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CELEBRATING THE POWER OF GOOD FOOD: 
FIVE YEARS OF THE GOOD FOOD PURCHASING PROGRAM IN LOS ANGELES

On Thursday March 8th 2018, elected officials and leaders from the 
City and County of Los Angeles and Los Angeles Unified School 
District joined the Los Angeles Food Policy Council to celebrate five 
years of the Good Food Purchasing Policy (GFPP) in Los Angeles. 
GFPP transforms the way public agencies purchase food through 
standards based on five core values: local economies, nutrition, 
valued workforce, animal welfare and environmental sustainability.

The award ceremony at The Garden at Redbird|Vibiana recognized 
numerous City Departments, including the Department of 
Recreation and Parks’ Summer Lunch Program which serves 
close to 200,000 meals each summer to low-income youth 
throughout the City using healthier ingredients such as low-
sodium bread and antibiotic-free chicken. Other honorees 
included the Los Angeles Unified School District, which now 
sources 70% percent of produce locally, is committed to using 
only antibiotic and hormone free chicken, and invests more than 
12% of its total food budget in high-road employers, representing 
a combined $30 million in food purchases. 

For more information about the impacts of GFPP in the City of LA and LAUSD, and potential impacts in LA County, please see the 
Union of Concerned Scientists report “Purchasing Power.”

GOOD FOOD PURCHASING PROGRAM EXPANSION

Since its launch on Food Day in 2012, the Good Food Purchasing 
Program has now expanded to 12 cities and 24 public institutions 
nationwide, with several others in the pipeline. To achieve this 
scaled impact, the Los Angeles Food Policy Council supported the 
creation of the Center for Good Food Purchasing, a national non-
profit that sets standards and verifies compliance for the Good Food 
Purchasing Program. 

With significant achievements in place already in Los Angeles, the 
Los Angeles Food Policy Council is working to expand the Good 
Food Purchasing Program to the entire county of Los Angeles. 
Los Angeles County serves 35 million meals each year, through 
hospitals, senior centers, youth programs and cafeterias. If 
adopted, Los Angeles would be the first county in the nation to 
implement GFPP

LA City Councilmember David Ryu making 
remarks at GFPP Celebration

Paula Daniels, founder of LAFPC and co-founder 
of the Center for Good Food Purchasing sharing 
about the GFPP expansion



OPPORTUNITIES FOR EXPANSION OF GFPP ACROSS THE COUNTY:  

1. Increase contract opportunities for minority and women-owned food businesses and social 
enterprises; 
2. Contribute millions of dollars to the local food economy—creating jobs and supporting small, local 
farmers with regenerative agriculture practices such as water conservation and healthy soils; 
3. Expand healthy food access for food-insecure populations, including seniors, youth, hospital 
patients, and the incarcerated;
4. Improve transparency on labor supply chain practices including wages, health benefits and safe 
working conditions in government food supply chains;
5. Promote use of imperfect produce, on-site composting and other food waste reduction strategies;
6. Establish institution-to-community partnerships that expand access to healthy food in 
neighborhoods with limited access.

For more information about expanding the Good Food Purchasing Program in LA County, please contact Iesha Siler at 
isiler@goodfoodla.org.
 
GOOD FOOD PURCHASING POLICY IMPACTS: CURRENT AND FUTURE

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
Source from producers that employ sustainable production systems that reduce or eliminate synthetic pesticides and fertilizers; 
avoid the use of hormones, routine antibiotics and genetic engineering; conserve soil and water; protect and enhance wildlife 
habitats and biodiversity; and reduce on-farm energy and water consumption, food waste and greenhouse gas emissions; and 
increase menu options that have lower carbon and water footprints.

LA Unified School District: LAUSD now uses 100% California grown sustainable wheat, milled in 
Downtown Los Angeles (Center for Good Food Purchasing, 2017).

City of LA: In partnership with the Department of Recreation and Parks, the Greek Theater planted a kitchen 
herb garden and is planning onsite composting of all food scraps (Center for Good Food Purchasing, 2017).

LA County: If LA County facilities reduced their industrially produced meat purchases by 28%, it would 
decrease their carbon emissions by 4 million kilograms annually (Union of Concerned Scientists, 2017).

LOCAL ECONOMIES 
Support small and mid-sized agricultural and food processing operations within the local area or region.

LA Unified School District: Sources 20% of food locally representing $12 million annually to local farms 
(Center for Good Food Purchasing, 2017).

City of LA: Over 15% of the Greek Theater’s food is sourced locally. They source close to $200,000 from 
local farms and food companies, including several women and minority-owned small businesses (Center for 
Good Food Purchasing, 2017).

LA County: If LA County facilities sourced 20% of food locally, it would generate between $6 million - $13 
million for the local economy (Union of Concerned Scientists, 2017). 



NUTRITION 
Promote health and well-being by offering generous portions of vegetables, fruit, whole grains and minimally processed foods, 
while reducing salt, added sugars, saturated fats, and red meat consumption, and eliminating artificial additives.

LA Unified School District: Through GFPP, LAUSD also chose to continue the standards of the Healthy, 
Hunger Free Kids Act of 2010. By implementing the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act, LAUSD will reduce 
sodium intake by at least 11.5% amongst students-- leading to reductions in high blood pressure for an 
estimated 160,000 students (Appel et al. 2015).

City of LA:  The Department of Recreation and Parks’ Summer Lunch Program serves nearly 200,000 
meals each summer to low-income youth in Los Angeles and now uses lower-sodium bread products made 
without high fructose corn syrup (CFGFP 2017).

LA County: Targeted sodium reduction in LA County facilities could result in 388 fewer cases of 
uncontrolled hypertension, resulting in savings of $629,724 a year (Gase et al. 2011).

VALUED WORKFORCE 
Provide safe and healthy working conditions and fair compensation for all food chain workers and producers from production to 
consumption.

LA Unified School District: Since the adoption of GFPP, more than 220 new jobs have been created 
across the supply chain in Los Angeles County, with more than 12% of its total food budget to high-road 
employers (Union of Concerned Scientists, 2017).

City of LA: Twelve of the Greek Theater’s suppliers and distributors have union contracts, one is Equitable 
Food Initiative Certified, and another has Fair Trade products (Center for Good Food Purchasing, 2017).

LA County: If LA County facilities sourced 100 percent of food locally from high-road employers, it could 
generate nearly 180 new well-paying jobs (Union of Concerned Scientists, 2017).

ANIMAL WELFARE
Provide healthy and humane care for farm animals

LA Unified School District: In 2017, LAUSD approved $50 million in contracts for antibiotic-free 
chicken -- protecting animal and human health and also piloted its first ever vegan menu. Over the past five 
years, LAUSD reduced industrially produced meat purchases by 28% saving more than one billion gallons of 
water a year, the equivalent of 1,760 Olympic-sized pools (Union of Concerned Scientists, 2017).

City of LA:  In 2016, the LA Recreation and Parks’ Greek Theater sold over 3,000 veggie burgers from its 
new expanded vegetarian menu that also includes gluten-free veggie wraps, Moroccan kale salad and udon 
noodle salad. They also source all of their eggs from certified humane farms (Center for Good Food 
Purchasing, 2017).

LA County: If LA County facilities reduced their meat purchases by 28%, that would save over 520 million 
gallons of water annually (Union of Concerned Scientists, 2017).



GOOD FOOD PURCHASING 
COALITION MEMBERS: 
American Heart Association
American Society for the Protection of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA)
California Food Policy Advocates
Center for Food Safety
Children’s Defense Fund
Climate Resolve
Community Health Councils (CHC)
Compassion Over Killing
Farm Forward
Field Fresh
Food and Water Watch
Food Chain Workers Alliance
Gold Star Produce
Greek Theatre- Premier Foods
Health Care Without Harm
Hunger Action LA
International Brotherhood of Teamsters
LA & SF Specialty
LA Commons
LA Kitchen
Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy (LAANE)
National Resources Defense Council (NRDC)
Preferred Meals
Resnick Center- UCLA Food Law and Policy Clinic
Social Justice Learning Institute
Sustainable Economic Enterprises- Los Angeles (SEE-LA)
Teamsters Local 572
Teamsters Local 630
The Humane Society
The Nature Conservancy
UNITE HERE Local 11
United Food and Commercial Workers Union (UFCW)- Local 770
Urban and Environmental Policy Institute- Occidental College
Warehouse Worker Resource Center
Youth Policy Institute



MISSION
The Los Angeles Food Policy Council (LAFPC) works to ensure food is healthy, affordable, fair 
and sustainable for all.

VISION
We believe Good Food for All is possible and that all communities deserve access to Good 
Food, grown in a way that respects people and the planet. We work to create a local food 
system free from hunger and rooted in equity and access, support for farmers and food workers, 
environmental stewardship. 

HOW WE WORK
To accomplish our vision of Good Food for All, we catalyze, coordinate and connect people 
across the LA region, including government, business and community groups working on 
food. With this extensive “collective impact” network, LAFPC cultivates collaboration, aligns 
communities and makes impact through policy and systems change.

Learn more at www.goodfoodla.org 

ABOUT THE LOS ANGELES FOOD 
POLICY COUNCIL



www.goodfoodla.org 


