of which is found in the 

appendices) which states: “[Kevin] joined Legion in 1966 and did his novitiate in the Dublin 

suburbs, at the Legion Novitiate in Stillorgan… In 1970, Kevin was sent (by Fr. Maciel) to the 

Legion center in Woodmont, CT, USA to help with fundraising and/or recruiting.  He and others 

spent time working for and occasionally relaxing with Fr. Maciel when Our Father visited that 

‘front’. He may have been there for a couple of years before going to Rome for his ‘graduate 

studies’...Occasionally he was one of Fr. Maciel’s entourage and was privy to some of the 

deliberations ‘the superiors’ would engage in... Towards the end of his Legion career (1980 on) 

Kevin was sent to Monterrey, Mexico (thus away from Maciel’s inner circle and the action) 

...However, around 1984, Kevin needed some urgent -and justified- family leave. Maciel would  
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not allow it. This inhuman treatment rankled Kevin, I believe, and because of this and other reasons 

(maybe some criticism or disagreements with LC policies and procedures; a possible argument 

with Maciel) he must have started planning to leave. His (our) good friend, (then Father) Declan 

Murphy...helped his fellow Dubliner make the move.”  

Jack Keogh, another early recruit from Ireland, who shared the driver assignments with Farrell, 

affirms their unique status in the Legion, both as rare opportunities for freedom, and favors given 

by Maciel, often to high-profile members who were doubting their vocation. He confirms Farrell’s 

chauffeuring of Card. Pironio, and that Kevin Farrell and David Owen, Dubliners, were sent to 

Connecticut for the first heavy recruiting of American candidates.47 He includes an anecdote about 

a Dubliner “Kevin”, that he seems to identify elsewhere with Farrell.48 The Legionary bus from 

Salamanca to Rome had a hatch for contraband (electronics for the seminary, spirits for high-

ranking supporters). On Kevin’s first trip, he was concerned about the contraband. Keogh got him 

to listen to music (forbidden by Legion rules) and eat out. They witnessed a car wreck and stopped 

to arrange help until authorities arrived. Before this, Kevin had survived a serious car wreck, 

accompanying an old cardinal home. This Cardinal was presumably Cardinal Ildebrando 

Antoniutti, the only 20th century Italian Cardinal to die in a car accident.49 

Farrell first visited the US in 1967, “fundraising for the missions in Latin America.”50 

Response, Objections, Clarifications 
 Farrell: “I never knew anything back then. I worked in Monterrey, and maybe I would have met 

Maciel once or twice, but I never suspected anything . . . I left the Legionaries because I had 

intellectual differences with them.”51 

Bishop Brian Farrell 

Evidence of Association or Patronage 
Brian Farrell is Kevin Farrell’s older brother. He ordained 1969 into the Legionaries of Christ and 

worked in the Vatican Secretariat of State for 20 years under Cardinals Casaroli and Sodano. In 

2002 he became a bishop. Logically, Kevin’s Farrell’s connections within the hierarchy come 

through his time in the Legion of Christ and at the Secretariat of State.52 
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The vast majority of Bishop Brian Farrell’s time as a Legionary working at the Secretariat of State 

coincided with the tenure of Cardinal Sodano; the Cardinal who appears to have done the most to 

cover up for the abuses of the Legionnaires founder.53 

Kevin Farrell would stay with his brother Brian in Rome, as indicated by his report of the day he 

learned he would be a cardinal.54 

Cardinals Tobin, Cupich, Wuerl, and Maradiaga 

Evidence of Association or Patronage 
According to Archbishop Viganò , the appointments of Blase Cupich to Chicago and Joseph W. 

Tobin to Newark were orchestrated by McCarrick, Maradiaga and Wuerl, united by “a wicked pact 

of abuses” by the first, and at least of coverup of abuses by the other two. Their names were not 

among those presented by the Nunciature for Chicago and Newark.55  

Viganò also groups him among those supporting James Martin, S.J.: “Father James Martin, S.J., 

acclaimed by the people mentioned above, in particular Cupich, Tobin, Farrell and McElroy, 

appointed Consultor of the Secretariat for Communications, well-known activist who promotes 

the LGBT agenda, chosen to corrupt the young people who will soon gather in Dublin for the 

World Meeting of Families, is nothing but a sad recent example of that deviated wing of the Society 

of Jesus.”56 
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Evidence of covering-up for sexual abuse 

Case 1: The McCarrick Case: Washington D.C./New Jersey 
See section on patronage. 

Case 2: Timothy Heines Case: Dallas 

Summary 
 In 2015, a Dallas parishioner reported well-documented abuse by Fr. Heines to the Diocese, 

culminating in 2008, when he was no longer a minor. The Diocese immediately removed Fr. 

Heines, publicizing the removal as abuse of “a consenting adult.” The victim claims he told Bishop 

Farrell and M. Edlund, the chancellor, of instances of abuse that occurred when he was still a minor 

and has opened a lawsuit. The Archdiocese claims that the victim only described a “father-son 

bond” gone wrong and did not mention the instances of abuse. Under then-Bishop Farrell, the 

Diocese’s mishandling of the investigation may have violated their own sexual abuse policies and 

proper protocols, established in the 90s. On May 24th, 2019, the suit was dismissed by the court.57 

Evidence 
Fr. Heines was active in youth ministry and known in the diocese as a preacher. In 2008, the 

diocese funded his doctorate at CUA.58 A lawsuit filed in May 2018 against the diocese of Dallas, 

Texas claims that Fr. Timothy Heines “sexually, emotionally, and physically abused” a younger 

man from middle school to after high school, beginning in 1998 and ending in 2008. The lawsuit 

claims that Bishop Kevin Farrell in handling the case in 2015, “refused to acknowledge the sexual 

abuse John Doe suffered as a minor” and did not report it to the Diocesan Review Board, referring 

to John Doe as a “consenting adult” in an announcement of the priest’s dismissal.59 The case went 

to trial in June; the diocese had already started the process of laicization.60 The case demonstrates 

a possible violation of Canon Law, in mishandling a case involving the abuse of a minor, and of 

diocesan policy established after the 1990’s Fr. Rudy Kos scandal.61  

Response, Objections, Clarifications 
Bishop Kevin Farrell did not have a response, but the diocese in its response has claimed, “In those 

conversations [with Mrs. Edlund and Bishop Farrell], Plaintiff never once told the Diocese that the 

Priest had sexually abused him as a minor.  Rather, the Plaintiff alleged a father-son bond that he  
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had developed with the Priest, which he had since come to view as inappropriate and which was 

betrayed when the Priest allegedly sexually abused Plaintiff as an adult—in his 20s—after the 

Plaintiff and the Priest became inebriated at a bachelor party.”62 

Case 3: Fr. Mallinson and Fr. Speiser: Dallas 

Summary: 
In 2002, a pornographic chat site for gay priests was exposed by the group “Roman Catholic 

Faithful”, along with 2-3 Dallas priests identified in the process. One priest, Rev. Garner, left the 

priesthood. Fr. Mallison (and, according to Barbara Krallis, Fr. Speiser) remained in ministry 

without issue. In 2008, Fr. Mallison was reassigned to a new parish, where parishioner Barbara 

Krallis, using petitions and reporters, fought the diocese to have him removed. Bishop Farrell 

ultimately acquiesced, but the diocese initially fought to retain the priest, claiming (incorrectly) 

that Fr. Mallison left the site when it became pornographic. Ms. Krallis later claimed that, prior to 

the Fr. Mallison incident, she forced Farrell to remove Fr. Speiser from ministry for the same 

reason.  

Evidence: 
As Bishop, Farrell inherited two priests that had been caught in 2002 in the pornographic chat 

room for homosexual priests, St. Sebastian’s Angels. Fr. Arthur Mallinson had served without 

issue at St. Francis of Assisi, but when Farrell assigned him to a newly constructed parish, St. 

Michael’s, parishioner Barbara Krallis first protested to the diocese, then started a petition and 

media campaign. On May 13th, 2008, Fr. Mallinson resigned. The diocese claimed he had 

withdrawn in 2001 when it turned pornographic, which contradicts the site’s actual timeline.63 

In 2016, Ms. Krallis claimed that, prior to the Mallinson incident, she also forced from Farrell the 

resignation of Fr. Tom Speiser, on the same charge: “When I contacted Bishop Farrell about [Fr. 

Speiser], Farrell wrote back, attacked me, saying I was part of the problem because I did not speak 

up. I sent him a large file of copies of all of my letters sent to him and to the previous Bishop 

Grahmann, complaining about my sodomite pastor over the years. I told Farrell if he didn’t remove 

him immediately, I would publish my letters...”64 Fr. Tom Speiser was stationed at St. Joseph’s 

Catholic Church in Richmond from 1996-2006; it is unclear what assignment, if any he had during 

the time Ms. Krallis claims this took place.65 
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Responses or Objections 
Diocesan response currently unverified. 

Case 4: Congregation for the Doctrine for Faith File: Rome 

Evidence: 
An Italian newspaper, Il Fatto Quotidiano, reported that “[a case] on the auxiliary bishop of 

Washington, Kevin Joseph Farrell, is said to have been filed at the Congregation for the Doctrine 

for the Faith in the Vatican, at the Dicastery that is responsible for investigating sexual and other 

crimes against good morals, which, if not rebutted, would fall squarely on the Pope like a boulder. 

Farrell [was] appointed directly by Bergoglio to head the Dicastery of the Family.”66 

Responses or Objections 
No Known Response 

Thwarting Procedures/laws Designed to Limit Sexual Abuse 

Evidence: 
See Timothy Heines Case. He is credited with helping clean up and heal the sex abuse scandal in 

DC and Dallas, especially in the wake of the Kos scandal. 

Responses or Objections 
No Evidence of Response 
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Evidence of Financial/Legal Corruption 

Case 1: The Gift from Bishop Branfield 

Evidence of Financial corruption 
On June 5th, 2019, as evidence came forward of Bishop Branfield of West Virginia’s financial 

mismanagement and history of abuse, it was reported that Farrell received two gifts totaling 

$29,000 for expenses related to his apartment in the Vatican. Bishop Branfield had used $350,000 

of diocesan funds in various gifts.67 Branfield had served as a priest in DC from 1979 to 2005, and 

had McCarrick as a Co-Consecrator at his consecration as bishop.68 By June 7th, Farrell had 

pledged to return the donations to the diocese. Bishop Branfield had used $350,000 of diocesan 

funds in similar gifts.69  

Responses or Objections 
Farrell’s spokesman clarified to the Washington Post that he had received donations for the same 

purpose from other clerics and laymen. Archbishop Viganò , clarifying his own involvement, 

stated that such gift giving was a common but idiosyncratic feature of the American episcopate.70 

Thwarting Procedures/laws Designed to Limit Financial Administrative 
Corruption 

Evidence 
No Known Evidence 

Thwarting Procedures/laws Designed to Limit Abuse/Corruption 

Evidence 
No known Evidence 

Financial/Administrative Corruption 

Evidence 
No Known Evidence 
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Positive Evidence of Opposing Corruption/Abuse 

Are there examples where he made a stand against corruption, either when it was 
unpopular within the hierarchy, secular government, or the larger society? 
While Cardinal Farrell was very active politically while in Dallas and continues to be politically 

active as the head of his Dicastery, he has generally not focused either on the abuse crisis or 

corruption generally, ecclesiastical or secular. Nevertheless, he was considered an episcopal 

candidate for both Pittsburgh and Dallas, and it is commonly proposed that his experience dealing 

with abuse cases in the Washington chancery was pivotal in his ultimately being assigned to 

Dallas.71 

Possible Response Objections. 
None. 



https://betterchurchgovernance.org/ 
 

FARRELL, Card. Kevin 21 

 
 

Transparency 

Has he answered pertinent questions about credible allegations of abuse/corruption? 
When accusations against priests arose during his time in Dallas, he regularly responded either in 

press conferences or Diocesan statements from his chancellor.72 He commented on the McCarrick 

case three times. 

Has he answered these questions from skeptical members of the press, or only ideological 
‘allies’? 
Cardinal Farrell has only, as far as can be found, answered questions about a specific allegation in 

the McCarrick case. In this case, he gave a brief recorded statement to Catholic News Service, 

followed by longer interviews with America Magazine and The Tablet. However, this sampling 

size involves some selection bias, as Cardinal Farrell has generally not given interviews, since his 

election, to so-called “conservative” papers like the National Catholic Register or the Catholic 

Herald.73 

Transparency of Governance? 

Has he gone on the record to publicly request, transparency from other members of the 
hierarchy regarding these same pertinent questions? 
Cardinal Farrell has not publicly endorsed transparency. 

Has he worked to answer difficult questions, such as changing of practices, closing of 
parishes or schools, etc.? 
He is generally credited for effective governance in Dallas, and he successfully managed the 

closing of some under-performing institutions. He also worked hard to ensure lay involvement and 

representation in Diocesan governance. While in the Curia, he has generally criticized lay 

discomfort with changes in doctrinal emphasis or praxis, insisting that the actions and words of 

the Pope are “the Holy Spirit speaking to us.”74 
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Financial Transparency 

Has he implemented structures to ensure financial transparency in his Diocese or area of 
governance? 
Aside from answering, through Diocesan representatives, questions about the new Episcopal 

residence and his vehicle, Farrell took no steps towards financial transparency in Dallas. He did, 

however, commission a report about the Dallas parochial school system, outlining its financial 

state and future.75 

Transparency and Sexual Abuse in the Church 

Has implemented structures or procedures to improve transparency regarding cases of 
abuse and abuse investigations, such as releasing the names of credibly accused priests in 
his diocese or area of governance? 
While the Bishops of Texas released lists of credibly accused priests, this was done after Farrell’s 

tenure in Dallas. 
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Controversies and Disputes 

Amoris Laetitia and the Dubia 

Amoris Laetititia 
In April 2016, he wrote positively of Card. Schonborn’s remarks on the dispute, summarizing Pope 

Francis’ answer as affirming that he offered hope “of returning to the Eucharist for divorced 

Catholics remarried without annulments.”76 

When Card. Farrell was asked about Archbishop Chaput’s pastoral guidelines for implementing 

Amoris Laetitia, that divorced and remarried couples should be accepted but not given the 

Eucharist, he said:  “I don’t share the view of what Archbishop Chaput did, no. I think there are 

all kinds of different circumstances and situations that we have to look at - each case as it is 

presented to us…I think that is what our Holy Father is speaking about, is when we talk about 

accompanying, it is not a decision that is made irrespective of the couple.”77 

Cardinal Farrell has strongly encouraged study groups of Amoris Laetitia at the parochial level.78 

In an interview, Farrell stated: “I think that the document Amoris Laetitia is faithful to the doctrine 

and to the teaching of the church. It is carrying on the doctrine of Familiaris Consortio of John 

Paul II. I believe that passionately. Basically, this is the Holy Spirit speaking to us… [On its divine 

inspiration] We need to be consequential here. I firmly believe this is the teaching of the church. 

This is a pastoral document telling us how we should proceed. I believe we should take it as it is." 

He went on to say that divorced and remarried individuals should be included "in all the ministries 

of the church. That doesn't mean that I'm telling you that they should receive Communion. That's 

a process of discernment and of conscience."79 

The Dubia 

Cardinal Farrell has been one of the most vocally supportive of the Pope during the Dubia affair, 

but has declined to clarify or restate that support when the Register has reached out to him.80 

From his interview with The Tablet: “Farrell says that those who oppose Amoris Laetitia are a 

small minority…his dicastery has information that shows that the Pope’s presentation of the  
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Church’s teaching is widely accepted by dioceses. The opposition to it exasperates him. “You have 

two people who are divorced and remarried. Are they outside the Church forever? There’s no 

redemption whatsoever? None? You mean to tell me that Christ and Christ’s redemption didn’t 

work for those people? No. There is nothing in Amoris Laetitia that is contrary to the Gospel. What 

does Francis do? He goes to the Gospel. Look at every chapter, it’s straight out of one of the 

Gospels or the letters of St. Paul.”…he adds firmly: “There is no correction to be made.” When it 

comes to Communion for remarried divorcees, Farrell points out that it is not a question of an 

individual asking a priest for permission; it is a process of discernment that could take several 

years. Every case is different, he says, adding: “It depends on the people. Fundamentally, this is 

about encountering people where they are.”81 

Other Controversies or Disputes 

The “Filial Correction” 
Farrell, asked by Catholic News Service about the “filial correction” said: “No, he is not a heretic… 

[the traditionalist Catholics behind the filial correction] use any excuse just to attack him.”82 

Endorsement of JusticeRevival 

In 2010, when Farrell endorsed the ecumenical JusticeRevival conference in Dallas, laity 

expressed their concern. While the conference centered around helping the homeless, the 

organization that founded it (and its founder particularly) emphasized a solely ‘social justice’ 

definition of Christianity, and, more concretely, encouraged political compromise on abortion, 

instead proposing expanded contraception access as the best way to fight abortion.83 

Sister Joyce Rupp, Dr. Richard Gailladetz Incidents 

In Feb. 2010, Sister Joyce Rupp was scheduled to speak at five parishes in the Diocese of Dallas. 

Some laity and clergy expressed concern to the bishop and the Diocese, as she is a public advocate 

of women’s ordination and New Age spirituality. In response to the concerns, the Chancellor Mary 

Edlund issued a response: “Bishop Farrell has not found any [sic] Ecclesiastical Sanctions 

concerning Sr. Joyce Rupp. Therefore, the bishop will not interfere with the five parishes who 

have invited Sr. Rupp here at Seton.”84 That same year, St. Mark’s Catholic Church in Plano 

scheduled Dr. Gailladetz, known for his dissent with Church teaching over contraception and gay 

marriage. Similar complaints were lodged, to no effect.85 
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Pastoral/Theological Priorities 

1: Moral Teachings: Marriage, Family, and Sexuality 

The Defense of Marriage Act 
“The Justice Department has stopped defending the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) and has 

filed legal briefs claiming that supporting the law could only be motivated by bias and 

prejudice...In each of these instances and others, Catholics and other individuals and institutions 

are being prohibited from the free practice of religion by being forced by government actions to 

participate in or provide support in situations that are in conflict with their religious beliefs.”86 

Same-Sex Unions 
“[This represents] a further drifting of our society into one of secular convenience where morality 

is equated with civil law, and efforts continue to legislate and adjudicate Judeo-Christian moral 

standards out of existence.”87 

“[Obergefell v. Hodges] reminds us of the attempt in 1894 by the Indiana State Legislature to 

redefine pi in order to make it possible to square a circle. Fortunately, the bill did not pass. The 

legislators recognized that even the government cannot change the laws of nature by fiat.”88 

At a 2016 Convocation of Priests, then-Bishop Farrell endorsed the local LGBT ministry “Always 

our Children” over Courage, which some local Catholics considered controversial. It bases its 

ministry on the now-repudiated 1997 USCCB document, “Always our Children”, and is associated 

with New Ways Ministry.89 The ministry was abruptly cancelled by his successor, following 

complaints.90 

In April 1, 2017 representatives from CTCEW “decided to build bridges with many 

Roman/Vatican institutions” in preparation for their 2018 conference, where speakers advocating 

LGBT change in the Church featured prominently. They met with the Pope, who gave a written 

blessing to the conference. During their Rome visit they also met with six cardinals, including 

Card. Farrell in his new role. Farrell was not among the Cardinals who spoke at the conference.91 
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Sources suggested to NCR that Farrell may have been responsible for “the removal of five pictures 

of same-sex couples from preparatory booklets for WMoF2018, circulated to Irish parishes before 

Christmas.”92 Later, the words of Bishop David O’Connell that “we have all sorts of configurations 

of families now”, including same-sex families, were also removed from a preparatory WMoF 

online video.93 In response to Irish officials’ calls for LGBT inclusion in the events, Farrell said, 

“This encounter… is to promote the Christian concept of marriage, and the Catholic concept of 

marriage, and will focus on that. All people are invited, we don’t exclude anybody. I hope that 

[WMoF] will bring family values back to life again.”94 

In February 2018, Card. Farrell refused to approve three speakers for the Voices of Faith Catholic 

women’s conference, which the Vatican had hosted for the previous four years. Speakers Mary 

McAleese, Ssenfuka Joanita Warry, and Zuzanna Radzik are all strong LGBT rights advocates.95 

Farrell commented, “[these things are] presumed to be sponsored by the pope…[After learning] 

what the event was about, it was not appropriate for me to continue to sponsor such an event... we 

are always open to dialogue...”96 

Farrell wrote an endorsement of Fr. James Martin’s controversial book, Building a Bridge: “A 

welcome and much-needed book that will help bishops, priests, pastoral associates, and all church 

leaders, more compassionately minister to the LGBT community. It will also help LGBT Catholics 

feel more at home in what is, after all, their church.”97 

Contraception 
“Catholic agencies in other states have had to stop offering adoption services when faced with 

regulations forcing them to allow same-sex couples to adopt. Catholic institutions are gradually 

being pressured to provide contraceptives and abortions in medical plans and provide spousal 

benefits to gay couples. The freedom to hire only Catholics for certain positions in our schools and 

agencies is being challenged.”98 

“Both HHS and USAID are increasingly requiring Catholic and other non-government agencies 

receiving funds to include condom distribution as part of full reproductive services...Catholics and 

other individuals and institutions are being prohibited from the free practice of religion...”99 
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In June of 2012, the Diocese of Dallas under Farrell sued the Obama Administration over the 

federal requirement for contraception in insurance coverage, along with 43 other Catholic 

institutions.100 He spoke out repeatedly in favor of the suit.101 Nevertheless, when Farrell was asked 

by Judge Clay Jenkins to encourage uninsured Dallas citizens to get insurance through the 

Affordable Care Act, he agreed (and made an impression). Speaking in retrospect, he said: So I 

disagree with some aspects of [their plans]. But not for that reason am I going to take away health 

care from so many people.”102  

In 2012, Melinda Gates announced she would promote contraceptives in poor countries. In a 

Newsweek interview, she claimed the Ursuline nuns of her Dallas high school called her to 

congratulate her and assure her she was “living under Catholic values.”103 The academy issued a 

statement praising Ms. Gates for her work “from her conscience” while affirming the school’s 

commitment to the Church’s teachings.104 Bishop Farrell issued a statement: “Human life and the 

duty and privilege of transmitting it are not limited to the horizons of this life only… Artificial 

contraception violates the meaning of this gift...Every Catholic has a serious responsibility to 

inform themselves about this teaching and to form their consciences in its light.”105 

Domestic Violence 
In March 2013, then-Bishop Farrell spoke at the 10,000 Men Rally Against Domestic Violence 
event.106 
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II: Moral Teachings: Abortion and the Death Penalty 

Abortion 
Bishops Farrell and Vann of Dallas and Fort Worth issued an Oct. 8th, 2008 joint statement, that, 

“To vote for a candidate who supports the intrinsic evil of abortion or 'abortion rights' when there 

is a morally acceptable alternative would be to cooperate in the evil – and, therefore, morally 

impermissible.”107 This was criticized as an implicit endorsement of John McCain, the Republican 

candidate.108 

Bishop Farrell gave a short speech at the 2010 Dallas March for Life (full text in Index): “We must 

never give up. So many--50 million people--have already lost their lives, because so many people 

have stood on the sidelines in this issue. We must never give up…” He spoke every year at the 

march.109 

In October 2010, dissident priest Charles Curran was scheduled to give a talk at SMU in Dallas, 

criticizing the US bishops for “claiming too much certitude for their position on abortion.” Bishop 

Farrell issued a statement directly, if mildly, criticizing the talk, which the Catholic student center 

posted online and disseminated by email and bulletins.  Curran responded by accusing Farrell of 

“gross injustice to me and my good name.”110
		

In 2015, Farrell spoke on the CPLC’s 22nd Annual Bishop’s Pro-Life Dinner: “[it] provides an 

opportunity to respond to Pope Francis’ call to prepare for the Year of Mercy by responding to the 

Gospel mandate to reach out to the poor, the imprisoned, the immigrants, the homeless, the elderly 

and the unborn…”111 

He marched and spoke at the 2016 March for Life: “Please join us in this observance of the 

Supreme Court decision that has resulted in the loss of so many innocent lives. Help us by 

marching to make our community aware of the need to reverse this tragic decision and come 

together with us in prayer for life.”112 

As Prefect for the Dicastery of Laity, Family, and Life, he hosted a conference in May 2019 to 

address the issue of pregnancies threatened by disabilities. The aim was “to offer reflection and 

formation from a scientific perspective and with pastoral concern…[and] to promote ‘a genuine 

welcoming culture’ for those diagnosed with fetal pathologies.”113 
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Death Penalty 
(note: some entries under “Abortion” also include protest of the death penalty.) 

“The increasingly strong public opposition to the death penalty, even as an instrument of legitimate 

social defense, is a sign of hope...the Pope reminded [us] that, “The commandment “You shall not 

kill,” has absolute value and applies to both the innocent and the guilty.”114 

“That same evening, the State of Texas carried out its 500th execution since 1982, when the state 

resumed imposing the death penalty... This represents] a further drifting of our society into one of 

secular convenience where morality is equated with civil law, and efforts continue to legislate and 

adjudicate Judeo-Christian moral standards out of existence.”115 

III: On Church Governance and Reform 

The Role of the Laity 
At the Belfast Faith & Life convention in Sept. 2017, Farrell called for lay study-groups on Amoris 

Laetitia and training to lead marriage prep. Priests educated in principles have “no credibility when 

it comes to living the reality of marriage.” In a follow-up interview, he expanded: “You can’t have 

lay-people just talk about marriage unless they are trained to do it...” About marital questions in 

his own family: “I have no experience of that, and the majority of priests don’t have that 

experience.” He emphasized that married participants at the Synods insisted on such changes.116 

From his interview with Salt + Light: “As you know, Pope Francis believes---and it is part of our 

theology, from the beginning of time--that laypeople are, by the mere fact that they are baptized, 

they’re co-responsible for the Church… We have [in the US] ...many priests who don't believe lay 

people could be possible to prepare people for marriage. My answer to that is, well if you're a 

priest, chances are you've never lived and never walked the walk of married life…. Priests are the 

teachers. They are the ones that bring the Word of God to reality. But marriage is a human 

institution and it's a spiritual institution. The lay-people take care of the human part of it, and the 

priest takes care of the spiritual element….The priest cannot wash their hands of the, you know, 

the preparation...You have to go back to Pope Francis when he was Archbishop of Buenos Aires. 

He is a man that understands the reality of human life. How it's lived on a day to day basis. He 

wanted to call a Synod...because he believed that evangelization--and a cure, as we could say, of 

the world's ills--was based in the family life...”117 
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During a 2018 interview with Irish Catholic Magazine, Intercom, Farrell, as prefect for the 

Vatican’s Dicastery for Laity, Family, and Life, stated: “priests are not the best people to train 

others for marriage… they have no credibility; they have never lived the experience; they may 

know moral theology, dogmatic theology in theory, but to go from there to putting it into practice 

every day....they don’t have the experience.” 

Vocations 
When discussing his theological priorities when he came to Dallas in 2007 with the National 

Catholic Register, Farrell said that his priorities were first to foster vocations, then to better teach 

the faith, and finally to build bigger churches, as low vocations made new churches impossible.118 

Communion for Pro-Choice Politicians 
At the Faith and Life convention in Belfast, Sept. 30, 2017, Cardinal Farrell, referencing his time 

in DC, said that “people must not judge the conscience of others while demanding that the church 

refuse communion to politicians who do not fully uphold church teaching.” CNS in a follow-up 

interview specifically asked about refusing communion to Pro-Choice politicians. Farrell said, “the 

church is “for those who have sinned” and that redemption is for all.”119 

Communion for the Divorced and Remarried 
From a 2016 Interview: “We need to be a little more like Jesus was...He knew the prodigal son, 

yeah, but yet, he didn't ask him a question. He embraced him and he received him back. Of course, 

all the good Catholics are complaining, you know, in the person of the eldest son. You know, 

“Hey, what about us?” ...We need a more loving, a more caring Church. When we keep pushing 

rules and regulations all the time, well, you know, none of us are good at following rules. And 

perhaps we have emphasized, you know, rules and regulations to excess.”120 

See also the section on Amoris Laetitia. 
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IV: Pastoral/Political Teachings: Gun Control, The Environment, 
Immigration 

Gun Control 
“What the discussion on gun control needs is fewer strident voices and more common sense...none 

of these rights...are absolute. All must yield to the common good.”121 

“America is the most “gun crazy” society in the world...Gun safety and the common good have 

been sacrificed for Americans’ demand for individual freedom...When will we ever learn?”122 

“President Barack Obama’s executive actions...are first steps… Sadly, Texas has… [embraced] 

the cowboy mentality that permits the open carrying of guns...In accordance with the law, the 

Diocese of Dallas will prohibit the possession of any weapon in any facility....”123 

In January 2016, Farrell banned all guns, open or concealed, from diocesan property.124  

The Environment 
“I commend Pope Francis for this encyclical, Laudato Si’, and hope those who read it will accept 

it as call to conversion and action...It is the obligation of the Church to speak out when it perceives 

an imminent threat to ecology and its impact on countless numbers of people...The pope reminds 

us that we are all responsible for the world we live in and makes clear that concern for the 

environment is no longer “optional” for believers but a moral obligation.”125 

Teachings: Immigration 
When he arrived in Dallas, he was already known for his experience dealing with immigration and 

sexual abuse issues.126 At the end of his Dallas episcopate, he cited his DC experience as formative 

for his beliefs on immigration.127 

“The so called “Sanctuary Cities Bill” passed by the Texas House is at best ill-conceived and at 

worst racist. I join the other Texas bishops of the Texas Catholic Conference in registering my 

dismay at the action of the House...How short our memory is. The story of Texas is a history of 

immigration, much of it “illegal” ...You cannot hold back the sunrise, but you can keep your eyes 

closed.”128 In 2012, Farrell identified aid to illegal immigrants as a religious liberties issue.129 
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In May 2010, Farrell blessed a rally for immigration rights.130 In May 2013 he led another such 

rally. He gave an address, saying, “This nation was founded and built on immigrants, and we must 

continue to always welcome the immigrant in our midst.” He continued in Spanish, praying that 

the government would “accept and treat every person with justice.”131 

Before Farrell, many Hispanic Dallas parishes could only do communion services due to a priest 

shortage. Farrell brought priests from Latin America to fill the gap and pushed Holy Trinity 

Seminary to recruit more bilingual seminarians. In regard to immigration ministry, the diocese 

mentions the rebuilding of St. Cecilia, foundation of Cristo Rey Catholic school, construction of 

low-income apartments, and creation of Spanish-language resources (including a diocesan 

magazine). Half of his parishioners are immigrants, hence his Spanish/Vietnamese advocacy. 

Farrell on immigration: “Los inmigrantes viven constantemente en temor. Algunos están aquí 

legalmente, pero todos tienen un primo o un amigo que quizás es indocumentado. Es una 

preocupación también.”132 

V: Liturgical Teaching and Governance 
As Bishop of Dallas, Farrell worked hard to increase confession times, which were previously very 

rare across the diocese.133  

Extraordinary Form & Latin Ordinary Form 
In 2007, in response to Summorum Pontificum, Bishop Farrell released a statement that he would 

establish a committee to “assess” requests to celebrate the Extraordinary Form, but suggested that 

such requests, compared to ‘national parishes’ were secondary.134 This technically went beyond 

episcopal authority allowed by Summorum Pontificum Art. 1, 5.1, and was reportedly interpreted 

so by some priests.135 Nevertheless, by 2012 there were five churches doing some form of a full 

“Latin Mass” at least monthly.136 

In 2010, Farrell dedicated the FSSP parish Mater Dei’s new building, devoted to the Extraordinary 

Form.137  

On June 14, 2011, following a few months of interest, Bishop Farrell allowed a Latin Ordinary 

Form Mass to start at St. Mark’s, on Monday evenings. Attendance started at 158, but gradually 

decreased.138 There was some concern that Bishop Farrell had kept it from being listed on 

bulletins.139 When attendance reached 35-40, it was cancelled, ending on Sep. 10, 2013.140 
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Appendices 

Appendix i: J. Paul Lennon Interview 
1.    What was the initial nature of the Farrell brothers' recruitment? As I understand it, they 

were in the first class of Irish recruits for the Legion, and both very quickly rose to positions of 

prominence. What do you know of their initial recruitment and first years there? 

TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE 

Both brothers were recruited out of Irish Christian Brothers High School in Dublin, age 17-18. I 

am a contemporary of his older brother, Brian, who is about my age b. 1943; Brian and I, and 

Kevin if I am not mistaken, were recruited by a Mexican Legionary seminarian (masquerading as 

an ordained priest!)  called Santiago Coindreau - one of the few Legionaries at that time who spoke 

fluent English. Brian and I joined on July 1, 1961, travelling to a house in Bundoran, Co. Donegal, 

Ireland. Brian and I, together with 6 other Irish-born recruits travelled with founder, Fr. Marcial 

Maciel, to Salamanca, Spain, via Lourdes, France, on August 26, 1961, we began our Novitiate, 

taking the habit on September 15, 1961 in Salamanca. 

Kevin is a few years younger and joined Legion in 1966 and did his novitiate in the Dublin suburbs, 

at the Legion Novitiate in Stillorgan (?) … 

-         In the Legion, seminarians are or were strictly separated by their level of Studies. A novice 

has no contact with a Humanities student; neither of these have contact with Philosophy students. 

Philosophy and Theology students, and ordained priests are similarly segregated. So, I, being more 

advanced than Kevin, would have little or no contact with him during his whole Legion trajectory. 

I might have played soccer against him at the Rome center when I was a theology student and he 

was a philosophy student. 

I only met Kevin in a normal way in 1985 when we both were transitioning out of the Legion to 

the diocesan priesthood in Washington DC. 

Brian and I were separated after a few years when he was sent on some assignment out of the 

‘house of formation’: I believe it was as Novice Master at the Legion’s Novitiate in Connecticut. 

We coincided again during our studies in Rome and were ordained on the same day, November 

26, 1969 
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2. What was the nature of their interaction with Fr. Maciel? Specifically, to what extent is 
Card. Farrell telling the truth when he says, "I may have met him once or twice"? 
Short answer, Kevin would not shoot himself in the foot, or jeopardize his ecclesiastical career by 

admitting he had a more than casual relationship with Fr. Maciel. 

Brian and I, being the privileged 1st generation of Irish-born, English-speaking recruits to the 

Legion had some contact with Fr. Maciel who gave us special attention at the beginning (to 

encourage us to persevere in our vocations). Brian has a quiet, intellectual disposition and inclined 

to harmony in his relationships. He has never rocked the boat with his Legion superiors; but as a 

Vatican employee he has much freedom and does not depend on the Legion. As a bishop he has 

obliged the Legion by ordaining some Legionaries to the priesthood. 

Bear with me, as I wax philosophical in trying to understand Kevin Farrell’s personality and modus 

operandi. An Irish word comes to mind Giolla, leading to the surname Mac Giolla (Anglo McGill, 

meaning son of the devotee of), an (arms-bearing) servant, a faithful master’s servant. It also 

conjures up The Godfather’s “consigliere”, counselor, right hand man. And also in Kevin there is 

the ambition and the skill to ‘scale the corporate ladder’ and reach a leadership position. He is the 

man who gains the boss’s confidence (by hard work, knowing how to please, being efficient, 

maybe even ruthless when needed). He has that knack. And the knack has got him to cardinal in 

the RC Church, by gaining the trust of Pope Bergoglio. 

That is the way Kevin was in the diocese of Washington DC under Cardinal Hickey (beginning in 

1984) and later with Cardinal Mc Carrick (much has been made of his relationship with the latter), 

but the one who gave me, Kevin and other former Legionaries a way into his diocese was Cardinal 

James Hickey. Kevin began his Washington diocese career working in a couple of parishes as 

Associate Pastor; then became head of the Spanish Catholic Center (?), Catholic Charities; from 

there to head of diocesan finances with an office at diocesan headquarters; and thence to auxiliary 

bishop….  
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When later assigned as bishop of the diocese of Dallas he became his own boss, the man in charge 

of the whole operation, implementing US bishops and Vatican guidelines, cleaning up priest 

problems, straightening out the finances. Perhaps his fidelity to Rome and his pastoral concern for 

the poor and Hispanics brought him to Pope Francis’ attention. During his stint in Texas, Kevin 

embraced unpopular causes occasionally and stood firm (e.g., gun control, immigration, social 

equality). 

Going backwards to his time in the Legion -1966 to 1984-: 

the boss in Rome where Kevin studied philosophy and theology (1967-1974?) leading to priestly 

ordination was Legion Director General Fr. Marcial Maciel. Kevin had a working relationship with 

Fr. Maciel and gained Fr. Maciel’s trust to some degree. He landed the “prestigious” job of being 

one of the Legion’s Roman College drivers. This meant taking care of the Mercedes Benz coach 

that took us to and from the Gregorian University Monday – Friday. He could not have done that 

without Maciel’s approval. And being a driver also gave him some time away from the routine of 

strict community life. Occasionally, the bus had to be taken to Germany for maintenance… I would 

not say Kevin was a stickler for rules, as a religious but in the words of one his contemporaries he 

was “shrewd at pleasing his superiors.” 

Four years after joining the Legion, in 1970, Kevin was sent (by Fr. Maciel) to the Legion center 

in Woodmont, Connecticut, USA to help with fundraising and/or recruiting.  He and others spent 

time working for and occasionally relaxing with Fr. Maciel when Our Father visited that ‘front’. 

He may have been there for a couple of years before going to Rome for his ‘graduate studies’. 

During his (1970-80) stage in the LC, Kevin would have cooperated with Fr. Maciel and had more 

access to him than regular “fringe” members (such as me!).  Occasionally he was one of Fr. 

Maciel’s entourage and was privy to some of the deliberations ‘the superiors’ would engage in. 

3. What happened that led to Card. Farrell's departure from the Legion? Had he had a 
rough career there? 
Kevin had a relatively easy time in the Legion because of little perks he would earn. But ‘easy’ is 

relative; because the Legion lifestyle, especially during the training period, is very tough for 

everyone: so many rules, so little freedom, being monitored closely all the time, being cloistered, 

little access to the outside world, so much discipline, asking for permission, strict obedience… 
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Towards the end of his Legion career (1980 on) Kevin was sent to Monterrey, Mexico (thus away 

from Maciel’s inner circle and the action) to work as a chaplain to university students and to 

contribute to the spiritual training - retreats, etc. - of the wealthy businessmen belonging to the 

Legion’s Regnum Christi lay movement. (Speculation on my part: this may have been a kind of 

demotion for Kevin. Maciel, a capricious, despotic and exploitive leader had a way of shafting 

people he lost interest in or felt were no longer useful, or could be dangerous to his agendas and 

interests…) 

Kevin’s life would have been relatively pleasant in Monterrey. He would have enjoyed the 

comradery with the men. Kevin is a down to earth, practical, man’s man. 

However, around 1984, Kevin needed some urgent -and justified- family leave. Maciel would not 

allow it. This inhuman treatment rankled Kevin, I believe, and because of this and other reasons 

(maybe some criticism or disagreements with LC policies and procedures; a possible argument 

with Maciel) he must have started planning to leave. His (our) good friend, (then Father) Declan 

Murphy, had made a good transition out of the Legion into the diocese of Washington DC, and he 

helped his fellow Dubliner make the move. When I hit Washington DC on my way out of the 

Legion in Feb 1985, Kevin was at National Airport to pick me up. He and Declan and others were 

very kind, helpful and supportive of me during my 4 years in that diocese, until I took my leave of 

absence in 1989 

Summing up, I want to make it clear that I believe Kevin is an ethical person, with good principles 

and values, and a real asset to the person or institution he is working for.       Occasionally, 

he has told a lie to protect his church career. Kevin Farrell is a gifted administrator, which is what 

Catholic bishops traditionally are. 

4. As a related note, what has Bishop Brian Farrell's relation to the Legion been since that 
time? 
He keeps his distance. He knows the Legion’s modus operandi and ‘questionable practices.’ He 

also does not want to oppose the Legion because he knows they are powerful and can be nasty. 

5. There is one last, specific question. Do you know if Card. Farrell had any pre-existing 
friendship with Card. McCarrick before he left the Legion? I only ask because, if he did 
not, their mentor-mentee relationship sprang up remarkably fast. 
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Kevin Farrell had no pre-existing relationship with Arch or Card Mc Carrick prior to leaving the 

Legion. Remember, Cardinal Hickey was the one who received Kevin, gave him his first 

assignments and his first positions. Check your dates here. Kevin arrived in Wash DC in 1984 and 

worked with Cardinal Hickey until Hickey’s retirement (2000).  I believe much has been made, 

and erroneously so, of Fr. Kevin’s relationship with Mc Carrick; a kind of a witch-hunt related to 

clergy sexual abuse. 

When Mc Carrick arrived on the scene, November 2000, Kevin had been there 15 years and was 

practically running the diocese. 

Kevin is made auxiliary bishop of Washington December 28, 2001 

Kevin was consecrated by Mc Carrick on February 11, 2002 and served until 2007 as moderator 

of the curia and chief (vicar-general). 

Mc Carrick did not ‘make’ Kevin a bishop. He ordained him a bishop; which is not the same thing. 

Kevin’s appointment comes from the Vatican based on his merits prior to Mc Carrick’s arrival in 

Washington, DC 

Kevin is 5-6 years auxiliary bishop under Mc Carrick until being appointed bishop of Dallas by 

Pope Benedict XVI, March 6, 2007. 

Mc Carrick would have been very happy to have Kevin around, what with Mc Carrick’s dalliances 

and his many official commitments local, USA and foreign. People tend to forget just how 

secretive and diabolically astute sex abusers of all kinds can be. On the other hand, a person, Kevin 

Farrell in this case, is not a sex abuser o accomplice by association. 

I do not know where Mc Carrick and Farrell lived during those years. Or whether they were the 

only ones living at that location. Maybe you have more precise information. This information 

might shed some light on the issue of their ‘closeness’ or ‘mentoring’. 
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The fact that they lived under the same roof does not mean much. I lived in similar arrangements 

at the parish house of St Matthew’s Cathedral on Rhode Island Avenue, Washington DC for 4 

years with several other priests. We had meals together, we each had a suite-room which we never 

shared, and we were never privy to each other’s private lives. One young priest at the house was 

struggling with his sexual identity and would go out at night, but none of his companion priests 

paid any attention -except perhaps the pastor. If Kevin was living under the same roof as 

McCarrick, it would have been McCarrick’s job to monitor Kevin, not vice versa. Kevin would 

have minded his own business. 

I am of course interested in whatever you are willing to tell me (and understand that there 
may be things you would prefer not to). If there is any documentation of this history that 
you have access to and would be willing to provide, I would be similarly interested. 
Thanks, 

J. Paul Lennon, 

Member of LC 1961-1984; diocesan priest Washington DC 1985-89; leave of absence of one year; 

laicized with dispensation from celibacy circa 1991. 

Graduated with PhL, and STL degrees from Gregorian University, Rome, 1970 

MA counseling Catholic University of America, 1990 

Licensed Professional Counselor, Health Department, Virginia, USA since 2010. 

Presently married and living in Guatemala, Central America. 

Publications: 

Our Father Maciel who are in Bed, A Naïve and Sentimental Dubliner in the Legion of Christ, 

2008 

Fr. Marcial Maciel, Pedophile, Psychopath and Legion of Christ Founder, from RJ Neuhaus to 

Benedict XVI, 2nd edit. 2012. 
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Appendix ii: Transcript of Salt + Light Video Interview 2017141 
Rosica: Cardinal Kevin Farrell, today we’re filming this on October the 11th, 2017. One year ago, 

today, what were you doing?  

Farrell: One year ago, today, I had just arrived a day before to Rome, and for two days, perhaps, 

before I was jet-lagged. I got up late and I was going to go out to lunch with my brother who lives 

in Rome, Brian.  

Rosica: Right, Brian.  

Farrell: Yeah who lives in Rome and he always sits down and watches the Angelis on television, 

even though he lives overlooking— 

Rosica: I should say, Brian’s a bishop as well. 

Farrell: Yes, Bishop. So, but he lives overlooking the square. But we were sitting watching the 

television and I had just come from the United States. I, you know, was tired and really wasn't 

interested. I didn't think the Pope was going to say anything big, important. And all of a sudden, 

he started, he said there's one— after he had finished usual discourse on the Angelus— he reached 

into his pocket and he pulled out a page. And then he started to read, and he said, “I have decided 

to make certain members Cardinals of the Catholic Church.” And, you know, we all thought—I 

for example, I know I had bet twenty dollars in the United States with another bishop that Blaise 

Cupich would be the American one; there would only be one American.  

Rosica: So at least he won that bet.  

Farrell: I won the bet, yeah but when I won the bet I just stood up and walked out because I knew 

I wouldn’t know-- because they wouldn't be Americans. So, I got to my room and all of a sudden, 

I hear my brother’s shouting, you know, for me to come back, that the Pope just read out my name. 

That's how I found out I was going to be a Cardinal. 

Rosica: This is part of the communications reform.  

Farrell: Yes, I mean, I thought that, you know, well at least somebody would have told me a couple 

of days beforehand, but no, I had no idea.  

Rosica: let's roll the film back a little bit because it's a rather remarkable story. Kevin Farrell, priest 

of the Archdiocese of Washington, running a very important Hispanic Center, and from  
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Washington, Auxiliary Bishop. Cardinal Hickey and Cardinal McCarrick, and you know, you, you 

really had your place in Washington. I remember you telling me once that you felt very good to 

go to the Opera and go to the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. And you got a phone call 

to go to Dallas Texas, so no more operas. Now you're going to the rodeo.  

Farrell: Exactly. It was quite-- it changed--quite a cultural shock for me to go from that, from 

Washington DC. I had spent most of my life as a priest in Washington DC. I knew the archdiocese; 

I knew everything about the archdiocese. I had worked in the central administration. I was head of 

finances for the Archdiocese. I worked at the Spanish Catholic Center. I knew everything there 

was to be known about Washington. And so, you know, all of a sudden I get this call one day, and, 

you know, the Nuncio wants me to go over on my way home, because I lived with the archbishop 

which was just a couple of doors away from the Nunciature. I go home and there is the Nuncio. It 

was Archbishop Sambi at the time, and he said, “ah, I have great news for you.” And he said to 

me, “yeah, the Holy Father think you would be very good if you went to Dallas.”  

Rosica: What was the year? What year, was this?  

Farrell: 2007? It was probably in around March 2007 because I knew for a couple of months before 

I went to Dallas. You know I kept saying to him, “are you sure? Dallas? Dallas, Texas? I mean, 

usually a bishop in the United States that's an auxiliary bishop--I imagined I would go to some 

place, you know, in the region, in the area. He said, “Dallas, Texas.” I'm saying, “Dallas, Texas? 

Where's Dallas, Texas?” Well, I knew where it was, but, I mean, it was just--I was stunned.  

Rosica: Let's talk about those Dallas years, because you distinguished yourself as a bishop in the 

United States. First of all, at a very critical moment in history you inherited some very difficult 

situations. You turned them around, you won the respect of your brother bishops, you were the 

treasurer, if you will, of the United States Catholic Bishops Conference, did a pretty good job in 

Dallas, and you were comfortable there.  

Farrell: I was. I was very comfortable in Dallas. And when I got the word to move from Dallas, I 

had been ten years in Dallas, and I had gone through some difficult years. At the beginning it was 

a very difficult situation, as most people know who understand the history of the Church in the 

United States and the beginning of the year 2000. But I had managed, somehow, you know, with 

the grace of God, to endear myself to the priests and to the people and we began to grow. I spoke  



https://betterchurchgovernance.org/ 
 

FARRELL, Card. Kevin 41 

 
 

Spanish, I spoke English, and I just was very comfortable there. We had just finished the capital 

campaign and I raised 135 million dollars for the Diocese, mainly for education and for charitable 

work, and for the restoration of the Cathedral in the city, which was actually falling down at the 

time. And so, I was very comfortable there. For me to leave Dallas was a great sacrifice. I have to 

be honest and tell everybody: I remember the day distinctly, the day the Pope called me. It was the 

10th of May, and I went into my office at about 7:30 in the morning and my Secretary, who usually 

arrived about that time, I said to her, “look” --and the Nuncio is calling me, and I need to finish 

this report, and that I never liked to do. I, you know, always the last minute. And so I said, “no 

telephone calls, nobody comes into my office.” so about 9 o'clock she comes running into my 

office, which is very much unlike her, and, Elsa is her name, and she kept, she tells me, “the Pope's 

on the phone! the Pope wants to talk to you. the Pope's on the phone!” And I'm saying outside, 

“it's not the Pope, the Pope doesn't make telephone calls.”  

Rosica: So you think!  

Farrell: The Pope is not going to pick up, okay? How would he know who I am?” I mean, I had 

never met Pope Francis. I'd been at an audience, but I never really met him, and she kept insisting, 

“no, he, he sounds exactly like he does on television.” She is… “And he spoke to me in Spanish.” 

So that made me think twice, because the person I thought it was that was just playing a game 

doesn't speak Spanish. And so, I pick up the phone, I'm about to say--I can't repeat what I was 

about to say—but, and all of a sudden, I hear this voice, you know, and this Argentinian Spanish 

accent. It's saying, asking me how I was and, you know, how was Dallas, and blah blah blah. And 

I'm saying, “is this really the Pope?” I'm saying to myself… And we go on, we have a conversation 

for maybe 10 minutes, and he says, “I really want you to come to work and wrong with me. And 

I'm saying, “Holy Father you've got… you made one big… your staff… I didn't say he had made 

a mistake! I was diplomatic enough to say, “you're looking for my brother Brian who works in the 

Vatican, and he lives over there, he works there, he, and he says, “oh no, I know Brian.” It was my 

brother. And he says, “no, I don't want him. I want you. I need you to come over here.” So, the 

conversation went on and on, and he said to me, “well, you think about it for three days, but you 

can only talk to your spiritual director. You cannot talk to anybody else.” And so, all of a sudden, 

I'm relieved, because I said to myself, “he'd never called me back.”  

Well three days later he called back, but by that time I had my five arguments. I remember two or  
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five points that I was going to use in this discussion, why I should not leave Dallas and why I 

definitely would not be good in Rome. And he, at the end of my five argument, he is listening, he 

says, “you've done your homework and, well, why don't you come over and talk to me?” Well I 

didn't want to hear that because I knew that, if I ever sat in front of him, I would be at a great 

disadvantage. 

Rosica: At that point you knew about him, from the outside, you saw the beginnings, you saw the 

excitement, you saw the world responding. When you sat before Pope Francis, at Santa Marta, I 

presume.  

Farrell: It was at Santa Marta.  

Rosica: What was so compelling, or what was his convincing factor that made you leave 

everything?  

Farrell: Oh, he was so simple. I mean, I walked in--as you know, Saint, Santa Marta-- I walked 

into Santa Marta and all of a sudden, a guard, a Swiss guard, comes over to me. You know, wants 

to know who I am, et cetera. And I say, “well I'm Bishop Kevin Farrell from Dallas, Texas,” and 

he said, “yes un momento.” And I'm standing off to the side and, all of a sudden, the elevator opens 

and there's Pope Francis. He came down and he said, “come on, let's go up to my office,” you 

know, which is one floor up. I believe we went up in the elevator we walked into his sitting-room. 

He sat down there, you know, and he just talked to me. He talked to me, he talked to me like he 

was my grandfather.  

I had liked Pope Francis from the time he was elected, from the time he walked out on that balcony. 

And everything he said, and everything he did appealed to me. It was just so…when I sat there in 

front of him and he began to explain to me a little about how he was going to reform the Curia, 

and what he needed to do--and he really wanted me to help him-- I began to ask him, “well why 

did you pick me? I mean, how did you go to Texas yet, not New York, not Philadelphia, he went  

all the way down to Texas. I mean with no disrespect to Texas, but I just never thought-- And he 

said, “oh, I know all about you, and this that and the other thing,” and I talked to a few people, he 

would never tell me who, of course., 

Rosica: If you’d be ready to get them! 
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Farrell: But all of a sudden, he-- that was it. I ended up-- and then I couldn't say a word to anybody, 

from May to August 16 when the announcement was made public. 

Rosica: You've been entrusted with the largest department. I think, you know some people talk 

about the Doctrine of the Faith or they'll talk about the Congregation of Bishops, but you have this 

new merged dicastery. Your department of Laity, Family, Life. In other words, you have all human 

beings.  

Farrell: All human beings, all of Humanity.  

Rosica: “I am the prefect of all of humanity.” It's quiet, there, it's very good on your CV. You 

know, I knew the Pontifical Council for the laity. I knew about the work of the Office of the Family 

and the Pontifical Academy for Life, and it's now all under your watch. What, what does this 

mean?  

Farrell: Well, I would say two things to that. First of all, and one has to put that into the perspective 

of Pope Francis and-- He believes that Laity, the Laity, live, the majority of laypeople live out their 

lives as Christians in the sacrament of marriage, and marriage gives way to life. And so, for him, 

this is just a natural, you know, coordination: that of three separate departments, that is all part of 

one thing. In the past, Pontifical Council for Laity was, basically took care of Lay Movements, 

sorry, that was Ecclesial Movements. The Ecclesial Movements that, after the Council, that 

became very important. And the work is very important. But as Pope Francis said to me, “99.9% 

of the Catholic people don't even know what— 

Rosica: Lay movements, Ecclesial… 

Farrell: Laity, lay movement, yes. So, he said, “I want you to take care of the 99 others.” 

Rosica: So, in other words, this Reform, this reforming vision of the Pope regarding your 

Dicastery, and even integral human development, it's not just a matter of downsizing, it's not a 

matter of saving money, but it's a vision.  

Farrell: Ours is increasing.  

Rosica: there's an ecclesial vision that’s being pronounced here. 
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Farrell: Absolutely. And the same thing in the Department on Marriage and the Family. Our main 

task was to respond mainly to government's changing laws that affected marriage. Now, it is more 

to promote among Conferences of Bishops the need to prepare people for marriage in life, whether 

they be Christian Catholic, non-Catholic, whatever. But to promote that marriage and family are 

the basic fundamental principle of society, and we need to protect it, and we need to make it 

stronger, and we need to make it viable in the world, and in the culture today. So, a lot of our work 

goes into looking at programs of formation, and how to deal with them, etc. But it is also--Pope 

Francis wants to make a shift of lay people involved in helping lay people in facing the challenges 

in married life. For example, he was very interested in programs that we should promote for the 

preparation, premarital preparation, as we call it.  

Rosica: Which was a major theme at the two Synods on the Family, that they're uneven right across 

the world, and so under your office you're to give a new impulse.  

Farrell: A new impulse it is, and above all we’re to introduce the Laity--as you know, Pope Francis 

is, believes---and it is part of our theology, from the beginning of time, that laypeople are, by the 

mere fact that they are baptized, they’re co-responsible for the Church, just priests and you know 

we're--their co-responsible with us for the Church. Pope Francis wanted to make sure that we 

promoted laypeople as the mentors or guides or helpers to teach marriage preparation courses and 

to walk with people in the first years of marriage.  

Rosica: on that point you've taken some heat lately, because you said a very important thing with 

which I agree with 100%, that those who are teaching marriage preparation, the best teachers are 

married people.  

Farrell: Of course.  

Rosica: Why?  

Farrell: Why? Because in many parts of the world we have priests who do all the teaching of 

marriage preparation. We have in my own country, in the United States, many priests who don't 

believe laypeople could be possible to prepare people for marriage. My answer to that is, well if 

you're a priest, chances are you've never lived and never walked the walk of married life. Whereas 

laypeople who are married, who have been, you know, had the experience of married life, who are 

trained to be mentors, and trained to be guides, they are the most appropriate people to teach other  
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people about marriage.  

Rosica: let me ask you this. What do we know about this? ‘Cause we have a lot of priests that 

watch these series, and I agree wholeheartedly with what you're saying, what then is the role of 

the ordained minister, the male ordained minister in marriage preparation and family life? What, 

what can we do?  

Farrell: We can always, we are the teachers. Priests are the teachers. They are the ones that bring 

the Word of God to reality. But marriage is a human institution and it's a spiritual institution. The 

laypeople take care of the human part of it, and the priest takes care of the spiritual element. And 

certainly, you cannot have marriage preparation without the spiritual aspect, also. The priest does 

the spiritual. It's not an either/or situation. It is, we need laypeople to guide and to be credible 

witnesses. Priests do not have credibility when it comes to living married life.  

Rosica: Thank you, I’ve always felt that. 

Farrell: And, therefore, and you know, we need it. But there is a role for the priest. The priest 

cannot wash their hands of the you know the preparation. There is a spiritual preparation, also. It's 

a sacrament they have to be involved in that. But perhaps, many times, how we live this argument 

and daily life and the challenges faced-- I always remember, which I thought was hilarious, Pope 

Francis standing up there and saying, “yeah, it's okay for you to throw plates at each other.  

Rosica: Make sure you say you're sorry at the end of the day.  

Farrell: Yeah! But you can throw plates. But only a layperson can do that, that's experienced 

married life. 

Rosica: You’ve become a very articulate spokesperson, presenter of Amoris Laetitia, which is the 

Apostolic Exhortation, the fruit of those two synods, basically we have a three-year synodal 

process. Why is Amoris Laetitia so important for the church today. It's a major Church teaching.  

Farrell: yes, it is so important because, I believe the whole experience of Pope Francis-- you have 

to go back to Pope Francis when he was Archbishop of Buenos Aires. He is a man that understands 

the reality of human life. How it's lived on a day to day basis. Remember, it was Pope Francis who 

used to get on the bus every day and go to the office. It was Pope Francis who used to listen, as he 

himself has said, to all the football scores on the bus in the morning time. He used to listen to the  
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husbands complaining about the wives, and the wives complaining about the husbands and the 

kids, and the whole lot. He understands the reality of human life. And, to me-- and when he wanted 

to call a Synod, which dates back to our Parrhesia, because he believed that evangelization--and a 

cure, as we could say, of the world's ills, was based in the family life. So, it was obvious he was 

going to call two synods. And so, he called a synod as soon as he could. But he wanted one thing 

special about the Synod, and that is consultation with real, down-to-earth married people. And 

there was. It's the same way now, with the new Synod that he called the Synod on young people. 

Rosica: Tell me about that. What is it that young people—faith and discernment. You were part of 

a brilliant television program at Salt + Light. A program that was a national consultation. Would 

you say that the Synod on Youth is the natural two-pronged flowering of the Synods on the Family? 

Farrell: Yes. It is a natural consequence, I believe, that Pope Francis, from the time he called the 

first Synod, which there were two parts of-- the first Synod on the family, he knew to the next 

Synod had to be about young people. Because you can't talk about marriage and family and not 

talk about those who were going to be married and who are going to have families within the next 

few years. To the young people. And he also realized a great disconnect between the church's 

teaching and communication with young people, and the church. When we had that program, 

where we had people from all over Canada talking about, you know, the church and talking about 

the Synod on youth.  

Rosica: Yeah. We're showing on the board a couple scenes of that dynamic program, that dialogue 

and you listen.  

Farrell: Yes. But one thing I heard was the disconnect between the church teaching, the Word of 

God, and how young people relate to that teaching. We--one person, I believe it was in Vancouver, 

who stood up and said--but I'm not sure but I think I remember-- stood up and said, “you know, 

we don't learn anymore by priests, by the Church pushing a catechism on us or telling us, you 

know, ‘here's the teaching of the church’ you know, we learn today on our iPhones in a hundred 

and forty characters. And the Church needs to be present in that world. We have a message to give. 

We have to communicate it in a way that young people hear and listen to it. And that's what, 

perhaps, our mistake has been. 
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Rosica: I think that your work is cut out for you. This has been quite a learning curve. In one year, 

from nice, comfortable, quiet Dallas in the rodeo, to Piazza San Pietro and Piazza San Callisto and 

presiding over all of humanity. Now let me ask this question, because I know a lot of people who 

know you, and I know—there’s a certain equanimity and affability, clarity and humor. What keeps 

Kevin Farrell going in the midst of all of that stuff in Rome? 

Farrell: That's a really difficult question to ask. Yeah, I knew I should have expected that. But, 

yeah, I don't know. I--from the time I saw Pope Francis walk out on that balcony.  

Rosica: What was it about that night? I was there. What, what did, what struck you? 

Farrell: To me what struck me was his simplicity. And I remember saying to myself--I was 

watching on television. I remember saying, “he's not dressed to come out. It's--he was in a simple 

white cassock, right, not dressed. 

Rosica: Yeah, he didn’t have the whole getup on.  

Farrell: Yeah, yeah. And then he said, “well, before I do anything, I want you all to bless me and 

pray for me.” And then, when I saw the way he interacted, to this day I have seen Pope Francis in 

meetings, I have been in private meetings with him, I—being in general meetings with him—I've 

been seeing him quite a bit in the last year. There's something happens to Pope Francis that I cannot 

describe. When that Jeep on Wednesday morning goes under, as you know very well, the arch and 

into the square, he's, like, transformed here. And then all of a sudden, he's down there, he's getting 

out of the Jeep. 

Rosica: That's incredible.  

Farrell: And he's picking up people. He has a love for Humanity and his whole message of 

compassion, of mercy, of understanding of forgiveness is what the world needs today.  

Rosica: You know, what I think a lot of people are trying to figure him out. This is a Pope from 

the third world, a pope from Latin America, a Pope from Argentina, a pope from Loyola with all 

that Jesuit stuff. You know, what I tell people is, “no, this is a pope from Galilee.”  

Rosica: Yes, that's all he's doing. He's imitating a big story, yes. And to me, you know, today is 

John XXIII’s feast day. I can relate. John XXIII was just the Pope. I was young and in Ireland at 

the time and, but John XXIII had that same simplicity, that same, you know, love for Humanity,  
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that same care, that same understanding, and he wanted you to, you know, give new life to the 

Church. I see Pope Francis in the same light. He's that simple pastor who sees people who suffer, 

sees people in pain, and he wants to help them, he wants to bring the love of Christ and the 

compassion of Christ to all people. And that to me, you know, they're both similar in that way. Not 

that the other Popes weren't, but they had other dimensions and other issues to deal with in the 

history of the Church. But to me Pope Francis--something happens to him when he encounters 

those people. I mean how often have we both seen him, you know, pick up people who have some 

terrible disease, kiss them, embrace them? I've seen it with tears in his eyes, when he's looking at 

people. I mean, you have to kind of, you know-- at least I'm Irish. We never really show our 

emotions. So, you have to step back, you know, and you watch it. It's 

Incredible. 

Rosica: Cardinal Farrell, I think I have an idea now of why Pope Francis went to Dallas. He needs 

to form a team and he's chosen quite well on behalf of all of us at Salt + Light Television, I want 

to thank you for today. I want to thank you for that incredible National Forum that we hosted here. 

and I have a feeling we'll be doing a lot of other things together. You have the prayers of Canada, 

especially of the young people of this country. 

Farrell: well thank you. I thank you so much for your life of communicating the Word of God 

through Salt + Light to all the people of Canada and beyond, and I think that this is a great ministry, 

and I pray to God that you will continue to be as successful in the future as you've been in the past. 

Thank you. 

Appendix iii: #TFImoments-Cardinal Kevin Farrell (Jul. 11, 2018)142  
His great appeal to people, I believe, who are not involved in religion or the Catholic faith in any 

way is the fact that what he speaks, he lives. When he talks about caring for the poor, and caring 

for the immigrants, and caring for the unfortunate of the world he actually does it. And he does it 

personally. He doesn't, you know, give an order. He goes out there and does.  
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To me, it was stunning. Today I saw him pick up a gentleman who was suffering from a terrible 

disease and he picked him up and he kissed him. It spoke volumes. And I know, when he did it, I 

know… In the local newspaper where I was in Texas, that was portrayed on the front page. Why? 

Because it was Francis. It was… He was not going to just preach and tell you one thing, but what 

he tells you, he lives. And he's not going to ask us to do anything that he himself would not do. I 

think that's the great attraction. 

Appendix iv: Bishop Farrell at March for Life – Dallas, 2010143 
It's so appropriate that we are standing here today, 37 years after a journey that began right across 

the street. And we pray in our hearts and in our souls that it won't be necessary to be here next 

year--but I would hope to God that we will not only be here, but we would double the number of 

people that we have at the moment. We must never give up. So many--50 million people--have 

already lost their lives, because so many people have stood on the sidelines in this issue. We must 

never give up. We may become tired. We may become weary. We may feel that there is no more 

hope. We may lose hope.  We cannot do it: we have to keep going. And we have to think of how 

we can save the lives of those who could be potentially lost in the coming years. I thank you all 

for being here. This is a wonderful witness, to see so many of you here, to see so many young 

people here today, to listen to these young people who are singing here and praising God. We too, 

we can never give up. We have done so much. We have journeyed for so long. We are like Moses 

in the desert: and the March will go on, because the promised land has been promised to us. And 

if we are here today, it is because we are filled with confidence that we will win. Earlier today, I 

said that we have the best quarterback on the team--and that quarter back is the Lord Jesus Christ 

himself. And we will win, as long as he is on our side, and we are on his side. So, let us never give 

up, let us never fail, and let us never, never, never forget what happened 37 years ago in Dallas. 

We will end in Dallas, and we have to live with that hope in our hearts and in our souls. So God 

bless you all, and please never forget, and never give up.  
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Appendix v: CNS Interview, Cardinal Farrell144 
The most important part of my training for this job was pastoral work. Forget all the administration 

part--that's the least important. We need to be pastoral. We need to reach out to the people. We 

need to be a little more like Jesus was. And that's what Pope Francis constantly speaks of: How 

Jesus would reach out.  

He wasn't afraid, you know, of speaking to the public sinners, and to cure the poorest of the people. 

He would speak to the Samaritans and he would speak, you know, he would do all of these kinds 

of things. He reached out. He knew the prodigal son, yeah, but yet, he didn't ask him a question. 

He embraced him and he received him back. Of course, all the good Catholics are complaining, 

you know, in the person of the eldest son. You know, “Hey, what about us?”  

I believe that's a very important part of my work, is to reach out to the laity, to reach out to the 

young people, many of them, in many countries and many places, are hurt, and they are hurting. 

Well we need to reach them out and bring them back into the Church.  

We need--but we need to do that. And I think that's what Pope Francis's great charisma is. Look at 

how the people flock to him. And look at how he comes down to the people. You know, it's 

amazing, and unthought of and unheard of 20 years ago: you can see the Holy Father just in the 

way he conducts the audiences.  

And I think that's what we need to do. We need a more loving, a more caring Church. When we 

keep pushing rules and regulations all the time, well, you know, none of us are good at following 

rules. And perhaps we have emphasized, you know, rules and regulations to excess. And instead 

of this, we should remember the words of Pope Benedict: “our Catholic faith is not about 

Commandments or a moral code. It's about an encounter with the person of Jesus Christ, and from 

that encounter with the person of Jesus Christ we derive our doctrine.” 
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Appendix vi: Salt + Light Youth Synod Event145 
Farrell: Thank you. It's so wonderful to be here as we prepare for this great moment in the life of 

the church. It's so important that we prepare for this Synod that our Holy Father has called so that 

our voices may be heard. We have to speak as Pope Francis has asked us on many occasions. We 

really need to let our voice be heard. If not, life will go on as before, and that is not the way we 

want it to be. We need the Church to be more involved with the young people of the world. And 

you, my dear people, are the ones who are going to tell us how to do that.  

Rosica: Cardinal Farrell, we were together at St. Mary Major Basilica that night. I remember, we 

looked at each other saying ‘oh my God, I've never seen the Pope so animated.’ What did you 

think of that night?  

Farrell: It was an extraordinary night. Because I have seen him many times speak, but never as 

energetic as he was, and never as involved, and never… almost pleading with the young people 

who were there at the Basilica to come out and to speak and to say what's on their minds. He has 

encouraged us all and is encouraging all the young people of the world. As he says himself, 

whether they're believers or unbelievers, atheists, everybody has something to say on this. For this 

Synod is so important to him that he has called a pre-Synod of young people, who will gather in 

Rome in March of next year to let their voices be heard, again, directly to our Holy Father and to 

those who will represent all the bishops of the world at his Synod in October. So I beg you all: 

speak your mind, say what's on your mind, say what's in your heart. We need to hear, and we need 

to know. So, I do hope that you will open up your hearts to the invitation of Pope Francis on this 

occasion. 

S+L Host: Cardinal, what impression do you have looking at all these young people from across 

Canada? 

Farrell: well it's so wonderful that technology today can bring us all so close together. It is…this 

to me is one of the best experiences I could have as we prepare for this great event which will take 

place in Rome: to be able to listen to a cross-section of all of Canada in a matter of hours and to 

do it simultaneously. It's exactly what Pope Francis said when he was at Saint Mary Major’s last 

Eastertime. He said, “let them speak. Let them be heard.” And it's an invitation to all of us, to 

speak up and to open up our hearts and to be heard once again: about our concerns, and what the  
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Church needs to do, and how the Church needs to change its ways of doing things, so that we can 

be more attuned to the voice and to the hearts of the young.  

Rosica: Cardinal Farrell, you know, he wants to hear from us, and he's asked us, and we got people 

all over the country. But we want to listen to him. Do you think there's a chance that we might get 

some message from the Pope? I know you've got connections. Can you do anything?  

Farrell: Well, I only have the connections because you point me in the right direction. But yes, I'm 

sure the Holy Father… when has he ever said no to speaking to young people? Never! So, I would 

say that the Holy Father will speak to us right now: 

Farrell: Obviously, when the Holy Father speaks, he has that way of being which comes as a special 

grace to him, because he is the Vicar of Christ on earth. And, when he speaks to us about Jesus, 

we can almost sense the presence of God. I was very impressed by what the young people said in 

those different cities that we visited [by video]. And, I do believe that what the Holy Father is 

asking us is to open up our hearts to Christ. Because he's telling us, “Come and see.” Perhaps we 

have been in the Church. Perhaps we follow more or less what goes on, you know, in our own 

spiritual lives. Well now it's a question: because, you need to come and see. Because I want you 

to change the world that we are living in, and I think that is what the basic message of many of the 

young people who made comments here this afternoon. Come and see! It's your moment. It's your 

time. The whole Church is saying to you, the Pope is saying to you, “hey don't allow the world to 

control you. You control the world.” And I think that is what we need to do. That's what we're 

called to do in this word of today. 

Rosica: You know, you are the actors. And we can go through the world, we can go through 

society, and let ourselves be taken over by this stuff. Or we can go through it and say, “I'm aware 

of those things, but there's an alternative. There's another way of being.” I think that's what your 

dicastery addresses very much.  

Farrell: It does, and that is one of our great concerns, and one of the reasons why Pope Francis 

asked to have this Synod on young people. We're all conscious of the fact that, every day, we wake 

up and I'd say 99% of the news items that we get on our iPhones, and wherever else we received 

the news, are all about tragic deaths, suffering, misery in our world, in our society. And as Father 

Tom just said, the Holy Father wants us to change the world, and he's saying, “you know,  



https://betterchurchgovernance.org/ 
 

FARRELL, Card. Kevin 53 

 
 

unfortunately, this is the world we're handing over to you, this new generation. Make a difference. 

Don't let the world control you. Don't let it drag you down. But you tell us how we can help you 

to improve it and to make it better. And I think that's what we hope that this Synod will say to us. 

I was very impressed by what the young person said, I believe in Vancouver, when they spoke 

about, well, you know, ‘where do we hear Christ's voice, and where do we hear ‘come and see’, 

and where do we hear---We need to be more present as a local church. You know, sure, the 

Vatican news service, and the news service of the Conference of Bishops of Canada, and the United 

States, and every country in the world can issue their press releases. But we get these Twitter 

accounts and, you know, that's where I get my news, and that's where I---But how many times do 

we hear an invitation from the Holy Father, or an invitation from the gospel of Jesus Christ? 

Remember, as the young gentleman here in the audience said, if St. Paul were around today, where 

would he be? He'd be an expert on 140 characters, that's where he would be (Rephrasing, not 

quoting).  

Questioner: The primary focus of the Church’s priority on catechesis, while helpful, does not 

translate into an experience of God's love for us. Cardinal Farrell, what are your thoughts on that 

question?  

Farrell: Well, to a certain point I would say I probably would agree with you.  

Rosica: Uh oh. 

Farrell: And that's why I will say that, once again, the Holy Father says, “we want to hear this.” 

You know, have we lost contact with young people. In many cases we have. And, when we lose 

contact with them or we preach down to them, well, then there is no relationship and there is no 

encounter with the person of Jesus Christ. I very much like what you said at the beginning. You 

know, we are institutionalized to the point that we're in our churches and we come to church. Pope 

Francis is the first to tell us, we have to be a missionary church. Doesn't he tell all the priests, we 

need to get out of the sacristy and go out there and meet the people where they are? Reality is what 

counts. The reality of everyday. Meet people. Express what Jesus expressed to his apostles: the 

person of Jesus Christ, the mercy that he showed, the kindness, the understanding, the way of 

being. Well that's what we need to try and convey to the world. And that's why the Holy Father is 

telling us, “hey, we need to be out there in the reality of the world.”  
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(Here, Cardinal Lacroix appeared and spoke briefly.) 

S+L Host: Well, actually, I’d like to ask Cardinal Farrell if you could answer that question, you 

know, what does it mean for the Church to, to have a relationship and a dialogue with young 

people? 

Farrell: I think that an important aspect of all of this is the fact that Pope Francis, when he wrote 

that letter in January, actually gave the example of the local church, and, saying that we need to 

have young people. Being young is not just a moment in life, until you become old and gray. It is 

a moment in life that you are full of energy. And this is the moment that you should be involved 

in your church. You should be involved in the parishes: how parishes continue, and how they 

minister to the people of a particular area. Young people need to be involved. And when Pope 

Francis says they need to be heard, that's precisely what he's saying, is you do need to be heard, 

and you do need to  play a role. You're not going to get a person like myself to sit there and be 

able to deal with all the Facebooks, and whatever else there is besides Twitter---that's all I know-

--You know, you're the ones that can preach the Word of God. A few moments ago, we heard from 

somewhere else, where it said clearly that, well, you know, if you're going to depend only on 

church service and Mass on a Sunday, well, most young people are more tuned in to their-- that's 

where we need to convey the message, and only you can do that. I mean, you cannot expect, you 

know, the priest in the parishes and the people—the elders of the Church, I always called them, at 

least when I was the bishop of Dallas. I always said there were two Parish Councils, toward the 

elders and toward the people, who are active to younger people. Well they're the ones, in my 

opinion, that need to be speaking out. And this is an opportunity not just for you to speak out. But 

it's the Pope telling the rest of the Church, “Hey! Wake up. Pay attention to the young people.  

They're the ones that have the energy. They're the ones that have the new ideas. The world today 

is not like it was 50 years ago. It's a different world, and we need to recognize that.  

Rosica: Hey Cardinal, what's your Twitter handle?  

Farrell: Eh, Twitter….  

S+L Host: Cardinal, what are your impressions on what we just heard in Windsor? 

Farrell: Hmm. What I just heard, I guess, is just what I've always believed: that our faith necessarily  
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is found, is nurtured in a community and in family. In fact, Pope Francis, what he has done, you 

know, he has called two Synods. In other words, he had the opportunity to, so far in his pontificate, 

to name two Synods. The first one was about the Joy of Love, which was about family, and it is 

about all aspects of family life, and all aspects of the sacrament of marriage, and of marriage. And 

part of that---there's a whole chapter dedicated to education and teaching of the faith. It's very 

important that we read that document [Amoris Laetitia]. So he sees this, now, this Synod on young 

people, as part two of the first Synod, which was in two parts. And so, yes, it is very important. 

And I believe that we have to continue to--I think that relationships, as we have already discussed, 

are very important. We need to be supportive of each other. Previously, we heard about the church 

being a field-hospital. Well what does it mean that Jesus approaches us and heals us? It means 

that the community does it. It means each and every one of us has to do that. We're the ones that 

convey and bring the message of Christ to a young person that's suffering, that's in pain, that is 

losing hope in their life. How do we help them? By being supportive, not by rejecting them or 

judging them for what they have done in the past. Jesus, I always tell people, you know, look at 

the story of the Gospel of the Prodigal Son. How many questions did God ask his son when that 

son returned? Not one question. He opened his arms and embraced him. We need to do exactly the 

same thing. And when we have friends, we have to be that father of the prodigal son. When we 

have friends who are in trouble, who are in pain, who are suffering, who have lost hope, we're the 

ones. That embrace is so important. We have to do it. That's what it means to live our faith, and 

live Christianity.  

S+L Host: Cardinal Farrell, what are your thoughts on that question? 

Farrell: Obviously the why is so important. But I would like to go back a step further, when we 

speak about---and when the Holy Father announced, in his opening remarks here today, he said, 

“come and see.” Well, he's not specifically talking about, ‘come and see to go to Mass on Sunday.’ 

He's talking about, come and see as a getting to know what it is, we believe, and why we believe 

it. And I think the young lady who spoke just a few moments ago phrased it very well. We need 

to know why we're doing these things. Well, that's precisely the invitation that the Holy Father is 

making to the whole Church, and specifically to the young People. You tell us how we're going to 

convey this message and to pass on the Traditions, as I believe you call them, to pass on those 

traditions to the future young people. Because obviously we have not done [it]. Statistics will tell  
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us we have not done a good job in doing that. We just have not done it. And so, I reflect and go 

back to ‘come’. And the invitation to ‘come and see’ is not the invitation to be okay beginning on 

Sunday: “I'm going to be a perfect Christian.” I tell you, give it up, it's not going to happen. You're 

going to--you need to come and see where I live, how I live, where I live. I think that's the invitation 

and how we do that, I'm not the one that can answer that question. You all have to answer that 

question. 

Rosica: We had tremendous support [in Canada]. When I ran the idea [for this event] by Cardinal 

Farrell, several months ago at the Vatican, we were having lunch and I said, “what do you think 

of this?” And he said, “yes!” And I said, “would you come?” He said, “yes, I'll be there.” And then 

we asked the Pope, and the Pope said, “yes, we'll do this!” And then we asked the bishops of 

Canada, from one end of the country to the other, and I will express great gratitude to Archbishop 

Michael Miller, a brother Basilian, the Archbishop of Vancouver - bishop bill McGrattan and 

Calgary - Bishop Ron Favreau in the London diocese, Assumption University, to Bishop, the 

bishop of Hamilton--who was president of the conference when we threw out this idea—and 

Bishop Doug Crosby was really wonderful, to Cardinal Collins, to Bishop Bob Kasun--and the 

auxiliary bishop of Toronto is here in the audience--to Archbishop Lepine of Montreal, who threw 

open the doors, “tell us what you need”, and to Cardinal Lacroix in Quebec, we heard him today 

as a real model of hope, and also with us in the audience today is the Archbishop Luigi Bonazi, 

who's the papal nuncio to Canada--this is, like, the Pope's man in Canada, who came all the way 

from Ottawa just to check out what's going on here, and of course to Cardinal Farrell. What an 

extraordinary experience. You're going home with a lot of homework and when you sit down at 

Santa Marta with the Pope-- I'd like to be a fly in the wall in that conversation. And he’s gonna 

hear, “the Canadians are cooking. They got your message and there's tremendous hope.” 
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