
 In 2019, Buckeye Hills Regional Council in collaboration with Ohio University and the Athens

County Economic Development Council,  conducted an eight-county study funded by the

Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC). The study area included Athens, Hocking, Meigs,

Monroe, Morgan, Noble, Perry, and Washington counties.

 

Our findings present a stark picture of areas left behind in a digital desert:

 

▪ 80% to 90% of households in the  rural expanse*  have no access to broadband services.

▪ 75% of the study area lacks availability of broadband at the current FCC minimum of 25

Mbps downstream and 3 Mbps upstream.

▪ Mobile data and voice services are largely absent from the rural expanse.

▪ Degradation of basic telephone services due to beyond end-of-life copper cables leaves

affected areas without crucial life & safety communications, reverting the region to 1930s

levels of telephone infrastructure.

 
*“Rural expanse” is defined as areas with twenty or fewer households per square mile.

SOLVING THE LAST MILE PUZZLE

IN SOUTHEAST OHIO
THE DIGITAL DESERT PERSISTS.



FCC Maps Overstate Broadband Availability

Current FCC maps greatly overstate availability of broadband. In some cases,

broadband service to a single household in a census block can lead to the entire

block being marked as served.

 

As an example, the map at right shows a 740 acre census block in Meigs County,

typical of our study area. Of the fourteen households in the  block (white dots

within the pink boundary), one provider has deployed 10/1 service to a single

location in the southern most corner of the block (darker pink dot). As with many

similar census blocks, the broadband maps based on carrier data provided to the

FCC will show the area served while the reality is quite different, in this case

constituting a 13:1 overstatement of coverage. 

 

Despite the lack of broadband access, these largely unserved census blocks

would be denied funding from other sources such as USDA ReConnect due

to carve-outs meant to prevent over-building.

Lack of Mobile Service

Further exacerbating the digital desert is the lack of mobile service

in the rural expanse. The map at right shows a portion of the study

area that is, unfortunately, typical of the region. The Ohio

Department of Transportation contracted for testing of mobile

reception in several counties in 2017. The red lines are locations at

which signal from zero mobile carriers could be detected. In stark

contrast, the yellow shaded areas are where the FCC currently

indicates that mobile services are lacking. 

 

The difference between where mobile reception is not

available and where the FCC says it’s not available is striking –

leading to a tremendous over statement of coverage.

Learn More

Learn more and watch for our full report in January 2020 on the state of broadband access in Southeast Ohio: 

buckeyehills.org/broadband

Voice your broadband concerns to state and federal legislators.

Advocate for fiber-to-the-home as the solution to reach 100% of households.

Encourage the FCC to incentivize carriers to extend service to 100% of households in rural areas.

Encourage state legislators to support and fund planning grants that foster public-private partnerships.

Support participation by electric companies and rural electric cooperatives in fiber-to-the-home deployments.

Support a streamlined right-of-way approval process for broadband fiber to facilitate build-out.

What You Can Do


