
Wild Mile Community Meeting #2
February 7, 2019



1. Introduction & Presentation 

2. Q&A and Next Steps 

3. Interaction with Exhibits 



The Wild Mile







natural

View of North Branch 1904 (Spuscizna Polish Heritage Research Group)



industrial

Aerial View of Goose Island 1960 (CAF)



The Wild Mile Today (SOM)



Project Area



• Impervious Surfaces



• Re-establishing natural form and process

• Channelized River • Create Habitat Mosaic + 
Intercept Stormwater

• Retrofit Green Edge + 
Increase Edge Surface Area





March or April



Engagement Summary

• Team Kayak and Canoe Trips

• Walking the Wild Mile

• Classroom Activities

• Stakeholder Meetings

• Plan Advisory Committee Mtgs

• Community Meetings

• Ecology Design Workshop 

• Continuing to meet with      

adjacent property owners



What we heard…

1. Education + Learning

2. Water Activities

3. Aquatic + Natural Habitat

4. Strolling, Sitting + Viewing

5. Working + Volunteering

6. Eating + Drinking

7. Destinations, Festivals + Events

8. Health + Fitness

9. Other



Since we last meet…

• Access + Connectivity
• Mapping Existing + Proposed Connectivity
• Meeting with Stakeholders and Adjacent Property Owners

• Ecology + Habitat
• Analyzing Edge Conditions + Constraints
• Meeting with Experts to discuss possibilities 

• Program + Design Components
• Synthesized ideas and opinions gathered from Community Meeting 1

• Comprehensive Plan
• Synthesizing ideas of access, connectivity, ecology, habitat,  program
• Exploring Design Concepts



A Vision for Urban Wildlife



• Concept  Expanding edges



littoralemergent

riparianupland



• Concept  Add habitat value to the edge



fish + turtles
Catfish Tubes (Friends of the Chicago River)

Fish Hotels (WRD Construction) Turtle Snag (Bruce A. Conti)

Shallow Water (David O. Brown)



bats + birds
Bird Apartments (moderndestiny.com)

Bats from Congress Street Bridge (Kushal Bose) Gourd Houses(Purple Martin Conservation Association)

Rookery (Joe Shuman, Lake County News-Sun)



pollinators

Insect Hotel (Architizer) Insect Apartments (Vaulot Dyevre)

Insect Hotel (June Mire)Insect Hotel



• Concept  Clear Zones



• Concept  Range of Activities

*pedestrian only

*



• Concept A Habitat Mosaic



• Concept  A Modular approach



• Concept  A Modular approach



A Framework for Connectivity



Access to the Wild Mile



northern loop

southern loop

Access along the Wild Mile
Near Term - Create Pedestrian Loops



Access along the Wild Mile
Near Term Connect to Greenway/Bicycle Loops

northern loop

southern loop

wild mile greenway loop
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Access along the Wild Mile
Long Term - Connecting the Loops

northern loop

southern loop

wild mile greenway loop
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Divide into Reaches



Whole Foods

Off Color Brewing

Atomic Imaging

REI

West Marine

River Village

GrouponHQ

Uptake

Wrigley Global
Innovation Center

UI Labs

Waste
Management

City Owned Property

Residential
Development

City Owned Property

Weed Street Boat House

Kayak Chicago

Work with Existing Uses



Characterize Each Reach



Identify Programmatic Nodes



Naturalize the Edges



Create Habitats



Framework Plan



Initial Design Concepts



What do you like?

What don’t you like?

What would you add 
that’s not here?



• Cantilevered Overlook at Wall • Kayak Launch at Wall • Inboard Wetland at Slope

Porous Concrete Steps at Wall • Learning Platform at Wall • Cove Switchback Trail along Slope

Improve Edge Conditions



waste management

north ave bridge

wrigley global 
innovation center

1  The Turning Basin
The Gateway | Art + Performance

water taxi stop

*USACE Ecosystem Restoration Study In-progress

kayak chicago

cherry st bridge



1  The Turning Basin
The Gateway | Art + Performance

*USACE Ecosystem Restoration Study In-progress



1  The Turning Basin
The Gateway | Art + Performance

*USACE Ecosystem Restoration Study In-progress



north ave bridge cherry st bridge

1  The Turning Basin
The Gateway | Art + Performance

*USACE Ecosystem Restoration Study In-progress



1  The Turning Basin
The Gateway | Mound Park

*USACE Ecosystem Restoration Study In-progress



Bassin de la Villette Swimming Pool  (The Local France)

Rees Wavedeck (Waterfront Toronto) The Lawn on D (Sasaki)

Sugar Beach Sail-In Cinema (Ports Toronto)



Rookery (Linda Tanner) Sherbourne Common Waterfront Park (Explore Waterfront Toronto)

Martin Luther King Park, Paris (Martin Ar)



1  The Turning Basin
Existing



1  The Turning Basin
Proposed



waste management

floating wetlands

whole foods

weed st boat house

2  The North Reach
Food + Gathering

offcolor brewing



2  The North Reach
Food + Gathering



Rothenberg School Rooftop Garden (Cincinnati Horticultural Society)

Looped-In Philadelphia (ISA) Ljubljanica Riverbank (Brenda Bizjak)

Brookline Community Mural (Silvia Lopez Chavez)



Artificial Fish Habitat Kelsay Lake (Structure Spot)

Chattanooga Renaissance Park (Hargreaves Associates) Insect Hotel (Architizer)

Fine Bubble Aeration (Aquatech)



waste management

REI
eastman st access point

2  The North Reach
Outdoor Recreation + Learning whole foods



2  The North Reach
Outdoor Recreation + Learning whole foods



2  The North Reach
Outdoor Recreation + Learning

REI

division st

kingsbury staction electric site



2  The North Reach
Outdoor Recreation + Learning

REI

action electric site



Maggie Daley Park (MVVA)

Camley Street Nature Park (Kings Cross Central Limited Partnership) Swarovski Crystal World (Kristallwelten)

Brooklyn Bridge Park Kayak Launch (MVVA)



Water Falls Sculpture (Studio TCS)

District Wharf Floating Wetlands (Doug Voigt) Purple Martin Houses (Purple Martin Conservation Association)

Shallow Water (David O. Brown)



2  The North Reach
Existing



2  The North Reach
Proposed



3  The South Reach
The Lookout | Observing + Hanging Out

west marine

division st

city-owned land



3  The South Reach
The Lookout | Observing + Hanging Out



3  The South Reach
The Lookout | Ogden Overlook

halsted st

city-owned land



3  The South Reach
The Lookout | Ogden Overlook



Shipping Container Community Center(Inhabitat)

Minghu Wetland Park Lookout (Turenscape) Paprocany Waterfront Poland (RS+)

LA River Interpretive Signage (Clockshop)



Hunters Point South Waterfront Park (SWA)

Chaipattana Low Speed Surface Aerator, Thailand (Pond 5) Bat Tours Austin (Capital Cruises)

Turtle Snag (Bruce A. Conti)



3  The South Reach
The Lookout | Living + Working

fletcher jones

river village

hobbie st

halsted st bridge



3  The South Reach
The Lookout | Living + Working



Meeting Bowls Times Square (mmmm…)

Wharf District Park Outdoor Workspace (L.L. Bean) Ljubljanica Riverbank (Jani Peternelj)

Kings Park Accessible Program (Botanic Garden and Parks Authority )





3  The South Reach



3  The South Reach



• Stakeholder Meetings

• Preliminary Concept Design

• Plan Advisory Meeting #3 February

• Community Meeting #3 March

• Wild Mile Week March / April

• Website Update
www.wildmilechicago.org

• Next Steps



questions?

Visit wildmilechicago.org
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