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Working to achieve key benefits:

• clean water

• resilient communities

• vital estuary ecosystem

• fish, wildlife, and habitat 

• natural scenery

• education, access, 

recreation, and inspiration

Hudson River Estuary Program
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Project Team

• DEC Hudson River Estuary Program/Cornell University staff

• SUNY New Paltz Intern 

• Volunteers from Gardiner:

 Environmental Conservation Commission

 Open Space Commission

 Planning Board

 Town Board
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Photo by Nate Nardi-Cyrus
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land use
Photos by Laura Heady & Putnam Valley Historic Society

What is a Natural Resources Inventory (NRI)?

cultural 
resources

Land Use
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~33 Natural Resource Inventories
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Gardiner Natural Resources Inventory Goals

Photo by  Nate Nardi-Cyrus

 cultivate stewardship of 

resources

 Inform planning, 

designing, and reviewing 

new development

 foundation for plans and 

policies to protect critical 

resources
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Local Data Sources

• Town of Gardiner Open Space Plan

• Town of Gardiner Comprehensive 

Plan

• The Shawangunk Mountains Scenic 

Byway Planning Board Guide

• 2014 Gardiner Habitat Map

• Aquifer Study
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24 Natural Resource Inventory Maps 
(Link on Town 

Website)

Photo by Ingrid Haeckel

 With and 

Without 

Parcels

 Written 

descriptions 

of each map
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Physical Setting

• Maps included in this section: 

 Topography 

 Steep Slopes

 Bedrock Geology

 Surficial Geology

 Soils
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Soils
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Water Resources

• Maps included in this section: 

 Aquifer Recharge Areas

 Stream & Watersheds

 Water Quality Classifications

 Floodplains & Riparian Areas

 Stream Habitats

 Wetlands
Photo by  James Esslinger
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Streams & Watersheds
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Habitats & Wildlife

• Maps included in this section: 

 Ecological Context

 Priority Habitats

 Important Biodiversity Areas

 Large Forests

 Intact Habitat Cores 
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Large Forests
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Land Use
• Maps included in this 

section: 

 Preserved Land

 Agricultural Resources

 Cultural Resources

Photo by  Phillies Bridge Farm
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Preserved 
Land
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NRI Project Timeline

Fall/Winter 2020
Finalization of 

Maps and Narrative

January 2020
Town Board 
Resolution

Spring 2020
Draft Map creation

& Review

Summer 2020
Narrative Development

& Town/Public Input

Photo by Kristin Sullivan
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Examples:

Comprehensive 

Plan / Zoning 

Updates
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Examples:

Checklists
- Applicant

- Planning Board

- Other Committees/ 

Boards
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Examples:

Conservation 

Easements
- Defining resources

- Designing easement
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Examples:

Planning
- Open Space Plan 

UPDATE

- Open Space Inventory 

- Stewardship assessment



23

Send comments to Gardiner Environmental 

Conservation Commission chair:

Roberta Clements: 

robertaaclements@gmail.com

845-532-6400

Access to Town of Gardiner’s NRI

https://www.townofgardiner.org/natural-resources-inventory

mailto:robertaaclements@gmail.com
https://www.townofgardiner.org/natural-resources-inventory
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Nate Nardi-Cyrus

Conservation & Land Use Specialist

NYSDEC

21 South Putt Corners Rd

New Paltz, NY 12561

nate.nardi-cyrus@dec.ny.gov

www.dec.ny.gov/lands/4920.html

Questions?

Photo: Ingrid Haeckel

mailto:nate.nardi-cyrus@dec.ny.gov
http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/4920.html

