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The discovery of remains of 215 Indigenous children – some as young as 3 years - in Kamloops, British 
Columbia this weekend was a horrific and heart-breaking reminder of Canada’s history as it relates to 
forced assimilation efforts, colonization, and abuse of Indigenous peoples.  
  
Physical, spiritual, sexual, and emotional abuse of Indigenous children living in Indian Residential Schools 
has been well documented. The 2015 Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) report provided 
narratives of children and youth who experienced firsthand these traumas, which continue to impact 
their health and social outcomes.  There are approximately 75,000 former students currently alive, 
representing more than one out of 20 Indigenous people in Canada. Their continued suffering from 
residential schools affects family, community, and culture — and therefore the greater Indigenous 
Peoples in this country. 
  
Children’s Healthcare Canada and the Pediatric Chairs of Canada are committed to supporting efforts to 
restore the rights of all Indigenous peoples in Canada, including children. The TRC outlines three specific 
actions relevant to our organizations’ respective mandates, including recognizing the value of Aboriginal 
healing practices (recommendation 22), ensuring cultural competency training for all healthcare 
professionals (recommendation 23), and facilitating training in medical schools regarding Aboriginal 
health issues (recommendation 24). As co-sponsors of Inspiring Healthy Futures – A vision for Canada’s 
children, youth and families, Children’s Healthcare Canada and the Pediatric Chairs of Canada are 
committed to advancing efforts to address these recommendations, as well as working together in new, 
unrelenting ways to create a more integrated and decolonized system of health, social services and 
social protection.  
  
In memory of these 215 children, and the many others whose lives were forever changed or lost at the 
hands of Canadian Residential Schools, and in support for renewed calls to action to advance 
recommendations within the Truth and Reconciliation report, Children’s Healthcare Canada members 
have lowered their flags.   
  
As many Canadians reflect on this tragic discovery, may we not lose sight of our opportunity and 
responsibility to shape a more equitable future, working nation-to-nation with Indigenous peoples.  
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