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MYTH 6
FACTS

STRs are ‘mom-and-pops’ trying 
to make house payments

Only one-third of STRs are run by hosts with a single 
listing, one-third are run by investors with 25+ listings, 
one-third by investors with 2 - 25+ listings; (WSJ)1

81% of Airbnb revenue from homes with absentee owners2

STR companies (Airbnb, 
Expedia/HomeAway, etc.) 

prohibit party houses

Party house complaints have soared 250% in 2020 –
twenty-seven shootings between March and October 
(NY Times)3

STRs are good for cities and The 
economy

Costs of STRs outweigh benefits for city residents (EPI)4

STRs deplete housing stock and drive up costs (UEJ)5

STRs frequently fail to pay hotel takes, siphoning off tax 
revenues cites would have received from hotel stays.

City ordinances and codes can 
deal with the ‘bad apple’ STRs

‘Superhosts’ primarily rent to 
families and closely vet their 

guests

STRs do not require verified gov’t ID and cannot 
guarantee users are who they claim to be, nor do they 
run criminal record or sex offender background checks 
(Airbnb IPO filing)6

MYTH 7 FACTS

Courts side with STR private 
property rights

Courts overwhelmingly side with cities and long-held 
zoning priorities, including US Supreme Court May 2020 

ruling9

Neighbors and local 
communities appreciate STRs

80%+ of residents do not want to live next to a short-
term rental (WFAA)7

Increases in Airbnb listings lead to more violence in 
neighborhoods (Jan 2021 Research Report)8

MYTH 8 FACTS

I can do what I want with my 
private property

These efforts don’t stop bad behavior. Most code enforcers 
don’t work late nights on weekends, when most problems 
occur, and police already have their hands full. Neighbors 
should not be responsible for policing and enforcement. 

.

When buying in a residential neighborhood, you are subject 
to local zoning ordinances that forbid certain activities 
incompatible with residential neighborhoods. These laws 
protect you and other residents.10
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